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Waiting for Waif 
 Introduction  
 
 

Reading Waiting for Waif can be either delightfully simple or deeply meaningful, 
whichever the teacher decides to make it. It can be superficially entertaining, rich in social issues 
and content area subject matter, or anywhere in between. Filled with action, the short chapters 
make excellent stopping points and easier reading. Subject matter and content make Waiting for 
Waif appropriate for third grade. Reading level is in a third to fifth grade range.   
 
Individual Reading 

Read as an individual for pleasure and entertainment. 
Read or read aloud at bedtime. 
Read to meet an individual’s extended reading requirement. 

 
Classroom Reading 

Read aloud to a class.  
Read aloud to interest students to read, on their own, other books in the series. 
Read as a class literature book. 
Read for student comprehension, vocabulary, spelling, and critical thinking skills. 
Read as a springboard for extension into content areas of architecture, health and safety, 

history, immigration, science and technology, social science—cultural differences, social 
science—personal behavior and language.  
 
Teacher Support 

Printed copies of the book Waiting for Waif Educational Supplement may be ordered 
through the website www.IntrixInc.com; however, there is a .pdf file of the book available to 
save, print, or copy as appropriate. Although the entire contents of the book is included in the 
.pdf book file, paragraphing and formatting may be removed during the “copy and paste” 
procedure. Therefore, some of the sections including the multiple choice test are also available as 
a Microsoft Office 2007 file. In this way the teacher can more easily delete, add to, or revise the 
existing data to better match the selected purpose for reading and needs of the individual  
classroom. Thank you in advance for pardoning any errors you may find and please consider 
notifying us by email at office@IntrixInc.com in order that the appropriate correction(s) may be 
made. 
 
A Note from the Author 

While every effort was made to use correct grammar and sentence structure in the writing 
of Waiting for Waif, on occasion one or the other may be gently compromised in favor of 
common usage or stylistic preference. A. V. Pong is a pen name used by the author, Virginia 
who may be contacted at: 
 Email: office@IntrixInc.com 
 Website:  www. IntrixInc.com 
 Free files in .pdf and Microsoft Office 2007 are available at:  www.IntrixInc.com  
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Waiting for Waif 
Topics for Extension into Content Area Study 

 
 

The topics below are suggested as a basis for further discussion, investigation, student 
presentation, or written assignments. They offer an opportunity to apply concepts in real life 
situations as well as increase student knowledge base in preparation for career, college, or life in 
general. Grade level, current events, available resources, and student population will determine 
which topics are appropriate. Photographs of the toys and a “Did You Know?” page with several 
informational links are at www.IntrixInc.com.  
 
 
Architecture (check the internet for illustrations) 
 Carriage houses as part of some of the larger homes in the United States.  (chapter 2 ) 
 Laundry clothes chute.  (chapter 13) 
 Different styles of houses by age or U.S. area (adobe, stucco, wood planking or siding, 
brick…) or country; different sizes of houses; occupational density (number of people per 
house). (chapter 2) 
 
 
Health and Safety 
 Mold, good and bad; types of; dangers and benefits; commonly found areas and how to 
remove/prevent. (chapter 4) 

Cleaning agents. Proper use in common situations at home and at work, safety measures 
required, goggles, gloves, masks…  (chapter 15) 
 Emergency preparedness: at home, school, work. first aid, CPR, 911, first responders. 
(chapter 7, 8) 
 Surgery.  Emergency, illness, elective, reconstructive, cosmetic.  (chapter 11) 
 “Rubber” gloves: different uses, different kinds of materials (surgical, chemical, 
insulated, disposable; single or multiple use. Other types of gloves: welding gloves, work gloves, 
sports gloves…  (chapter 3) 
 Prosthetic limbs, artificial body parts, transplants, mechanical appliances, braces, screws, 
pins, splints… (chapter 11) 
 Dumb—the inability to speak.  Causes, treatments.  (chapter 12)  
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History 
Rag dolls (may or may not include some of the versions of ragdoll villains) 
Teddy bears 
Teddy Bear Day in Poland, Mrs. Itch’s country (Dates and celebrations vary by country.) 
 
A personal note of interest:  A close friend tells me stories of growing up in a small town 

in Poland in which teddy bears and dolls were used as a locator for children—each child had his 
or her own special teddy bear or doll. When the child went to visit a friend’s house the toy went 
along and was placed in the front window. Anyone passing by knew immediately which children 
were inside. A parent looking for a child only had to walk down the street and glance at the front 
windows.  

Every Polish army tank could be counted on to have a teddy bear, a doll, or both inside. 
A doll was selected as a “mascot” for each major architectural or ship building project. 

When the project was completed, the doll was awarded to the primary administrator. If the ship 
were to be decommissioned at some later date, the doll was also “decommissioned.”  
 
 
Immigration (a particularly important topic as of 2017) 
 Kinds of entry permission.   Legal and illegal, purposes (green card, travel visa, 
student…); Length of stay. Immigration quotas. Deportation. Naturalization process to become a 
citizen. Statue of Liberty.  (chapter 5, 19) 

Prejudice/acceptance/behavior towards cultural, religious, and racial differences. Social 
status.  (chapter 5, 19) 
 
 
Science and Technology 
 Tape, different kinds and uses. Technological advances, refer to www.3m.com.  (chapter 
11) 
 Compressed air.  Uses (pumping, stripping and cleaning, power tools, dentist tools, air 
splints) and types of compressors or pumps (balloon pumps, air mattress pumps, workshop 
compressors…)  (chapter 8) 
 Development of home appliances, washer, dryer, and refrigerator. For example, the 
development of the washing machine could include washboard and tub, wringer washers, top 
loading automatic washer, front loading washer, high efficiency washer.  (chapter 15) 
 For another example, the development of the sewing machine might include the hand 
crank, treadle, electric, embroidery, knee operated, one or two foot operation, portable, non-
portable, home and commercial use. Hand crank and treadle machines are still manufactured for 
use in developing countries where electricity is rare or unavailable.  (chapter 13) 
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Social Science—Cultural Differences   
Meaning of a name. The importance and custom of naming a child and how or why a 

particular name is chosen. Consider a variety of cultures, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, 
Biblical… (chapter 1)  Career comment:  Any job that someone is willing to pay to have done is 
a job worth doing, or that someone would not want to pay to have it done. “Service” jobs are not 
“bad” jobs or “poor” jobs. Some people really enjoy cleaning. Cleaning can be a good business.  
(chapter 3) 

See also Immigration (above) for prejudice 
See also Architecture (above) for housing design and structural styles  
 
 

