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Delaware Governor John Carney has
unveiled a proposed state operating budget
exceeding $6 billion for the upcoming fiscal
year, marking an 8% increase despite a pro-
jected 2% revenue decline in the current
year. Carney's plan is higher than the bench-
mark recommended by the state's revenue
projection panel, following a nearly 10%
increase in the current year's budget, while
the state’s population grew only 1%.

The notable growth in spending is attributed
to pay raises for state employees and esca-
lating healthcare costs for both current em-
ployees and retirees.

Future Revenue Shortfalls Ahead: Finance
Secretary Rick Geisenberger warms of project-
ed flat revenues for the next two years, declin-
ing by 2% in the current fiscal year and then
increasing by an equal amount in fiscal 2025.
Looking ahead to fiscal year 26, there's a pos-
sibility of drawing from the stabilization find
unless revenues significantly rebound.

State Needs Cash Next Year: Camey wams
of potential revenue softening over the next
two years and suggests a reliance on the
"budget stabilization fund," created in 2018 to
address future shortfalls. The Governor antici-
pates the need to tap into the stabilization fund
to cover shortfalls in the coming years.
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Despite this, the State is proposing:
The Largest State Operating Budget: The
operating budget will now exceed $6B almost
$2B more than Camey’s first budget.

No Post Covid -19 Cuts : Following Covid-
19, the budget increased by almost 9% each
year. There are no post-covid budget cost
savings.

Another 8% Salary Increase for Teachers:
Carney's proposed budget allocates for 8% up
after 2024’s 10% wage hike for teachers, aim-
ing to raise starting pay for teachers to
$60,000 by fiscal 2028.

Unstoppable Healthcare Costs: now 40%:
Healthcare spending constitutes nearlty 40%
of the budget growth and recommending a
$200 million increase for Medicaid and
healthcare plans for state employees/retirees.
9% Less for Non-Profits: Camey also wants
a smaller grants and aid package of $66.5
million for community organizations, non-
profits, and volunteer fire companies.

Almost Nothing for EV Mandate: Budget
calls for $4 infrastructure to support the EV
mandate.

Despite the proposed budget's growth, Camey
urges caution in expenditure to ensure long-
term sustainability given the anticipated reve-
nue challenges in the coming years.

State Treasurer Offers Families Financial Advice

54% of Families Stress About Finances.
State Treasurer Offers Tips for Managing Families Finances.

Advice from Personal Finance Experts is
posted on the State of Delaware website by
State Treasurer Colleen Davis:

1. Explore Cost-Saving Measures

Leamn and implement

ways to save on every- [
day expenses. This
might involve energy-
efficient home improve-
ments, comparison shop- &
ping for insurance, or

using coupons and discounts when
shopping

2. Re-evaluate Your Budget

In times of rising prices, it’s essential

to reevaluate your budget regularly. Identify
areas where you can cut back on discretion-
ary spending to offset the impact of infla-
tion on necessities.

3. Maintain an Emergency Fund

Emergency funds are financial safety nets
to fall back on if something happens. Most

financial experts advise setting aside three
to six months (at least) worth of living ex-
penses in a readily accessible account. This
fund can help you weather unexpected ex-
penses without using credit cards or deplet-
ing your savings.

5. Pay Off High-Interest Debt
Paying off high-interest debts, i.e.,
credit card balances, should be a
top priority. High-interest debt
can compound your financial
challenges in an inflationary environment.
6. Consider Salary Negotiations

If you’re an employee, don’t hesitate to
discuss salary adjustments with your em-
ployer to keep pace with inflation. This is
particularly important for maintaining your
family’s financial stability.

7. Automate Your Savings

Set up automatic contributions to your sav-
ings and investment accounts. Consistency
help you achieve your goal.
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Residents Approve $327/Family More
For Brandywine School District

February, 13,2024 Residents in Brandywine Hundred overwhelmingly
approved a proposed tax increase, voting in favor of a 45-cent raise per $100
of assessed value spread over two years resulting in an average cost increase
of $327 for homeowners over the initial two-year period.

