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Villa Park Mayor Robbie Pitts celebrates the Year of the Rabbit with
costumed characters at the city s Lunar New Year observance, Feb. 11.
See photos, page 16.

OUSD facing uncertainty under
new board leadership

By Tina Richards

The abrupt resignation of In-
terim  Superintendent Edward
Velasquez, Feb. 15, amplified the
uncertainty brought to the Orange
Unified School District by ma-
jority members of the Board of
Trustees who are reigning over
change, with no explanation or
clear direction.

Velasquez was hired to stand
in for Superintendent Gunn Ma-
rie Hansen, fired by the board
just as abruptly on Jan. 5. He was
expected to stay for two months,
commuting from his home in Ida-
ho to Orange County at taxpayer
expense. And just as the board of-
fered no reason for Hansen’s dis-
missal, Velasquez said little about
his departure.

While the board seeks a perma-
nent superintendent, day-to-day
district operations will be han-
dled by Assistant Superintendent,
Business Services Dave Rivera;
Assistant  Superintendent, Hu-
man Resources Ernie Gonzalez;
and former Canyon High School
principal, recently named Assis-
tant Superintendent, Craig Aber-
crombie.

Unclear on the concept

Even with Velasquez still at the
helm for the board’s Feb. 2 meet-
ing, the uncertainty and confusion
wrought by John Ortega, Rick
Ledesma, Angie Rumsey and
Madison Miner, as they set out
to redefine the district, was pal-
pable. The meeting began at 5:30
p-m. and lasted until 1:15 a.m.,
as public speakers took turns
challenging almost every agenda
item, airing grievances or prais-
ing the board majority for “bring-
ing change to OUSD.”

The confusion began almost
immediately when the board con-
vened to take public comments
before its scheduled closed ses-
sion meeting. President Ledesma
advised the audience that only
comments related to closed ses-
sion items would be heard at that
time. The rest would have to wait
until the 7 p.m. open meeting. He
explained that one item, “labor

negotiations,” referred to interim
Superintendent Velasquez.

Trustee Kris Erickson noted
that the closed session items were
“vague and confusing to the pub-
lic.”

Indeed, the first speaker, intro-
ducing the concept of chaos in
the district, was interrupted by
Ledesma, who told her she was
not addressing the closed session
topic, the interim superintendent.
“That’s exactly what I’'m going to
speak about,” she answered. “The
fact that we have a short-term per-
son. We don’t know the next step.
It creates a lot of unknowns.”

Read between the lines

Another speaker noted that
the agenda item did not mention
Velasquez by name, or that the
topic even referred to the interim
superintendent. “It’s about trans-
parency,” he said. “Why don’t
you want to tell the public what
you are doing? Why doesn’t the
agenda identify the person you’re
talking about?”

A subsequent public com-
menter, addressing the board’s
inability to be “upfront with
your intentions” was cut off by
Ledesma, who reminded him to
stick to the agenda topic. “I'm
not here because you’re giving
me answers I don’t like, I’'m here
because you’re not giving me an-
swers at all,” the speaker insisted.

Ledesma’s charge that he was
not on topic and the speaker’s re-
sponse that he was, escalated into
a shouting match. Ledesma ended
the argument by adjourning the
public portion of the meeting and
moving into closed session.

When the public meeting re-
sumed at 7 p.m., the audience was
standing room only, with dozens
prepared to speak. It wasn’t until
11 p.m. that the agenda item “ac-
ademic audit data comparison”
was heard. The project had been
assigned to Velasquez as part of

See "OUSD"
continued on page 2

Builders employ untested legal
theory to bypass local zoning

By Tina Richards

Milan Capital, owner of the
long-contested Sully-Miller
property in East Orange, is one
of three builders that has submit-
ted preliminary development ap-
plications to the City of Orange,
exercising untested provisions of
state legislation.

Pro-growth advocates and de-
velopers throughout the state
wedded an obscure 1990 law
with the 2019 Housing Account-
ability Act (SB330), and coined it
“builder’s remedy.” They believe
it will allow developers to over-
ride local zoning ordinances, gen-
eral plans and voter referendums.
It theoretically gives developers
free rein to build what they want
as long as the municipality does
not have a “substantially compli-
ant” housing plan in place. Twen-
ty percent of their plans, however,
must be affordable housing.

Cities are required to complete
a comprehensive housing plan —
“housing element” -- every eight
years for California’s Department
of Housing and Community De-
velopment (HCD). The plan must
identify future housing opportu-
nities within a jurisdiction to meet
projected population growth. The
2021-29 cycle includes specific
requirements to accommodate
low-income households. The pro-
cess is arduous, lengthy and en-
tails numerous iterations.

End run planning

Chapman Yorba VII, LLC and
Integral Communities/TRC took
advantage of the gap between
HCD’s notice to the city that its
submitted housing element re-
quired revisions and the agency’s
subsequent Jan. 27 acknowledg-
ment of those revisions. Milan
Capital jumped in and filed a pre-
liminary application on Feb. 9. It
appears the developers relied on
the notion that, lacking HCD’s
formal certification, Orange did

not have a substantially compli-
ant housing plan and that the
builder’s remedy applies. None
of these sites is zoned for resi-
dential, nor are they included on
the city’s housing element “site
inventory.”

Milan Capital’s “Creekside
Village” preliminary application
consists of 200 single-family
homes, with 20% classified as af-
fordable. In an accompanying let-
ter, Milan’s attorney wrote, “The
city does not currently have an
adopted housing element in com-
pliance with government code,
which requires approval of any
20% low-income housing devel-
opment project.”

Never say never

This is Milan’s third attempt
to build on the property. A plan
to build 395 units was denied by
the city council in 2014. A 128-
unit development was approved
by the city council in 2019, but
overruled by a voter referendum
the next year.

With no approved housing tract
on its horizon, Milan has used the
acreage as a depository for con-
struction waste. No records of
what was dumped were kept. The
resulting 40-ft.-tall dirt mounds
contain contaminants (identified
by the county’s Local Enforce-
ment Agency) and other unknown
materials. Milan has been direct-
ed to clean it up.

No cleanup activity has been
detected; Milan is now position-
ing 20 acres of the property for
housing. The Creekside Village
proposal consists of 30 3,055-sq.-
ft. lots and 170 1,891-sq.-ft. lots.
The dwellings will be two- to
three-story. Milan says it will
leave the remaining acreage as

See "Builders"
continued on page 2

Hearing on construction waste
dump in Orange postponed

The public hearing on the Santa
Ana Regional Water Quality Con-
trol Board’s ruling on a plan to fill
in a natural riparian area in Or-
ange with construction waste has
been postponed.

Originally slated for March 17,
the hearing has not yet been re-
scheduled.

Chandler’s Sand & Gravel has
applied for a permit from the wa-
ter board and asked it to accept a
Mitigated Negative Declaration
instead of a full Environmental
Impact Report (EIR).

Neighbors of the site, behind
the Blue Diamond Nursery on
Santiago Canyon Road, just west
of Cannon Street in Orange, have
sent public comment letters to the
water board opposing the project
and demanding an EIR. So, too,
have numerous nonprofits and en-
vironmental groups.

Among them, are the Center
for Biological Diversity, Friends
of Harbors, Beaches and Parks,
California Native Plant Society,
Naturalist for You, Orange Park
Association, and Sea and Sage
Audubon. All cite the project’s
disregard for native and endan-
gered plants and animals, inade-
quate details and documentation,
improper mitigation, the loss
of natural open space, potential
flooding and erosion, no air qual-
ity, greenhouse gas emissions or
noise analysis.

Chandler has said it plans to
fill the site with 1,240,000 cubic
yards of dirt, via 60 truck trips
per day to bring it up to street
level. It has not indicated where
the material will come from, or
what the property will be used for
when the five-year fill operation
is complete.
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his contract. But no one, includ-
ing the board, seemed to know
what it was or what it was for.
“I’ve been an educator for 15
years,” a speaker reported. “I’ve
never heard of an academic au-
dit. Why do you assume we don’t
want what’s best for our kids?”

Is it an audit?

A fifth grade teacher questioned
the necessity of an audit. “We are
professionals in our fields,” she
said. “We plan lessons and work
with the curriculum that we chose
as a district. The interim superin-
tendent has never taught in our
district. You’re making decisions
without thought as to who will be
impacted.”

“You voted for something, and
you don’t know what it is,” an
OUSD parent asserted. “Your au-
dit terrifies me.” Another parent
noted the agenda’s “nondescript
description” of an academic au-
dit. “We’re left guessing,” he
said. “You’re looking at mate-
rial that a small, but vocal, group
objects to. My daughter attends
OUSD, and I don’t see her being
indoctrinated.”

An audit supporter reported her
objections to OUSD “sexualizing
students and teaching social jus-
tice ideology and Marxism and
that white people should abandon
their born privilege.” She com-
mended the board for focusing on
academics.

Trustee Andrea Yamasaki leapt
into the discussion. She pointed
out that the agenda did not con-
tain a clear description of what an
academic audit was, that audits
were usually conducted by third
parties, that this clearly wasn’t an
audit. She said when she asked
Velasquez about it, he didn’t
know what it meant. She decried
the lack of transparency, that call-
ing it an “audit” was misleading
to the public.

Ledesma explained that it was
“an information item, the basis
for the reasoning behind an audit.
This is foundational.” John Orte-
ga added that the agenda “says
it’s an academic audit compari-
son. To me it’s simplistic.”

Or isn’t it?

Velasquez attempted a clari-
fication, saying that it wasn’t a
curriculum audit, but a look at
other districts and how OUSD
compares.

“It’s clear the public has no
idea what this is,” Erickson point-
ed out.

Yamasaki added that Assistant
Superintendent Cathleen Corella
has been placed on administrative
leave pending curriculum and ed-
ucation audits, “and this isn’t that.
What are we doing?”

“This is an ongoing process,”
Ledesma elaborated. “This leads
into all that. It’s a foundation for
developing an audit plan.”

“This is the beginning of a dia-
logue,” Velasquez summarized.
“Our teachers have to use this as
they discuss what they’re going
to do for our ESL and Hispanic
populations. We’re below basic
in those areas. And statewide, en-
rollment is declining. Where are
the kids going? How can we get
them back to Orange Unified?”

Velasquez recommended post-
poning the presentation until the
next meeting. The board agreed
to table it.

A power point presentation
comparing OUSD test scores
with other districts was given,
without Velasguez, at a Feb. 23
special meeting.

"Builders"
continued from page 1

open space. The company claims
that because its application is
“ministerial,” no environmental
review is necessary.

