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The Delaware State Budget growing and growing! 

Our Pending Financial Crisis    
How Can We Fund More Education, Health Care, Food & Housing as Our Economy Declines? 
 

HOCKESSIN, DE: The Hockessin 4th 
of July Parade, a beloved tradition da-
ting back nearly 50 years, continues to 
unite the community through a day of 
festive events. Entirely volunteer-driven 
and funded solely by donations, this 
celebration kicks off with morning 
neighborhood relays, followed by the 
renowned afternoon parade, and con-
cludes with a spectacular fireworks dis-
play at dusk. 

Organizers emphasize the importance of 
community support to keep this tradition 

thriving. Volunteers are crucial for vari-
ous roles, from directing traffic in parade 
staging areas to serving as parade mar-
shals along the route.  

"We work hard to provide an awesome 
day of events for the Hockessin commu-
nity," said Mark Blake, President of 
GHADA, the Parade Organizer. ñPlease 
support us and join us to help keep the 
tradition alive!" 

Volunteering ensuring the Hockessin 
4th of July Parade continues.  Learn 
more at wwwhockessin4th.org.  

Business Leader & 

Delawareôs Economy Shrinks in 2023: Only State  
with lower GDP than the previous year:  

DOVER, DE: In 2022, Delaware's Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) reached approxi-
mately $75.175 billion. However, 2023 saw 
a slight decline, with the state's real GDP 
dropping to $74.26 billion. This decrease in 
economic output marks a slower growth 
rate compared to the overall U.S. average 
during the same period. Delaware was the 
only state to show a decline in GDP over 
the period.  

When compared to neighboring states such 
as Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylva-
nia, Delaware's economic performance 
appears relatively modest. While the na-
tional economy has shown resilience and 
growth, Delawareôs economic indicators 
suggest a need for revitalized strategies to 
boost local industry and business environ-
ments. 

The stateôs modest economic performance 
highlights potential areas for development 
and investment to ensure future growth 
aligns more closely with regional and na-
tional trends. As Delaware moves forward, 
addressing these economic challenges will 
be crucial for sustaining and enhancing the 
state's economic well-being. 

Additionally, the slowing state revenue 
growth, attributed to the underperformance 
of Delaware's economy, is expected to im-
pact future state budgets. This financial 
constraint underscores the urgency for pro-
active measures to stimulate economic ac-
tivity and secure the state's fiscal health. 
Addressing these economic challenges will 
be crucial for sustaining and enhancing 
Delaware's economic well-being.  

What Happens As The Economy Slows? 

 

 

ñDelaware Blue-
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Record Increases in Spending Continue as State Revenues Slow!  
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¶ Pete duPont Trend (1970-1994): Trend: Had this con-
tinued, the 2024 budget would be $3 billion, half the cur-
rent $6 billion, implying greater wealth for Delawareans. 

¶ Tom Carper Trend (1994-2019): Under Governor Tom 
Carper, spending increased 60% faster due to new un-
claimed property and gambling revenues. This would 
result in a 2024 budget of $5 billion. 

¶ John Carney Trend: Beginning in 2021, federal aid 
during the pandemic increased the budget by $1 billion 
above the Carper trend, a 20% rise. 

The current state government is spending more and growing 
at a faster rate than ever before. The state is already the larg-
est employer and the new proposal to spend more keep com-
ing. How do we ensure quality of life in Delaware and bal-
ance the budget? 
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Lots of  $$ Priorities!   

4th of July  Parade & Fireworks to be Biggest Ever! 
Volunteers and Sponsors Needed t o Sustain the Tradition.  

State Budget Growing! State Revenues Slowing! 

Grow the 
Economy? 

Or  

Increase  
Taxes? 

Or  

Try Common 
Sense? 



Who is Our Next Leader?   
Kirkwood Highway Set for Transformation: 
Community Feedback Shapes Future Plans 

 

Community Poll: Who is      
Running for Governor? 
 