District administrators embarked on an extensive outreach campaign, engag-
ing communities through town hall meetings and Civic Associations. Their
message stressed the imperative nature of the tax hike to avoid "devastating
programmatic cuts and staff reduction," with potential reverberations resonat-
ing across schools and the broader community. The district faced a possible
2.7% reduction in programs and staff, translating to a $6.5 million cut in the
first year.

The escalating cost of educating a student is still rising from $16,722 to
$23,150/student since the last referendum, with expectations of continued
growth with the new tax hike.

Despite financial investment, student performance has remained stagnant,
with only 39% of students reading at grade level, marking a 2% decline since
2016. The district officials have refrained from making any

mance across the district.

Note: Parents who had registered speak were not allow to ask %te
questions at the School Board Meeting the night before the

Tell us what you think about the Governor’s

Administration plan for growing the Govern-

promises regarding improvements in reading and math perfor-
vote. Officials did not respond to the reason when asked at the press deadline.
ment 10X faster than the State’s population?

Ground Hog didn’t see his shadow! Yahoo!! Wont be long before Spring is here. Call us!
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Community Perspective:

Governor Camey's 2025 Budget Sparks Debate
Over Spending and Sustamability.

By Former Rep. Ruth Briggs King

Can you imagine if you planned to spend
more than you eam? Your family and
friends would think you were nuts! It
would be like stepping off a cliff without a
parachute.

But that is precisely the risk the
Governor’s 2025 budget presents
for Delaware. Let’s examine this
year’s budget:

Repetitive Spending Patterns:
Let’s compare Governor Carney's
budget proposal to an old, worn-
out song, suggesting that it fol-
lows a familiar and potentially
unsustainable pattern of increased
spending.

DEFAC Recommendations

Ignored: The Delaware Economic and
Financial Advisory Council's (DEFAC)
projections indicate a decrease in revenue
for the state. However, Governor Carmey's
budget proposes the largest increase in
spending, going against DEFAC recom-
mendations. This divergence raises con-
cerns about the prudence of the budget.

Continuous Budget Growth: The annual
inclusion of 'door openers' in the budget,
assuming that previous funding levels will
be maintained or increased. This practice
leads to an expanded budget each year,
with little consideration for spending cuts
or the elimination of outdated programs.

Impact on Delaware's
Economy: The Delaware's
economy is not growing due
to factors such as increasing
energy costs, expensive man-
dates, and labor issues. These
issues not only affect state
spending but also impact
business revenue and person-
al income, which are crucial
sources of income for the
state.

Taxation and Surplus Funds: Past prom-
ises to reduce taxes when the economy
improves, which were not fulfilled. It
points out that while there were surplus
funds, new spending was enacted, raising
questions about fiscal responsibility.
Smoothing Fund: Governor Carney's

suppott for a smoothing fund is acknowl-
edged as a positive step. However, we

need legislative codification to ensure the
policy's continuity beyond the current ad-
ministration.

Healthcare and Education Costs: The
significant budget allocation for healthcare
and education, particularly the two billion
dollars directed to each is unsustainable.
We need policy changes in areas like
Medicaid benefits, fraud prevention, and
mandates on healthcare providers.

Education Spending and Performance:
Despite being among the highest spenders
on education, Delaware is cited as one of
the lowest-performing states in terms of
student outcomes. Change is necessary but
not in the form of increased funding,

Remaining State Services: The remaining
two billion dollars cover various state ser-
vices, such as prisons, environmental en-
forcement, foster care, facility mainte-
nance, and state vehicles must be priori-
tized like every family already does.

Let’s Seek a Sound Fiscal Policy: We
need for sound fiscal policy, which in-
volves creativity, balance, prioritization,
and sensible objectives, rather than merely
increasing spending on existing programs.

Community Poll: Expand
Government or Cut Taxes?

