
Table sugar - sucrose- white granulated sugar- is the ONLY sugar you should feed
bees. Nectar from plants contains sucrose as the principal sugar. Commercial sources
of sucrose are sugar can, and sugar beet. Almost all beet sugar is GMO, while virtually
all cane sugar is not. Sucrose is useless to bees. In order for them to use it, it has to be

broken down to glucose and fructose. If a plant is converting sucrose, the enzyme
needed is called invertase. If an animal (BEE) is converting sucrose to fructose and

flucose, the enzyme is called sucrase. Foraging bees can add the encyme to nectar as
they harvest it from the plant. Fructose is used for brain function, muscle cell energy,

and body cell functions. Fructose is an energy source. From Bee Culture magazine
article by Ann Harman
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Understanding the sugar we feed our bees
Table sugar - sucrose- white granulated sugar- is the ONLY sugar you should feed bees. Nectar from
plants contains sucrose as the principal sugar.  Commercial sources of sucrose are sugar cane, and
sugar beet.  Almost all beet sugar is GMO, while virtually all cane sugar is not.  Sucrose is useless to

bees.  In order for them to use it, it has to be broken down to glucose and fructose.  If a plant is
converting sucrose, the enzyme needed is called invertase.  If an animal (BEE) is converting sucrose to

fructose and glucose, the enzyme is called sucrase. Foraging bees can add the enzyme to nectar as
they harvest it from the plant.  Fructose is used for brain function, muscle cell energy, and body cell

functions.  Fructose is an energy source. From Bee Culture magazine article by Ann Harman

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  S O M E  Y E A R - R O U N D
S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  P R A C T I C E S  F O R  Y O U R

B E E K E E P I N G ?

C o m e  h e a r  C h r i s  H o p s  s p e a k  a t  o u r  M a y
1 4  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g !

S p r i n g  Y o u t h  F a i r  i s  M a y  2 - 4 ,  p l e a s e  c o m e
a n d  s h o w  s u p p o r t  f o r  b e e k e e p i n g !   W e  h o p e
t o  h a v e  s o m e  y o u t h  i n d i c a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e
s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  a n d  a d u l t s  i n  t h e  b e e k e e p i n g

c l a s s .  
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Q u i t e  a  f e w  p e o p l e
a t t e n d e d  t h e  f i r s t

a p i a r y  w o r k s h o p .   W e
d i d  t w o  s p l i t s ,  p u l l i n g

f r a m e s  o f  b r o o d  f r o m
s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  h i v e s .

T w o  h i v e s  s u p p l i e d
q u e e n s  f o r  t h e  s p l i t s ,
a n d  n e w  q u e e n s  w e r e

p l a c e d  i n  t h o s e  h i v e s .
5  o f  6  h i v e s  n o w  h a v e
m a r k e d  q u e e n s  w h i c h

w i l l  h e l p  w i t h
p r e p a r i n g  t h e

o b s e r v a t i o n  h i v e  f o r
t h e  f a i r s !   T h e  l o n g

h i v e  w a s  m o v e d  i n t o  a n
8  f r a m e  s e t  u p ;  i t  w a s

a  f a i r l y  w e e k  h i v e
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a  l o t  o f

a n t s ,  a n d  a  m o u s e  n e s t
( u g h ) .  W h i l e  a  b i t

c h a o t i c  a t  t i m e s  ( w e
l e a r n e d  a  l e s s o n  f r o m

t h a t ! )  t h o s e  b e e k e e p e r s
p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y

g a i n e d  a  l o t  o f
k n o w l e d g e  f r o m  t h e
w o r k s h o p .   T h e r e  i s

s t i l l  a  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f
w o r k  t o  d o  ( e x c h a n g i n g
o l d  w a x / p r o p o l i s  b o x e s

w i t h  c l e a n  b o x e s ,
g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  o l d

f r a m e s / f o u n d a t i o n ) .
A n o t h e r  w o r k s h o p  i s
p l a n n e d  f o r  M a y 1 8 ,

d e t a i l s  w i l l  b e  e m a i l e d
a n d  a n n o u n c e d !  

W H A T  A R E  T H E Y  D O I N G ? ?

L O T S  O F  A C T I V I T Y !
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A  H U G E  t h a n k  y o u  t o  D a r r e l l  D u n n a g a n ,
D e a n  M o r t o n ,  G o t t f r i e d  F r i t z ,  R o s s  M e r k e r

a n d  T h e r e s a  A r l o t t o  f o r  h e l p i n g  n e w
b e e k e e p e r s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  2 0 2 5  a p i a r y

w o r k s h o p !   B e v

U P C O M I N G  S P E A K E R S
O u r  M a y  1 4  s p e a k e r  w i l l  b e  C h r i s  H o p s ,  w h o  w i l l

s p e a k  o n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i n  b e e k e e p i n g .  H e  w i l l  c o v e r
h o w  h e  i n c o r p o r a t e s  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  y e a r  r o u n d .
A l w a y s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e a k e r  w i t h  a  w e a l t h  o f

k n o w l e d g e  t o  s h a r e .

   I n  J u n e  w e  w i l l  h e a r  f r o m  C h a r l i e  V a n d e n H u e v e l ,
a  b e e k e e p e r  f r o m  O r e g o n  w h o  w i l l  s p e a k  o n  b e e

n u t r i t i o n  a n d  m i t e  m a n a g e m e n t .   

J u l y  9  w i l l  f e a t u r e  D a w n  B e c k ,  a  W a s h i n g t o n
b e e k e e p e r  w h o  w i l l  s p e a k  o n  f a t  b o d i e s .  T h i s  i s

t h

                i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
w i n t e r  b e e s .  