In an recent online survey, addressed the State 
Budget Issues this way!: 
 

ąŤŃƈʵǂŤŃʵßǂĘǂŃʵ<ƐſſŃĶǂƹʵ¬ƐƳŃʵ¬ƐƈŃǥʵǂŤĘƈʵŨǂʵ
ƈŃŃļƹʌʵǂŤŃʵßǂĘǂŃʵßŤƐǈſļʒ 
71%   Spend it .  
29%  Sa  
 

èŃĘĶŤʵaŨƈĘƈĶŨĘſʵ¤ŨǂŃƳĘĶǥʌʵ:ſĘĶŻʵkŨƹǂƐƳǥʌʵ<ƐƆʡ
ƯǈǂŃƳʵßŻŨſſƹʌʵ<ŨǞŨĶƹʌʵÙƐĴƐǂŨĶƹʒ 
68%   Yes. Inflation is hurting families, They need help.  
28%   No.  Government  is better equipped to help 
people fairly.    
 
kƐǟʵƹŤƐǈſļʵǟŃʵŸǈļŜŃʵǂŤŃʵŃŚŚŃĶǂŨǞŃƈŃƹƹʵƐǈƳʵʵʵ
ƯǈĴſŨĶʵßĶŤƐƐſƹʍʵ 
74%  Local School Board Members & Parents 
26%  The Department of Education 
 
An Online Survey of 250 Delaware voters between 3/1 
and 3/7/2024    

Corner Cove Restaurant: A Local Watering Hole Embraced by Everyone  
HOCKESSIN, DE:  Right in the heart of 
Hockessin, Delaware, the Corner Cove 
Restaurant has emerged as a testament to 
the enduring spirit of small business suc-
cess. Six months ago, the doors of this two
-story culinary haven opened, breathing 
new life into a historic building that had 

long awaited its next chapter. 
Today, Corner Cove stands as a 
vibrant community hub, a place 
where the aroma of scratch-made 
home pizza, Italian dishes, and 
the brussels of Maryland crabs 
inspires fun.  

The journey of Corner Cove be-
gan with a vision to create a 
space that harmonized the charm 
of Hockessin's historic architec-
ture with the modern palate's 
desire for high-quality, affordable 
dining. Michael Rocco, a sea-
soned veteran in the Delaware 
restaurant scene, transformed the 
once-vacant hall into a bustling eatery that 
pays homage to the building's storied past 
while charting a course for its bright fu-
ture. 

The restaurant's menu is a celebration of 
local flavors and family recipes. From the 
flame-cooked pizzas emerging from the 
white-brick dome oven to the steamed 

crab and pasta dishes 
that evoke memories of 
family gatherings, every 
meal is an invitation to 
savor the richness of the 
region's produce. The 
commitment to scratch-
made cooking is unwa-
vering, with a promise 
that nothing arrives fro-
zen and every dish is 
crafted to order. 

Corner Cove's success is 
not just measured by the 
satisfied palates of its 
patrons but also by its 

contribution to the local economy. By 
reviving a space that stood silent for over 
two decades, the restaurant has become a 
beacon of hope for small businesses. It 
demonstrates the potential for growth and 
prosperity through dedication, quality, and 
a deep understanding of community 
needs. 

As Corner Cove celebrates its six-month 
milestone, it stands as a shining example 
of what it means to start strong and build a 
foundation for lasting success. With its 
blend of historic charm, culinary excel-
lence, and community focus, Corner Cove 
Restaurant is not just a place to dine; it's a 
destination that captures the essence of 
Hockessin's vibrant spirit. 

For those who have yet to experience the 
warmth and flavor of Corner Cove, a visit 
to this gem in Hockessin is more than a 
meal—it's a journey through the heart of 
Delaware's culinary landscape, one that 
promises to be as enriching as it is        
delicious. 

 

 

About This Paper 

For more information about this  
publication, please feel free to call      

George D. Rotsch     
302-354-5730.  

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
This publication is a cooperative effort 
between DispatchDE LLC., and Hockessin 
Herald. Send comments, suggestions and 
resumes to publisher@DispatchDE.com. 

 
Advertising Space is Available. 

Call 302-354-5730 
 

Note:  this Newspaper was edited with 
the assistance of ChatGPT.  

 
 

ƳŃʵċƐǈʵ ʵkcèĄʵaĘƈʒ 

We are Delawareʬs home 
staging company!  
 
We make your home ready to 
sell by working with you and  
your realtor.       

 
 
 

/ŀƭƭ ǳǎ ŀǘ олн-ост-пртс 
ǿǿǿΦƧǳǎǘǎǘŀƎŜǊƛƎƘǘΦŎƻƳ 

Meet Theresa Vallier-Thomas 
Founder and CEO 

WILMINGTON, DE: The future of 
Kirkwood Highway is taking shape, 
with community input guiding the 
Kirkwood Highway Land Use and 
Transportation Plan. At the May 
22nd Advisory Committee meeting, 
members provided insights to help 
redesign the corridor between New-
ark and Wilmington. 