In an recent online survey, Delaware Residents
seem to disagree with State Officials:

After four years of budget surpluses, should the
State reduce taxes to let families spend more of
their own money?

TN% Yes, the emergency is over, stop spending.

29% No, everyone is not okay. Some still need help.

If Covid-19 was expensive and required in-
creased spending to help people survive, should
there be a spending reduction when Covid is
over?

68% Yes. Inflation is hurting families, They need help.
28% No. Government is better equipped to help
people fairly.

An Online Survey of 250 Delaware voters between 1/15
and 2/4/2024

Former Delaware General Assembly
member Ruth Briggs King, is a vocal critic
of the budget and the process of building
Delaware’s State Budget .

About This Paper

For more information about this
publication, please feel free to call
George D. Rotsch
302-354-5730.
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This publication is a cooperative effort
between DispatchDE LLC., and
Brandywine Beacon Send comments,
suggestions and resumes to publish-
er@DispatchDE.com.

Advertising Space is Available.
Call 302-354-5730

Note: this Newspaper was edited with
the assistance of ChatGPT.

Annual Benefit Concert Fea-
tures Local Artist Performing

500 N. Market Street, Wilmington, DE 19801 March 2nd

Get ready to step back in time and groove

to the tunes of 1984 at the 12th Annual
Shine A Light benefit concert. This year's
musical extravaganza promises to be an
unforgettable celebration of 12 years of
music, resilience, and community, all
while supporting music education in Del-
aware.

Local and regional artists will take the
stage to cover the iconic hits of 1984,
bringing to life the sounds of legends like
Bruce Springsteen, Prince, and Cyndi
Lauper. From "Like a Virgin" to "When

Meet Theresa Vallier-Thomas
Founder and CEQ

Doves Cry," the evening will be a nostal-
gic journey through the chart-topping
songs that defined an era.

Beyond the music, Shine A Lightis a
beacon of support for the Delaware arts
community. All ticket sales directly con-
tribute to grant funding initiatives by The
Light Up the Queen Foundation, a non-
profit dedicated to providing high-quality
music education programs for under-
served youth in the state. In 2023, the
foundation granted nearly $58,000 to
music education programs at six local
nonprofit organizations.

For an exclusive experience, VIP tickets
are available, offering a 2-hour pre-party,
gourmet hors d'oeuvres, an open bar, and
access to both balcony and pit areas. Grab

Are You A HGTV Fan?

We are Delaware’s home
staging company!

We make your home ready to
sell by working with you and
your realtor.

£
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Call us at 302-367-4576
www.juststageright.com

Shine A Light on 1984: A Night of Music,
gy Celebration, and Giving Back at the Queen!

your tickets now and shine a light on the
power of music education in Delaware!

www.lightupthequeen.org/shinealight/

Delaware Symphony to
Honor John Williams
and Pop Music... finally.

On March 22, the Delaware Symphony
proudly presents A John Williams Cele-
bration, under the direction of guest con-
ductor Scott Speck.

This special performance is a tribute to
the remarkable career of John Williams,
showcasing a cross section of his most
iconic and cherished compositions. In
honor of Williams’ enduring collabora-
tion with director Steven Spielberg, we
will feature his work from beloved mov-
ies such as Jurassic Park, Jaws, Close
Encounters of the Third Kind, Schindler’s
List, and E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial. Im-
merse yourself in the magic of Williams’
music, which has left an indelible mark
on popular culture, including the enchant-
ing world of Harry Potter and the time-
less Star Wars saga.

This represents the new way of thinking
for the Delaware Symphony. There has
been a debate within the symphony com-
munity between preserving a rich artistic
heritage and adapting to the changing
tastes and expectations of contemporary
audiences. John William’s tribute signals
an appeal to a new audience of music
patrons and expansion of the arts.

Tickets are still available at
www.delawaresymphony.org



Opinions and Perspectives

“We Should Build the State Budget with
Family Principles & Common Sense.”