Social Science—Personal Behavior and Language  
 Persistence. Finishing. Quitting or sticking with hard-to-do things. Consequences of each. 
(homework, learning times tables, getting good grades, athletics, musicians, losing weight…) 
Why do people quit? Is it worth the effort? Where can help come from? (family, relatives, 
friends, coaches, advisors, pastors, self help groups, 12 step programs, treatment centers…)  
(chapter 6, 9)   
 Lost, forgotten, or unwanted—feelings of and how to deal with them. (chapter 2, 18-19) 
 Creative imagination.  Both good and bad (worry and fear). Career possibilities in the 
fields of technological research and development, animation, cartoons, electronic games, drama, 
theater, and the arts. (chapter 9) 
 Swearing and anger. Its causes, ways in which it manifests, constructive and destructive 
ways to handle it in yourself and in others. (Road rage, arguments, fighting with friends, 
classmates, siblings, parents…) Behavior is often copied from friends, family, TV shows, 
movies, video games… (chapter 10)    
 Fear. Causative circumstances. New places, new teacher, new school, new city…  
(chapter 12).  Trying something new. Accepting/refusing to take a dare. When to say no.  
(chapter 14) 
 Idioms, idiomatic expressions. “Down the hatch” (chapter 14) and other chapter titles. 
 Messy packrat or neatnik. Cleaning up and putting things away.  (chapter 17)   
 Being on time. Unexpected delays. Setting and meeting a schedule.  (chapter 17) 
 Handling difficult or embarrassing situations.  (chapter 18) 
 Eavesdropping, overhearing only partial conversations, making assumptions, and 
drawing erroneous conclusions. Problems and ways to clarify.  (chapter 19)  
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Waiting for Waif 
Description of Student Assignments 

 
 
In the following section, student assignments are divided by chapter. The chapters are 

short and reading goes quickly and easily. The following information is given for each chapter: 
Chapter number 
Chapter title  
A short summary of what happens in the chapter 
Vocabulary words 
Comprehension questions and brief answers 
Topics for group or class discussion, research, writing prompt, writing 
    assignment, or report 

Please feel free add, delete, or modify any of these in order to better fit the needs of your class 
and your purpose for reading Waiting for Waif.  

 
 

Vocabulary Building 
 

While Waiting for Waif is straightforward reading, a few of the words may challenge 
some readers. However, the general and specific meaning of these vocabulary words can often be 
understood by the context surrounding the word. The number of vocabulary words selected 
varies for each chapter. The words were selected in order to: 

Increase student comprehension 
Enhance student understanding  
Identify different parts of speech  
Expand the student’s individual word usage in both written and oral expression 
Improve student spelling 

Vocabulary/spelling assignments and testing methods are described in another section.  
 
 
Comprehension Questions 
 

Questions range in difficulty from simple facts to application, inference, and implication. 
For quick teacher reference, answers to questions are generally given in phrases rather than 
complete sentences even though many teachers require students to write their answers in 
complete sentences.  
 
Topics for Discussion… 
 

A wide range of topics is suggested as a basis for class or group discussion, research, 
presentation, report, writing prompt or assignment.  
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Waiting for Waif 
Student Assignments  

 
 
Assignments for any chapter:   

1. Write a one or two sentence summary of what happens in the chapter. This may sound 
simple but writing a concise and short summary is not as easy as one might suppose. This 
is an excellent opportunity to teach the skill of excising the key points.   

2. Identify the expression and/or why the title was chosen. 
 
One special vocabulary word.  Arctophile. An arctophile is a person who collects or is very 
fond of teddy bears.  
 
 
Chapter 1—Checking Out.  A spoiled seven year old boy has a tantrum and throws his toy out 
the car window. 
 
Vocabulary.   
Deliberate, indulgent, “check out” (slang) 
 
Questions. 

1. Why did the boy throw the toy out the car window?  He was angry.(Probably angry at 
his parents because he had not gotten his own way about something.) 

2. Give three reasons the toy is thinking about “checking out.”  Unloved, unwanted, 
unnamed  

3. Why do you think the little toy was never named?  The boy didn’t care and treated it 
badly. 

4. If you know, who named you and why was your name chosen?  --- 
5. Would you like to have the boy for a friend? Why or why not?  --- 

 
Discussion topic.  Meaning of names. Importance and customs in choosing a child’s name in 
other cultures. (Hispanic, Asian, Native American, Biblical)  
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Chapter 2—Lost and Found.  Bear sees the toy by the freeway and asks Mistress Sarah to stop 
and rescue it. At home, Mistress Sarah asks Bear and the two dolls to find out who the toy is and 
reminds the toys she will shortly be leaving on another business trip. 
 
Vocabulary. 
Accelerator, splotch, anticipating, momentary, hesitation, miniature, accommodating, waif, 
obliged, carriage house (may not be in dictionary) 
 
Questions. 

1. Who first asks to rescue the toy?  Bear 
2. Who is in the back seat of Mistress Sarah’s car?  Two dolls—Elizabeth Anne and Jenny 

Marie 
3. Why was the toy so dirty?  Boy jumped on it, threw it into dirt by road 
4. Why was the toy’s tummy probably stained by food?  Boy probably ate fast food and 

spilled his food on it. 
5. What does Mistress Sarah ask her three toys (Bear and the dolls) to do while she is gone 

for a week?  Find out who Waif is. 
6. If you have internet access, search for photos of a carriage house. Print out a photo of a 

carriage house you like.  
 

Discussion topics.  Have you or someone you know ever been lost or forgotten? Architecture 
(carriage houses) or housing size and styles in different countries. Number of people who live in 
one residence (Example: Japan vs. middle class America). 
 
 
Chapter 3—Speak No Evil.  Mrs. Itch, the cleaning lady, discovers the rescued toy has mold 
spots and decides to trash it. (Note: Bear explains mold in the next chapter.) 
 
Vocabulary. 
Sorority, bizarre 
 
Questions. 

1. Who is Mrs. Itch?  The housekeeper/cleaning lady. 
2. Why is Mrs. Itch going to throw out the rescued toy?  Grey/green spots on its tummy, 

mold. 
3. Do you think Mrs. Itch is a thorough cleaning lady?  What does she do that makes you 

answer that way?  Rubber gloves in handbag, quick to bag and get rid of toy.       
4. Why can house cleaning be a good job to have?  Helps people who are busy or sick, 

prevents mold, can start your own business, needed for houses, businesses, and 
institutions (hospitals, schools). What would life be like if nobody ever cleaned? 

5. How good a “cleaner” are you and why?  --- 
 
Discussion topic.  Uses, reasons, and kinds of rubber gloves (surgical, chemical, insulated, 
disposable or single use, multiple use) 
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Chapter 4—The Sound of Trouble.  Mrs. Itch triple bags the toy and disposes of it. Bear 
explains mold to Elizabeth Anne and Jenny Marie.  
 
Vocabulary. 
Paraphernalia  
 
Questions. 

1. How could Bear and the dolls tell what Mrs. Itch was doing when they couldn’t see her?  
Recognized the sounds she was making. 

2. What can mold do to both toys and people?  Hurt them. 
3. What happened to Mistress Sarah’s house because of mold?  Replace a wall. 

 
Discussion topic.  Mold can be both good (cheese, penicillin) or bad (moldy food, mold in homes 
and buildings may cause health problems and even demolition). Colors or kinds of mold.  
 

Chapter 5—High Tension.  Bear and dolls despair as to how they can save Waif who is about 
to go in the outside trash can. Bear explains Mrs. Itch’s immigration to the United States.  
 
Vocabulary. 
Tension, distraught, enthusiastic, naturalized citizen 
 
Questions. 