The plan envisions Kirkwood High-
way as a multimodal corridor, shift-
ing from auto-oriented design to one 
promoting biking, walking, rolling, 
and transit use. This transformation 
aims for safe, accessible transporta-
tion and enhanced connectivity to 
schools, parks, and businesses. 

The Advisory Committee, 
comprising representatives 
from local organizations like 
the NCC Chamber of Com-
merce, Town of Elsmere, and 
Delaware State University, 
plays a key role in providing 
feedback, though it doesn't 
make decisions. Their local 
knowledge aids the project 

team in shaping recommendations. 

Despite projected declines in popu-
lation and employment—losing 
about 1,300 residents and 1,400 jobs 
over 30 years—market demand ex-
ists for approximately 1,000 new 
dwelling units. Mixed-use develop-
ment in aging commercial centers 
and converting commercial proper-
ties to residential use are being con-
sidered to address high vacancy 
rates post-pandemic. 

Enhanced transit elements are cru-
cial, with a proposed budget under 
$200 million potentially securing 
federal funding. Proposals include a 
new Route 56, micro-transit ser-

vices, enhanced bus shelters, and 
improved pedestrian access to stops. 

Community members are encour-
aged to provide feedback online at 
www.wilmapco.org/Kirkwood and 
attend the next public workshop in 
the fall. For more information, con-
tact project manager Dave Gula at 
dgula@wilmapco.org. 

The ongoing community engage-
ment ensures the Kirkwood High-
way plan reflects the needs and aspi-
rations of those living and working 
along this vital corridor. 

Community Poll:  What do we 
do about the Budget? 
 

In an recent online survey, Delawareans  sent a 
message to candidates running for office:  
 
ąŤŃƈʵǂŤŃʵßǂĘǂŃʵ<ƐſſŃĶǂƹʵ¬ƐƳŃʵ¬ƐƈŃǥʵǂŤĘƈʵŨǂʵ
ƈŃŃļƹʌʵǂŤŃʵßǂĘǂŃʵßŤƐǈſļʒ 
29%   Spend it.  We have people in need.    
12%%  Save it.  We will need it in the future.  
59%   Give it back to the Taxpayers.  
 

cƐǞŃƳƈƆŃƈǂʵŨƹʵcƳƐǟŨƈŜʏʋ 
68%   Too fast.  Quality of Life is declining.  
32%   Too Slow.   The More Government is better.  
 

ąŤĘǂʵBƐʵąŃʵ®ŃŃļʵ¬ƐƳŃʵƐŚʏ ɻ
33%  Government Programs and Bureaucrats 
11%   New Taxes to fund more programs. 
24%   Self-Reliant People  
32%   Common Sense People with  New Solutions.   
 
An Online Survey of 250 Delaware voters between May 
29 and June 12th.  



Who Is Our Next Leader?   
Delaware Gubernatorial Race 2024: Who is still in the race to 

lead us through the Pending Budget Crisis? 

 

As the 2024 gubernatorial race in Dela-
ware gains momentum, the field is brim-
ming with diverse candidates, each bring-
ing unique experiences and visions for the 
future of the First State. Letôs take a closer 
look at the contenders vying for the gover-
norship: 

Professional Politician Lt. Gov Bethany 
Hall-Long: Cur-
rently serving as 
Delaware's Lieuten-
ant Governor, Beth-
any Hall-Long 
brings a robust 
background in nurs-
ing and public 
health to the fore-
front of her cam-
paign. With a focus on healthcare policy 
and community well-being, Hall-Long has 
been instrumental in driving initiatives to 
improve healthcare access and outcomes 
across the state. Her tenure as Lt. Governor 
played a key role in the State taker of the 
Hospital System SB350 this session. 

Entrepreneur and Business Leader Rep.  
Mike Ramone: As the House Republican 
Leader in Delaware, Mike Ramone pre-

sents a platform anchored in principles of 
fiscal responsibility and economic growth. 
With a back-
ground in state 
politics and a 
focus on tax 
reform, Ra-
mone's cam-
paign appeals to 
voters seeking 
pragmatic solu-
tions to fiscal challenges while champion-
ing pro-business policies. His track record 
of legislative leadership underscores his 
commitment to advancing policies that 
spur economic vitality and promote job 
creation across the state. 