Delaware State Representative
Michael Ramone, 21st District

The ongoing debate on
government spending often '
overlooks a concept — fiscal
responsibility. State govern-
ment needs to emulate the
financial prudence average
families exhibit in their
budgeting and spending
decisions.

We should compare gov-

ernment practices to family
financial management. The government

“Trim the Family Budget”,
“Make Better Choices”

"Budgeting isn't about restriction; it's
about intentional choices. As an urban
mom, ['ve discovered that planning meals
ahead, embracing second-hand treasures,
and diving into DIY hacks not only save
money but also infuse our
home with creativity and
resourcefulness. It's not
merely about cutting
costs; it's about investing |,
wisely in what truly mat- ¢
ters for our family. From
energy-efficient practices
to clever subscription
management, every deci-
sion is a step towards financial freedom.
Our home is a haven of mindful spending,
where every penny saved brings us closer
to the security and fulfillment we cherish.
It's not just a budget; it's a lifestyle of pur-
poseful abundance.”

Florence,
Wilmington, Delaware

""In times of uncertainty, the choice be-
tween saving and spending becomes a
path for financial resilience. Saving is not
just about storing money; it's a shield
against the unknown. While spending
brings temporary satisfaction, saving
cultivates peace of mind and a sense of
security. It's a balance that ensures stabil-
ity in the face of unpredictability. In un-
certain times, the real value lies not just
in what we spend today, but in what we |
save for a more secure tomorrow."

Mark, Lewes, Delaware

D

|

ELAWARE
SWIM SCHOOL

; Redeeut Thi Ticket, for oy FREE givi lespom in  upcanting ek sespiond

- 30min group lessons

- 30min semi-private lessons
« Adult swim lessons

« Swim Angelfish lessons

- Birthday Parties

« Open Swim
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+ | determination and love for
% your family's well-being.

might be more inclined to operate within
its means. Unchecked spending without
corresponding income, akin to the lessons

_learned by families, can lead
to financial instability and
enduring consequences, par-
ticularly relevant as the State
Budget reaches unprecedent-
ed levels.

The family budgeting princi-
ple of prioritization, propos-
ing that the government pri-
oritize essential expenses like
infrastructure, healthcare, and

education before allocating funds to discre-

“Get Second Job”,
“Pay off the Cards”

“Sometimes life hands you challenges that
demand more than what one job can offer.
Don't shy away from getting a second job.
It's not about pride; it's about responsibility.

I've learned that hard work is
the key to overcoming ob-
stacles. A second job isn't
just about making ends
meet; it's a testament to your

-

Embrace the opportunity to
provide not just for today but to secure a
better tomorrow. It's a path paved with re-
silience and sacrifice, and your dedication
will inspire generations to come." .
Edward,
Newark, Delaware

"Paying off credit cards isn't just about
money; it's a step towards freedom. It's not
just about numbers; it's about reclaiming
control and building a future free from
debt's burdens. The advantage lies in the
empowerment and peace of mind gained, a
journey towards a debt-free horizon."
; Elizabeth,
Elsmere, Delaware

See Editor’s Note
on www.dispatchde.com
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tionary items, ensures that critical needs
are addressed before resources are directed
to non-essential projects.

Furthermore, saving for the future is essen-
tial and calls for the government to estab-
lish a fiscal reserve to address economic
downturns and unforeseen challenges. By
planning strategically, the government can
be prepared for uncertainties without re-
sorting to hasty and potentially harmful
fiscal measures.