1. What idea do the toys have to save Waif?  Call Mrs. Itch on phone, imitate Mistress 
Sarah, explain about Waif. 

2. Why is Mrs. Itch hard to predict?  Sometimes does things her own way to be sure things 
are really clean. 

3. What two things did Mrs. Itch have to do when she arrived in this country?  Learn 
English and earn a living. 

4. Why do you think so many people want to come to the United States?  --- 
5. What do you think the priorities of a new immigrant to the United States should be and 

why?  --- 
 

Discussion topic.  Immigration, becoming a citizen. (Many students have parents or grandparents 
born in another country.)  
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Chapter 6—The Peanut Packers.  The toys wait until dark, build a platform to extract Waif 
from the trash can, but spill all the packing peanuts in the process. They spend all night putting 
them back in the trash can. (The platform of four by four skids is shown in the cover photo of the 
book.) 
 
Vocabulary. 
Tomb, skids, tenacious, cascade, hysterical, fragment, luminous, absconded 
 
Questions. 

1. Why did the toys have to wait until dark to go outside?  So they won’t be seen by people. 
2. Why is it important to keep a lid securely on a trash can?  Odor. Contents won’t spill 

when knocked over most likely from stray animals. 
3. How did the three toys reach the trash can lid?  Made a stack of 4” x 4” wood pieces. 
4. Why do you think the toys did not give up trying to get Waif out of the trash?  Wanted to 

help her, Mistress Sarah told them to find out who she is, or… any reasonable answer. 
5. The toys did not quit when it seemed hard. Describe a time when you or someone you 

know did not quit when something was hard and finally succeeded, or a time when you 
did quit and wish you hadn’t.  --- 
 

Discussion topic.  Quitting or keeping on in hard-to-do things. Is it worth it? Why do people 
quit? Hopelessness and helplessness. (Learning times tables, getting good grades, exercising, 
weight control, athletes, musicians…) Where can help come from? (family, relatives, friends, 
coaches, advisors, pastors) 
  
 
Chapter 7—Too Little Too Late.  Waif smells of disinfectant and looks dead. Bear is 
determined to help Waif and explains they must not call 911 because they are toys not people. 

Vocabulary. 
Comatose 
 
Questions. 

1. Why does Waif smell?  Mrs. Itch’s disinfectants 
2. Who is determined to save Waif?  Bear 
3. What to the dolls suggest to wake up Waif?  Imitate Mistress Sarah on telephone and call 

911. 
4. Why won’t the dolls’ idea work?  Too many people would show up at the house, none of 

whom know the toys are “real.” 
 
Discussion topic.  Emergency preparedness at home, school… 
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Chapter 8—One Last Try.  The toys try smelling salts to wake up Waif. When that doesn’t 
work they get the beach ball/air mattress pump from the carriage house but the dolls can’t reach 
the handle. 
 
Vocabulary. 
Unsynchronized, aromatic, crystalline, ammonia, artificial respiration, pneumatic  
 
Questions 

1. What are smelling salts used for?  Wake up someone who has fainted.  
2. Do you think the dolls understood Bear’s explanation of smelling salts? Give a reason for 

your answer.  Jenny Marie’s too quick and casual agreement, and dolls willingness to 
accept whatever Bear said. 

3. Why did the dolls think an air pump might work?  They understood artificial respiration 
and remembered an accident across the street.  

4. Describe a time you or someone you know passed by or saw an accident or had to get 
emergency care.  --- 

   
Discussion topics.  smelling salts, artificial respiration (chapter 7 – emergency preparedness), 
ammonia, uses for compressed air—car tires, balloons, air powered work tools, cleaning 
electronic equipment, sand/pellet/dry ice/other media blasting, auto lifts, air pallets, jet plane air 
conditioning, dentist’s tools… (Air compressors push additional air into a confined space; 
vacuum pumps remove air from a confined space.)  
 

Chapter 9—The End of the Road.  The air mattress pump does not work. Then the dolls 
remember the most powerful words their mistress had taught them—“Let’s pretend.” 
 
Vocabulary. 
Prostrate (not prostate), porous, resolute, taint, imploringly, equivocal, pessimistic  
 
Question. 

1. Give two or more reasons the dolls stopped using the air pump.  Tired, it wasn’t working, 
discouraged. 

2. What two or more things show that the dolls are giving up?  “Trash time?  Start 
bagging?  Tried everything.” 

3. Why is Bear not ready to give up?  Her idea to rescue Waif. Thinks there must be 
something they haven’t yet thought of. 

4. Describe something that you or someone you know has or likes to pretend.  --- 
 
Discussion topics.  Giving up too easily when something is hard. Creative imagination, its 
positive uses and career possibilities (stories, movies, electronic games, Disneyland, cartoons, 
new recipes, new products, how to help people…). Negative uses of imagination: worrying about 
things for which you have no control (What if the bus breaks down…) or thinking up bad things 
to do, often to people.  
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Chapter 10—BLEEEP!   The toys command of “Let’s Pretend” to Waif works. Waif awakes 
full of anger, mistrust, and bleeeps (swear words).  
 
Vocabulary. 
Appropriate, proffered, immobile 
 
Questions. 

1. Why can’t Waif move?  Paralyzed, possibly from fall out of car. 
2. Why is Waif so angry?  The way she was treated. 
3. Where did Waif most likely learn such bad language?  The little boy and maybe his 

parents 
4. Why are the dolls so shocked at Waif’s language?  Their mistress never talks that way. 
5. How does Bear stop Waif’s bleeeps?  Covers Waif’s mouth with her paw. 
6. When Waif won’t stop, what will they try next?  Sew her mouth shut. 
7. How do you feel or act when you or people around you use bad language?  --- 

 
Discussion topics:  Anger in yourself or in others, its causes and how to handle it appropriately.  
Behavior is often copied from friends and family.  
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Chapter 11—Duct Tape.  The toys use duct tape to keep Waif’s mouth closed while they take 
her up to the sewing room.  
 
Vocabulary.  
Petrified, dubious, cleaver, reconstructive 
 
Questions 

1. Give one or more indications that Waif is afraid.  Ears straighten, frightened face, eyes 
go in wild circles. 

2. Why did the toys tape Waif’s mouth closed?  Keep her from bleeeping while they took 
her upstairs to sew her mouth closed. 

3. Compare Waif’s life with the little boy with the dolls’ life with Mistress Sarah.  Waif: not 
named, poor language, mistreated, spoiled little master who doesn’t take care of things. 
Mistress Sarah: named, nice language, treated well, good manners, well behaved, loves 
her toys, tucked into bed for a story. 

4. Why does Bear think they will have to do some serious surgery on Waif?  Her tummy is 
growing mold because she is bad on the inside and they won’t be able to keep her unless 
they can get her clean. 

5. Describe a time when you or someone you know tried to do something you weren’t sure 
how to do.  --- 

6. Find out why duct (not duck) tape is called duct tape and its original intended use. Write 
a short paragraph of explanation. Include some other possible uses.  

7. List as many different kinds of tape as you can think of.  Adhesive (band aid) 
scotch/cellophane, packaging, surveyor’s, masking (painters), Duck Tape, double sided… 

 
Discussion topics:  Reconstructive surgery after accidents, illness, or extreme weight loss; 
bariatric surgery; cosmetic surgery; prosthetic limbs. Kinds and uses for tape… Technological 
advances in new types/uses for tape both single and double sided. The 3M website, 
www.3m.com, has an awesome number and variety of tapes, including the construction of 
transportation vehicles and buildings.  
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Chapter 12—Bear Knows Everything.  As the toys assemble the necessary equipment to 
operate on Waif, Waif panics at the mention of a seam ripper and agrees to stop bleeeping if they 
remove the tape on her mouth. The dolls reassure Waif that Bear will supervise the surgery, and 
Waif chooses surgery over going back in the trash.  
 
