
Northeast Florida Coastline Cities 
 

The 150-mile stretch between Fernandina Beach and Daytona Beach features a diverse 
mix of historic towns, bustling metros, and quiet coastal communities. Top areas include 
Fernandina Beach for historic small-town charm, Ponte Vedra for luxury and golf, St. 
Augustine for deep history and beaches, Palm Coast for peaceful, newer 
developments, and Ormond Beach for quiet, laid-back coastal living.  
 
Here are the standout places to live along this corridor, moving north to south: 
 
1. Fernandina Beach (Nassau County) 
 
Located on Amelia Island, this area is famous for its 50-block historic district, 
Victorian-era homes, and high-end golf resorts like Amelia National. It offers a tight-
knit, small-town island feel but carries a premium price point. 

 Vibe: Historic, charming, upscale, and slightly isolated from big-city hustle. 
 Cost: Median home prices generally range from the mid-$400s to over $1 Million. 

2. The Beaches & Ponte Vedra (St. Johns County) 
 
Just east of Jacksonville, the "Beaches" include Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach, and 
Jacksonville Beach. Just south is Ponte Vedra Beach, home to the PGA Tour and TPC 
Sawgrass. 

 Vibe: Active, affluent, and family-friendly with great local dining and shopping. 
 Cost: High, with significant luxury/oceanfront properties often exceeding $1 

Million.  

3. St. Augustine (St. Johns County) 
 
As the nation's oldest city, St. Augustine blends centuries-old architecture with 
excellent modern amenities, top-tier schools, and nearby pristine coastlines like 
Anastasia Island. 

 Vibe: Historic, tourist-centric in the downtown core, but offering highly sought-after 
suburban and coastal living just minutes away. 

 Cost: Median home prices range from the mid-$300s to $500k+.  

4. Palm Coast (Flagler County) 
 



Situated roughly 30 minutes north of Daytona Beach, Palm Coast is a master-planned 
haven known for extensive biking/walking trails, golf courses, and quiet, wooded 
neighborhoods. 

 Vibe: Relaxed, nature-oriented, and generally more affordable than neighboring St. 
Johns and Nassau counties. 

 Cost: Median home prices generally hover in the low to mid-$300s, making it highly 
attractive for retirees and families.  

5. Ormond Beach (Volusia County) 
 
Located immediately north of Daytona Beach, Ormond Beach offers an old-school 
beachside cottage vibe mixed with modern master-planned communities like 
Plantation Bay. 

 Vibe: Laid-back and charming with excellent access to the Halifax River and direct 
beach drives. 

 Cost: Median home prices range from the mid-$300s to $400s.  

 
If you're traveling along Florida's Atlantic coast from Fernandina Beach to Daytona Beach, 
you'll pass through several notable cities and beach communities. The drive is about 125 
miles (200 km) and typically takes a little over 2 hours without stops.  
Here are the main cities from north to south: 

1. Fernandina Beach – Historic downtown on Amelia Island, beaches, Fort Clinch, 
shops, and restaurants. 

2. Jacksonville – Florida's largest city, with museums, riverfront, sports, and extensive 
beaches. 

3. St. Augustine – The oldest continuously occupied European-established city in the 
U.S., known for its historic district, Castillo de San Marcos, and waterfront. 

4. Palm Coast – A quieter coastal city with parks, golf courses, and nature preserves. 
5. Flagler Beach – A laid-back beach town with a fishing pier and local restaurants. 
6. Ormond Beach – Scenic beaches, parks, and historic sites just north of Daytona 

Beach. 
7. Daytona Beach – Famous for its wide beaches, motorsports, boardwalk, and 

Daytona International Speedway.  

If you're looking for the best places to stop, I'd recommend: 

 Fernandina Beach (historic waterfront) 
 Jacksonville (riverfront and dining) 
 St. Augustine (history and sightseeing) 
 Flagler Beach (relaxed beach atmosphere) 



 Ormond Beach (less crowded beaches) 
 Daytona Beach (boardwalk and racing attractions) 

If you're considering moving anywhere between Fernandina Beach and Daytona Beach, 
each city has a different feel, cost, and lifestyle. Here's a comparison: 

City Best For Things to Consider 

Fernandina 
Beach 

Retirees, beach 
lovers, small-
town living 

Historic downtown, beautiful beaches, lower crime, but 
housing is among the more expensive on this stretch. 

Jacksonville 
Jobs, healthcare, 
shopping 

Florida's largest city offers the most employment 
opportunities, major hospitals, universities, and every 
type of neighborhood, but traffic can be heavy. 

St. Augustine 
History, culture, 
retirees 

Walkable historic district, excellent restaurants, and 
coastal living. Tourism and traffic can be significant, 
especially during peak seasons.  

Palm Coast 
Quiet suburban 
living 

Growing community with newer homes, parks, golf, and 
lower home prices than St. Augustine. Many residents 
appreciate the relaxed pace, though some note the area 
is becoming busier.  

Flagler 
Beach 

Relaxed beach 
lifestyle 

A charming "Old Florida" beach town with locally owned 
businesses, fishing, and surfing. Fewer shopping and 
dining options than larger cities, but a slower pace of 
life.   

Ormond 
Beach 

Families and 
retirees 

Generally quieter than Daytona, with good parks, 
established neighborhoods, and convenient access to 
shopping and healthcare.  

Daytona 
Beach 

Affordable 
coastal living 

Lower housing costs than several neighboring beach 
towns, entertainment, NASCAR events, and a busy 
tourism scene. Some neighborhoods are much quieter 
than others.   

Cost of living (generally) 

 Most expensive: Fernandina Beach and St. Augustine 
 Moderate: Ormond Beach and Palm Coast 
 More affordable: Daytona Beach and parts of Jacksonville  

Healthcare 
Jacksonville has the widest selection of hospitals and specialists. St. Augustine, Palm 
Coast, Ormond Beach, and Daytona Beach all have good regional healthcare systems, 
with Jacksonville serving as the primary medical hub for Northeast Florida. 
Weather and insurance 



All of these communities are on or near the Atlantic coast, so homeowners should expect 
higher windstorm and flood insurance costs than many inland areas. Insurance availability 
and premiums have become an important consideration throughout Florida.  
My recommendations by lifestyle 

 Best overall for retirement: Fernandina Beach or Ormond Beach 
 Best balance of affordability and quality of life: Palm Coast 
 Best for history and culture: St. Augustine 
 Best for jobs: Jacksonville 
 Best quiet beach town: Flagler Beach 
 Best value near the ocean: Daytona Beach 

If you're retired or planning to retire soon, Palm Coast and Ormond Beach are often 
considered among the best values on this stretch of coast because they combine relatively 
reasonable housing costs with access to beaches, healthcare, and everyday amenities. 
 
 