W e  w i l l  h a v e  o u r  a n n u a l  f e s t i v e  p i c n i c  w i t h  l o t s  o f
r a f f l e  i t e m s ,  a n d  g r e a t  f o o d .   T h i s  w i l l  b e  J u l y  2 7 .

.    

t h

A  c o m m i t t e e  o f  3  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d  t o  m a n a g e  o u r  c l u b
a p i a r y ,  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  h e l p .
E a c h  m o n t h  a  l e a d e r  w i l l  o r g a n i z e  a n y  a p i a r y  v i s i t s

n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  m o n t h , a n d  p l a n  a n d  m a n a g e  t h e
m o n t h l y  a p i a r y  c l u b  w o r k s h o p .   I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o

v o l u n t e e r  l e t  B e v ,  T h e r e s a  o r  R o s s  k n o w .   Y o u  w i l l  b e
n o t i f i e d  a s  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  a  w o r k  d a y ,

a n d  c o m e  i f  y o u  a r e  a b l e .   M o r e  h a n d s  m a k e  a
s h o r t e r  w o r k  d a y !  
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H O N E Y  E N T E R I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  T H E  S W W  F A I R

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e n t e r i n g  h o n e y  i n  t h e  f a i r  i n
t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  n e w s l e t t e r s  t o  h e l p  p r e p a r e  f o r  y o u r

A u g u s t  e n t r y .   W e  w i l l  h a v e  Q U E E N L I N E  1 l b .  j a r s  a v a i l a b l e
a t  e a c h  m e e t i n g  f o r  y o u  t o  p i c k  o n e  u p  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o

e n t e r .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  c o n t a i n e r s  f o r  a  c o m b  h o n e y
e n t r a n c e .   Y o u  w i l l  e n t e r  h o n e y  i n  e i t h e r :  1 .  c o m b  h o n e y

w i t h  s a m p l e  2 .  l i g h t  a m b e r  3 .  a m b e r  4 . d a r k  a m b e r .  U s e
t h e  c o l o r  g u i d e  b e l o w  t o  d e c i d e  y o u r  c o l o r .  A n y  h o n e y

l i g h t e r  t h a n  t h e  l i g h t  a m b e r  ( w h i t e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e )  w i l l  g o
i n  t h e  l i g h t  a m b e r  c a t e g o r y .   

W e  w i l l  h a v e  a  l o t
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n

c o m i n g .  H o w  t o
e n t e r ,  w h e n  t o

b r i n g  y o u r  j a r  i n ,
j u d g i n g

s c o r e c a r d s ,  h o w
t o  f i l l  y o u r  j a r ,
e t c .  O n e  o f  o u r
m e m b e r s ,  C o d y

W a r r e n ,  w i l l  d o
a  b r i e f

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n
j u d g i n g  a t  o u r

J u n e  m e m b e r s h i p
m e e t i n g .



h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / - H I x r y J o 2 P E   

h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / - v F Y q Z 7 O j w k
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S P L I T S  I N  M A  Y

I f  b e e s  a r e  c r o w d e d  i n  y o u r  t w o  d e e p s ,  c o n s i d e r
d o i n g  a  s p l i t  ( d i v i d i n g  o n e  h i v e  i n t o  t w o ) .  Y o u

w i l l  n e e d  a  c o m p l e t e  h i v e  b o x  s e t  u p  o r  f i n d
s o m e o n e  t o  t a k e  y o u r  s p l i t .   I f  y o u  h a v e

d i f f i c u l t y  f i n d i n g  y o u r  q u e e n ,  i t  i s  a  f a i r l y
s i m p l e  p r o c e s s  t o  s p l i t  w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  h e r ,  a s

l o n g  a s  y o u  h a v e  a  q u e e n  e x c l u d e r .   I  f o u n d  t h e s e
t w o  v i d e o s  m o s t  h e l p f u l

C L U B  A P I A R Y  N E E D S  A
S W A R M

I f  a n y o n e  h a s  a  s w a r m  t h e y  d o n ’ t  w a n t ,
p l e a s e  t e x t  ( p r e f e r r e d )  o r  c a l l  B e v  a t

3 6 0 - 5 6 1 - 9 4 2 4 .   W e  n e e d  a  s w a r m  t o
p o p u l a t e  t h e  t o p  b a r  h i v e  a t  t h e  a p i a r y .

I d e a l  i f  y o u  c a n  c a t c h  i t  f o r  m e ,  I ’ l l  c o m e
p i c k  u p .  O r  y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  t a k e  i t  o u t

t o  h i v e  i t  i f  y o u  p r e f e r

R a n d y  O l i v e r  a n d  B o b  B i n n i e  v i d e o s  o n  h o w
t o  s p l i t  w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  t h e  q u e e n
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A p p a r e l  i s  f i n a l l y  h e r e ,  g e t  y o u r s !

T  s h i r t s  h a v e  s m a l l  l o g o  o n
f r o n t ,  l a r g e  o n  b a c k .

H o o d i e s  o n l y  h a v e  l a r g e  l o g o
o n  b a c k .  H o o d i e s  a n d  s h i r t s
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e s e  t h r e e
c o l o r s ,  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  s i z e s .

C a p s  a r e  i n  s i m i l a r  c o l o r s  a s
t h e  a p p a r e l

T  s h i r t s  $ 1 5
H o o d i e s  $ 2 5  

C a p s  $ 1 5
C h e c k  o r  c o r r e c t

c h a n g e  i s
a p p r e c i a t e d

A v a i l a a b l e  i n
3  c o l o r s ,

s i z e  S ,  M ,  L ,
X L  a n d  2 X L

C a p  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e
i n  r o y a l  o r  b l a c k ,

o n e  s i z e  f i t s  m o s t