Vocabulary. 
Hapless, bobbin, velour, seam ripper, elongated, unsheathed 
 
Questions. 

1. Give one or more reasons Waif is afraid.  The seam ripper, dolls don’t know what they 
are doing. 

2. Why does Waif agree to no more bleeeping?  They will sew her mouth closed and she 
will never speak again. 

3. What choice does Bear give Waif regarding surgery?  Surgery or back in the trash. 
4. How do you think Waif feels at the end of the chapter? Give an reason for your answer.  

 
Discussion topics.   Fear…new places, new people or friends, new home/city, new teacher… 
The importance of the ability to speak:  how would your life change if you were dumb and 
unable to speak? Speech therapists, sign language. Causes for inability to speak—accident, 
illness, birth. 
  
 
Chapter 13—Cutting It Close.  The toys remove Waif’s stuffing, remove her stained tummy 
and sew in a new one. Bear says they have to wash Waif and the laundry chute is the fastest way 
for them all to get from the second floor down to the basement. 
 
Vocabulary. 
Discrete, concede, anticipate, laundry chute 
 
Questions. 

1. What steps do the dolls take in doing Waif’s surgery?  Open Waif’s back, remove her 
stuffing, remove her tummy, pin and stitch in a new tummy. 

2. Why did Bear keep herself a distance from Waif?  Doesn’t want to get infected. 
3. Describe how the toys work the sewing machine.  Elizabeth Anne works the foot pedal, 

Jenny Marie steers the fabric under the machine foot, Bear gives directions.  
 
Discussion topic.   Laundry chute. Development of the sewing machine. (Hand crank, treadle, 
electric, embroidery, knee operated, one or two foot operation, portable, non-portable, home use 
and commercial use.) Hand crank and treadle machines are still manufactured for use in 
developing countries where electricity is rare.   
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Chapter 14—Down the Hatch.  They all go down the laundry chute. The dolls discover how 
much fun it is. 
 
Vocabulary. 
Apprehensive  
 
Questions. 

1. Why does Bear know all about the laundry chute?  Used it to get around the house when 
guests were present. 

 
Discussion topic.  Trying something new...scary ride, eating new food, going off the swimming 
pool high dive… Accepting or refusing when someone dares you to do something.   Idioms—
down the hatch.  
 
 
Chapter 15—Whiter than White.  The toys put some of every cleaning compound (except 
bleach, see chapter 13) in the washing machine to wash Waif. When too many soap suds prevent 
their watching through the window in the machine door, they go upstairs to come down the 
laundry chute again. 
 
Vocabulary. 
Unparalleled, sorority, eclectic, opaque 
 
Questions. 

1. Why did the toys use some of everything to wash Waif?  To be sure she got clean. 
2. Why did the toys go upstairs after Waif was in the machine?  Couldn’t see through the 

soap suds, wanted to go down the laundry chute again. 
 
Discussion topic.   Cleanliness and proper use of cleaning agents, in a variety of situations, safety 
measures required (gloves, goggles, masks…). Development of home appliances, washer, dryer, 
refrigerator.  (Washer:  washboard and tub, wringer washer, automatic top loading washer, front 
loading washer, high efficiency washer, commercial washers)   
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Chapter 16—Squeaky Speaking.  The toys take Waif out of the washer and put her in the 
dryer. Once dry, Waif is smiling but barely able to speak, but Bear explains she will talk better 
when her stuffing is in. Mistress Sarah is due home in the morning.  
 
Vocabulary. 
Pristine, perceptible 
 
Questions. 

1. Why does Jenny Marie tell Waif the operation was a success?  Waif is clean, Waif is 
smiling, dolls did everything Bear had planned.  

2. Why is Waif now smiling instead of angry?  Her ugliness (tummy and stuffing) has been 
removed and she is washed and clean. 

3. Give two reasons the toys need to hurry and finish Waif. Cleaning lady coming in 
morning, Mistress Sarah returning in morning. 

 
Discussion topic.  Anger—ways it manifests, constructive and destructive ways to deal with 
anger, your own or others. Examples of anger: road rage, arguments, fighting with siblings, 
parents… 
 

Chapter 17—Covering Their Tracks.  The toys carefully stuff Waif, stitch her body closed, 
and clean up their mess.  Mistress Sarah is delayed and the toys worry what Mrs. Itch will do if 
she arrives at the house before Mistress Sarah and sees Waif inside again. Mrs. Itch does come 
first. 
 
Vocabulary. 
Adamant, insistence, entranced 
 
Questions. 

1. Why does Elizabeth Anne say that Mrs. Itch must be very good?  She realizes how much 
work and how long it takes to clean. 

2. Why is Mistress Sarah late getting home?  Her plane took off late, and heavy traffic from 
airport home. 

3. Why do the toys freeze? Terrified, Didn’t know what to do, Didn’t hide Waif before Mrs. 
Itch arrived, other appropriate answer. 

4. Describe a time when you were late or when someone was late coming for you or about 
how you feel when you are late? 

 
Discussion topic.  Time. Running late/being on time. Unavoidable delays.  Setting and meeting a 
schedule. Allowing extra time.  
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Chapter 18—Tea Time.  Mrs. Itch unexpectedly arrives first, is distressed to see Waif again, 
and considers quitting her job. Mistress Sarah arrives to intervene and has tea with her in the 
kitchen. Toys are afraid Mistress Sarah will be upset with them and give them away.  
 
Vocabulary. 
Repertoire, throes  
 
Questions. 

1. Why is Mrs. Itch confused?  Doesn’t know how Waif got clean and back in…who did it 
or who replaced it. 

2. Give two reasons the toys are so worried and terrified.  Mrs. Itch might quit, Mistress 
Sarah might get rid of them. 

3. Why is Mrs. Itch uneasy around the toys?  Feels like they are watching her. 
4. What surprises Waif when she sees Mistress Sarah?  She is so pretty and nice. 
5. Explain how Mistress Sarah handles the awkward situation?  Tells Mrs. Itch to come have 

tea and Polish cookies with her in the kitchen. 
6. Describe a time when you felt awkward, embarrassed, or in a difficult situation.  

 
Discussion topic:  How to handle difficult or embarrassing situations. Fear of being unwanted or 
left behind.  
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Chapter 19—Waiting for Waif.  The toys worry and fret about their future while Mistress 
Sarah and Mrs. Itch are in the kitchen. Mistress Sarah gives Mrs. Itch the rest of the day off, 
returns to the toys, tells them Mrs. Itch is not quitting, admires Waif, and reassures the toys of 
her love for them. Waif enthusiastically decides to stay. Mistress Sarah goes to the basement to 
wait while the toys go upstairs to try the laundry chute one more time. All is well. 

Vocabulary. 
Irrelevant, sentimental  
 
Questions. 

