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ransforming spaces,
empowering voices

Maura Trice, the artist behind some of Fayetteville's
most loved murals, shares her journey to becoming
a celebrated local muralist
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When Maura Trice moved from ltaly to the United S1ates in
2017, she had never painted anything larger than a canvas.
Todday, her vibrant mural "o Years of Color” graces the
Arts Council of Fayetteville/Cumberland County building.
celebrating artistic heritage while challenging viewers 1o
explore art history through her unique lens.

“IF you wait 1o be perfect 1o do anything, you'll never
dovit” Trice reflects an her journey from newecomer to
celebrated muralist.

This philosophy has guided her artistic evolution, from
her first large-scale public work in 2022 10 her latest
achievernent: a striking celebration of art history unveiled
duiring the 2024 International Folk Festival for the Ans
Council's soth anniversary.

Growing up in Italy, Trice was immersed in art from her
childhood threwgh her father's photegraphs, grandfather's
paintings and drawing sessions with her mother. This
immersion created Trice’s creative foundation, but finding
her authentic voice came after immigration.

“I learned how to speak up for mysalf. how 1o believe
in myself more,” she reflects. This newfound conhidence
has became a central theme in her work, particularly in
projects focusing on women's experiences and self-image.

Her breakthrough 202z exhibition, “More Than a Body,”
combined photography and digital art with raw personal
narratives from 1o lecal women. Each portrait was
displayed alongside the subject’s own waords, creating what
Trice describes as "a cathartic experience.” Participants
were encouraged to choose outhts and makeup that truly
represented them, while Trice used her photography and
drgital art 1o channel their narratives through symbolism.

“When we look at a picture, we are looking at a real
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person with dreams, expeciations, failures and successes”
Trice explains. ° wan observers 1o feel observed so they
can put themselves in these women's shoes.”

The exhibition became a catalyst for ransformation,
with participants sharing previously untold stories.

“Sometimes we set the bar so high on what we expect
from ourselves,” she observes, "We want 1o have a career,
kads, their aetivities, and there are never enough hours ina
day. On top of that, maybe we should be in shape and look
acertain way”

By day. Trice manages a manulacturing team of nine,
applying those erganizational skills 1o her artistic
endeavors during evenings and weekends. Her journey
from canvas to large-scale murals began in September of
2022, with “Two Tales of One City” celebrating Fayetteville
and North Carelina heritage. Using a projector 1o maintain
proportions across separate boards, she created her first
outdoor mural, which withstood two years of weather
and hurricanes, strengthening her confidence for more
ambitious projects.

5o Years of Color™ represents a bold vision of artistic
Ieritage, featuring reimagined works from well-known and
lesser-known artists.

“Coming from Europe, | decided to put a little bit of my
histery and choose artists that might have been bess known
here,” she explains.

The mural features reimagined versions of works by
Frida Kahlo and the iconic American Gothic, alongside
Ex ar like T delL ka. The piece
includes an inngvative element: a OR code linking to her
website featuring videos about each panel of the mural,
reflecting her commitment to accessibility and learning.




Mustrator and painter Moura Trice
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Trice's vibrant mural "50 Yeors af Color™ groces the Arts Councll of Fayetteviie/Cumberiand County building.

= wamed people 1o be able o enjoy and know the stones
belind each painting.” Trice says, "My idea was to not only
do something visually pleasing but also to get people more
involved in art history.”

Lauren Falls, marketing and evemis director an Cool
Spring Downtown District, praises the technical execution
arvd Community impact,

“Public art gives our downtown area a sense of
auihenticity,” Falls says. “Each mural tells its own story.
They are like ingerprints, each has its own identing.”

Sarah Busman, director of community engagement at the
Arts Council, notes how the mural invites multiple levels of
engagement

“You can experience its beauty and joy. or dig deeper,”
Busman says. "People come in saying, '| swear I've seen
that third piece before, and it becomes like a puzzle”

For Trice, seeing her completed murals installed is
particularly because she never sees them
assembled until installation day.

°| absolutely loved the day of the installation when we
did the reveal” she shares, *1 was explaining the stories of
the peaple represented, and people were asking questions
Getring them interested was mind-blowing, | understand
not everybody would be interested in art history, but being
able 1o pass on my enthusiasm and love for it was amazing”

The mural’s impact extends beyond aesthetacs, Having




wrowm upin aly where art is

“taken for grared” among ancient
statues and cathedrals, Trice Airds
Fayeneville's appreciation refreshing
She notes how public art fosters civie
pride, preventing vandalism not
khrowgh surveillance but through
mlﬂll‘lll\l'}'ml"l}l)hl P

“They take such pride in thedr city
cisplaying art than it prevens this
kind of behavior,” she observes. “The
deterrent isn't cameras or police
officers. iUs this exposure 1o art and
having events that create this sense
of pride”

Looking ahead, Trice continues
pushing boundaries with her next
project: photographs of local models
wearing dresses she's crafting from
recycled materials, beginning with
paper and cardboard. [t's another
example of her willingness 1o step
outside her comfort zone. She
anticipates debuting this exhibition
toward the end of 2025

“I realized that lack of confidence
was my worst enemy,” she shares.
“When | became more confident, |
started achieving more.”

Through intimate portraits and
public murals, Trice creates spaces
where women can see themselves
reflected and celebrated

As she reminds us, quoting Coco
Chanel, “Beauty begins the moment
you decide 1o be yoursell”

In Fayeneville's artistic landscape,
fher work stands as a testament 1o the
power of female voices and visions,
ANVITINg wiewers not just 1o look but
1o see themselves and others more
deeply. ®
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