Resolution #1
Subject:  
A Stand Against White Supremacy 
RESOLVED, that the congregations of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan decry every form and expression of racism and white supremacy, including those expressions by alt-right white supremacy, the Ku Klux Klan, Christian Identity Adherents, white nationalism, and Neo-Nazism, as antithetical to the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we denounce, repudiate, and work against white supremacy and every form of racial and ethnic hatred as evil and in non-compliance with our baptismal vows to:

· proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ;

· seek and serve Christ in all persons loving our neighbor as ourselves; and to

· strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being – 

and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan work with others committed to continuing the struggle to root out all remaining forms of intentional and unintentional racism in our midst; and be it further
RESOLVED, that we earnestly pray, both for those who advocate racist ideologies and those who are thereby deceived, that they may see their error through the light of the Gospel, repent of these hatreds, and come to know the peace and love of Christ through redeemed fellowship in the Kingdom of God, which is established from every nation, tribe, people, and language.

EXPLANATION/RATIONALE:
When considering this resolution, we ask that you consider the following points.

In Scripture:

· the Psalmist proclaimed, “The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants, belong to the LORD” (Psalm 24:1); and 

· the Apostle Peter said, “God doesn’t show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him” (Acts 10:34–35); and

· Galatians 3:27-28 explains that our justification before God is based on faith in Christ Jesus and not in our ethnicity; and

· Scripture teaches, “From one man [God] has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live” (Acts 17:26); and 

· Scripture proclaims that Jesus is purchasing by His blood believers “from every tribe and language and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9); and 

· throughout eternity we will gather with a “multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and language” in worship of our risen Savior (Revelation 7:9).

Our Catechism teaches that:

· the mission of the church “is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.”; and that

· the church carries out its mission through the ministry of all its members.

The United States is experiencing the resurgence of a political movement that is reigniting social animosities, reversing improvements in race relations, dividing the people of this country, excusing violence, and is promoting hatred, classism, and ethnic/racial separation.
The Episcopal Church:

· continues to repent of the racism of which we have been guilty, whether consciously or unconsciously; and has committed itself to full inclusion of all people; to the dismantling of systems that practice and promote systemic oppression; and the rejection of bigoted policies that promote violence, discriminate, impoverish, under-educate, and deny people basic human rights; and

· the Episcopal Church continues to renew its commitment to eradicate racism in all its forms and has promoted action on this commitment through various documents and teaching series including: the 1994 Pastoral Letter, The Sin of Racism, the anti-racism training manual Seeing the Face of God in Each Other, and A Way Forward: Reflections, Resources & Stories Concerning Ferguson, Racial Justice & Reconciliation.
Resolution #2

Subject:         Sanctuary Churches 
RESOLVED, that the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan will support congregations that have committed themselves to providing shelter and sanctuary to people whose immigration status is being litigated, and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan encourage all congregations to learn about the meaning of immigration sanctuary and consider their role in this issue, and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan encourage all congregations to offer tangible and spiritual support to sanctuary congregations as their resources allow, and be it further
RESOLVED, that sanctuary congregations will provide guidance to others who are considering this type of outreach and support to immigrants.

EXPLANATION/RATIONALE

The Episcopal Church’s fifth baptismal covenant proclaims that we will strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being. Millions of human beings in this country are caught in conflicts over immigration laws. Many immigrant families are being separated from their loved ones. Many people have been arrested and detained because of their official immigration status, and many others live in jeopardy of being captured and detained. Many immigrants are being forced to live where they do not wish. We pray for the well-being of our new neighbors, who give us the gift of their presence among us. Some churches have discerned a call for responding to this human crisis in the United States, and some congregation(s) in the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan have committed themselves to providing shelter and sanctuary for people whose immigration status is in doubt.

Resolution #3
Subject:  
Call for a Humane and Just Immigration System
RESOLVED, that the 183rd Convention of the Diocese of Michigan urge congregations to seek information in order to more fully understand the current immigration policies of the United States, the deportation policies affecting adults, children, refugees and others, as well as the Secure Communities program of the U.S. Immigration and Custom Enforcement agency (ICE); and be it further

RESOLVED, that Episcopalians urge lawmakers and local officials to commit to the principles of humane immigration enforcement; and be if further

RESOLVED, that Episcopalians in the Diocese of Michigan are urged to seek collaboration in study and action with other congregations and community groups regarding immigration and deportation policies, as well as meeting and communicating with their elected representatives. 

EXPLANATION/RATIONALE:

In the fifth Baptismal Covenant in the Book of Common Prayer, we proclaim that we will “strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being”.

