
 
 
 

Traffic 
 
 
A vision for Campbell: Traffic consistently ranks as one of the highest concerns for              

Campbell residents. Those of us who commute to work endure some of the worst commutes in                

the nation.   1

Traffic, of course, also harms the environment, and leads to significant public health             2

risks. Most of us in Campbell understand the threat posed by climate change, one of the                3

greatest challenges of our lifetime. Yet while Bay Area leaders propose policies that can help               

make our cities more environmentally-friendly, curbing traffic is often left out of these plans. 

While many local leaders bemoan the scourge of traffic, particularly when running for             

office, few have offered real and tangible solutions. Previous City policy has generally been              

limited to a focus on expanding freeways. For example, Hamilton Avenue, with Highway 17              

North and South ramps on both sides of the street, has some of the worst traffic in the entire                   

South Bay region. Yet current City policy to mitigate this traffic is simply to add an extra lane to                   

one of the on-ramps, which will cost us millions of dollars we don’t have and take nearly a                  

decade to implement. Induced demand, which demonstrates how temporarily widening          4

freeways eventually results in more cars on the road and makes the initial problem worse, is                

1 https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-braces-for-nightmare-traffic-in-2019/ 
2 https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7q6760rz 
3 https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1476-069X-9-65 
4 
https://californiapolicycenter.org/californias-transportation-future-part-four-the-common-road/#:~:text=Accordin
g%20to%20the%20HERS%20analysis,display%20wide%20ranges%20in%20cost. 
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why this is an expensive and inadequate “solution” to the traffic problems which plague our               

region.  5

The good news is some of the most impactful changes we can make aren’t costly or                

complicated — but they will require determination and a clear vision for a cleaner, more livable,                

traffic-free community. 

 

Policy proposals:  
 

● Prepare a citywide traffic calming report and identify high-risk traffic safety           

areas 
o I will direct City staff to prepare a citywide report on changes the City can take to                 

mitigate traffic in our neighborhoods and identify specific areas that would most            

benefit from efforts to reduce traffic, such as areas that currently face a             

disproportionately higher risk of traffic accidents. Identifying these areas would          

allow us to implement specific solutions such as speed bumps, reduced speeds,            

and natural traffic calming landscaping elements.  6

 
● Ban Uber/Lyft/rideshare pick ups from E. Campbell Ave 

o East Campbell Avenue, the core of Campbell’s downtown, is home to one of the              

most vibrant corridors in the South Bay. At night, that means plenty of rideshares.              

But with only one lane of traffic in each direction, rideshare pick-ups on this street               

cause traffic jams, dangerously reduce visibility, and endanger pedestrians, as          

cars will sometimes drive into the lane of oncoming traffic to avoid a car that is                

5 
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2018/09/citylab-university-induced-demand/569455/#:~:text=In%20urba
nism%2C%20%E2%80%9Cinduced%20demand%E2%80%9D,demonstrated%20the%20existence%20of%20ID. 
6 https://www.lgc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/traffic-calming-guidebook.pdf 
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stuck waiting for a passenger. I will work with rideshare companies to ban             

pick-ups on E. Campbell and explore either limiting them to cross-streets or            

designating particular pick-up and drop-off zones. This concept, known as in-app           

geofencing, was demonstrated to reduce traffic in a University of Washington           

study.  7

 
● Implement signal pre-emption citywide 

o Arguably both the most important and cost-effective way cities in our region can             

strengthen public transit and reduce traffic is through the implementation of           

citywide traffic signal preemption. Currently, we have a regional, trans-city public           8

transit system, making coordination across cities more difficult. A signal          9

preemption policy would grant buses and light rail priority in traffic signals in             

Campbell, cutting time off public transit trips and making the overall system most             

efficient.The ultimate goal would be moving toward signal preemption across the           

region. Better service results in more people using the lines, and can eventually             

cycle towards expansion of our public transit system through increased funds.           

This would limit the number of car trips taken in the region and take more cars off                 

the road, reducing traffic for everyone. 