1. Why did Mrs. Itch decide not to quit?  Mistress Sarah talked with her and explained she 
forgot to tell her someone was coming in to take care of Waif, gave her the day off, and 
gave her some special cookies. 

2. Give two ways Mistress Sarah shows her respect for Waif.  Asks Waif if she can pick her 
up, asks Waif is she wants to stay thereby letting Waif make the decision herself (thereby 
implying it is all right if she does). 

3. Why and what have the toys been doing to irritate Mrs. Itch?  Not being in the right 
place, changing clothes in between Mrs. Itch’s days. They are annoyed because they 
can’t do anything when she is there, doesn’t believe they are real, she isn’t gentle when 
she handles them.  

4. Why is it important to think about our future? Any appropriate answer. 
5. Why could it be important not to think too much about our future? Any appropriate 

answer. 
 
Discussion topic:  Drawing erroneous conclusions. Problems encountered when one person 
assumes he knows how another person feels…whether correct or incorrect (toys worried about 
being given away). Possible actions a person can take to clarify a situation. Eavesdropping: the 
good, the bad, the right, the wrong, danger of overhearing only a snippet of a conversation and 
drawing a wrong conclusion.  
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Waiting for Waif 
Vocabulary/Spelling Assignments and Testing 

 
 
Vocabulary/Spelling Words 

 
Discuss multiple meanings for words when appropriate and remember that some words 

can function as more than one part of speech, such as both noun and verb (for example, “plant”). 
Examine different grammatical forms of the same root word such as verb tenses, plural/singular 
noun forms, and spelling changes. Use whichever form of the vocabulary word you prefer:  the 
root word, the form that appears in the story text, or another form such as plural/singular noun or 
a different verb tense. Ten words per week makes for easy scoring and works well for student 
learning. Any more words is too many for the level of comprehension and knowledge required 
by the testing procedure.  
 
 
Daily Assignments  
 

Daily assignments are designed to give the students an opportunity to work with the 
vocabulary words in a variety of ways thereby helping to establish the words in their memories 
and increase their ability to use them in their own oral and written work. A sample of exercises 
follows.  
 

MONDAY—Increasing Knowledge Base.  Write the word, the definition of the word as 
used in Waiting for Waif, its part of speech, the dictionary sample sentence, and the dictionary 
page number (especially if the students are using the same dictionary). 
 

TUESDAY—Expanding Student Usage.  Using each vocabulary word, write your own 
complete sentence of at least ___ words. Do not use two vocabulary words in the same sentence. 
(Doing this often leads to contrived and awkward sentences.) 
  OR 

Write a short story that contains each of the vocabulary words (words can be in any 
order) of at least ___ complete sentences. (Eliminates writing, “Jimmy Joe brought home an 
assignment to write his vocabulary words five times each. The words were…”) Underline each 
vocabulary word the first time it is used (“first time” in case a word is used more than once). 
  OR 

Write a free verse poem using the vocabulary words. Underline each vocabulary word.  
 

WEDNESDAY—Extending Vocabulary.  Make a list of synonyms and antonyms for 
each vocabulary word and write a complete sentence of at least ____ words using one of the 
antonyms.  
 

THURSDAY—Confirming the Word.  Using cursive handwriting or printing, write by 
hand (no computer printout) each word five times. Having the student use five lines for five 
times (instead of five times on one line) makes a neat stack which is easier and faster for teacher 
checking. Most students use this format anyway.  
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WEDNESDAY or THURSDAY substitute—Deepening Understanding.  Write an 
acrostic for each word using a single word or a phrase for each letter further defines, explains the 
vocabulary word, or relates to the book in some way. 
 
  W Wounded   
  A Angry    
  I Intelligent   
  F  Fun    

OR 
  W Wandering 
  A Abandoned 
  I In 
  F  Frustration 
 
 

FRIDAY—Assessing Accountability.  Test day. Right before giving the test collect all 
four assignments (due on Friday), in order by day and stapled.  Collecting them immediately 
before the test works well as it can be done while the students are preparing their test papers. 
(There is a more detailed explanation of the testing procedure further on.) 
 
 
Other Activities 

 
There are a number of computerized programs for anonyms, synonyms, crossword 

puzzles, anagrams, and word searches easily available on the internet, some are free while others 
have a membership fee for use which may be a onetime fee or a monthly fee. Some have partial 
completion of the puzzle, some are online only, some charge for printout capability. A quick 
solution for an assignment obtained from the computer does not meet the purpose of the daily 
assignments which is to give the student opportunity to interact with the vocabulary words. 
Therefore, consider a variety of options before using these assignments as homework. Used 
during class time, partner work, or group work generally works better.  
 

Crossword puzzle.  Much of the value of the crossword puzzle is in the placement of the 
words in the grid so that every word links to one or more other words. Any form of the word 
may be used. Shorter words are easier to fit in, longer words are more difficult. Either way, this 
part can take time and the use of a pencil and an eraser is advised. Use graph paper or copy one 
of the forms in the appendix of this book. Students will need a minimum of a 20 x 20 square and 
may find a 25 x 25 grid easier. Starting with one word in the middle of the grid seems to be 
easier.  

 
On the internet, laying out the grid can be done without cost on a number of sites and 

then copied to the student (or teacher’s paper). It also provides proper numbering of the words 
which is a difficult concept for most students. Students usually try to number all the “across” 
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words and then the “down” words instead of in the order of only the word’s first letter, with no 
attention as to whether the word goes across or down. 

 
A second value of a crossword puzzle assignment is the requirement for a clear and 

concisely written clue, definition, or antonym.  
 
A word of caution. Trading student made crossword puzzles (giving one student a 

crossword puzzle made by another student) unless first carefully reviewed and checked for 
accuracy often leads to strife and accusations among the students due to errors and unclear or 
wrong clues. Handing out a crossword puzzle already constructed and waiting to be completed 
has proved far too easy as the students need only pick one of the ten vocabulary words for each 
answer. 
 

Anagram.  Technically speaking, an anagram is a word or phrase that contains all and 
only the letters of another word or phrase in a different order. For example, "Astronomers" and 
"no more stars."  For an assignment, use one (student or teacher to select) of the longer 
vocabulary words as the root word for all the others and accept new words of any length. For a 
longer assignment, assign more than one vocabulary word, each one to be done as a separate root 
word.  
 
 For each root word, make as many other words as possible using any of the letters in the 
root word. Group the words by number of letters. For example: 
  Root word:  deliberately 
  New words 
      1 letter I, a… 
      2 letters by… 
      3 letters ate, rat, bar, tar, tale, ire… 
      4 letters late, rate, deli…  
      5 letters tally (there are two “l” in the root word), belly… 
      6+ letters berate, lately, deliberate… 
 These can be fun done as a class, small group, or partners in short sessions during class.  
 
 A word of caution. Anagram internet sites give an incredible number of words, most of 
which I and perhaps you have never heard. However, the lists can assist the teacher’s preparation 
for using this assignment. 
 

Word search.  The word search, with its variety of word placement structure, has been 
around for years. Many of my students did not like them and their educational value is 
questionable. The value in the word search to the student is in creating the layout of the words in 
the grid, but this is often better achieved in the crossword puzzle.  