Former Teacher &New Castle County 
Executive Matt Meyer: Matt Meyer, the 
Executive of 
New Castle 
County, stands as 
a formidable 
candidate with a 
multifaceted 
approach to gov-
ernance. With a 
background in 
education and a 

track record of fostering economic devel-
opment and environmental sustainability, 
Meyer's leadership style is characterized by 
a blend of pragmatism and progressive 
ideals. He emphasizes  on community en-
gagement and inclusive policymaking and 
proposed the largest increase in Public Ed-
ucation ever in his campaign platform.  

Retired NYPD Officer Jerry Price: Jerry 
Price, a retired New 
York City Police 
Department (NYPD) 
officer, enters the 
gubernatorial race 
with a steadfast focus 
on public safety and 
community well-

being. Drawing on his law enforcement 
background, Price's campaign prioritizes 
initiatives aimed at reducing crime and 
enhancing police-community relations. His 
advocacy for stronger community policing 
strategies and investment in social services 
reflects a holistic approach to addressing 
public safety challenges while fostering 
trust and cooperation between law enforce-
ment and the communities they serve. 

Former DNREC Secretary  and         
Environmentalist Collin OôMara:      
Collin OôMara, former Secretary of the 
Delaware Department of Natural Re-
sources and Environmental Control 
(DNREC), 
brings a 
wealth of 
experience 
in environ-
mental 
stewardship 
to the gubernatorial race. A staunch advo-
cate for clean energy and climate action, 
OôMara's campaign resonates with those 
prioritizing environmental conservation 
and sustainable development. His vision 
for Delaware centers on leveraging innova-
tion to mitigate climate change while fos-
tering economic growth that is both equita-
ble and environmentally responsible. 

As the campaign unfolds, Delaware voters 
face a pivotal decision in selecting the next 
leader to guide the state forward. The race 
of the Democratic side is hotly contested.  
The two parties will select their candidate 
in a primary in September.  

West Park Elementary School Hosts       
Hygiene for Homeless Presentation 
Newark, DE - West Park Elementary School proudly hosted a significant 
community event on Monday, welcoming representatives from the Hygiene 
for Homeless (H4H) initiative to accept a generous donation of hygiene 
supplies collected by the students and staff. This event highlighted the 
school's dedication to supporting those in need and fostering a spirit of giv-

ing within the community. 

The Hygiene for Homeless initiative, found-
ed by Mrs. Brenda Mennella, provides es-
sential hygiene kits to homeless individuals 
across the state of Delaware. This noble 
cause aims to enhance the dignity and well-
being of the homeless population by ensur-
ing they have access to basic hygiene sup-
plies. 

Representing H4H at the event were several 
distinguished guests, including: Brenda 
Mennella, Founder of Hygiene for Home-
less Michael Mennella, Hygiene for Home-
less representative, Representative Michael 

Ramone, Council Woman Janet Kilpatrick, Dave Tiberi, USN Petty Officer 
Terri Baker, USMC Medal of Valor recipient Cpl. Bobby Baldwin, DE 
State Police Cpl. Malloy Newark Police and the Brookside Lions Club 

The event featured a heartfelt presentation where stu-
dents of West Park Elementary handed over the collected 
supplies to the H4H representatives. The school commu-
nity has been actively involved in gathering these dona-
tions, demonstrating a strong commitment to making a 
positive impact on the lives of homeless individuals. 

Mrs. Brenda Mennella expressed her gratitude to the stu-
dents and staff of West Park Elementary, stating, "The 
generosity and compassion shown by the West Park Ele-
mentary community are truly inspiring. These donations will go a long way 
in helping us provide essential hygiene supplies to those in need, restoring 
dignity and hope." 

The presence of local leaders and honored guests underscored the im-
portance of community support and collaboration in addressing homeless-
ness. Representative Michael Ramone and Council Woman Janet Kilpatrick 
both emphasized the significance of such initiatives in fostering a caring 
and inclusive community.  

From driveways to parking lots, Progress     
Paving and Sealcoating has been delivering   
superior asphalt and concrete in Delaware     
for over 38 years.   Call us! 

302 -478 -6295  





Special Insert:  Meet Marcus Henry!   



How Much Money Do We Need To Run Delaware?   
Delaware's Revenues Go, So Goes Spending! 

What Happens When Revenues Stop Going Up and                                                        

Governor Candidates Promise Even More New Spending?  

 

By Charlie Copeland 
 
Governor Carney came into office 
in 2017 facing a $400 million def-
icit and vowed not to leave his 
successor with the same problem. 
He won't, but his succes-
sor's problem will likely 
be much worse. Gover-
nor Carney has dramati-
cally increased the State's 
base spending level 
while presiding over a 
flat economy.  
History shows that high-
er spending requires higher reve-
nues, but the revenue forecast for 
the state is essentially flat for the 
next couple of years. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Delaware's government dramati-
cally increased spending to match 

COVID-19 revenues. This higher 
spending base means there is an 
inherent demand for more spend-
ing to support the higher salaries 
and more programs added during 
the COVID-19 spendathon. 

