
Inspection of Rotherfield Village Pre 
School
Recreation Ground, North Street, Rotherfield, East Sussex TN6 3LX

Inspection date: 20 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children are excited and eager to learn. They feel safe and secure in the setting 
and develop excellent relationships with the staff. The staff are highly engaged in 
the children's learning, and the children make rapid progress across the areas of 
learning. There is an abundance of highly stimulating and challenging activities, 
inside and outside, and the staff's caring approach ensures that all children reach 
their potential and thrive in the setting. The management team has high 
expectation of the staff and they work together to ensure their continuous personal 
development. The children have excellent behaviour and display kindness towards 
their friends and the staff team. They are always keen to undertake tasks to assist 
the staff members. Children become engrossed in activities. Staff are extremely 
skilled in offering challenging and open-ended questions to very successfully 
develop children's vocabulary and language. Children are highly independent. They 
complete tasks, such as pouring drinks and spreading their choice of topping at 
snack time, extremely confidently from a young age. They become skilled at 
keeping themselves safe. For instance, they carefully use china and glass utensils. 
Outside in the mud kitchen, they use child-safe knives very competently to cut up 
real vegetables during their game. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff team has a vast amount of experience in early years and skilfully 
provides children with a varied and challenging curriculum. The activities are 
planned around the interests of the children and they are highly engaged 
throughout. Children are well prepared for school or their next stage of learning.

n The children are free to safely explore the setting, and all the equipment and 
resources are stored in easily accessible low-level storage so that the children 
can self-select them. Children eagerly use the recently purchased large 
interactive whiteboard. Younger children are fascinated as they make marks with 
their hands on the screen. 

n The staff build on the children's learning. They constantly add new language into 
the children's play to ensure that they are extending their vocabulary at all 
times. Children are enchanted during a storytelling session. Staff extend their 
learning exceptionally well and children draw pictures of what is happening as 
the story unfolds.

n Children benefit from an abundance of physical activities and have use of the 
large playing field and woodland area to the side of the setting. The manager 
reports that the children love to put on the all-in-ones and slide down the mud 
bank. They also have use of the small scout hut and children take part in Little 
Kickers to promote physical development and Tiger Club to build their resilience.

n The exemplary behaviour of the children shows that the boundaries and rules of 
the setting are well embedded and the children follow these with ease. They 
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show kindness towards each other and wait patiently for their turn at an activity. 
The staff are excellent at ensuring that activities are suitable for all children, 
including any children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The staff recognise and value the children as individuals. They are caring and 
nurturing and clearly know the families well. They have some children with 
particular needs and allergies, and the setting works exceptionally well with 
parents to ensure that the children are included and that the parents are happy. 
The parents refer to the setting as a 'home from home' and a place where the 
staff offer a 'caring and loving' relationship.

n Members of the management team have high expectations of the staff. They 
ensure that professional development opportunities are available and feel that 
their well-being is paramount. The staff speak highly of the support they receive 
from the management team and its open-door approach.

n Children have rich and varied opportunities that help them gain an excellent 
understanding of people, families and communities outside of their own. They 
regularly exchange drawings and letters with a child in Uganda. Staff invite 
parents to come in and share their experiences and skills, such as cooking food 
with children or showing them their traditional dress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is highly effective. The staff have an excellent understanding of how 
to keep children safe and how to recognise signs of abuse. They are highly vigilant 
and know how to act if a concern arises. They have regular training and robust 
systems are in place for the recording and referral of safeguarding issues. Staff's 
suitability is constantly monitored and staff know that they can speak to the 
management team at any time to ensure their own well-being and that of the 
children.  
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY461031

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10108846

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers
Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person Rotherfield Village Pre School

Registered person unique 
reference number

RP532474

Telephone number 01892 853207

Date of previous inspection 18 November 2013

Information about this early years setting

Rotherfield Village Pre School re-registered in 2013. It operates from a building in 
the recreation grounds of the village of Rotherfield, East Sussex. The pre-school is 
open Monday to Friday, from 9am until 3 pm, term time only. The pre-school 
receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years. There are 13 members of staff, 11 of whom hold appropriate 
early years qualifications. Of these, one holds early years professional status, one 
holds qualified teacher status, and seven hold recognised early years qualification 
at level 3.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector

Wendy Papagno
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Inspection activities

n The inspector undertook a learning walk with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The deputy manager and inspector jointly observed practice in the setting and 

discussed the outcome.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children throughout the inspection and took 

their views into account.
n The inspector checked staff's suitability records, qualifications and a selection of 

other documentation.
n The inspector observed staff's practice throughout the day, both indoors and in 

the outside environment.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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