 
A word of caution. Internet websites will quickly create a word search, the only 

requirement being to type in the words.  
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Testing Procedure 
 

The test is by teacher dictation and based on definition and usage of the word in a 
sentence. The student selects the correct word from his/her own memory, writes the word, and 
spells the word correctly. To prepare the students for the test, use a dialogue that includes the 
following items. 

Clear your desk. Cover your answers. (A book or blank piece of paper may be advisable 
to cover their answers as they go although many of the students prefer to use their nonwriting 
hand.)  

Name and date your paper. Number from 1 to 10.  
Remind them that if they can’t remember the word right away, they should make a brief 

note of the definition by its number and then fill it in if they remember.  
 
Using the word “deliberately” as the first word of the test, the teacher might say, 
 “Number one.  With intent or on purpose. With intent or on purpose. (I do repeat) 
 “The young boy… blank… rolled down the window and tossed out the little yellow toy.  
     The young boy… blank… rolled down the window and tossed out the little yellow toy.  
     (I do repeat. I use the word “blank” instead of the vocabulary word.) 
 “Number one. With intent or on purpose. With intent or on purpose.” (I do repeat) 
 

Dictate the words for the test in a different order than used when the words were 
assigned. When dictating from only a numbered list of the vocabulary words, an occasional 
inadvertent use the actual vocabulary word instead of “blank” may occur. When this happens the 
students love it and most never fail to notice. Several will involuntarily speak out, “You just said 
it.” 
 

The teacher’s smiling answer:  “Then you will all get it correct!” And the test continues.  
 
 
Scoring the Test.   

 
This is both a vocabulary and a spelling test. Using an “all or nothing” grading is simple 

and easily understood. With only ten words in the list, the students quickly accept this standard 
and do well on the tests. Keep in mind that the daily assignments also contribute to the student’s 
grade. However, a scoring option is to give five points for the correct word and five points for 
correct spelling, but then you will have to establish the value, if any, of a wrong word with the 
right spelling… 

 
A midweek practice test on Wednesday takes extra classroom and teacher time. Using a 

Wednesday test the first week of school definitely helps the students understand exactly how the 
test works and what to expect on Friday for the real test. I use only a Friday test for the rest of 
the year. The students seem to need the full week before the test to spend time working with the 
vocabulary words. In this way they have better retention and get higher scores on the test. For a 
three day school week such as the week of Thanksgiving, a reduced list is appropriate.  
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Waiting for Waif 
Testing for Reading Comprehension 

 
 

The method for evaluating a student’s comprehension, performance or accountability will 
vary with the purpose for which Waiting for Waif is read. The following suggestions avoid the 
oft used summary of plot book report too often copied from the book cover or dust jacket. They 
are suggested for use with a pass/fail system for grading. In other words, did the student read the 
book and secondarily what did he/she think of the book. 

 
For individual pleasure, there is little need for testing. The student’s request for more 

books by the same author or about the dolls is an evaluation in itself, and perhaps a simple 
“What did you think of the book?” followed by a “Why do you say that?” may be all that is 
appropriate.  

 
If Waiting for Waif is read for required individual “extra” reading, accountability is 

generally the main factor. Did the student actually read the book was there at least a certain 
degree of comprehension? In this case, a short multiple choice test is time saving and effective, 
especially in a classroom setting where a Scantron answer card can be used for grading. A bank 
of thirty multiple choice questions is included in this Educational Supplement with questions 
ranging from simple recall to inference and implication. Use the multiple choice test either open 
or closed book.  Instead of using all of the questions on one test, you may prefer to use only 
some of the questions or divide the bank of questions into two separate tests adding, deleting, or 
modifying as appropriate. The website www.IntrixInc.com has .pdf files which can be opened 
and copied. Some of the sections are also Microsoft Office 2007 files which can be opened, 
saved, and then modified.  

 
If a computer software system is used to evaluate and track individual student reading, 

questions may be entered into the software for randomly generated accountability testing and 
scoring.  
 

If the student has learned how to write a short comparison, character analysis, or book 
critique (see Writing: A Sixth Grade Program), then a writing assignment from one of the 
discussion topics works well for some students. For example:  

A comparison of Mrs. Itch and Mistress Sarah, 
A comparison of Elizabeth Anne and Jenny Marie, 
A comparison of one of the characters and yourself, 
A character analysis of one of the characters with supporting evidence for each trait, 
A book critique with supporting evidence from the book for each comment good or bad. 

This type of assignment can sometimes lead to amazing depth of insight on the part of the 
student, but I do not recommend it for all students in the class due to the wide range of student 
level and the amount of grading time needed by the teacher, unless the assignment in question is 
an integrated part of instruction and practice in to how to write a particular type of essay.  
 



24 

If Waiting for Waif is read as a class book, factors for grading are the same as any other 
“unit” study:  participation, presentation, projects, research, group work, individual work, 
vocabulary activities, written assignments, and tests.  
 



Waiting for Waif 
Multiple Choice Test  

 
 
Choose the answer that is most accurate according to the book. 
 
1.  Waif was named Waif by 
 a.  the young boy 
 b.  the cleaning lady 
 c.  Bear  
 d.  Elizabeth Anne 
  
2.  The Waif’s master most likely threw her out of the car because  

a.  he was mad at his parents 
b.  he didn’t like the little yellow toy 
c.  he didn’t get his own way 
d.  he didn’t like sitting in the back seat 

 
3.  Who first asked to rescue the little yellow toy?   

a.  Waif 
b.  Bear  
c.  Elizabeth Anne 
d.  Mistress Sarah 

 
4.  Which of the following is NOT one of the reasons the little yellow toy was thinking about 
“checking out.”  She was 

a.  Uneducated  
b.  Unwanted 
c.  Unloved 
d.  Unnamed  
 

5.  Whose assignment was it to find out who the little yellow toy was? 
a.  The toys 

 b.  Mistress Sarah 
 c.  The cleaning lady 
 d.  The handyman 
 
6.  Mrs. Itch’s most important reason for putting Waif in the trash was 
 a.  Waif’s tummy has food stains 
 b.  Waif’s tummy has mold spots  
 c.  Mrs. Itch is uneasy around the toys 
 d.  Mistress Sarah didn’t tell her about Waif 
  
 
 
 



  



7.  Mrs. Itch’s attitude toward living in the United States is most likely 
 a.  resentful because she had to leave her native country 
 b.  practical because she was able to grow up and earn a living 
 c.  angry because her parents could not come with her 
 d.  pleased because she would be able to learn a new language 
 
8.  When mold was found in Mistress Sarah’s house, 
 a.  the basement floor was replaced 
 b.  the roof was replaced 
 c.  a wall was replaced  

d.  the kitchen was redone 
  
9.  The toys knew Mrs. Itch was triple bagging Waif because they 
 a.  watched her through the window 
 b.  heard her talking to herself as she bagged Waif 
 c.  listened to the sounds she was making 
 d.  watched her through the keyhole in the door 
 
10.  The toys were able to reach the lid of the trash can by 
 a.  using a step ladder 
 b.  helping Bear climb up on the lid 
 c.  pushing the trash can over by a deck chair 
 d.  building a platform 
 