One example of higher 
spending is in educa-
tion. Education spend-
ing has risen 34% in the 
last eight years despite 
the drastic decline in 
education outcomes. 
Another spending ex-
ample comes from the 

Governor's budget proposal for 
Medicaid, which is "nearly 40% 
of the operating budget growth [in 
the proposed budget]." The state 
significantly expanded the Medi-
caid rolls in Delaware during 
COVID-19, and the costs are now 

"built-in." Education and Medi-
caid account for half of Dela-
ware's spending. 
Despite the flat revenue forecast, 
the major gubernatorial candidates 
are all touting 20% plus spending 
increases in education, "green" 
energy subsidies, Medicaid, etc. 
These spending proposals will 
rapidly eliminate John Carney's 
attempted budget reserve. 
 
Ask the Governor Candidates!! 
Iôm suggesting that Voters in Del-
aware ask every candidate for 
Governor where the money comes 
from when the economy slows 
down and the growth of govern-
ment does not! 
 

Delaware State           
Government Spending 
Much Higher than the 
Budget Suggests  
 

In a recent revelation, the actual amount 
of money spent by the Delaware State 
Government has been unveiled to be 
significantly higher than previously un-
derstood. According to the National As-
sociation of State Budget Officers 
(NASBO), Delawareôs total expenditures 
for the fiscal year (FY) 2023 reached a 
staggering $15.5 billion. This figure en-
compasses general funds, other state 
funds, bonds, and federal funds. 

The disclosure comes in the wake of 
NASBO's comprehensive report, which 
indicated that total expenditures across all 
states for FY 2022 amounted to $2.9 tril-
lion. These expenditures varied widely 
among states, from a low of $4.7 billion 
in Wyoming to a high of $467.6 billion in 
California. 

Delving deeper into Delawareôs financial 
landscape, NASBO's data highlights the 
state's recent expenditure trends. The fig-
ures reveal a consistent increase in spend-
ing over the past few years: 

¶ FY 2023: General fund spending 
was $5.9 billion, with total spending, 
including federal transfers, hitting 
$15.5 billion. 

¶ FY 2022: General fund spending 
was $5.1 billion, with total spending 
at $14.4 billion. 

¶ FY 2021: General fund spending 
was $4.5 billion, with total spending 
at $13.3 billion. 

¶ FY 2020: General fund spending 
was $4.5 billion, with total spending 
at $11.9 billion. 

¶ FY 2019: General fund spending 
was $4.4 billion, with total spending 
at $11.3 billion. 

These numbers underscore a significant 
upward trajectory in Delawareôs expendi-

tures, reflecting both the growth in state-
funded initiatives and the substantial in-
flux of federal funds, particularly in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A striking aspect of this financial surge is 
its contrast with Delawareôs population 
growth rate, which has hovered around 
1% annually. This disparity suggests that 
the state's spending growth has vastly 
outpaced its population increase, raising 
questions about the sustainability and 
efficiency of such fiscal policies. 

For those seeking more information on 
Delawareôs budgetary details, compre-
hensive resources are available through 
the State of Delaware Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the Delaware Depart-
ment of Finance, and Delawareôs Trans-
parency Resources. 

As Delawareans come to grips with these 
figures, the state's fiscal management and 
future spending strategies will undoubt-
edly be topics of keen public interest and 
scrutiny. 

Your Legislative Update   
By Brent Burdge 

If your like me, itôs ñMost Wonderful 
Time of the Yearò!  Here is my overview 
and Insights into Active Bills in the Cur-
rent Term of the Delaware General As-
sembly. Second of the 2-
year , 152nd General 
Assembly, convening 
1/9/2024 and ending 
6/30/2024.  

¶ SB2 ñPermit to Pur-
chase Handgunsò 
Passed – Signed by 
Governor was Imme-
diately met with a lawsuit from Dela-
ware State Sportsmenôs Association.  

¶ HB140, HA1 ñAssisted Suicideò 
Passed the House, Hearing held in the 
Executive Committee – expect to 
move to the Senate floor. 

¶ HS2 for HB110 ñTaxpayer-Funded 
Abortionsò Passed the House, Moves 
to the Senate Passed 26-11, with NCC 
Republicans voting ñYesò. 

