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  The Chief Joe Mathias BC Aboriginal Scholarship 
Fund was established to honour  the memory of the 
late Chief Joe Mathias, a hereditary and elected Chief 
of the Squamish Nation. Chief Mathias is 
remembered for his vision and his leadership for the 
rights of aboriginal people in British Columbia and 
across the country.  Central to that  vision was his 
passionate belief in and advocacy for higher 
education for aboriginal young people.  This 
Scholarship Fund is dedicated to helping realize 
�-�R�H�¶�V���G�U�H�D�P���R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���S�R�V�W-secondary 
opportunities for energetic, dedicated and aspiring 
young Bri tish Columbia First Nation students, 
opportunities to enable them to realize their dreams 
of becoming leaders of tomorrow in the career of 
their choosing.  There is no more appropriate tribute 
to the work of Chief Mathias than to witness the 
success of the  young aboriginal graduates and 
scholarship recipients presented here.  First Nation 
doctors, businessmen and women, scientists, social 
workers, engineers, nurses, computer programmers, 
�O�D�Z�\�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�«�W�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��
future who will con tinue his legacy and ensure a 
bright and prosperous future for First Nations 
citizens and their communities.  The Chief Joe 
Math ias Scholarship has provided over 450 
scholarships to  over  350 students from over 100 
First Nations in BC since its inception in  2002. 

 