Going all in

Equally bold is Chapman
Yorba’s preliminary application
for 204 apartment units within
two six-story buildings, and one
three-story self-storage building.
Slated for the 8.2-acre property
adjacent to Santiago Creek be-
hind Yorba, Malena and Wheeler
Streets, the proposed project is
larger than what the builder origi-
nally applied for last year.

At that time, the project was
three stories, with 187 senior
apartments. Noting that the build-
ings would loom over their single-
story homes and backyards, and
that any creekside development
was unacceptable, the neighbors
objected.

Seniors are no longer the tar-
geted tenants; instead, the build-
ings will offer 163 market rate
units and 41 low-income units.
That earlier application is still
active, meaning Chapman Yorba
has submitted two different pro-
posals for the same site.

Two of the three owners of the

Village At Orange, Integral and
TRC, filed a preliminary applica-
tion for 372 units to be built on
the JC Penney’s site and a portion
of the mall. (See Village, page
3). The Penney’s building and a
vacant section of the mall will be
demolished.

Not so fast

There is, however, a snag. Or-
ange’s lack of a “certified” hous-
ing element seems to be a tech-
nicality. It appears that the key
to satisfying state law is a “sub-
stantially compliant” housing
element, which was adopted in
February 2022. An April 12,2022
letter from HCD states that “the
adopted housing element address-
es most statutory requirements,
however additional revisions are
necessary.”

The city made those revisions,
which HCD accepted, and again
acknowledged that “the revised
draft element meets the statu-
tory requirements.” The Orange
City Council formally adopted
its revised housing element Feb.
14. The last step in the process
is to submit the adoption resolu-
tion to the state for final approval.
HCD approval, however, is not
required for a housing element
to be substantially compliant
with state law. A city may adopt

contested Sully-Miller site in East Orange.

its own findings explaining why
its housing element is compliant.
If the jurisdiction is, in fact, out
of compliance, HCD has the au-
thority to retract its “substantially
compliant” determination and
refer the city to the state attorney
general. HCD has done neither.

And there’s the rub

The builder’s remedy, as stated
within state legislation, does not
apply when, “The city or county
has met or exceeded its Region-
al Housing Needs Allocation
(RHNA). The state determined
that Orange’s RHNA for the
2021-29 cycle was 3,936 units,
including 1,671 very low to low-

income housing. Orange’s adopt-
ed housing element exceeds those
numbers. It identifies 1,121 sites
as very low income; 619 sites as
low income; 828, moderate in-
come; and 1,784, above moderate
income, for a total 4,352 units.
The use of the builder’s rem-
edy is a new phenomenon and
has not been tested in court. If
litigated, the legislation allows
that “the burden of proof shall be
on the local agency to show that
its housing element does identify
adequate sites with zoning and
development standards to accom-
modate the agency’s share of re-
gional housing need for the very
low and low-income categories.”
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Village At Orange property owners short-circuit public meetings,
file preliminary development plan

By Tina Richards

When Village At Orange neigh-
bors convened for the final public
meeting on the future of the mall
property, Jan. 26, most were un-
aware that development plans had
already been submitted to the city.

Integral Communities, owner
of the JC Penney site, and mall
owner TRC had filed preliminary
plans for 297 housing units and
75 accessory dwelling units on
the previous day.

The plans were submitted un-
der an obscure clause in Cali-
fornia’s Housing Accountability
Act (see Builders, page 1), which
gives a builder “vested rights”
if the project complies with the
planning standards in place when
the preliminary plan is submit-
ted and includes 20% affordable
housing.

Worth a try

The city is prohibited from ap-
plying new ordinances, policies
or standards to the project there-
after.

Whether Integral/TRC’s pre-
liminary application will stand
is, at this point, unknown. If
challenged, the city must prove
that its housing element identi-
fies adequate sites with zoning
and development standards to ac-

commodates its share of regional
housing needs for low and low-
income categories.

Empty words

With its preliminary develop-
ment plans already filed with the
city, Integral's and TRC’s Jan. 26
presentations to residents were
primarily recaps of what the
property owners have been say-
ing since the first public meeting
last September. That is, malls are
failing along with large retailers;
restaurants and “daily needs”
businesses (salons, dry cleaners,
barber shops) attract customers
if they have storefront visibility
and pedestrian traffic; a residen-
tial component is essential for the
future success of the mall’s retail
businesses; and 297 units are the
minimum to make the project ec-
onomically feasible.

Integral’s Pete Vanek told the
audience that the company’s orig-
inal plan for 500 apartments has
been scaled down, that Integral
was “listening to the community.”
The community was shocked,
however, to learn that the planned
297 townhomes also included 75
ADUs to meet the state’s afford-
able housing requirements. Those
ADUs, bringing the unit total to

372 and requiring no additional
parking, did not appear on site
plans displayed at the meetings.

Doug Hamilton, president of
North Tustin Street Preservation
Group, noted that inadequate
parking will force cars to park
along Canal Street, unchecked
traffic will plug up Tustin St.,
and the community needs a more
comprehensive plan to see how
everything relates, i.e., Walmart’s
planned expansion, housing, re-
tail, infrastructure.

Empty debate

While some public speak-
ers supported housing on the
site, others advised that Orange
needs retail/commercial outlets
that generate sales tax, not hous-
ing units that cost the city more
money than property taxes gener-
ate. “Once retail is gone, it’s gone
forever,” one resident said. An-
other asserted that TRC “bought
the mall when you knew malls
were dying. Orange needs quality
retail; it’s a benefit to the commu-
nity.”

“We should not be driven by
a developer,” another insisted.
“This is the tail wagging the dog.
The mall property offers an op-
portunity to create a ‘destination.’

Right now, East Orange has noth-
ing.”

The consensus among the
neighbors in attendance was that
Doug Hamilton and son Matt
are doing a good job keeping
residents informed, creating a
dialogue, attempting to find com-
mon ground and representing the
community.

No meeting of the minds

Councilwoman Kathy Tavou-
laris, the meeting co-organizer
with Councilwoman Ana Gutier-
rez, had the last word. Referring
to the photos of trash, tents and
piles of detritus surrounding the
TRC property (shown in an earli-
er presentation), she said that she
respected the company’s property
rights, “... but you have to re-
spect Orange. It’s hard to defend
you. If your neighbor did that to
you, you wouldn’t like it. You’ve
been here seven years, and now
you want more.”

Gutierrez suggested that TRC
and Integral did not understand
the city. “We are family here,”
she said. “You bought in Orange
because you thought you could
grow it. We are 140,000 residents
who care about our city and want
to see that area revitalized. We
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Photos by Tony Richards

Orange Park Association board members are, from left, David Hillman, Nancy Flathers, Laura Thomas,
Kate Bonnaud, Kelley Chaplin, Sherry Panttaja, Jim Jackman, Cindy Reina and David Clemson.

OPA elects board officers at annual meeting

The Orange Park Association’s
annual membership meeting, Jan.
28, featured talks by local elect-
eds, updates on issues of interest
to the community and the election
of three board members.

Board members Cindy Reina
and Kate Bonnard were reelected,;
Dave Clemson was newly elect-
ed. Each will serve a three-year
term.

Attendees were updated on the
status of the Hurwitz site, the as-
sociation’s 26-mile trail system
and OPA Women'’s League activi-
ties. Supervisor Don Wagner re-
ported that the homeless count in
Orange County is down by about
15%, and that federal money that
“rained in” during the pandemic

#
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is going away, but the $1.2 bil-
lion received puts the county in a
“good position.”

Mayor Dan Slater assured the
audience that the clean-up of the
Sully-Miller site has the city’s
complete attention, and that it
intends to look after OPA’s inter-
ests.

Councilman John Gyllenham-
mer, representing District 6, is
spending his early days on the
council connecting with people
and learning more about the his-
tory of the community. He plans
to base his decisions on three
things: does it make the city saf-
er?, does it improve the quality of
life? and is it financially solid?

Longtime OPA resident Julie

OC'’s

ar et

= MEAT & DELI, PRODUCE, BAKERY,
FRESH FISH, GIFT BASKETS, WINE

MON-SAT: 8ém -9pm SUN: 8am - 8pm

www.PacificRanchMarket.com

Maurer was presented with a cita-
tion recognizing the breadth and
depth of her contributions to the
community over the past 35 years
(see OPA, page 10).

OPA Women's League President
Emilia Sugiyama and Member-
ship Vice President Carolyn Ali-
otta staff a table at the annual
meeting.

were hoping you would come
to the table with the community
and have a serious conversation.
We hoped you would understand
that.”

Nonetheless, Tavoularis told
the property owners, “Your plan
will get a fair hearing at the city
council.”

HOLY
A ANGELS

INDEPENDEN
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Progressive
Thinking
Catholic Worship

Sunday Mass 9:30am
www.holyangelsOC.com

Priest: (657) 282-9009
Office: (714) 584-8078

19211 Dodge Ave.
North Tustin, CA 92705

‘Woman's Club of Orange
84th Annual Spring Flower Show

Thursday, Apnl 13, 2023
12 Noon to 4 PM

~ FREE ADMISSION! ~

OPPORTUNITY PRIZE DRAWINGS HOURLY!
OPEN TO ALL AMATEUR GARDENERS — NO ENTRY FEE TO EXHIBIT

@ Enter your prized plants,

flowers, or flower arrangements in

our professionally-judged show.

@& Enjoy the plants and floral
arrangements on display from
local gardens.

Premier
Produce Market

@ Shop vendors’ booths,

including our Sweet Shoppe
and Plant Booth.

@ Pgyse and refresh at our Garden

Cafe. Pick up a light luncheon or
a beverage & dessert.

Information & Entry Forms Available at:
" The Womans Club of Orange 121 S. Center St.
my More Info: www:womanscluboforange.org or call 714-836-5919

ALl net proceeds benefit WCO Charities

When You Spend
$25 or More *

at Pacific Ranch Market.

Excluding alcoholic beverages and tobacco
products. With coupon only. May not be

combined with any other offer or discount.
Limit one coupon per customer. Valid only
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7540 E. Chapman Ave.

Orange, CA 92869

(714) 639-9792
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OUSD wasn't broken -- but now it is

By Kathy Moffat

As a former trustee of Orange
Unified School District, I'm
heartbroken over the chaos forced
upon our school district in a mere
six weeks by the new board ma-
jority Rick Ledesma, John Orte-
ga, Angie Rumsey and Madison
Miner.

A major victory of my years of
service was continual improve-
ment in our district, thanks to out-
standing teachers, support staff,
and leadership and, of course,
thanks to the fine students and
families of our community. Under
the leadership of award-winning
Superintendent Dr. Gunn Marie
Hansen, OUSD became a “Dis-
trict of Excellence,” as dubbed
by her predecessor, award-win-
ning Superintendent Mike Chris-
tensen. It has lived up to that des-
ignation in so many ways.