¶ HB346 ï Gender Transition Sur-
gery on Minors erects legal protection 
for healthcare providers performing 
gender reassignment surgeries and 
related treatments.  Bill is on the House 
Ready List. 

¶ HS1 for HB350 ñHospital Cost Re-
view Boardò Passed, Awaits Action 
by Governor establishes state control 
of hospital budget and pricing.  

¶ SS1 for SB4 ñSoftening Sentencing & 
Probation  Guidelinesò is under con-
sideration in Senate Finance – estimat-
ed annual costs of $27M! 

¶ Republican Bills to Reduce Tax Bur-
dens Were Consistently Stalled in 
Committee including:  

¶ HB128 ñRevision to State Tax 
Bracketsòï Establishing new brack-
ets between $60K-100K and above 
$100K. Reported out of committee. 
On House Ready List since May ó23.  

¶ HB233 ñRevise/Collapse Tax Brack-
etsò– Introduced by Rep. Ramone, 
6/16/23. Motion to release failed.  

¶ HB321 ñIncrease Personal Exemp-
tion for Lower Income Earning In-
dividualsò– Introduced by Rep. 
Yearick, 3/5/24, but not worked in 
committee.  



Opinions and Perspectives 

News About Your Money! 

By Rep. Michael Ramone 

Candidate for Governor of Delaware 
 

The Delaware State Budget has seen un-
precedented growth in recent years. This 
money was to have solved our states 
most pressing problems. Instead, we not 
only donôt solve the current problems, 
thing got worse in our State.  
And, now we are looking to 
start new State Government 
programs to address new 
problems we created or never 
solved.  
As we watch young legislators 
promise more and more gov-
ernment solutions to their vot-
ers, we must also heed the warning signs 
on the horizon. 
The growth in spending of our state gov-
ernment is not sustainable. We are on the 
cusp of a downturn in state revenue, a 

looming reality that we cannot ignore. As 
we navigate this impending challenge, 
we must be prepared to face some very 
difficult trade-offs. 

Healthcare, education, housing and es-
sential services are critical programs. 
They are the sectors that directly impact 

the lives of our citizens and 
shape the future of our state. 
However, in the face of dwin-
dling revenues, what do we cut 
first.   

This is not a time for despair, 
but a call to action. It is a time 
for us to use common sense and 
think differently about solving 

our problems.  

We must look beyond traditional big 
government solutions. We wonôt always 
have the money to spend on more new 
government.  When the money runs out, 

we canôt just raise taxes. We canôt collect 
more from business in taxes, or collect 
more from people who sell their homes. 
We should not make it more expensive to 
be a teacher and live in Delaware. Our 
kids wonôt come back home if the further 
destroy economic growth.  If we blindly 
can push more of the burden on to busi-
nesses, because they will move our or 
simply wonôt consider Delaware.  

Itôs time to rethink the role of govern-
ment in Delaware. We must use common 
sense approach to State Budgeting. We 
canôt allow the Delaware economy to be 
the only one getting smaller.  

We need to go back to basic economics, 
we need look at where regulations are 
more a burden and than a protection of 
the public. Perhaps we need less govern-
ment mandates and more collaboration 
between the regulators, the public and 
business leaders.  

Government has a role, but so does the 
private sector. State Government canôt 
run the economy, decide what car you 
drive, who can open a new medical prac-
tice and run grocery stores in low income 
communities.  

Expanding the State Government has not 
solved the education program: we still 
have 58% of public school students who 
canôt read a grade level.  

In conclusion, the growth of the Dela-
ware State Budget and the pending reve-
nue decline presents us with both oppor-
tunities and challenges. As we chart our 
course forward, we must strike a balance 
between leveraging our current growth 
and preparing for future uncertainties. It 
will not be an easy task, but with fore-
sight, innovation, and a commitment to 
our citizens, we can ensure a sustainable 
future for Delaware. 
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Delaware Economy Shrinks,   
Only State with a lower GDP 
than last year! 
WILMINGTON, DE: According to data com-
piled by Visual Capitalist and released in an 
infographic earlier this 
month, Delaware had 
the Lowest Real Gross 
Domestic Product 
(GDP) of any state in the 
nation in 2023. GDP is 
the total monetary value 
of all the finished goods and services produced 
within a particular jurisdiction over a specific 
period and functions as a broad measure of 
economic health. Visual Capitalist noted that 
"while the U.S. economy defied expectations in 
2023, posting 2.5% in real GDP growth, sever-
al states lagged behind. Delaware witnessed the 
slowest growth in the country, with real GDP 
growth of -1.2% over the year, as a sluggish 
finance and insurance sector dampened the 
stateôs economy." Delaware was the only state 
posting a negative GDP growth rate. The First 
State's poor performance outpaced #2 on the 
list, Wisconsin, by more than a full percentage 
point. 
 

