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First Public Meeting

We will be hosting a public meeting on:

Jan 21, 2021
 via Zoom or Phone at 5:30pm

The goal of the meeting is to discuss the re-establishment of the historical society and creation of a governing board. We would welcome any potential members or volunteers to help re-establish the society.

Topics include:
-2021 Goals/vision of the society 
-Plans for displaying and organizing artifacts
-By-Laws and 501c status
-Volunteer opportunities & projects

Note: The agenda is posted on our website under “2021 vision”.
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	Recent Projects

NEW WEBSITE, EMAIL, AND FACEBOOK PAGE
The society is going digital with select articles, photos, and updates. Please visit the new website at fairfieldhistoryvt.org. We also have a new Facebook page titled “Fairfield Historical Society, Vt”. Our society email address is fairfieldhistoryvt@gmail.com 


	
	Cataloging Artifacts and Documents
We have begun to re-catalog and index artifacts that are currently located in the Town Clerk’s building. This will make it easier for the public to identify items, donor name, date etc. We will also try to index all available historical documents located at the Clerk’s office and BNML library and maintain a digital master index available to the town. We will post an update when we have a final “home” for artifacts and can display them with information.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Meeting Information

Who: Open to public
What: Re-establishment of society, creation of Board
When: January 21st, 2021 at 5:30 pm
Where: Virtual, via zoom (See FB or website link) or phone:
Dial: (+1 646 876 9923) 
Meeting ID: 831 5237 8082
Passcode: history

	
	
	Historical Donations welcome!
We welcome any donations, photos interviews, or stories. It is our hope to preserve the artifacts & documents both physically and digitally. Our goal is to make an easily referenced collection, that can be useful for school trips, family historians, or visitors.
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	Historic Property Updates

· Old Connor/Abell House: Located on the corner of West St, and owned by Martina Leclerc (West End Pizza), a portion of the home was renovated to meet the growing demand for their delicious food. They also expect creemees to be added later this year. The home was built around 1877 by Leonard Montgomery with updates in 1900. It was noted for its “fine use of walnut, ash, pine, oak, and black cherry” in interior construction.
	
	· The “Brick Store”: Located in Fairfield Center, the site is undergoing light historical renovation. A historic grant was awarded to make the structure more energy efficient. It will also facilitate the owner’s business, a graphic design and art studio with a workshop for heirloom letterpress and custom stationery. In addition, the owner plans to offer the community various art-based and creative classes. Renovation is expected over the next few years. 
	
	· Meeting House on the Green: See their website for info on painting upgrades completed in 2020 and restoration progress.

· The “Common School”: Located in Fairfield Center, the building was handed back from the school to the Town and will likely be used for town recreation programs and possibly exhibits for our artifacts.

	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	Local Historical Facts: 
· Fairfield swamp was once referred to as “Cedar Swamp” because of the numerous large cedars. Most of these once-valuable trees were cut and used for fence posts during the town’s initial pasture clearing years and others died after Dead Creek dam was built and the water rose. 
· Fairfield has a long history of practical invention and patents. Some patents include: A wool 
	
	carding machine, a “more efficient” hay rake, portable backpack tree tapper, fire escape ladder on an 1881 firetruck, weighing apparatus, washing/wringing machine, numerous sap bags, evaporating pans, and sap spouts. Today, residents continue to patent items that are useful for Vermonters such as the “Precision Tree Tapper” conceptualized by Evan Branon. See our website for more!
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· Jon Malboeuf is a talented artist, known for painting scenic and agricultural landscapes. He lives in northwest Fairfield with his wife Kelsey and two children. Check out his work at greenmountainartwork.com


· We will continue periodically featuring a local resident on our Facebook page. After reading comments from previous town meetings, we feel we could be a good venue for residents to get to know a little about each other, especially in these isolated times!
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· Bent Northrop Memorial Library
· The Meeting House on the Green
· Friends of Chester A Arthur
· Old Cemetery Association (Fairfield and VT)
· Vermont Covered Bridge Society
· Saint Albans Museum
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Requests
We are currently unavailable to assist with detailed family history or genealogy requests, however, as our membership grows we may be able to support research and volunteer access to ancestry.com, newspapers.com etc. If you are interested in volunteering as a researcher, please contact us.
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