Some of the practices followed currently by ICE and some state and local law enforcement agencies have been found to be unjust, inhumane and disrespectful to the dignity of those arrested and detained. As people of faith in community, we are called to welcome the stranger and to love our neighbor. 

Suggestions for ways to learn more about these issues include adult education forums, book study, and community workshops and other learning opportunities. 

The Episcopal Migration Ministries of The Episcopal Church has as its mission to “live the call of welcome by supporting refugees, immigrants, and the communities that embrace them as they walk together in The Episcopal Church’s movement to create loving, liberating, and life-giving relationships rooted in compassion”. (www.episcopalmigrationministries.org) 

The General Convention of the Episcopal Church has addressed immigration issues in the form of resolutions.  The 77th General Convention of the Episcopal Church (2012) passed a resolution regarding immigration practices then in force. The resolution called for a halt to the Secure Communities program of ICE, which was suspended in 2014, and reinstated in January of 2017, and was described as a program “in which local jurisdictions send fingerprints of detainees suspected of immigration violations to federal authorities, which in practice leads to lengthy detention at the public expense of unrepresented immigrants who have no serious charges pending against them, and effectively discourages victims of various crimes, such as domestic violence, from reporting those crimes”. The resolution also urged the Episcopal Church “to decry the use of racial profiling or the use of race as a reason to question one’s immigration status”, and asked that the Church “oppose the use of identity checks for the purpose of determining immigration status”. 

The 78th General Convention (2015) passed resolutions urging support of expanded immigration relief to keep families together (maintaining DACA – Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals), urging Church-wide assistance to undocumented persons, forming partnerships with local agencies to provide assistance to immigrant families, and more. 

More information and suggestions for action can be found on the Covenant 5 website: www.covenant5.org 
Resolution #4
Subject:       Call for Basic Human Needs to be Met
RESOLVED, that the 183rd Convention of the Diocese of Michigan urge congregations to seek information in order to more fully understand the gospel human obligation and necessity to provide for currently unmet basic human needs for water, food, shelter and health care for every human being; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that Episcopalians urge lawmakers and other public officials to commit to meeting the basic human needs for water, food, shelter and health care; and be it further

RESOLVED, that in addition to meeting and communicating with their elected officials, Episcopalians in the Diocese of Michigan seek collaboration in study and action with other congregations and community groups that are finding ways to meet the basic human needs for water, food, shelter and health care.

EXPLANATION/RATIONALE:

The Bible contains many stories about water, food, shelter and healing, and the commands of God and Jesus that people of faith act to care for their fellow human beings and provide for their basic needs. This foundation is the basis for the study and actions called for in the above resolves. Additionally, in the fifth Baptismal Covenant in the Book of Common Prayer, we pledge that we will “strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being.”

In 2015, the 78th General Convention concurred as amended a Resolution that “affirms full funding support for safety net programs that address poverty, nutrition and health care of vulnerable populations.”

WATER: “Anyone who gives a cup of cold water to drink…” Previously passed General Convention resolutions have called us to educate ourselves “about public environmental decisions that affect society’s most vulnerable;” for “the Church at all levels to become active stewards of water resources through conservation efforts and stewardship steps,” and to “work on public policy that makes clean water accessible to all persons.”

People in Michigan have varying degrees of awareness about the events and deliberate or neglectful actions by elected and other public state and local officials concerning drinking water that have harmed the lives and health of our fellow human beings. Additional threats to the Great Lakes water basin and the people who depend on them for clean drinking water include aging pipelines and for-profit withdrawals of water. In our own diocese, we have a theologian and prophet who has written about this in “Where the Water Goes Around: Beloved Detroit.” We offer this suggested resource for your consideration. See also http://www.oilandwaterdontmix.org/problem and http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2016/12/why_nestle_pays_next_to_nothin.htmlhttp://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2016/12/why_nestle_pays_next_to_nothin.html
FOOD: “Feed my lambs.” In 2015 the 78th General Convention passed a Resolutions that “affirms food ministries and programs within the Church and encourages Church-wide commitment to food systems focused on sustainability, equity, cultural diversity, and accessibility to healthy food.” Another Resolution that passed affirms “public policies that promote sustainable farms and land use, safe and healthy food cultivation, production and distribution, the labor rights and safety of farm workers, and public food programs for the poor.”  One in 6 children in Michigan and one in seven people are not able to meet their own needs for food without assistance. More than 34% of households that receive Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits in Michigan include children. The proposed federal budget for 2018 and beyond would hit Michigan very hard. Many congregations in the EDOMI are working on hunger issues. It is hoped that we could work together even more to feed more hungry people and help them achieve the means to afford food for themselves. http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in america/michigan/?referrer=https://www.google.com/ 