Delaware's Healthcare Spending Ex-
ceeds National Average  
DOVER, DE: Healthcare spending per capita 
in Delaware surpasses the national average, 
with costs consum-
ing a significant 
portion of the state's 
budget—
approximately 25% 
or $1 billion in FY 
2017. Medicaid 
costs and spending 

growth outpace national averages. De-
mographics play a crucial role, with an aging 
population and higher rates of chronic disease 
exacerbated by social determinants like poverty 
and food scarcity. Despite high spending, Dela-
ware's healthcare outcomes rank 31st national-
ly, with elevated rates of cancer, cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, infant mortality, and prema-
ture death. Healthcare infrastructure is concen-
trated, with six acute care hospital systems, 
leading to inefficiencies and inflated costs with-
out commensurate health improvements.  
 

Delaware House Minority Leader 
Proposes Income Tax Relief Bill 
PIKE CREEK, DE: In a bid to provide relief to 
Delaware residents, House Minority Leader 
Mike Ramone has put forth a bill aimed at 
offering income tax relief. The proposal, if 
enacted, would bring significant changes to the 
state's tax structure Ramone's bill seeks to re-
place the current six personal income tax brack-
ets with three new brack-
ets, along with raising the 
minimum income subject 
to tax. The anticipated tax 
savings under the proposal 
could reach up to 25% for 
some earners. Despite 
Ramone's argument that 
the bill could stimulate the economy, it faced 
obstacles in a Democrat-led committee in the 
state House. While acknowledging the need for 
modifications, Ramone clarified that he would-
n't push for a floor vote without necessary ad-
justments. 

 

 

 

Senator Proposes Government-Run 
Grocery Stores to Combat Food   
Insecurity 
WILMINGTON, DE, Delaware State Senator 
Darius Brown (d) 
introduces Senate Bill 
254, proposing gov-
ernment-run grocery 
stores in Wilmington 
to address food insecu-
rity. The Delaware 
Grocery Initiative aims 
to map food deserts and provide financial aid to 
various grocery store models, including for-
profit, non-profit, cooperative, and government-
run establishments. With 12.6% of Delaware's 
population, including nearly 20% of children, 
facing food insecurity, the initiative's $500,000 
operating budget signifies a vital investment in 
community welfare. As debates unfold, stake-
holders anticipate potential transformations in 
Wilmington's food landscape, highlighting the 
broader fight against food insecurity statewide. 
 
Delaware House Passes Bill to Subsidize 
Home EV Charger Installations 
DOVER, DE: Delaware's House approved 
House Substitute 2 for House Bill 13, securing 
financial aid for residents to purchase and install 
home electric vehicle (EV) chargers. The bill, 
passed by a vote of 21 to 13, allocates assis-
tance through the Delaware Sustainable Energy 
Utility (DSEU), funded by the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative. Low-income applicants 
could receive up to 90% of the costs, while 
others could get up to 50%. However, details 
on eligibility criteria and funding allocation 
remain unclear. The measure heads to the Sen-
ate Environment, Energy & Transportation 
Committee for review. 

Former Teacher Matt Meyer        
Unveils Ambitious Education Spend-
ing Plan                                                 
NEW CASTLE, DE: Despite spending more 
than 41 other states per student, former public 
school teacher and leader of Delawareôs largest 
local government, Matt Meyer, has unveiled a 
comprehensive 23-page education blueprint for 
the 2024 gubernatorial race to increase spend-
ing by over $3000 per student. Crafted in col-
laboration with state educators, Meyerôs plan 
addresses urgent education challenges in the 
state. In his plan:  Matt Meyer aims to modern-
ize the school funding formula, proposing an 
increase of $3,400 to $6,400 per pupil. He ad-
vocates for surpassing starting salaries in neigh-
boring states to tackle 
the teacher shortage. 
Meyer pushes for uni-
versal pre-K access 
statewide and aims for 
grade-level reading 
proficiency by third 
grade for all children. Additionally, he guaran-
tees higher education access for Delaware stu-
dents. 
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HOCKESSIN, DE: The community is 
already buzzing with anticipation as it 
prepares for its annual 4th of July cele-
bration. This yearôs event promises to be 
a memorable one, with a day full of fes-
tivities that cater to all ages. 