During challenging times, the government
should mirror the discipline practiced by
families, opting to evaluate and prioritize
expenditures rather than resorting to deficit

“Investinwhat s Inportant”
‘Face difficult choices ™

"Being smart about your money isn't
always easy, but it's undeniably crucial.
It requires thoughtful decisions, disci-
pline, and a vision for the future. In a
__ world filled with temptations,
choosing financial prudence is a
- testament to your commitment to
asecure and fulfilling life. It's the
path less traveled, but its rewards
echo through your financial well-
i being and peace of mmd The
difficulty
lies in the
choices, but the
importance lies 8
in the impact —  ~
shaping a future
where your mon-
ey works intelligently for you, not the
other way around.
Lois,
Middletown, DE

"Juggling the family budget is no walk
in the park; it's tough, sometimes a bit
scary, and downright frustrating. But,
here's the deal — you've got to face it.
Think of'it like solving a puzzle. Sure, it
might feel a bit challenging, but finding
away to deal with it is the key to un-
locking a more secure and peaceful
future for your family. So, take a deep
breath, tackle it one step at a time, and
remember, you're not alone in this fi-
nancial journey
Juan,
‘Wilmington, Delaware

spending and burdening future generations
with debt.

We call for the government to adopt a
family-like approach to budgeting is seen
as a means to foster transparency and ac-
countability. Clear communication about
budget allocations, expenditures, and the
rationale behind financial decisions builds
trust between the government and its citi-
zens.

The universal principles of prudence,
prioritization, saving for the future, and
living within means are applicable.

By incorporating these principles, the
government can lead by example promot-
ing economic stability and securing a pros-
perous future for all. We should pursue
more bi-partisan efforts, transcend political
differences, and work towards a fiscally
responsible and prosperous future.

Delaware Sports

Blue-Gold Basketball
Tournaments Tips Off

with Best H.S. Players

On March 16 at Smyrna High School, the
very best boys and girls basketball players
in Delaware will be gathering for the Blue
Gold Basketball Tournament. The top 30
boys and 30 girls are nominated by their
coaches and selected by all the coaches
statewide. 17 players from upstate repre-
sent the Blue team and 13 players from
downstate represent the Gold team . Two
upstate players are assigned to Gold to
even the numbers.

But the event is not just about basketball.

+ There is also a scholarship opportunity.
= All senior basketball players, regardless

of whether they’re selected for the tourna-
ment , are invited to write about an inci-
dent in their basketball experience, and the
important lesson they leared from

it. Additionally, the event supports a char-
ity each year.

This year, the Delaware Safety Council
will be the beneficiary. Outside, there will
be exhibits by SmartDrive, the Safety
Council, the Office of Highway Safety
and the Delaware State Police focused on
driving safety, always an issue of concern
with teen drivers.

Sponsorships are be-
ing accepted. The
Girls’ game starts at
noon, and the Boys
will tip off at 2 pm.
Use QRC for ticket
information.

Keep your Fitness & Health
Resolution of this year with an
individual,

couple or family

membership to D-Fit!

www.delswimfit.com

Agquatics, Pickle Ball, Spin, Karate,

Zumba, Weigh training, Yoga & More!

POLLY DRUMMOND
SHOPPING CENTER

Pike Creek Delaware



People in the News

Debbie Rhodunda
Citizen Advocate

State Treasurer
Colleen Davis presides over
largest State Budget Ever!

Superintendent Green calls tax
hike in Red Clay Schools an
investment in the future.

Brandywine Hundred

People Making an Impact In Delaware!

o  State Treasurer Colleen Davis offers tax payers advice
on managing the family budget on her website.
www.treasurer.delaware.gov/finlit/

o  Superintendent Green asks residents to pay a higher %
their income to the public schools as an investment!.

o Debbie Rhodunda is a community activist who cares
about the people in her com-
munity.

o After losing her husband,

Louise Cummings Supporting Kidds helped her
. family. She took over to
Executive Director, L .
S keep it going thru Covid. Now
Supporting Kidds training 12 new facilitators.

Liberty and Freedom vs. the Collective Good. .. 2024

The debate over government spending
and personal freedom is like a long-
standing puzzle, showing the struggle

It's like a tug-of-war between making sure
everyone has what they need and letting
people decide what to do with their own

between helping everyone and letting peo- money. Finding the right balance is a bit

ple help themselves and their family.