SHELTER: “The Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” In 21st century America there is serious concern that changes in the economy such as rising economic inequality and declining incomes in the lower and middle classes, as well as proposals for changes in state and federal housing funding assistance are leading to an increase in homelessness and a rising need for shelter. There are also concerns about the rise in children living in shelters and otherwise unstable housing. General Convention previously reaffirmed “its commitment to provide affordable housing for those with low-and moderate income.” https://www.cbpp.org/research/2017-federal-rental-assistance-factsheets-sources-and-methodology 

HEALTH CARE: “Heal the sick.” We are called. In a Resolution concurred as amended, the 78th General Convention “calls on states to fund Medicaid and publicly funded home and community services for the disabled, and end the segregation of developmentally disabled persons.” The ongoing struggle to provide health care for every person in our country continues to be complex and difficult. The need continues to be great. 

ACTIONS: Suggestions for ways to learn more about these issues include adult education forums, book study, community workshops and other learning opportunities. Suggestions for acting on them include identifying other congregations, organizations that are advocating and working for systemic change as well as providing hands-on services. Please share what you learn with others in the Diocese and with the Covenant 5 website.

More information and suggestions for action can be found on the Covenant 5 website: www.covenant5.org 

Resolution #5

Subject: 
Suicides in Young People Hit 40-Year High

RESOLVED, that The Episcopal Diocese of Michigan urges members of the diocese and its congregations and other interested persons to: 

1.) Learn and educate others about the increased rate of suicide among young people. 
2.) Become familiar with the many factors that can lead to suicide. 
3.) Look for and encourage parents, family members, friends, teachers, clergy, and health care providers to look for the warning signs that young people are at risk. Warning signs include:

· Talking about wanting to die

· Talking about feeling trapped

· Talking about feeling unbearable pain, or feeling like a burden to others

· Behaving recklessly

· Becoming socially isolated

This list is necessarily brief and not all-inclusive. Some people manifest very different warning signs; some show none. For more comprehensive information, please see the American Federation for Suicide Prevention’s website at https://afsp.org/about-suicide/risk-factors-and-warning-signs/

4.) Take action:  Responses need to be tailored to the situation and the person in crisis. Some actions that may help include contacting physicians, hospitals, mental health professionals and telephone hotline services such as the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255. You can also take action when the person is not in crisis, to help them and to educate yourself and to become a better advocate. The AFSP website has a section devoted to ways to take action: https://afsp.org/take-action 

5.) Create an open environment where young people are encouraged to discuss their concerns about themselves and others with their parents, teachers and clergy, knowing that they can reach out for help and that someone will be there to help.
6.) Teach Coping and Problem-Solving Skills. Focus on developing and strengthening communication and problem-solving skills, conflict resolution, help-seeking and coping skills.

7.) Provide Scriptural references that affirm that life in sacred.

8.) Partner with community mental health and mental health providers in and outside congregations along with outside community coalitions.
EXPLANATION/RATIONALE:

In the fifth Baptismal Covenant in the Book of Common Prayer, we proclaim that we will “strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being”. Respecting the dignity of every human being includes recognizing threats to that dignity and to human life.

Covenant 5 is active in the effort to abolish bullying. Cyberbullying and other forms of bullying may cause or contribute to death by suicide.

The suicide rate among teenage girls continues to rise, reaching a 40-year high in 2015, according to a new analysis released Thursday, August 10, 2017. 

Suicide rates doubled among girls and rose by more than 30 percent among teen boys and young men between 2007 and 2015, the updated breakdown from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) finds. [See Suicide Rates for Teens Aged 15-19 Years, by Sex -- United States, 1975-2015. CDC] Also, according to the CDC, in 2007, 4,320 children and young adults aged up to 24 died by suicide, making suicide among the top four causes of death for people 10 and up. In 2015, 5,900 kids and adults aged 10 to 24 died by suicide, separate CDC data shows.

Social media can help or hurt, as do economic factors. Governments can make sure people have somewhere to live and economic support, the CDC advises. “Exposure to violence (e.g., child abuse and neglect, bullying, peer violence, dating violence, sexual violence, and intimate partner violence) is associated with increased risk of depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, suicide, and suicide attempts.” 

Information for this rationale came from a report by Maggie Fox, NBC News and was submitted by Donald Thompson of Covenant 5.

Suggestions for ways to learn more about these issues and actions that should be taken include adult education forums, book study, and community workshops and other learning opportunities. 
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