OUSD Education Services,
led by Assistant Superintendent
Cathleen Corella, drew praise
from the Orange County Depart-
ment of Education (OCDE) for
our exemplary Local Control and
Accountability Plan (LCAP), our
district’s state-mandated template
for student instruction. Our LCAP
was held up as a model for other
Orange County districts to follow.

Orange Unified’s sound finan-
cial management of retiree ben-
efits, district reserves, Measure S,
and power usage has saved mil-
lions of dollars yearly for class-

rooms and taxpayers. OUSD’s
credit rating has been extremely
high for two decades and was re-
cently upgraded by Standard &
Poor’s to AA -- a credit rating few
school districts can match.

Pre-COVID, when state aca-
demic testing was ongoing,
OUSD schools won more than 30
California Distinguished School
Awards, 23 California Gold Rib-
bon Awards, many state and na-
tional Model School Awards and
three prestigious National Blue
Ribbon School Awards.

When the pandemic hit and
in-person learning was not per-
mitted, OUSD immediately re-
sponded by providing digital de-
vices for all students and online
lessons for children as young as
kindergarten.

As soon as in-class learning
was allowed, OUSD implement-
ed simultaneous distance and in-
person learning, in the same class,
taught by the same teacher. Parent
choice determined which learn-
ing environment best suited their
child and family. No other school
district was able to offer that. It
was a huge benefit to students and
a Herculean task for teachers, but
it was the best thing for our kids,
so we did it.

When COVID  suspended
state testing, the California De-
partment of Education (CDE)
recognized outstanding efforts
with California Pivotal Practice

Awards. OUSD, as a district,
earned the new award, as did sev-
en of our schools: California In-
spire Academy, Santiago Charter
Middle School, Anaheim Hills,
Fairhaven, West Orange and Nohl
Canyon Elementary Schools. All
were honored for unique learning
opportunities and strategies dur-
ing and after distance learning.

“This accolade serves to vali-
date the extraordinary steps our
schools took to connect with and
engage students during one of the
most challenging years imagin-
able,” said Orange County Su-
perintendent Al Mijares. It was
another testament to the creativity
and dedication of our educators.

OUSD’s comprehensive high
schools appear on U.S. News
and World Report’s Best High
Schools list and can offer even
more rigor now with our new,
state-of-the-art Science Technol-
ogy Engineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) centers completed
through Measure S, OUSD’s
school improvement bond.

Our creative educators pres-
ent a variety of Career Techni-
cal Education (CTE) classes for
high schoolers, offering more
career pathways than any other
district in Orange County. These
courses give students, who may
or may not be college-bound,
real-life educational experiences
in a range of careers -- from con-
struction trades to medicine and

aviation.
The most recent CDE dash-
board shows OUSD students

reaching improved levels of per-
formance year over year on every
measure tracked.

These honors and successes
are not achieved by accident, but
through the hard work of talented
students and educators, unde-
terred by the global pandemic,
and led by Superintendent Dr.
Gunn Marie Hansen, who has
been honored by fellow adminis-
trators, universities and national
education organizations and was
named 2022 Superintendent of
the Year by the Orange County
PTA.

Now, instead of an energetic,
inspired, and determined cadre
of educators marching together to
continuous excellence, we have a
school district thrust into chaos.
We have a leaderless district. We
have a school board majority so
enthralled by its own imperious-
ness, and yet so clueless as to the
actual impact of its actions, that
it creates problems, rather than
solving them.

We have an inept board major-
ity whose knee-jerk response to a
miscategorized online book was
to shut down the whole online
library, throwing students who
relied on that resource into panic,
together with their families who
were powerless to fill the gap and
teachers whose lessons were now

in jeopardy.

Our talented employees, once
enthusiastic and positive, are now
stifled and fearful -- not sure what
outrageous edict will be next.
Our excellent teachers and lead-
ers, with creative genius enough
to develop educational programs
to meet the needs of thousands of
students, are now fearful for their
jobs.

Our business department is
faced with the task of develop-
ing a budget that shifts hundreds
of thousands in education dollars
to the buyout of broken employee
contracts.

We are witnessing the rapid,
shameful, and wasteful destruc-
tion of a successful, living and
breathing environment of excel-
lence that OUSD worked so hard
to establish.

As a member of the commu-
nity whose best interests are not
served by what is happening, and
as a former trustee whose love
and devotion to these wonderful
students, families and schools
will not fade, I say with all my
might, this must not continue.

I will support every effort to
end this educational tyranny and
to restore OUSD to the status it’s
earned so well -- a District of Ex-
cellence.

Kathy Moffat served on the
OUSD Board of Education from
2001-2022.

LETTERS ¢ the

Not so unified

Dear Editor:

Thank you to the Foothills Sen-
try for providing a much-needed
forum for our community. I have
two children — 6th and 10th grad-
ers — that have been in OUSD
schools since the Ist grade. The
most recent issue raises numer-

EDITOR M)

ous concerns about the OUSD
Board’s disregard of established
procedures. For example, the
OUSD Board has not provided
any reason for its swift actions.
One aspect that concerned me the
most was that the board majority
received campaign funds from
a special interest group. Could
there have been some type of an
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agreement that the special interest
group wanted to oust Superinten-
dent Hansen? It seems that Rick
Ledesma had a sudden change of
heart after the most recent elec-
tion. There were no concerns
raised by Ledesma about Dr.
Hansen’s stewardship of OUSD
over the last few years. In the
Sept. 19, 2017, OUSD newslet-
ter, Ledesma said, “Dr. Hansen is
extremely knowledgeable and has
demonstrated great leadership as
the Deputy Superintendent. Dur-
ing the process of identifying a
superintendent search firm and
interim superintendent, she has
led the district and provided a
valuable service to our commu-
nity. The 2017-18 school year has
started smoothly, and the conti-
nuity of her leadership as the In-
terim Superintendent will provide
stability to the district students,
staff and parents.”

The board is supposed to be
transparent about its decision-
making process and should be
following an ethical code of con-
duct. This OUSD Board’s ears
have been poisoned by special
interest groups, and that is sabo-
taging the system that has worked
so well for my children, other
OUSD students, and OUSD staff
over the last 10 years.

Nilay Patel
Orange

Dear Editor:

Every one of us has a story
about a teacher whose caring
made our child feel valuable, feel
seen. Our stories could fill vol-
umes. Now I have another story
to tell about teachers, and this one
is about courage.

The new narrowly elected
majority on the Orange Unified
School District board is doing
its best to provide OUSD’s kids
with a 19th century education in
2023. Their tactics and policies
aim to not only erase educational
best practices, but bring back the
“might means right” bullying cul-

ture of harsher times.

Parents, community members
and teachers have all spoken out
at school board meetings, decry-
ing their shady back room tactics.
But it’s the teachers who take
my breath away with their cour-
age. They know that these board
members have already exhibited
capricious and retaliatory behav-
ior, so they know they are risk-
ing their jobs to speak up. They
aren’t asking for more pay or
shorter hours. They are only ask-
ing that their students don’t lose
access to the education they need
to become well-rounded citizens
and compete in our future global
marketplace.

Upton Sinclair famously said,
“It is difficult to get a man to
understand something, when his
salary depends on his not under-
standing it.” It’s probably even
more difficult to speak up for
what’s right, when your salary
probably depends on not speak-
ing up. But that’s what these
teachers are doing.

Thank you to the teachers of
OUSD who are putting their live-
lihoods on the line to protect chil-
dren. They are the true heroes of
this story.

Ronna Sarvas Weltman
North Tustin

Dear Editor:

As reported by the Sentry in
December, on Nov. 17, Orange
Unified School District Trustees
Rick Ledesma, John Ortega and
Angie Rumsey voted against the
"good behavior" policy designed
to ensure norms of “civil behav-
ior” on district grounds.

Their behavior since becoming
the board majority--with the elec-
tion of Madison Miner--begs the
question, “What norms do they
value?”

They most assuredly do not
value teaching and learning.

Without cause or reasonable
notice, they fired the superinten-
dent and assistant superintendent

of educational services, under cir-
cumstances that remain suspect.
They hired, on a 4-2 vote, a re-
tiree from Idaho to take the helm;
suspended an online library used
by both students and teachers;
and ordered an as-yet-undefined
academic audit.

To top it off, the Idaho retiree
decided to go home after only 42
days. It seems Edward Velasquez
couldn't stand the chaos either.

How can teachers teach and
students learn in this climate of
uncertainty and distrust?

As a retired teacher, grand-
parent and neighbor of OUSD
students, I have an obligation to
speak up. So does every OUSD
resident.

Keni Brayton Cox
Anaheim Hills

Dear Editor:

At the Feb. 2 Orange Unified
School District board meeting,
the issue of building a new pool
at Villa Park High School was on
the agenda and discussed. The
VPHS pool is a half-century old.
It has been regularly and diligent-
ly maintained for 55 years.

Naturally, with time and sheer
amount of use, there is a shelflife.
Inner and underground workings
have simply eroded to the point of
being very nearly unfixable. De-
cisions about next steps, ideally
made in advance of it becoming
unusable, are facing the district.

It’s a shame Trustee John Orte-
ga inserted himself into the situa-
tion, making it political by prom-
ising a new pool in exchange for
votes for Rick Ledesma, Madison
Miner and Tim Surridge during
their slate’s campaign for school
board. He simply cannot go about
business ethically and avoid plac-
ing a stink of corruption on every-
thing he touches, including, now,
the pool.

The VPHS aquatics program is
the most successful in the district,
and, at one point, the most success-
ful athletics program at VPHS.
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I sincerely wish, as a VP aquat-
ics family, that Ortega might have
opted to avoid the politicking and
let the strength of the program
and condition of the pool speak
for themselves. Understand-
ing and respecting that years of
effort from over 1,500 district
stakeholders went into the Master
Facilities Plan, and that the plan
places other dire needs ahead of
high school pools, we are none-
theless about to lose the pool. The
need is there and, arguably, the
need is urgent.

It’s yet another blight on the
process that the board must make
critical decisions amidst the cur-
rent chaos that the Ledesma-led
board majority has created, and
which Ortega made tit-for-tat
deals to help achieve.

Stacey Kirschner Meis
Orange

Dear Editor:

After reading the December
2022 article on OUSD, I became
concerned. The story neglected to
tell us the reasons why the par-
ents were so angry at the fall 2021
meeting.

Transparency is important.
Parents are pulling their children
from Orange schools. Why? All
over the United States, there are
those who are trying to infiltrate
public schools with sex education
starting in pre-kindergarten and
up. Is this why parents are an-
gry? Taking away our children’s
innocence at such an early age is
truly sad. I'm hoping our young
students’ innocence will be pro-
tected, always. I am confident
our newly elected board members
will not allow this to happen in
our schools. They will make sure
the focus is on reading, writing
and math. They will always be re-
spectful of all parents’ rights and
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freedom of speech.