The day will kick off bright and early at 8 
a.m. with neighborhood relay races, a 
tradition that has been a part of the cele-
bration for years. The friendly competi-
tion brings together families, friends, and 
neighbors in a spirited start to the day. 

The highlight of the afternoon will be the 
much-awaited parade, touted as the best 
4th of July parade in the state. Starting at 
3 p.m., the parade will commence at Old 

Lancaster Pike and make its way down 
to Valley Road. Spectators can look for-
ward to a colorful display of floats, 
marching bands, and community groups. 

As the sun sets, attendees will be treated 
to a spectacular fireworks display, light-
ing up the Hockessin sky in a dazzling 

array of colors. The fireworks have al-
ways been a crowd favorite, drawing 
oohs and aahs from the audience. 

In addition to these main events, the cele-
bration will also feature a beer garden, 
food trucks offering a variety of cuisines, 
and live music performances that will 
keep the crowd entertained throughout 
the day. 

This event is 
entirely volun-
teer-driven 
and supported 
solely by do-
nations, re-
flecting the strong community spirit in 
Hockessin. For the latest updates on the 
Hockessin Fourth of July celebration, 
residents are encouraged to follow the 
eventôs Facebook page. 

With a lineup of exciting activities and a 
strong sense of community, the 2024 
Hockessin 4th of July celebration is set to 
be an event to remember. Whether 
youôre a local resident or a visitor, mark 
your calendars and join in the fun! 

A Community Tradition:  
Community Gears Up for Spectacular 4th of July Celebration 

People in the News 

Brenda Mennella 
Candidate 

Delaware 21st Rep District 

Sen. Laura Sturgeon 
Delaware State Senate 

Education Committee Chair 

Eric Braunstein 
Hockessin July 4th Parade  
Co-Master of Ceremony 

ÕŃƐƯſŃʵ¬ĘŻŨƈŜʵĘƈʵoƆƯĘĶǂʵoƈʵBŃſĘǟĘƳŃʐ 
¶ Brenda Mennella is a teaches civic to her students as is run-

ning for State Rep to replace Rep. Mike Ramone in the 21st.  
¶ Eric Braunstein will join Rep Mike Ramone as MC of July 4th 

Parade in Hockessin.  
¶ At the Hockessin Business Association, Sen. Sturgeon insisted 

that Delawareʬs reading test for 3rd graders was too difficult 
and ʩunrealisticʪʵfor too many students.  Only 42% of Dela-
ware Students read at grade level.  45th in the US.  
¶ Ruth Briggs King joins Sherry Dorsey Walker, Kyle Evans Gay 

and Dr. Debbie Harrington as candidates for the Lt. Governor 
in 2024.    

 Ruth Briggs King  
Candidate                           

Lt. Governor  

Community Calendar 
The Hockessin Historical Society is hosting their 4th annual Juneteenth Celebration 
on Wednesday June 19th, 2024 at 7:00 in the Hockessin Memorial Firehall. This year 
speakers include Local Historian Lora Englehart, Wade Catts, and Mill Creek Hundred 

Historian, Scott Palmer.  

Enjoy the grounds  of the Hagley Museum on Summer Nights at Hagley on Wednes-
day evening all summer long.  The event features Woodside Farms Ice Cream, food 

trucks or bring a picnic.  The cost is only $5.     

Greater Hockessin Area Development Association meets on June 17th at 7:00 at the 
Hockessin Memorial Fire Hall.  

Hockessin Business Association meeting  at the Lamborn Library at corner of Valley 
Rd. and Old Lancaster Pike at 6:30 on June 18.    

Woodside Farm is supporting the ʩI Pledge Projectʪʵthat reward kids who can recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance with free ice cream on July 1, 2004.  

DFRW is hosting Candidate and Volunteer Training on July 13 at Grottos in Dover 
Delaware for $15.  To register, visit www.LeadershipInstitute.org/delaware2024  

kƐĶŻŃƹƹŨƈʵɽǂŤʵƐŚʵ~ǈſǥʵKǞŃƈǂƹʍʵʵʵʵʵ 

Registration Deadline for Parade and Neighborhood Relay 
Teams due June 30.  

Relay Race 9:00am, Parade 3:00, Fireworks at Dusk. 
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"Let us help you              
do your project right"  

 
Our staff is always here to help you 
find what you need or offer advice to 

help you get your project done! 
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