 
● Implement transit-oriented solutions instead of highway expansion 

o Generally, previous City policy has been limited to a focus on expanding            

freeways. For example, Hamilton Avenue, with Highway 17 North and South           

ramps on both sides of the street, has some of the worst traffic in the entire South                 

Bay region. Yet current City policy to mitigate this traffic is simply to add an extra                

7 
http://depts.washington.edu/sctlctr/sites/default/files/Curb_Allocation_Change_Project-UWUrbanFreightLab.pdf 
8 https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop08024/chapter9.htm 
9 https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/01/silicon-valley-cant-get-transit-right/4374/ 
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lane to one of the on-ramps, which will cost us millions of dollars we don’t have                

and take nearly a decade to implement. Freeway expansion is an inadequate            10

solution to the problem of increasing traffic because of induced demand; public            

policy experts have shown the more we continue to expand the highway, the             

greater the number of cars that end up on the highway, thus cancelling out any               

alleviation of congestion. That’s why highway expansion is an inadequate          11

solution, and only strengthening public transit, coupled with smart City planning,           

will help us decrease traffic in our community. 
 

● Ensure new housing developments include a public transit integration         

report 
o Previously, proposals for new housing developments in the City of Campbell           

have not maximized their potential to plan for public transit. This is partly because              

public transportation is a regional responsibility, while housing and planning is a            

municipal one. Currently, proposals must include a “traffic impact report” — often            

leading to tense disagreements between the City and local residents about the            

true impact of developments on traffic. Proposals often include mention of           12

nearby public transit, but do not account for the potential growth of new transit              

lines or potential cuts. I will mandate that new housing proposals include a “public              

transit integration report,” requiring our City to communicate with Valley          

Transportation Authority to coordinate housing and transit needs. 

 

10 
https://californiapolicycenter.org/californias-transportation-future-part-four-the-common-road/#:~:text=Accordin
g%20to%20the%20HERS%20analysis,display%20wide%20ranges%20in%20cost. 
11 
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2018/09/citylab-university-induced-demand/569455/#:~:text=In%20urba
nism%2C%20%E2%80%9Cinduced%20demand%E2%80%9D,demonstrated%20the%20existence%20of%20ID. 
12 https://dpw.lacounty.gov/Traffic/Traffic%20Impact%20Analysis%20Guidelines.pdf 
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● Strengthen our regional transit system 

o Currently, Campbell lacks any representation on the board of the Valley           

Transportation Authority, our regional transit agency, made up of elected          

representatives from South Bay cities. This lack of leadership helps account for            13

the fact that in the past decade, the West Valley region has faced some of the                

worst service cuts in VTA service, meaning that public transportation is currently            

not an option for many of our residents. I will be a voice for Campbell on public                 14

transit issues and am proud to have already spoken out for our City through VTA               

Board Meetings and on public transit issues through op eds. I will also advocate              

for increased federal transportation funding through our Congressional        

delegation, which is necessary in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic to rescue             

our public transit agencies. 

 
● Complete bike trail to circumnavigate City 

o Currently, the General Plan, the document that laws out a blueprint for City             

policy, directs the Council to ensure the entire City can be safely navigated by              

bike. Despite efforts from City staff, the City Council has not prioritized this             15

issue. I will work toward completing this critical piece of our City’s public policy              

within the next five years. 

 
● Encourage bike-friendly housing developments 

o I have previously participated in public meetings with housing developers to push            

to successfully install bike racks in developments near the downtown area. I will             

13 http://santaclaravta.iqm2.com/Citizens/Board/1000-Board-of-Directors 
14 https://www.mercurynews.com/2010/01/05/west-valley-vta-bus-and-light-rail-service-cuts-to-go-into-effect/ 
15 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5727860527d4bd23efdf96db/t/5ed13a77dc53ee1f1bc38f46/15907703273
06/CampbellGPU-GPAC-Review-Draft-May-2020.pdf 
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continue to encourage the use of bike infrastructure in new developments to keep             

cars off the road and achieve better public health outcomes. 

 
 
 

 

 