In closing, let me say, I am ex-
tremely pleased with the election
of Madison Miner to the OUSD
board. How her four children and
all children in our Orange schools
are taught is absolutely critical in
raising intelligent, moral United
States citizens who prize their
freedoms.

Patricia Detterich
Orange

What's next

Dear Editor:

The Orange Unified School
District Board (OUSD) is clearly
implementing a new agenda.

Is the sale of the former Peralta
site at Meats Avenue and Cam-
bridge Street back on the radar?
Several OUSD trustees who op-
posed the sale in the past are no
longer on the school board. It is
anticipated that the new majority
may move to sell or lease the for-
mer Peralta School property.

History may repeat itself. In
2013, the school board proposed
to sell/lease Peralta to a developer
for high-density multi-story hous-
ing. This proposal was met with
fierce opposition from the “Save
Peralta” group of concerned resi-
dents. Opposition arose due to the
community’s desire not to sell the
property and an express need for
future school sites. In addition,
residents recognized Peralta as
an essential facility for the rec-
reational needs of the students in
the district.

The debate regarding a need for
future school sites was well be-
fore the state-mandated 6th Cycle
Housing Element Update. It re-
quires the production of 4,000 ad-
ditional dwelling units in Orange.
It is likely that more high-density
housing developments are in our
future.

City officials currently state
the zoning on the former Peralta
School site should be changed to
Public Institution (PI), as the cur-
rent zoning is inconsistent with
the General Plan. It is zoned for
R-1-8 residential housing with a
minimum 8,000-sq.-ft. lot. Resi-
dents do not support a zoning
change to PI without limitations
on how the former Peralta site
will be used in the future.

To better explain the concerns
about PI zoning, we turn to Or-
ange Zoning Code Chapter 17.24,
which addresses the proper use
of the Public Institution zone. It
states, “The Public Institution
district is established to accom-
modate a wide range of public
and quasi-public uses which, by
their very nature, need special
consideration to ensure compat-
ibility with surrounding develop-
ment.” Please note the emphasis
on “compatibility.”

The zoning code goes on to
state, “A Public Institution district
may also accommodate housing
and privately operated office ac-
tivity that is functionally related
to a public and quasi-public use.
This district is further intended to
be applied only to property clear-
ly intended for such public and
quasi-public uses.”

Without restrictions, Chapman
University could exploit the PI
zoning and create high-density
multi-story  student  housing.
Neighbors are concerned about
the well-deserved bad reputation
earned by some Chapman stu-
dents regarding housing.

To reiterate, “compatibility” is
the issue and neighbors do not be-
lieve student housing is compat-
ible with the surrounding neigh-
borhoods.

Peralta entire

impacts  the

city, and, therefore, any zoning
change needs to be done within
the framework of updating the
General Plan. The General Plan
guides city development and de-
termines what Orange will be-
come during the next 10 years.

Peralta site decisions should be
done with significant community
outreach efforts and valuable in-
put from the residents. Both the
OUSD Board and Orange City
Council have an important oppor-
tunity to make positive change
with decades-long impacts.

For information on this topic
and our 7 Recommendations
Plan for the North Tustin Street
Corridor, email northtustinstreet-
group@gmail.com.

Michael Fischer
North Tustin Street
Preservation Group
Orange

Village venture

Dear Editor:

Integrating residential with re-
tail is critical to revitalizing the
Village At Orange.

We can all agree the Village
At Orange has seen better days.
Powerful market forces, such as
the rise of online shopping, have
left it a relic of a by-gone era.

Integral Communities, in col-
laboration with TRC, proposes
replacing the vacant JC Penney
building and surrounding parking
lot, and the largely empty inte-
rior mall building with a mixed-
use community of 297 for-sale,
market-rate townhomes that will
be integrated with existing retail
offerings, as well as future plans
for a dining and daily needs mar-
ketplace.

The exterior tenant spaces
facing Tustin Street — such as
Sprouts, HomeGoods, Trader
Joe’s, etc. — will remain, and
more experiential retail and din-
ing offerings added.

As proposed, the townhomes
will each have a two-car garage,
and the community will feature
HOA-maintained amenities, such
as a recreation center, pool, green
spaces and publicly accessible
community park.

The marriage of new residen-
tial communities with new and
existing retail is happening at
malls all across Orange County.
The Laguna Hills Mall, Westmin-
ster Mall, Brea Mall, MainPlace
in Santa Ana are all planning for,
or are, in the development phase
of major redevelopment initia-
tives designed to position them as
exciting, relevant centers where
people will live, work, play, dine
and shop.

Like the highly creative, ex-
perienced retail property own-
ers and residential development
companies that are investing their
experience and capital to revital-
ize these aging malls, Integral
Communities and TRC are com-
mitted to their revitalization plan
for the Village At Orange.

With the community’s sup-
port, the Village At Orange will
re-emerge as a dining and daily
needs marketplace that contrib-
utes to the long-term housing and
economic development objec-
tives of the City of Orange.

We encourage residents to find
out more by visiting our “Village
at Orange Revitalization” page
on Nextdoor and our site Village-
atOrangeRevitalization.com for
more information and updates.

Peter Vanek, vice president
Forward Planning for Integral
Communities, owner of the JC
Penney portion of the Village at
Orange.

Dear Editor:

My wife and I have called Or-
ange home for many, many years,
in a neighborhood not far from
the Orange Mall [Village At Or-
ange]. Let’s face facts: the mall is
dying and not coming back in its
present form.

Almost every other mall in the
county is incorporating residen-
tial into their long-term survival
strategies. They’re moving in this
direction because they’ve studied
the trends and know the market.

The Village at Orange property
owners want to build a reason-
able number of for-sale, two- and
three-story townhomes that are at-
tractive and well-designed. Com-
pare that to plans to redevelop the
Laguna Hills Mall with dense,
multi-story apartment buildings
or plans to demolish the Sears at
the Brea Mall and replace it with
380 apartments. I prefer for-sale
homes to apartments.

Furthermore, property owners
have rights. Do we want an empty
shell of a mall, surrounded by a
sea of empty parking spaces that
attract transients and other ele-
ments of blight? Ironically, those
fighting this proposal are just
making it more likely that any
mall redevelopment will be big-
ger and more dense.

All those empty spaces aren’t
generating tax revenues for the
city. New homes bring in prop-
erty taxes, and the retail they’ll
attract will boost sales tax.

Change is hard. The mall has
been a part of Orange for de-
cades, and we all have memories
and connections to it. No plan is
perfect, but the development pro-
posal from the property owners is
a reasonable one and a great im-
provement on the status quo.

Adalberto Lopez
Orange

Dear Editor:

It’s in our interest as Orange
residents for the Village at Orange
to succeed. The stores on the exte-
rior like Sprouts and HomeGoods
seem to be doing well. But if you
go inside the mall, it’s turning
into a ghost town. Every year,
there are fewer tenants inside.

I believe the proposal put for-
ward by Integral Communities
and TRC is a solid plan for turn-
ing the mall around and improv-
ing the area. It seems that the city
will benefit from property and
sales tax revenue.

The townhomes and the com-
munity look well-designed, and
I appreciate that they’re for-sale,
market-rate town homes. There’s
a need for starter homes, but it
also seems that they are designed
in a way that will not bring down
the value of surrounding homes.

And quite frankly, the alter-
native is the mall continuing its
slow death. The property owners
have investors they’re respon-
sible to. They’re going to develop
something. I’d prefer for-sale
townhomes that will bring in new
families, and help attract newer,
better tenants that we can all en-
joy.

If just filling the mall with new
or different tenants was going to
be a better option, it would have
happened already.

I understand the apprehension
being expressed by some resi-
dents. It’s tempting to hope the
mall can somehow be revived as
a retail shopping center, but that’s
wishful thinking. The most likely
negative impacts facing us are
blight from the continued decline
of the mall.

Jon Oskorus
Orange

Too close for comfort

Dear Editor:

I am among the many con-
cerned parents of students at
Oakridge Private School. It has
come to our attention that there
are plans to replace a block of
open green space very close to
our campus, with a dumping
ground for construction debris.

Apparently a waiver was grant-
ed for the usual Environmental
Impact Report that the State of
California requires. This seems
not only strange, but simply
wrong in a situation where the
environmental impact directly in-
volves young children.

We owe it to our children to
provide the best, safest condi-
tions for their educational envi-
ronment. The pandemic took a
heavy toll on young students, so
anything we can do to help them
make up the lost ground matters.

I, and the other parents, are
hoping to convince our elected
representatives to hit the brakes
on this project before it has a neg-
ative impact.

Priya Shah
Oakridge parent

Dear Editor:

I am the proud parent of a stu-
dent at Oakridge School. I have
just learned that there are plans to
create an “inert dump” just across
the street from the school. While
I believe the developer should
have informed the school and its
student family first, I was relieved
to see that we can still have a say
about this project and whether or
not it should be approved.

Among the many concerns I
have, is the inevitable environ-
mental effects on our wonderful
campus. Dust, fumes, who knows
what will be moving past the
campus pretty much constantly.
Has no one considered the ef-
fect on the children as well as the
adults in the Oakridge communi-
ty? After the difficulties we dealt
with through the worst of the pan-
demic, it seems an unnecessary
risk to the health of the children,
the teachers, staff and parents.

As it is part of our community,
it seems that we need to have the
opportunity to, at the very least,
ask questions of our elected offi-
cials as to what our options are.
And it should be of interest to our
local media as well.

Ashton Morris
Orange

Dear Editor:

My children attend Oakridge
School in Orange. Our family
put a lot of thought into the de-
cision to choose Oakridge and
have never regretted our choice.
The 220 students are a wonderful
cross-section of Orange County
families, and it is an all-around
excellent school.

But we are very concerned, and
unpleasantly surprised, to learn
of plans to build a construction
waste dump less than 50 feet from
the school grounds. Our concerns
are many, not the least of which
is the disruption to the education
process by the many large, loud
diesel trucks that will be access-
ing the facility while school is
in session. This is a major health
and safety concern for our stu-
dents and faculty.

We would like to see an effort
made to locate an alternative site
for the facility that would not en-
croach on an excellent school and
its operation.

Noelle Carden
Oakridge parent
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| think that I sh

... another oak.

That’s what could happen
if nothing is done about the
goldspotted oak borers (GSOBs)
now in our canyons.

We never used to hear about
these beetles because they weren’t
here. Goldspotted oak borers (full
non-scientific name: G*#?%!&
SOB) are not a problem in their
native Arizona, but after surfac-
ing near San Diego in the 1990s,
they are now estimated to have
killed over 80,000 Southern Cali-
fornia oaks.