11.  Mrs. Itch came to the United States from 
 a.  Mexico 
 b.  Russia 
 c.  Poland 
 d.  Germany 
 
 12.  Which of the following did the toys NOT use in their attempts to wake up Waif? 
 a.  pretending  

b.  balloon pump  
 c.  smelling salts 
 d.  air mattress pump 
 
13.  Waif’s stuffing had to be removed because it  
 a.  was stained with food 
 b.  was too old 
 c.  was lumpy and hard 
 d.  smelled bad 
 
 
 
 
 



  



14.  What kind of tape did the toys use to keep Waif’s mouth closed? 
 a.  masking tape 
 b.  adhesive tape 
 c.  packaging tape 
 d.  duct tape 
 
15.  The dolls are confident they will do a successful surgery on Waif because they 
 a.  have done a lot of sewing before 
 b.  know Bear will tell them what to do 
 c.  saw how to fix her on the internet 
 d.  Mistress Sarah showed them before she left 
 
16.  The toys prefer to go outside at night because 
 a.  the neighbors won’t see them  

b.  the weather is cooler 
 c.  Mistress Sarah is in bed 
 d.  Mrs. Itch has gone home 
 
17.  When the toys brought Waif in from the trash, she smelled the strongest of 
 a.  disinfectants 
 b.  mold 
 c.  old food 
 d.  cigarette smoke 
 
18.  Who worked the sewing machine pedal? 
 a.  Jenny Marie 
 b.  Bear 
 c.  Elizabeth Anne 
 d.  Tarantula 
 
19.  Who was the most UNwilling to give up on Waif? 
 a.  Jenny Marie 
 b.  Bear 
 c.  Elizabeth Anne 
 d.  Tarantula 
 
20.  Mistress Sarah did NOT tell the toys to 
 a.  find out who Waif is 
 b.  keep Waif 
 c.  don’t upset the cleaning lady 
 d.  cover Waif’s tummy 
 
 
 
 
 



  



21.  Which of the following did the toys use to wash Waif? 
 a.  laundry soap 
 b.  fabric softener 
 c.  little of everything  
 d.  a little of everything except bleach 
 
22.  When the toys were getting ready to wash Waif, who goes down the laundry chute first? 
 a.  Waif 

b.  Jenny Marie 
 c.  Elizabeth Anne  
 d.  Bear 
 
23.  Before surgery, Waif showed she was afraid by all of the following EXCEPT 

a.  her ears straightened 
b.  her legs were shaking 
c.  her face looked frightened  
d.  her eyes went in wild circles. 

  
24.  Which was the first action the toys used to stop Waif’s “bleeeping”? 
 a.  staples 

b.  tape 
 c.  Bear’s paw 
 d.  sewing her mouth 
  
25.  When Mistress Sarah returned to the house, she brought Mrs. Itch a 
 a.  special tea 
 b.  special recipe 
 c.  special cookie 
  d.  special cake 
 
26.  The toys did not watch Waif in the washing machine because they 
 a.  forgot to clean the window in the washing machine door 
 b.  there was no window in the washing machine door 
 c.  might embarrass Waif 
 d.  used too much soap 
 
27.  When Waif first saw Mistress Sarah, Waif was 
 a.  surprised 
 b.  dismayed 
 c.  angry 
 d.  scared 
 
 
 
 
 



  



28.  At the end of the book, who came into the house first? 
 a.  Mistress Sarah 
 b.  Mrs. Itch 
 c.  The handyman 
 d.  Mistress Sarah and Mrs. Itch  
 
29.  When Waif first woke up at the toy’s house, she didn’t leave because she 
 a.  was paralyzed 
 b.  didn’t know where to go 
 c.  she wanted to stay 
 d.  she liked Elizabeth Anne and Jenny Marie 
 
30.  Which of the following made Waif the most afraid? 
 a.  Staples 

b.  Tape 
 c.  Bear’s paw 
 d.  Seam ripper 
 
 
 
  
  



  



Waiting for Waif 
Multiple Choice Test ~ ANSWER KEY 

 
 
Choose the answer that is most accurate according to the book. 
 
1.  Waif was named Waif by 
 a.  the young boy 
 b.  the cleaning lady 
 c.  Bear  
 d.  Elizabeth Anne 
  
2.  The Waif’s master most likely threw her out of the car because  

a.  he was mad at his parents 
b.  he didn’t like the little yellow toy 
c.  he didn’t get his own way 
d.  he didn’t like sitting in the back seat 

 
3.  Who first asked to rescue the little yellow toy?   

a.  Waif 
b.  Bear  
c.  Elizabeth Anne 
d.  Mistress Sarah 

 
4.  Which of the following is NOT one of the reasons the little yellow toy was thinking about 
“checking out.”  She was 

a.  Uneducated  
b.  Unwanted 
c.  Unloved 
d.  Unnamed  
 

5.  Whose assignment was it to find out who the little yellow toy was? 
a.  The toys 

 b.  Mistress Sarah 
 c.  The cleaning lady 
 d.  The handyman 
 
6.  Mrs. Itch’s most important reason for putting Waif in the trash was 
 a.  Waif’s tummy has food stains 
 b.  Waif’s tummy has mold spots  
 c.  Mrs. Itch is uneasy around the toys 
 d.  Mistress Sarah didn’t tell her about Waif 
  
 
 
 



7.  Mrs. Itch’s attitude toward living in the United States is most likely 
 a.  resentful because she had to leave her native country 
 b.  practical because she was able to grow up and earn a living 
 c.  angry because her parents could not come with her 
 d.  pleased because she would be able to learn a new language 
 
8.  When mold was found in Mistress Sarah’s house, 
 a.  the basement floor was replaced 
 b.  the roof was replaced 
 c.  a wall was replaced  

d.  the kitchen was redone 
  
9.  The toys knew Mrs. Itch was triple bagging Waif because they 
 a.  watched her through the window 
 b.  heard her talking to herself as she bagged Waif 
 c.  listened to the sounds she was making 
 d.  watched her through the keyhole in the door 
 
10.  The toys were able to reach the lid of the trash can by 
 a.  using a step ladder 
 b.  helping Bear climb up on the lid 
 c.  pushing the trash can over by a deck chair 
 d.  building a platform 
 
11.  Mrs. Itch came to the United States from 
 a.  Mexico 
 b.  Russia 
 c.  Poland 
 d.  Germany 
 
 12.  Which of the following did the toys NOT use in their attempts to wake up Waif? 
 a.  pretending  

b.  balloon pump  
 c.  smelling salts 
 d.  air mattress pump 
 
13.  Waif’s stuffing had to be removed because it  
 a.  was stained with food 
 b.  was too old 
 c.  was lumpy and hard 
 d.  smelled bad 
 
 
 
 
 



14.  What kind of tape did the toys use to keep Waif’s mouth closed? 
 a.  masking tape 
 b.  adhesive tape 
 c.  packaging tape 
 d.  duct tape 
 
15.  The dolls are confident they will do a successful surgery on Waif because they 
 a.  have done a lot of sewing before 
 b.  know Bear will tell them what to do 
 c.  saw how to fix her on the internet 
 d.  Mistress Sarah showed them before she left 
 
16.  The toys prefer to go outside at night because 
 a.  the neighbors won’t see them  

b.  the weather is cooler 
 c.  Mistress Sarah is in bed 
 d.  Mrs. Itch has gone home 
 
