!!!!!  FOUND CAT ADVICE  !!!!!

If a stray cat turns up at your home/work etc here are some things to try:

Firstly, try and make sure its not just a cat passing through the area. But remember not all genuine strays are going to look raggy and unkempt at first. Personally, I would at least do numbers 1, 2 and 3 below as there is no harm in checking with local people. Certainly, if it were my cat I would rather folk checked than ignored a cat which could potentially be lost.

1. If you can take it to a local vet to be scanned for a microchip. If you do not have a cat carrier, or cannot borrow one, or have no transport then  Google “scan angels” or go to https://www.microchipcentral.com/find-a-scan-angel/  
Scan angels are unpaid volunteers who own a chip scanner and can come and scan the animal.

2. If the cat is not microchipped, then attach a paper collar around its neck. This is simply a strip of paper with a note on saying something like:
“Please ring <write your phone number in here> about this cat.”
You can fasten it on with Sellotape, make sure it is quite snug but not too tight.

3. Advertise the cat on your own Facebook (make your post “public”) and on as many lost and found cat groups as possible. Use a photo of the cat as that gets it more attention.

4. If the cat is injured in any way, ring the RSPCA on 0300 1234999 as they deal with injured animals. If its urgent and it needs help immediately, take it to a vets where most will try and help a stray. Some have a stray fund for this but its also helpful if you ring the RSPCA to ask for an authorisation number so the vets can claim a small fee back from them for treating the animal.

5. Only after trying 1, 2 & 3 above and no owner has been found, ask a rescue centre if they can take it in. However please bear in mind most rescues are simply overflowing with peoples unwanted pets right now and you will have to be very lucky to find a space. The larger organisations like Cat Protection, RSPCA or some large rescues who operate using a cattery type set up, may have a waiting list and you could ask to be put on that waiting list.
Smaller rescues often operate using their homes and foster homes so really struggle if they are already overflowing.
Lists of rescues can be found at www.catchat.org – you may have to approach a lot of rescues all over the NE to find somewhere. As I said, rescue spaces are almost impossible to find.

6. If you cannot find a rescue, please consider continuing to help the cat by providing food and shelter until a space can be found.