Last year, the Orange County
Fire Authority (OCFA) led an ef-
fort to identify and destroy GSOB
infestations in the canyons. But,

all never see...

currently, there is no money to
continue work at that level be-
cause OCFA is too busy with
GSOB problems elsewhere in the
county, according to Mike Boeck
of Silverado. Speaking at the Feb.
7 meeting of the Inter-Canyon
League (ICL), Boeck said that
local residents now need to learn
how to spot suspected GSOB evi-
dence for themselves.

One sign of GSOB is small
D-shaped exit holes in oak bark.
Boeck provided credit card-size
GSOB identification aids to meet-
ing attendees. These sport photos
of the small, dark beetles and
their white caterpillar-like larvae
(which do the actual damage),
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plus a sample D-shaped hole in
the card, all actual size.

Borers are typically spread
here, unknowingly, as larvae in
firewood, so it’s best to avoid
buying or transporting oak fire-
wood. Eucalyptus and other
wood is OK. If you already have
suspect wood, burn or chip it as
soon as possible.

Many firewood vendors may
not be aware of the problem.
Ideas floated at the ICL meeting
for increasing public awareness
included outdoor signs, informa-
tional mailers and community
meetings.

In addition to GSOB informa-
tion from the University of Cali-
fornia Cooperative Extension
(UCCE) at gsob.org, a video of
UCCE’s Dr. Beatriz Nobua-Beh-
rmann discussing GSOBs at the
December 6, 2022 ICL meeting
is available at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mel HUyIX5uU.

Paintmobile

On Thursday, Feb. 9, an OC
Public Libraries van pulled into
the Silverado Community Center
to deliver art lessons. Wait, what?

Yes, they also had books. But
as part of a broader community
resource mission, Linda Lom-
eli and Karina Millan provided
instruction for an easy painting
project, along with conversation
and library information.

The Mobile Library program
began in 2021 in order to provide
Wi-Fi service to people stuck at
home during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. People could also check
out tablets. And then people
asked where the books were, so
now the Mobile Library carries
those, along with DVDs, portable

Wi-Fi hotspots, and park passes
that can be reserved using a li-
brary card. The van visits parks,
senior centers, and other loca-
tions, from Brea to San Clemente,
where people might not have easy
access to a library building. It will
visit Silverado the second Thurs-
day of each month in 2023, prob-
ably with art every other month.

Meanwhile, over on Santiago
Canyon Road, new Library of the
Canyons Branch Manager Marisa
Saam says that the crafts, games,
and other programs offered there
in February will continue in
March. Books are still important,
but she characterized OC public
libraries as a community resource
that can vary with the communi-
ty. Some branches provide space
for people to practice speaking
English. Saam believes that be-
sides providing a place for chil-
dren to play, the canyon library
also serves as a meeting place for
adults.

Slam dunk

When California sycamore
trees drop their leaves in winter,
the clumps of green still left on a
few branches are mistletoe, a na-
tive semi-parasitic plant that gets
some nourishment from its host.

Mistletoe has been the official
“floral emblem” of Oklahoma
since before that was a state, hon-
ored for being the only source of
greenery to decorate graves of
settlers who perished in the win-
ter following the 1889 land rush.

There are actually two kinds of
mistletoe in our canyons: the kind
that grows on oaks, and the kind
that doesn’t. Scientists do not rec-
ognize the kind that hangs around
basketball courts as a separate

species, but it clearly wants to be
included in games.

“Feed me! I'm open!” it im-
plores hustling hoopsters scur-
rying below. “Pass! I can sink it
easy!”

“No way!” respond the recre-
ational roundballers. “You’re out
of bounds.”

“Am not!” argues Big Toe.
“I’m not touching the ground!”
Which is true: its roots only go
part way into the tree.

Unmentioned, though, is the
potential problem if the plant
were to actually grow over the
court. Tradition would require
any two basketball players who
encounter each other under the
mistletoe to kiss. Naturally, that
would corrupt the morals of any
youth observing or participating
in such behavior, but more impor-
tantly, IT WOULD SLOW THE
GAME DOWN.

Above all else, basketball ab-
hors becoming like that other B-
ball “sport” that consists mainly
of a dozen or so people stand-
ing around in a park waiting for
something to happen.

Parasitic mistletoe

was named a 2022 finalist for
the Better Business Bureau Serv-

Awards for Ethics.

positive impact in the community.

WINDOW
WASHING

Since 1988

tant, and a paralegal Associate of
Arts degree. Financial aid infor-
mation is available. For informa-
tion about the school and its pro-

South Coast
College named

finalist

South Coast College, an Or-
ange-based institution that offers
classes for court reporter, medical
assistant and paralegal careers,

ing the Pacific Southwest Torch

The award signifies the school’s
commitment to ethics and trust,
its authentic culture, integrity and

The college offers certificates in
court reporting and medical assis-

grams, see southcoastcollege.edu.
The college is located at 2011 W.
Chapman in Orange.

New windows give rise to post

. I

132 open house

New windows have Spruced up the American Legion Post building.

American Legion Post 132
will host an open house, Sunday,
March 26, from 1-5 p.m. to cele-
brate the installation of new win-
dows in its nearly 100-year-old
building. The new windows, at a
cost of $100,000, are described as
the single most expensive project
the Post has ever undertaken.

(714)771-8493
(562)434-2244

(&) oladystouchprassurawash
aladystouch.com

Ron Esparza, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C79663
827 S. Tustin Ave
Orange, CA 92866
Bus: 714-505-3400
ron@ronesparza.com
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WELLNESS SHOP / CAFE

(714) 832-0750
462 El Camino Real * Tustin, CA 92780

WWW.IVYS.COM

| $10.00 OFF* !
| Iridology Consult I

|  newcustomersony |

e e e e e e e e

WELLNESS
SEMINARS

2\P SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

The open house is free to the
public, and will feature snacks,
drinks, music and tours. There
will also be information booths
about the four branches of the
American Legion: Legionnaires,
Auxiliary, Riders and Sons.

The Post is located at 143 S.
Lemon St. in Orange.

IMPROVE HEALTH
NATURALLY!

¢ Iridology Consults e Awesome Lunches
e Wellness Tips

¢ Organic Cofee & Tea

Old Town Tustin
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OUSD board members advocate for new pool at VPHS

By Tina Richards

The Orange Unified School
Board, encouraged by President
Rick Ledesma and Trustee John
Ortega, is considering construc-
tion of a 51-m. swimming pool at
Villa Park High School.

The urgency, they said at the
Feb. 5 meeting, is because just as
the El Modena pool failed sud-
denly five years ago, the Villa
Park pool is likely to fail in the
same way. It took four years to
replace the El Modena pool, and
neither Ledesma nor Ortega want
to see that happen again.

“ElMo was a catastrophic fail-
ure,” Ledesma recalled. “When
the board took action at EIMo,
Villa Park helped out. EIMo
swimmers went there. This is
another EIMo. If the Villa Park
pool dies, this board has to take
action. We have to study this and
prepare.”

Cynical members of the pub-
lic, however, question moving a
pool for VPHS to the top of the
district’s major projects list and
ignoring the promises made to

the community during the Mea-
sure S bond campaign that the
next round of money would be
spent on elementary and middle
schools.

Deep water

As one public speaker pointed
out, Ortega was (and still may be)
on the board of the ORCA swim
club. ORCA uses the Villa Park
High pool. During the November
election, ORCA urged its mem-
bers to campaign and vote for
Ledesma and Madison Miner.

The speaker read from an
email ORCA had reportedly sent
to 1,100 parents advising that
“the condition of our home pool
(VPHS) will be up for discussion
and a vote in the near future. If
we want a state-of-the-art facility
to replace the VPHS pool, these
candidates (Ledesma, Miner) plus
John Ortega, are our best bet.”

Ortega, the speaker advised,
along with ORCA, “bought
votes” with the promise of a new
51-m. pool. As a nonprofit, she

added, ORCA can’t participate in
political campaigns. “Emails like
this are illegal and John knows
this. You’re trading away my tax
dollars for back room deal.”

The 30-m. El Modena pool,
built on the same footprint as the
failed pool, cost $7,962,595. That
included such extras as an equip-
ment room, locker room and re-
strooms. According to Assistant
Superintendent of Business Ser-
vices Dave Rivera, a 51-m. pool,
if bid today, would cost about
$16,375,000, including facilities
and soft costs. But it isn’t being
bid today. Rivera told the board
that going through the definition,
approval and state review process
could take 18 to 24 months. By
that time, inflation could boost
the cost to $18 to $19 million.

Bare bones budget

Asked what district funds
were available for such a proj-
ect, Rivera said $30,549,752,
which includes $2 million for the
already-promised Orange High

Little Theater. That $30 million is
meant to cover all major facilities
improvements.

“It would be great for Villa
Park to have a pool,” Trustee An-
drea Yamasaki said, but she had
concerns about transparency and
campaign issues. “Is John Orte-
ga on the board of ORCA? Did
you promise them a pool? We
told the community we’d divert
non-Measure S funds to lower
schools. Have you been to West
Orange or Olive? They need a lot
of work. We’ve put a lot of mon-
ey into high schools. We need to
put money into schools that serve
the Latino community. How does
this fit into our priorities at the
moment?”

“The information provided by
the public is false,” John Ortega
countered. “Yes, I participate in
organizations with my kids. Stop
telling lies. EIMo was a highly
political pool. We could have
built two pools in the time it took.
I’m not going to get into the poli-
tics of inflation, but the pool will

cost less than what’s being esti-
mated here.”

There was a plan

Ana Page brought up the Facil-
ities Master Plan. “Are we ignor-
ing it?” she asked. “There were
five other things ahead of this.
Elementary schools need things,
they need classrooms.”

“I’m concerned about the pro-
cess,” Kris Erickson remarked.
“Seems to be a done deal. That’s
the way we do business now, but
we created a Facilities Master
Plan, spent hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars over two years.
There were 10 official meetings.
It identified needs for the whole
district. We unanimously adopted
it. We must be careful that we’re
balancing needs, not doing pet
projects.”

The board ultimately agreed to
have all three high school pools
inspected and get cost estimates.
A suggestion that a single pool be
constructed on the Peralta site for
all to use was dismissed.

Elks host
appreciation
dinner for
Orange public
servants

By Bill Neessen

One of the best events the Or-
ange Elks Lodge 1475 holds each
year is the Law Enforcement &
Firefighter Appreciation Dinner.

At this event, the Orange Elks
show their appreciation to those
who risk their lives protecting our
city and making it a better and
safer place to live.

This year’s Appreciation Din-
ner recognized both 2021 and
2022 police and fire personnel.