17.  When the toys brought Waif in from the trash, she smelled the strongest of 
 a.  disinfectants 
 b.  mold 
 c.  old food 
 d.  cigarette smoke 
 
18.  Who worked the sewing machine pedal? 
 a.  Jenny Marie 
 b.  Bear 
 c.  Elizabeth Anne 
 d.  Tarantula 
 
19.  Who was the most UNwilling to give up on Waif? 
 a.  Jenny Marie 
 b.  Bear 
 c.  Elizabeth Anne 
 d.  Tarantula 
 
20.  Mistress Sarah did NOT tell the toys to 
 a.  find out who Waif is 
 b.  keep Waif 
 c.  don’t upset the cleaning lady 
 d.  cover Waif’s tummy 
 
 
 
 
 



21.  Which of the following did the toys use to wash Waif? 
 a.  laundry soap 
 b.  fabric softener 
 c.  little of everything  
 d.  a little of everything except bleach 
 
22.  When the toys were getting ready to wash Waif, who went down the laundry chute first? 
 a.  Waif 

b.  Jenny Marie 
 c.  Elizabeth Anne  
 d.  Bear 
 
23.  Before surgery, Waif showed she was afraid by all of the following EXCEPT 

a.  her ears straightened 
b.  her legs were shaking 
c.  her face looked frightened  
d.  her eyes went in wild circles. 

  
24.  Which was the first action the toys used to stop Waif’s “bleeeping”? 
 a.  staples 

b.  tape 
 c.  Bear’s paw 
 d.  sewing her mouth 
  
25.  When Mistress Sarah returned to the house, she brought Mrs. Itch a 
 a.  special tea 
 b.  special recipe 
 c.  special cookie 
  d.  special cake 
 
26.  The toys did not watch Waif in the washing machine because they 
 a.  forgot to clean the window in the washing machine door 
 b.  there was no window in the washing machine door 
 c.  might embarrass Waif 
 d.  used too much soap 
 
27.  When Waif first saw Mistress Sarah, Waif was 
 a.  surprised 
 b.  dismayed 
 c.  angry 
 d.  scared 
 
 
 
 
 



28.  At the end of the book, who came into the house first? 
 a.  Mistress Sarah 
 b.  Mrs. Itch 
 c.  The handyman 
 d.  Mistress Sarah and Mrs. Itch  
 
29.  When Waif first woke up at the toy’s house, she didn’t leave because she 
 a.  was paralyzed 
 b.  didn’t know where to go 
 c.  she wanted to stay 
 d.  she liked Elizabeth Anne and Jenny Marie 
 
30.  Which of the following made Waif the most afraid? 
 a.  Staples 

b.  Tape 
 c.  Bear’s paw 
 d.  Seam ripper 
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World War II English Teddy Bear Mascot 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description Flight Sergeant E R Thorn (pilot, left) and Sergeant F J Barker (air gunner) pose 
with their Boulton Paul Defiant turret fighter at RAF Biggin Hill, Kent after 
destroying their 13th Axis aircraft. Note the teddy-bear mascot. 

Date World War 2 

Source 
This is photograph CH 2526 from the collections of the 

Imperial War Museums. 

 

Author P.H.F. Tovey, Royal Air Force official photographer 

 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:IWM_CH2526.jpg 



  



National Teddy Bear Day in Poland 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 



About the Author 
 
 

      First generation American Virginia Pong was born to im-
migrant parents in the shadow of the University of Michigan at 
Ann Arbor. While her mother was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate 
from its ivied halls, her father fled war torn China of the early 
twentieth century with only a grade school education. With a 
brash boldness that would show up in his daughter, he talked 
himself into his first job as an electrical engineer at General 
Electrical, a tool designer in Detroit and finally as an engineer 
in aerospace. Raised the youngest of six children, two brothers 
and three English refugee cousins, Virginia learned to read and 
write before starting school. She is a graduate of  Northwest-
ern Michigan College, the University of Washington, and the 
University of California. 

 

As a teacher in the vast California public school system, Virginia taught a wide range of 
students from all walks of life and ethnic backgrounds ranging from the not so gifted to the 
brilliant and all of those in between. Nominated by her former students she was twice in-
cluded in Who’s Who among America’s Teachers. In addition to teaching third grade 
through graduate school, her background includes consultant with Harcourt Brace Jovano-
vich text books, social services, and human resources administration. Virginia has competed 
in the international challenging event of racewalking and set a national record in masters 
competition, taken national titles, and won team gold at the World Veterans’ Games. As a 
USA Track and Field certified official and coach, every racewalking athlete with whom she 
worked won either a national title, a national record, or both.  

 

Parent, grandparent and great grandparent, Virginia currently resides in southwestern 
Washington State where she is applying the same educational management and develop-
mental disciplines to a small technology and media company with roots stretching back 
more than a few decades.  

 
 
 

 





Writing: A Sixth Grade Program  
     

 Writing: A Sixth Grade Program was developed to meet an obvious lack of student 
ability to write clear, well-organized, and understandable assignments needed for school, college, 
career, and life; it is successful across a broad spectrum of student ability. Student writing 
resulting from assignments in this book won as many as five of the six district-wide awards 
given in the annual writing festival held each spring for the school district’s fourteen elementary 
schools.  

A sell-out at the California State Conference for Gifted and Talented Education, Writing: 
A Sixth Grade Program provides teachers and parents an excellent framework on which to build 
student grammar and writing development in both language arts and content areas.  

Each writing assignment includes teaching notes, student guidelines, and real student 
samples. A yearlong strand of basic grammar instruction (and how to test) and a seventeen page 
student reference/study section are provided in this inclusive program.   
 
 

Writing, The Final Step 
  

Writing: The Final Step shows the reader how to take a handwritten or typed document 
and transform it into an attractive creative publication that makes everyone look good—whether 
it be student, teacher, parent, employee, or company. 

The difference between a finished printed product and a handwritten text or standard 
typed manuscript cannot be overstated. The days of real carbon copies are long gone and 
electronic wizardry has removed the scissors, glue and tape from the term “cut and paste.” Now 
is the time to transform that written text into a truly finished work. Challenge yourself to use 
computer technology to create a flyer, booklet, or real paperback book that gives a meaningful 
purpose and validation to all your time and effort, a product of which to be proud—a publication 
ready for gift, distribution or sale. 
 
 

Times and Time Again 
 

During her years as a teacher in the California public school system, Virginia watched as 
students struggled with math homework made unnecessarily difficult by insufficient mastery of 
the basic facts in multiplication and division. To address this wide spread and growing problem, 
Virginia developed the Times and Time Again program based on her childhood timed practices 
with her siblings.    

The flood of objection from the teaching community, schooled in more modern 
educational theory, was shrill and derogatory. They called it drill-and-kill. They said it was out 
of date and that it would never work because the students would hate it. However, Times and 
Time Again did work. Times and Time Again proved itself in greatly decreased homework time 
and a spectacular increase in accuracy. Not only did the students not hate it, but they complained 
when an occasional school wide schedule required skipping their “times facts” practice. Year 
after year every student, no matter what the beginning score, always made dramatic 
improvement in the Times and Time Again program.  
  

~ Books available at Virginia’s website:  www.IntrixInc.com ~ 
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