The
LCBA BUZZ

June 2025

Providing Education in Sustainable Beekeeping

Monthly meetings in room 109 of
Washington Hall, Centralia College;
exceptions will be published in advance.
Club apiary is at 765 North Fork Road
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IT'S A CANNING JAR DRIVE! /f‘?:'
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We need glass canning jars to package

our apiary honey! If you have one or

twenty you might be able to donate,

please bring them to the June or July

meeting, the June apiary workshop! We

need quarts and pints, with or without
lids and rings.

It'’s a great way to clean out shelves in
your garage, and boost our funds
accounts! Also, if you have great ideas
on where to market our club honey, let
us know! Thanks in advance.



Some May meeting highlights: Chris Hops
offered some valuable information on
sustainability in beekeeping with a focus on
sustaining a successful beekeeping plan without
purchasing bees through swarm capture and
management. He discussed ideal swarm trap size
(around 40 liters or about the volume of a
single deep box) with a nice drawn frame for
the queen to have a space to immediately start
laying, plus empty clean frames as the swarm
bees are ready to start drawing comb. He likes
large trees with some broken limbs - they look
like they may have a cavity for the bees to nest
in; he places traps 10-12 feet up. If you have a
fruit tree you can put a trap in before it
blooms, he finds that attracts the swarms. Chris
talked about methods of doing splits by pulling
frames with swarm cells in a 3-5 frame box with
resources and some brood; you can read about
all different ways to do splits!

Proposed Bylaws Change

We are requesting a vote at the June
membership meeting of approval for the
addition of the following to the bylaws:

a.”"for the purpose of legal activities
(i.e. WA State Registrations, Insurance,

and Banking) the President and Vice

President shall act as Governors, and
the Treasurer shall act as the Registered

Agent.”



JUNE APIARY WORKSHOP
On SATURDAY June 14 we will meet at the apiary

at 1:00. We will inspect hives, and assess for
adding supers, and other tasks. Bring your suits
to 765 North Fork Road, Chehalis
If time permits we will try to get some supers

cleaned, scraping old wax and propolis off of
edges, and cleaning excess wax off of used
frames.

Apiary workshops are a great way to expand
your beekeeping knowledge and experience.
Network with more experienced beekeepers, ask
questions, learn different techniques.

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND
EVENTS

On June 11 we will hear from Charlie
VandenHuevel,
a beekeeper from Oregon who will speak on
bee nutrition and mite management.

July 9*" wijll feature Dawn Beck, a
Washington beekeeper who will speak on fat
bodies. This is

important information to understand
winter bees and helping them overwinter.

We will have our annual festive picnic with
lots of raffle items, and great food. This
will be July 27t

T Shirts ($15) Hoodies ($25)
and caps($15) available at the
monthly meetings
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We had great attendance at the Spring Youth
Fair- the observation hive is always popular!n



Our youth
scholars are
enjoying their

bees; EIli and his
dad work with
Paul Longwell as
their mentor;
Evan enjoys his
bees and is helped
by mentor Dave
Batchelor. Thanks
to Paul and Dave
for mentoring our
youth scholars!

The May apiary workshop saw
a shower at the beginning
then weather cleared. We

found and marked hive 2

queen, learned how to make

extended release OA pads, did

sugar roll and alcohol mite
tests, and inspected all hives.
Next apiary workshop will be

June 14 at 1Tpm. 765 North
Fork Road.

= .

Ovur information table at the Spring
Youth Fair, manned by Evan. Member
volunteers did a great job of getting
everything set up Friday afternoon
before the fair; our booth is always
well attended. The prize wheel is
always popular - we went through
150 honey sticks and a ton of candy!
Kids got to answer a question about
bees before getting a prize, so they
are gaining a bit of bee knowledge.
Thanks to Bill for bringing the
observation hive in, it’s always

popular! We ran a membership
special this year and gained two new
members! o



GARAGE SALE PAGE

If you have bee related equipment you no longer want or
use and would like to sell it, you can send photos, price,
and your contact information to Bev at
bevp003@gmail.com and it will go in the newsletter. You
can also donate to the club to ‘auction’ at the monthly
membership meetings to grow the youth scholarship fund
as an alternative to selling them.

Dadant manual 4 frame
extractor ($625 new) It’s
clean, in excellent
condition. $300 email

| bevp003@gmail.com
is is a Johnno'’s EasyVap;
the cups hold up to 6
grams of OA so you can
treat an entire double
deep hive in a few
seconds. Wait for it to

heat to 450, put the cup on
and vaporize. It only
takes a few seconds to do!
Corded; comes with extra
cups and instructions.
$175. email
bevp003@gmail.com

HONEY BEES HAVE 170 ODORANT RECEPTORS, AND HAVE A
SENSE OF SMELL 50 TIMES MORE POWERFUL THAN A DOG.

THE ONLY INSECT THAT PRODUCES FOOD THAT HUMANS
EAT IS THE HONEY BEE.



VARROA MANAGEMENT - IMPORTANT!!

We have all heard about how important it is to
monitor, control and treat varroa mites. How
frequently we hear about these pesky mites is an
indication about how adversely they can affect
our colonies strength and ability to survive
winter. You will see some resources on
management in the newsletter over the next few
months; hope you find some of these resources
helpful. Your bees will show appreciation! The
honeybeehealthcoalition link below is an
excellent resource:

HTTPS://HONEYBEEHEALTHCOALITION.ORG/
VARROATOOL/PH TEXT
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SWARM SEASON!! Many of us have had
® . . . [
swarms this spring; hopefully if you had one
® you were able to safely capture and rehome @
it! For those of you who saw Chris Hops’
® . . ®
swarm trap box at the May meeting, here is
® alink with instructions to build a similar ®
° box. e
HTTPS://HORIZONTALHIVE.COM/HOW-TO -
® BUILD/SWARM-TRAP-FREE-PLANS.SHTML L
® ®
We have a list on our LCBA web page of people
willing to come capture a swarm, if you hear of ®
@onyone needing help. If you would like to be added‘
to the swarm capture list email Noel at
® nsharp928@gmail.com [ _

If you catch a swarm and don’t want it or can’t
find anyone to take it, WoodsBeeCo on Reynolds
road in Centralia will take them, call to let them
know you are bringing a swarm so they can have

a box ready 7/