Elks  Co-chairmen Janine
Strom and Jennifer Weerheim or-
ganized volunteers to set up the
room, prepare and serve the din-
ner. Boy and Girl Scout Troop
1475 presented the colors and led
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Orange Mayor and Orange Elks
member Dan Slater welcomed the
group and introduced members of
the city council; former Orange
Police Chief, current interim City
Manager and Elk Tom Kisela pre-
sented the keynote address.

Chief of Police Dan Adams
presented awards for Police Offi-
cer and Detective of the Year; Or-
ange Fire Chief Sean deMetropo-
lis presented awards to members
of the fire department.

Each year at the Elks Grand
Lodge Convention, the Enrique
Camarena Award is presented.
Enrique S. "Kiki" Camarena was
an ll-year veteran DEA agent
who was kidnapped, tortured and
then murdered in Mexico in 1985.

The award is given to an officer
who has made a significant con-
tribution in drug prevention and
personifies Enrique’s belief that
one person can make a difference.

This year, Investigator Nyko-
lo Gonzalez, 2021, and Orange
County Investigator Kevin Ruiz,
2022, were given the award.

Orange City Coun-
cil will meet twice each
month, beginning in
March. The council meet-
ings are slated for Tues.,
Mar. 14 and March 28 at
6 p.m.

From left, Miss Orange Madeleine Chocholaty, Officer Robert Sanko,
Officer Nick Tiano; Officer Ashley Christy; Detective Leslie Franco;
Officer Maurice King; Chief Dan Adams, and Elk Janine Weerheim.

Left to right, Miss Orange Madeleine Chocholaty; Eileen Ruvalcaba,
Fire Reserve of the Year, Elk and Orange Fire Chief Sean deMetropo-
lis; Cole Ingle, Firefighter of the Year 2021, Robert Collins, Fire Cadet
of the Year 2021, Blake Kasler, Fire Cadet of the Year 2022, Matt Nel-
son, Firefighter of the Year 2022; and Elk Janine Weerheim.

]

Left to right, Miss Orange Madeleine Chocholaty; Kevin Ruiz, Shan-
non Back, OC District Attorney; John McEntire, California Hawaii
Drug Awareness Chairman, Mike Cash, Orange Elks Drug Awareness
Chair, and Janine Weerheim.

American Legion Post 132 in Old Towne Orange welcomed National
Vice Commander Doug Uhrig, left, and Dan Seehafer, candidate for
National Command, right. They were given a tour by Post 132 Com-

mander Victor de la Rosa (center).

Dems offer program on the
politics of health care

The Central Orange County
Democratic Club (COCDC) will
present a program on Planned
Parenthood and the politics of
providing reproductive health-
care, protecting access to afford-
able and compassionate care,
and protecting women’s rights to
choose on Wednesday, March 22
at 7 p.m. COCDC includes Tus-
tin, Tustin Hills, Orange, Villa
Park, and surrounding communi-
ties.

COCDC meetings are held on

the fourth Wednesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church at 1221 Wass St. in
Tustin. COCDC is not affiliated
with St. Paul’s.

Anyone wanting to connect
with fellow Democrats, get in-
formed, help increase community
involvement in civic engagement,
and hobnob with an affable group
of people, is welcome to join the
Central Orange County Demo-
cratic Club. Inquiries can be sent
to CentralOCDems@gmail.com.

SPRING INTO ART

" ART

- -1

WALK

PRESENTED BY

THE ORANGE ARTS COUNCIL &
THE ORANGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SATURDAY MARCH 25TH, 2023  2-6PM

GET YOUR "PASSPORT" AT THE
216 E. CHAPMAN
Have your passport stamped at all venues and
enter a drawing for a watercolor by beloved Orange artist
JUDY SCHROEDER

John Aust Real Estate Co
The Potting Shed by Carlisle
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Amazing places in the Canyons
featured in self-guided tour

St. Michael's Abbey

The public is invited to visit the
Amazing Places of the Canyon
via a self-guided tour, on Satur-
day, April 1.

Stops include St. Michael’s Ab-
bey in Silverado Canyon, Vera’s
Sanctuary in Trabuco Canyon
and Madame Modjeska’s Histor-
ic “Arden,” the Tucker Wildlife
Sanctuary, the dome home and
the “Islandia” home in Modjeska
Canyon. The tour is open from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Maps can be picked
up at the Madame Modjeska

home, 29042 Modjeska Canyon
Road. Guided tours of the Abbey
will be available throughout the
day, no reservations required.

St. Michael’s Abbey is home to
some 80 priests and seminarians,
and houses a “must-see” cathe-
dral and library. Vera’s Sanctu-
ary, perched on a mountain top,
consists of five homes for abused
teens. Madame Modjeska’s estate
is a step back in time, featuring
period furnishings and gardens.

Immediately above the Modjes-
ka home is “Islandia.” Rumored
to be one of Madam Modjeska’s
guest cabins, it is now a tropical
residence with a touch of Juras-
sic Park, including dinosaurs,
dragons, a treehouse and historic
Asian art.

The dome home, built com-
pletely of concrete and inured
to fire, flood and earthquakes, is
down the road. Tucker Wildlife
Center, at the end of Modjeska
Canyon, has recently been redone
and is rife with nature trails, ex-
hibits and animal habitats.

The Amazing Places Tour is the
brainchild of Greg Killingsworth,
a Modjeska resident who created
the Islandia home and is active in
the community. Call him at (310)
995-0976 for more information.

Canyon oaks threatened by
invasive beetles

* " SAVE OUR TREES
Y15 STOP THE 04 GRER

NO TRANSPORT OF
OAK FIREWOOD
(OYLUMLD GRRDEN CLUE

By Mike Boeck

Orange County is now ex-
periencing an invasion of Gold
Spotted Oak Borers (GSOBs),
who weaken and kill our beauti-
ful coast live oaks. The Orange
County Fire Authority and Cal
Fire have a countywide program
targeting these beetles (no, not
THOSE Beatles!) and eastern
OC has multiple "hot spots" that
we are currently addressing. This
is serious stuff: in San Diego
County alone, roughly 75,000
acres have been infested by the
GSOBs. Researchers estimate at
least 100,000 oaks have died, and
possibly as many as one million.

What can we do? First and
foremost, we need to halt the pur-
chase and/or movement of oak
firewood. GSOBs spread slowly
in their natural state, as they are
poor flyers. However, the inad-
vertent movement of infested

firewood has resulted in them
now being distributed to Silvera-
do, Modjeska and Trabuco Can-
yons. Not only that, but there is
a large infestation at the Anaheim
Hills Golf Course, and the OCFA
is dealing with 12 major infested
areas countywide. The Irvine
Ranch Conservancy (IRC) has
been removing dead oaks killed
by GSOBs and treating minor
infestations by spraying/inject-
ing affected oaks in Weir Canyon,
close to Orange Park Acres.

As Fire Safe Council East Or-
ange County Canyons project
manager, | have been surveying
the canyons for GSOBs in col-
laboration with the University
of California Cooperative Exten-
sion (UCCE) based in Irvine. Cal
Fire is funding this effort with a
grant administered by the OCFA.
Beatriz Nobua-Behrmann of the
UCCE is in charge of the surveys
and can be reached at benobua@
uvcanredu. RPW Services is a
local licensed applicator of pes-
ticides, approved by the OCFA.
For more info and an appraisal
appointment, call their office at
(714) 870-6352 and ask for Chris
Burke.

We can fight the spread of this
bug only if we heed warnings to
stop moving oak firewood, and if
we inspect and properly treat af-
fected oaks. Don't let your oaks
die!

The families are proud to announce the marriage of Alexandra Gabri-
elle Guerrero, daughter of Tanya Owed, and Russell Joseph Barrios
Lochrie, son of Brian Lochrie and Arianna Barrios. The couple were
wed on Feb.18, at the Chapel of Orange.

TAWC announces Young Women of the Month

Kayla Kashima

The Tustin Area Woman’s Club
named Kayla Kashima, Alyssa
Voorhis and Jessica Sanchez its
Young Women of the Month for
February. Kitty Pham was hon-
ored for January.

Kayla Kashima, from Foothill
High, is a triathlete, and competes
in swimming, cross country and
cycling. She recently represented
Team USA at the 2022 Triathlon
World Championships in Mon-
treal. She earned the Girl Scout
Gold Award, and volunteers at the
Pretend City Children’s Museum.
Kashima is an International Bac-
calaureate candidate, and a mem-
ber of the California Scholarship
Federation and National Honor
Society. She plans to attend a

Alyssa Voorhis

four-year university studying
public health or journalism.
Tustin High’s Alyssa Voorhis
has been on the Superintendent’s
Honor Roll for the past four years,
maintaining a 4.6 GPA. She was
the vice president of THS's Na-
tional Honor Society and has
received the State Seal for Bilit-
eracy. She lettered in volleyball
and is currently the Women’s
Volleyball Team Captain. Voor-
his is a three-year member of the
Model United Nations Program
and serves on the High Secre-
tariat Board. She volunteers for
the TIDES beach cleanup and
NEGU Club, raising money to
promote awareness of pediat-
ric cancer. She plans to attend a

.‘."

Kitty Pham
four-year university majoring in
biology.

January’s  honoree,  Kitty

Pham, also from Foothill High,
is an International Baccalaure-
ate candidate. She participates on
the marketing team for Knights
for Knowledge, a peer tutoring
program, and tutors students in
English, Spanish and other for-
eign languages. Pham serves as
historian of the FHS Key Club,
and is a Homework Helper at the
Orange Public Library. She is an
accomplished pianist and plans to
achieve the last and highest level
of recognition in the Certificate of
Merit program.
Jessica  Sanchez,
High, is not pictured.

Beckman

Santiago
Canyon
College

Spring 2023 Semester (Feb 6 — June 3)

SCC is ranked in the top 1%
of community colleges nationwide
and it’s right here in YOUR neighborhood!

0000

sccollege.edu/apply2023
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Cascading water is a little known feature of Santlago Creek

Orange council committees
will sharpen city’s focus

Orange Mayor Dan Slater rec-
ommended that the city council
create two new committees to
focus on issues important to con-
stituents.

The Santiago Creek Grand
Central Park Preservation and
Protection Committee will, as
Slater outlined it, pay attention
to this ‘“amazing” asset. San-
tiago Creek runs from the city’s
northeast border to its southwest
border at Hart Park. The commit-
tee will look for opportunities to
acquire properties along the creek
and make recreational space for
citizens.

Approved by the council in a
7-0 vote, the committee consists
of Ana Gutierrez (District 5) and
John Gyllenhammer (District 6),
as their districts include the creek.
They will likely expand the com-
mittee to include knowledgeable
residents. Slater has also allowed
that the name of the group can be
changed.

