
 
 
 

Working Families 
 
 
My Story: While I’m proud of being a small business owner, a Chamber of Commerce               

member, and an advisor to Fortune 500 companies, I’m running to be a Councilmember for our                

whole community — and I’m particularly sensitive to the fact that working families in Campbell               

have never had representation. I grew up here in the community in a low-income, working class                

neighborhood. My path led me to graduate from Yale University and go on to work at the White                  

House, yet my values come directly out of my experiences growing up, and I won’t forget where                 

I come from. 

Growing up, my father was a proud member of UFCW Local 5. When my dad was laid                 

off during the Great Recession, it was his local that supported us and kept food on the table.                  

When my mother, a part of AFSCME Local 101, was facing wage theft issues, it was her union                  

representative who fought for her and won. When I’m working on progressive policy, I don’t just                

reach out to those who are already at the table — I invite others in. That’s always been my                   

philosophy, and it’ll continue to be as a Councilmember. 

 

Policy proposals:  
 

● Support Campbell workers 

o I’ve always stood side by side with Campbell workers. Just this year, I supported              

striking Safeway workers, many of them in Campbell, as they fought for a better              

contract after years without a meaningful raise. Those negotiations resulted in,           

 

https://ufcw5.org/2020/03/tentative-agreement-reached-with-safeway/


 
 
 

among other benefits, a $2 wage increase . This was right before the onset of              
1

COVID-19, when the risks taken by these workers kept our community safe,            

healthy, and fed. That’s why I’ll continue to use my platform to support Campbell              

workers. 
 

● Aggressively tackle housing and homelessness 

● Working families have a higher probability of falling into homelessness or housing            

insecurity. We, as a community, have a responsibility to aggressively combat           

housing insecurity and affordability issues at their root. We must fight for housing             

policy that has the potential to make a transformative impact for Campbell. 

 
● Provide childcare at City Council meetings and city events 

● I will organize quality volunteer childcare for all City Council meetings and large             

public events, so parents don’t have to choose between caring for their child and              

having a voice in our community’s public affairs.  2

 
● Leverage existing Measure A funding & identify specific Campbell sites 

● Currently, zero low-income housing developments have been built in Campbell          

under Measure A, despite the fact that it creates a County bond to fund such               

developments. I will direct City staff to prepare a report identifying a list of              3

appropriate sites and present it to the City Council, allowing us to move forward              

in partnership with the County. 

 
● Explore creative ideas for teacher housing 

1 https://ufcw5.org/2020/03/tentative-agreement-reached-with-safeway/ 
2 https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/offering-childcare-at-city-meetings-may-be-key-to-diversifying-civic-engage 
3 
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/osh/HousingandCommunityDevelopment/AffordableHousingBond/Documents/Mea
sure%20A%201-pager%202019%20-%20r2.pdf 
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o One of the greatest challenges our community faces is attracting and retaining            

teachers, as many can no longer afford to live in Campbell or the South Bay.               

When teachers have to move out, it disrupts our children’s education and            

threatens the cohesiveness of our community. I’ll explore the use of city-owned            

land or the possibility of land swap deals to tackle our housing crisis and support               

our teachers. 
 

● Implement community budgeting 

o I will direct City staff to develop a proposal for community budgeting. Successfully             

implemented in nearby San Jose as well as in cities across the nation,             

community budgeting allows local residents to guide the budgeting process for           

their own neighborhood or region. Since neighbors have expertise about the           4

best way to distribute funds, allowing a portion of city funds to be spent in the                

way most needed by that neighborhood improves the efficiency of the city            

budgeting process and allows for our budget to truly reflect the needs of our              

diverse Campbell community. 
 

● Proactive community outreach 
● Decisions will never be guided solely by those able to come to City Council              

meetings or those who are already in my networks. Instead, I will reach out              

proactively to community organizations, including those representing       

communities which may lack access to information or face language barriers. 

 
● Improve online accessibility 

o In a post-pandemic world, I will ensure the City has access to secure and              

accessible digital systems to allow for City business and public accountability, as            

4 https://www.everyvoiceengaged.org/participatory_budgeting_technique 
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well as avenues for community engagement. It is critical that the public is able to               

comment and actively participate in Council meetings, regardless of whether they           

are held in-person or online.  5

 
 
 

 

5 
https://insights.diligent.com/agenda-management-local-government/benefits-online-meeting-agendas-local-gover
nment 
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