Indoor-Only Cat Adoption – Frequently Asked Questions
Considering adopting a cat as an indoor-only pet comes with important responsibilities and guidelines. Below you will find answers to commonly asked questions regarding our indoor-only cat adoption policy, helping you make an informed decision and ensuring a successful, long-term adoption.
What does “indoor-only” mean?
“Indoor-only” means that the cat, along with any other cats in your household, lives entirely inside your home. There is no outdoor access permitted at any time, ensuring the cat’s environment is safe and controlled.
Does supervised outdoor time count as indoor-only?
No. Any form of supervised outdoor time is still considered outdoor access. This includes holding the cat in your arms, letting it roam in the garden even for a few minutes, or supervising it while outside. None of these scenarios qualify as indoor-only living.
Are cat harnesses allowed?
Cat harnesses are generally discouraged under our indoor-only policy. Even when under supervision, taking your cat outside using a harness can expose them to potential dangers, such as escape attempts or contact with hazards that the indoor-only restriction is intended to avoid. If you wish to try a harness, it is important to wait until your cat is fully settled in their new home and is neither nervous nor fearful. Only then should you consider using a secure harness, such as those made by Mynwood (www.mynwoodcatjackets.com), which are specifically recommended for their safety features. Similar brands may also be suitable, but the Mynwood website provides an example of the preferred style. Please note that harnesses with less secure strap designs are not considered acceptable.
Are catios or cat-proofed gardens allowed?
Yes. You may provide your cat with access to a fully secure catio or a completely cat-proofed garden, as long as it is properly fenced with no possible escape points. These secure environments allow your cat to enjoy the outdoors safely, in line with our policy.
Why is this policy so strict?
This policy is in place to protect the safety and welfare of our cats. Many of the cats we rehome have specific medical needs, experience anxiety, lack road sense, or have past trauma that makes any form of outdoor access risky and unsafe for them.
Can exceptions be made for experienced owners?
No exceptions are permitted. Our indoor-only policy applies equally to everyone, regardless of previous experience with cats or pet ownership.
What if I believe my cat would benefit from outdoor time?
While you may feel that your cat would enjoy being outdoors, it indicates that our cats may not be the right match for your household. Our aim is for every adoption to succeed in the long term, and adherence to the indoor-only policy is essential for that success.
Why is this stated in the adoption terms?
The indoor-only requirement is a non-negotiable condition of adoption. Persisting with an enquiry despite this policy often results in disappointment for both parties, which we strive to prevent.
I still want to enquire — what should I do?
If you wish to proceed, please ensure you are genuinely comfortable with providing an indoor-only lifestyle for your cat, or with utilising a catio or cat-proofed garden, before contacting us.