The Clean Orange Commit-
tee will concentrate on code en-
forcement, illegal signage, street
vendors and unruly Chapman stu-
dents, e.g., anyone and anything
that compromises the quality of
life in Orange. Also approved
7-1, the committee includes Ari-
anna Barrios (District 1) and
Kathy Tavoularis (District 3).

The Homeless Outreach com-
mittee, established previously, is
looking for a site (vacant land,
industrial building) to serve as a
temporary shelter for the home-
less. Slater reports that a faith-
based group wants to help, as does
U.S. Representative Young Kim.
The Orange Police Department
HEART team is on board. Fund-
ing will be sought from County
Supervisor Vicente Sarmiento,
who represents most of Orange.

Homeless Outreach committee
members are Jon Dumitru (Dis-
trict 2) and Denis Bilodeau (Dis-
trict 4).

Nature Center to be renamed
in honor of founder

In commemoration of the 50th
Anniversary of the El Modena
High School Nature Center at El
Modena High School, the OUSD
Board of Trustees voted unani-
mously, Feb. 2, to rename the
center the “Jeanne Carter Nature
Center” in honor of its founder.

EIMo High chemistry teacher
Jeanne Carter established the
Nature Center in 1972, and has
dedicated herself to its growth,
maintenance and use as part of
the high school curriculum and
as a community resource. The
Nature Center is dedicated to
teaching water conservation, eco-
logical principles and research
techniques to students and com-
munity members.

Today, the Nature Center con-
tinues to provide a significant
hands-on learning science envi-
ronment for students and com-
munity members. The Center oc-
cupies approximately one acre; a
large pond was dug in 1975, and
a 200-foot stream with wetland
areas added. Over 45 Boy Scout
Eagle projects and Girl Scout
Gold Awards have transformed
the gardens through the years,
such that the Center now includes
over 100 different native Califor-
nia plants.

The Nature Center has served
and educated over 50,000 students
through high school student-led
tours developed by Carter. She
continues to build strong part-

Jeanne Carter

nerships with such community
organizations as the Orange Ro-
tary Club, Love Orange, Circle K
(Kiwanis) from California State
University, Fullerton and the Boy
Scouts to support the flourishing
Nature Center.

On June 2, 2022, the Board of
Education issued a proclamation
for the El Modena High School
Nature Center's 50th Anniver-
sary, acknowledging Ms. Carter
and her significant role in devel-
oping and maintaining the Nature
Center. Her active participation
continues, even though she has
been retired from full-time teach-
ing since 2001.

The naming ceremony is slated
to take place in March.

Bernard Smith celebrates a century

Bernie Smith with his great-
grandson, Colton Fearns, enjoy-
ing ice cream, a family favorite.

Bernie Smith was born Feb.
25, 1923 on his family’s farm in
Charlotte Courthouse, Virginia.
He was the fifth of eight children,
five boys, and three girls. He at-
tended Randolph Henry High
School where he played on both
the baseball and basketball teams.
Shortly after graduation, Smith
enlisted in the army during World
War Il where he served as a medic
in the CBI theater (China-Burma—
India), until 1945.

After he returned home, he
courted and married Clara Hall
before starting college at the Uni-
versity of Richmond, which later
established an award for excel-
lence in his name at its Business
School in 1995. He began a ca-
reer with a pharmaceutical firm
that ultimately became a part of
Pfizer. He worked there for over

45 years, moving across the coun-
try with each promotion, to Villa
Park in 1974, where they lived
even after his retirement in 1990.

Clara passed away in 2016 af-
ter almost 70 years of marriage.
When asked the secret of his lon-
gevity, he responded ‘keeping
a positive attitude, and having a
close and loving family”.

Bernie and Clara in 1947

Esplanade Elementary reveals library surprise

The surprise vendzng machine was revealed at an assembly with Kassie Bravo as the fun dinosaur, Hana
Ahmed as the Esplanade Eagle, inaugural user Devi Campos and Librarian Beth Cipres.

Beth Cipres, Esplanade El-
ementary School librarian, works
hard to interest the 330 students
in reading, as a number of the
students in the Title I school are
from disadvantaged homes.

When she saw a full-sized
vending machine for books, she
knew the novelty of the machine
would intrigue the kids -- espe-
cially since the vending machine

would allow them to select a book
that they could keep as their own.

Thanks to a $2,500 grant from
the Kiwanis, school funds and
other sources, the vending ma-
chine was delivered to the library,
where it sat wrapped and hidden,
tantalizing the students. There
were many guesses as to what the
big box-like thing might be, but
only one student, second grader

| 'lh

Oscar Moreno, guessed correctly.
After the big reveal to the school,
Feb. 9, fourth grader Devi Cam-
pos was the first to select a book
from the machine, followed by
Oscar.

Tokens — not money -- for the
vending machine will be earned
via the school incentive program
which rewards good behavior and
from school reading challenges.

When you enroll at St Paul’s, you become a part of our
family. Our loving and caring staff prepares our students
to be future leaders, to think critically, show empathy,
and to share Jesus’ love with others.

ENROLLING FOR

714-921- 3188 | admissions@splsorange.org

= APPLY NOW!
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Orange Park Association honors Julie Maurer

Orange Park Association sur-
prised Julie Maurer, a tireless
community volunteer for the last
35 years, with a special recogni-
tion at the Jan. 28 annual meeting.

Maurer has been an integral
part of the OPA Trails Committee
from its inception in the 1980s.
She coordinates and brings to-
gether countless groups to work
on trail improvements and main-
tenance, operate heavy equip-
ment, recruit volunteers, and
do general community cleanup.
With OPA’s David Hillman, she
co-created the OPA Adopt-a-Trail
program to promote volunteerism
for trail projects.

She maintains relationships
with local parks for sustainability,
trail growth and connections to
OPA’s 25-mile trail system. She is
currently working to develop the
Colt Trail, which will complete
the 10-mile East Orange Loop
segment.

A recipient of the Gary Bandy
Memorial Trophy for “Outstand-
ing Devotion and Effort in Pre-

serving and Maintaining
OPA Trails and Eques-
trian Facilities” almost
30 years ago, Maurer
continues to demonstrate
that devotion every day.

Recently, she has been
instrumental in the re- §,
vitalization of the OPA
Women’s League.

She has never hesi-
tated to walk neighbor-
hoods to inform residents
of local issues, support
petitioning efforts and,
most recently, to support
the election of Mayor
Dan Slater.

In addition to a cel-
ebratory plaque given to
her by OPA, District 3
Supervisor Don Wagner
presented a Certificate
of Recognition to her for
Years of Volunteer Ser-
vice.

When you see her on a
trail or around town, say
"thank you."

GANAHL LUMBER
SINCE 1884

i —
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BUEMNA PARK COSTA MESA
CAPISTRANO BEACH

LOS ALAMITOS
LAKE FOREST

PASADENA
COROMNA

ANAHEIM
LAGUMNA BEACH
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AT EAST ORANCE COUNTY WATER
DISTRICT, WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU.

VISIT WWW.EOCWD.COM TO READ MORE
ABOUT OUR SERVICES AND ONCOINGC

CONSTRUCTION PROIJECTS.

Apply for Assistance League
honors and scholarships

Assistance League of Orange
will recognize the bright futures
of dozens of high school seniors
through two of its philanthropic
programs later this spring.

“Salute to Service,” a celebra-
tion dinner, May 17, will honor
students who plan to enter the
military following high school
graduation. Held at the Assis-
tance League Chapter House, the
event will feature guest speakers
and musical entertainment ac-
knowledging all branches of the
military. Names of students who
should be invited must be submit-
ted to program chair Nancy Clark
at nmarieclark@gmail.com by
April 15.

Granting scholarships to stu-
dents who demonstrate a commit-
ment to community service, show

academic merit and have a finan-
cial need has been a tradition for
Assistance League since 1948.
These awards recognize students
who are enrolled inan OUSD high
school or reside in the OUSD dis-
trict. Eligible students can apply
for general scholarships, as well
as those for several specialized
fields. Last year, 19 scholarships
totaling $47,000 were awarded to
seniors from Orange, El Modena,
Villa Park, Canyon, and Richland
High Schools, as well as Unity
Middle College High School.
The deadline for submitting
the online application is midnight
Thursday, April 6. For informa-
tion about the selection criteria
and to access the downloadable
application, visit Assistancelea-
gue.org/orange/scholarships.

New programs at VP Library

Children in grades 1-4 are in-
vited to participate in the Reading
Buddies program on Saturdays
from 2- 4 p.m. Children will be
paired with a teen volunteer to
practice their reading and build
confidence reading aloud.

Teens and Adults are invited to
join the monthly Knitterati Craft
Group on Sat., March 18 at 2 p.m.

Programs are always free! The
VP Library is located at 17865
Santiago Blvd., in the Villa Park
Towne Center.

R e -
Karen and Bill Masters outside their "retirement" laundromat

Are clean clothes now in
jeopardy?

Residents were blindsided by
soaring gas bills, but businesses
have also felt the squeeze. The
trickle-down costs to the con-
sumer also hits hardest on those
who can least afford it. The cost
of simply getting clean clothes is
increasing.

Six years ago, after running the
numbers and careful analysis, Bill
and Karen Masters invested their
savings into a laundromat, seek-
ing passive income for their re-
tirement years. Always involved
in the community, Bill as a re-
serve OCFD firefighter, Orange
Chamber of Commerce Ambas-
sador, and Karen at OUSD, the
couple also knew a clean, safe
laundromat would benefit their
community, too.

They installed new equipment,
laid new vinyl flooring, put in a
new ceiling and lighting to make
“The Orange Laundry Room”
on 476 N. Tustin, a comfortable
and friendly place. On weekends,
the 1,800-sq.-ft. business is filled
with families, many of whom do
not have their own appliances.
During the week, the parking lot

is filled with Teslas and Mer-
cedes, as busy people do multiple
loads of laundry at once, utiliz-
ing many of the 42 washers and
27 dryers, saving time for their
families.

It is also economical, with 30-
Ib. top load washers priced at
$2.25 per load, and dryers at only
a quarter for nine minutes. But
the gas bill soared, from $950
in January of 2022 to $3,250
in February of this year — more
than a 340% increase. Begrudg-
ingly, Masters has had to raise the
prices for use of the washers and
dryers, which he fears may very
negatively impact his customers.
The price to wash a load of cloth-
ing was increased 150%, to $3.50
per load; the 40 1b. washer, which
holds 4 loads, is now $4.25; the
price for the dryers escalated to
$.25 for only six minutes.

The surprise skyrocketing gas
bill directly impacts every family
the laundromat serves.

Other city laundromats have
also posted price increases for
a load of laundry, due to the in-
creases in the cost of gas.

Citrus trees under attack

A new pest in town is attacking
Orange citrus crops.