Some folks say the government should
spend more to make sure everyone gets
what they need, like good schools and
healthcare. They believe this helps the
whole community and makes things fair-
er. On the other hand, there are people

tricky but very important. Some think
more government is the answer, while
others say less government is better.

It's a tough decision for leaders, needing to
consider both short-term needs and long-
term plans to create a money system that
helps everyone and still lets individuals

who think the government should stay out  make their own choices.
of our wallets. They think if we have more  jtimately, finding the right balance be-

of our own money, we can use it to start
businesses, be creative, and take care of
ourselves. Every dollar the gov’t spends
comes from someone else working.

comes a delicate dance in policy-making.
Here are a few of the bills moving through
the legislature this month. Tell your legis-
lator how you feel.

—

OUR FEBRUARY/MARCH
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Country Line Dancing at the Delaware Veterans Post #1 on 2535 Veterans Drive in
North Wilmington on February 23, March 1and March 22 at 7:00 pm

Shine a Light on 1984 Concert is hosted Light Up the Queen Foundations on March
2 at 8:00 at the Queen Theatre in Wilmington. Proceeds support music education.

State of the State Adress by Governor Joln Carmey on Tuesday March 5 at 200 pm
at Legislative Hall Watch online at www.delaware gov

Liz Longley will perform at the Arden Concert Guild on March 14 at 8:00 pm. The
tickets are available at ardenconcerts.com

Mount Pleasant High School presents JESUS GHRIST SUPERSTAR on March 14 -16
at the high school. Tickets can be purchased at www.mphsarama.com

The Mystery of Edwin Drood opens March 16 at the Candlelight Theatre in Arden |

Delaware. The show runs through April. Tickets available at the Box office at
302-415-2313.
Blive Gold Al-Star Baskethall Tournament March 76 at Smyrma High School, fea-
tures the very best bays and girls basketball players in Delaware .
On March 22, the Delaware Symphony Orchestra proudly
presents A John Williams Celebration, composer of iconic music
from Star Wars, Happy Potter, Jaws and more.
Ticktet info www. delaware symphony .org.

New Bills Impacting Taxes & the Budget

HB29-HA1: “§750 Senior Property Tax Credit”— Submitted by Rep. Hens-
ley. Assigned to Appropriations in Apr. ‘23.—HB234, introduced by Rep.
Ramone increases allowance to $1000 for property

HB36: Reduces real estate transfer tax from 4% back down to 3% . — Sub-
mitted by Rep. Bush (superseding HB71, previously submitted by Rep. Ra-
mone).— Assigned to Appropriations in Jan. ‘23

HB89 Increase Standard Deduction for DE Taxes - Passed House 39-0,
released from Senate committee. On Ready List.— Amended in Senate and
provisions to INCREASE the Standard Deduction were STRIPPED, leav-
ing only an increase in “refundable” earned income tax credit to 7.5%.
HBI128 ‘Revision to State Tax Brackets - Establishing new brackets be-
tween $60K-100K and above $100K. Reported out of committee. On
House Ready List since May 23

HS1 for HB110 “Taxpayer-Funded Abortion”— Provides for insurance and
Medicaid coverage for abortions —without deductible or co-pay. — Assigned
to the House Appropriations committee.

HB150“Universal Child Health Coverage”— Extend Medicaid coverage to
children who are not otherwise covered, including those who are not docu-
mented.— Assigned House Appropriations committee

SB59/SB58 “Government Control of Childcare Reimbursement Rates™—
Establishes statewide wage for childcare rate for providers in Kent & Sussex
that mirrors New Castle County rates. Eliminates childcare co-pay for 200%
of the poverty level (as was done during COVID-19 emergency)

HS1 for HB167 “Funding for School Resource Officers”™ Up to $21 Mil-
lion for 219 public schools in Delaware, providing for at least 1 school re-
source officer in every school.— Assigned to Appropriations Committee.
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