The Asian citrus psyllid is a
tiny, brown insect about the size
of an aphid, and feeds on the new
leaves of all types of citrus trees,
including oranges, grapefruit,
lemons, mandarins. It can kill
a tree within five years. Mostly
undetectable until serious dam-
age is done, in about two years,

the pest spreads the HLB (huan-
glongbing) or citrus greening dis-
ease, carrying bacteria to healthy
plants. At this time, there is no
remedy but to destroy the infect-
ed trees. For further information
and detailed photos of the pests,
see pim.ucanr.edu. Call the exotic
pest hotline immediately at (800)
491-1899 if you suspect your tree
may have the disease.
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OPAWL meets many interests

Friendship, philanthropy and
community make up the core
pursuits of the OPA Women’s
League, and their slate of ac-
tivities brings the community of
women together in those pursuits.

in pickleball, bridge, literature,
bunco, homestead and garden,
entertaining, pack walking, or
horses, you will find kindred spir-
its and new friendships waiting to
be made. Check them out at opa-

Whether you are interested women.org.

i

I i B
The new OPAWL evening bunco group celebrated new friendships and
Valentine s Day.

The groundbreaking for the
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Hilbert Museum of California Art expansion included, left to right, Matt Par-
low, Chapman executive vice president and chief advancement officer; City of Orange Mayor Dan Slater;
museum founders Janet and Mark Hilbert; Chapman University President Daniele Struppa; and Hilbert
Museum Director Mary Platt.

Hilbert breaks ground for expansion

Ground was broken, Feb. 15,
for the long anticipated Hilbert
Museum expansion.

The year-long construction
project will triple the size of the
existing museum, from 7,500
sq. ft. to 22,000 sq. ft. The ad-
jacent building (former Partridge
Dance Center) will become the
north wing of the Hilbert. A spa-

cious events courtyard, topped by
an architectural element dubbed
"the floating rectangle," will join
the two buildings, and the muse-
um's facade will be graced by a
40-foot-long Millard Sheets mo-
saic, "Pleasures Along the Beach"
(1969), comprised of thousands
of tiny pieces of colorful Murano
glass. The expansion will allow

the museum to add many more
exhibition galleries, including
the Hilbert Collection's paint-
ings by California artists from the
1890s to today, the animation and
movie arts collection, an Indig-
enous American arts gallery, and
an American Design gallery. A
café, research library, and a com-
munity space will be added.

Computer/Not{Starting?,

DO YOUHAVE A COMPUTER WITH FAMILY:
PHOTOSIAND OTHER FILESITHAT YOU
CAN NO LONGER ACCESS?

Robert/at|OrangelComputer!Solutions
can|helpiyou!/Pleaselcallitoldiscuss:

(714)/222:2140

Lleavela messagelifinecessany; |lam) guiteibusy,

No charge ifino recovery,
Other computer'senvices available:

OrangeComputerSolutions:com
RICKIUR & DELIVERY/ INCLLUDED!

ELECTRICAL

Prompt Electric
Service, Inc.

FREE ESTIMATES - LOW-LOW $$$

Residential - Commercial
Industrial

*Recessed Lighting « Fluorescent « Troubleshooting
« 240vOutlets - Breakers/Rewiring
» Switches/Fans/Spas « Panel Upgrades
We accept Credit Cards

714-814-4440 cell

email: promptelectricservice@yahoo.com
State License C10, 390275

INSURANCE

Confused about

Medicare?
Call TODAY for your no cost
benefit review!

Nikki Johnson
Independent AgentiLic. #0M82324
Cell: (714) 853-3700

By calling the number above, you will be
directed 1o a licensed insurance agent.

PLUMBING

@ Family owned and operated +18 years plumbing in 0C
Lifetime north Tustin resident

?
MD""RA
UP u IIHU
PLUMBING SERVICE

It's what we do

60 day drain guarantee « Clean, Neat and Professional - Leak Detection Water & Gas + Drain Camera
Inspection & Location - Pipe Re Lining Trenchless Sewer Repair

Hydro Jetting - Copper and Pex Repiping Tankless Water Heater Specialist
Water Heaters - Slab Leaks

Bonded  Insured - References
License Ca 938498

&= = E
FREE ESTIMATES 71 4'541 '4400

SERVICE DIRECTORY

COMPUTER

DOOR & GATE

" EARNHART

m DOOR & GATE

+ Automatic Gate Openers
« Wood-Metal-Vinyl

« Garage Doors & Openers
« Custom Side Gates, Swing Gates & Rolling Gates

Call Today (714) 905-49017

earnhartdoorandgate@gmail.com

Free
Estimages

CSLB Lic #1097173

HOME MORTGAGES

MULBERRY
STREET
MORTGAGE

PURCHASE, REFINANCE
& REVERSE MORTGAGES

Office (714) 289-0047
Text/Cell  (714) 501-0639
Fax (714) 289-9715

2140 W. Chapman Ave., #260, Orange 92868
mulberrystreetmortgage.com
pdmortg@msn.com

Pam Dunn

NMLS# 281526
CA LIC# 603J651

INSURANCE

o StateFarm

Adam Guss, Agent

License #0G50204
12711 Newport Ave. Unit C
Tustin, CA 92780
Office (714) 978-4200
www.AdamGuss.com

See our overwhelmingly positive reviews on Yelp.com!
yelpss
Moved to Tustin!

REAL ESTATE

L Ry
CENTURY 2l

DREW 0X060201

ELECTRICAL

“ELECTRICAL”

Contractor 4 Repairs

Free Estimates!
Lic# C10-611399

Schet.lule an

Appointment (714) 639 - 1981

INSTALL - REPAIR - TROUBLESHOOT

Level 1 & 2 Charging - Breakers - Panels
Outlets - GFCI’s - Switches - Lighting

HOT TUB / REPAIRS

Specializing in above ground
hot tub leaks, repairs,
cleanings & maintenance.

Giveusa call or text!
(714) 714-3940
www.hottubdoctorllc.com
Factory certified technicians offering
in warranty & out of warranty repairs.

OVER 16 YEARS OF INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE

Residental « Long Term & Short Term Rentals « Commercial

m HOUSEHOLD GOODS

= #IMOVER

LOCAL MOVING IS OUR SPECIALTY

-7 DAYS A WEEK
« FREE WARDROBE BOX USE
+ FURNITURE BLANKET WRAPPED
+ PACKING / BOXES AVAILABLE
+ STORAGE AVAILABLE
« PIANO SPECIALISTS
4. LOCAL & NEIGHBORING STATES
+ TIME STARTS AT YOUR DOOR
+ FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

— N\

:-'

) = Thour :
RESIDENTIAL SAME DAY SERVICE « FREE ESTIMATES~  MINImMum
COMMERCIAL

Lommencnt  (800) 490-1150 ==

No Hidden Charges  www.anthonysmovingandstorage.com £l

REPAIR

License# 822974-B C-20

714-501-9415
scottshomepros@gmail.com

Quick diagnosis and timely repairs
for your home or commercial
property. Specializing in: Electrical,
Plumping, AC/Heating and Pool
Equipment. With over 20 years
experience in Orange County,
we will find the solution.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING

Sales Service Installation
License 935460

(714) 404-3420
“reeee” WWIW.AMpPairac.com

“FREE ESTIMATES FOR NEW EQUIPMENT *

*e

AUTOMOTIVE

Since 1976

Titan Automotive

* Computer Diagnostics * Brakes ® Electrical
* Suspension * 4-Wheel Alignment ¢ Fuel Injection
* Smog Certification
* Factory Scheduled Maintenance - Foreign & Domestic
Mlke Fry C::)( CALIFORNIA
Owner
(714)997-2311

939 W. Chapman Ave.
Orange, CA 92868

CONSTRUCTION/HOME REPAIR

WO00D DOOR & WINDOW
REPAIR & REPLICATION

By ALittle Door & Window Maker,
Any & All Wood Species! - French Doors/Windows
$ We Can Save You Big $

114-639-0848

Wood Sash & Glass Replacement - Rot Removal and
Repair Like New!

HANDYMAN

B J Handyman

AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING

OCEXCEL

AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
QUALITY SERVICE

714 926-4902

10 yrs. experience Garbage Disposals  Switches

Plumbing Electrical Dimmers

Leaking Faucets  Painting Iron Gates

Water Heaters Install Ceiling Fans Fence

Phiomne: {? 1 4] (113-6@5['}

calt: (714) 225-8773 Reasonable Rates

LANDSCAPE
LAND MECHANICS, INC.

“Bringing the Warmth of your Home, Outdoors”
<o Landscape Design ¢ Pools * Spas
Samh. Softscape ¢ Hardscape * Drainage
“"' "-" Sprinkler Systems ¢ Lighting
-] Maintenance Service Available
\'¢-Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annual
A 714-516-9555
www.landmechanics.com
Lic B1, C27, C53 #500037

O.P.A. Resident

LOCKSMITH

Murray Willis

MOBILE

Cell: (714) 394-2022 Office: (714) 544-3267
willis6@aol.com
<X “ o

LCO 227
RE-KEYS « LOCK-OUTS « DOORS

INSTALLATION « REPAIRS
REPLACEMENT SERVICE
WILL BEAT ANY ESTIMATE
WWW. OC-EXCEL.COM

License # 1001574 Find us on Yelp!

CARPET CLEANING
AMAZING
Dry Carpet Cleaning
Featuring I:Eﬁ The original 7140835 D 1088

call us for the best way to clean carpets

$99 g $129 § $169

Extra charge for heavily soiled carpet, rooms over 200 sq feet count as
two rooms. Living & connected dining rooms count as two rooms.

FLOORING

Sanding ° Refinishing ° Installation
Free Estimates

Ritchie BHardwood Floors
Orange,CA

714-343-8234

Quality Hardwood Floors Since 1975

HANDYMAN

JACK OF TRADES

HANDYMAN & HOME
REPAIR

Call ws to fix deors, windaws, ginks,
showers, toilets, dry wall, wallpaper,
crown moulding and base board
paint a reom, refinish a door, assembla
furniture, tile work, na job too small

714 336 2441

email: m5252email@gmail com
Businezz License #155562, Insured

LANDSCAPE

SPECIALIZED TREEWORKS & LANDSCAPE

COMMERCIAL&RESIDENTIAL“Q" X t

Serving all of Orange County
(714) 649-4469
contactus@specializedtreeworks.com
SpecializedTreeWorks.com

« Corrective Pruning & Lacing . i @

« Tree Removal & Replacement +Licensed Contractor #826133
« Landscape Renovation & Maintenance «Workers Comp, Insured

PAINTING/DRYWALL
Drywall Specialist

* Ceiling and wall patching
* Repipe patching
* Stress crack repair
* Texture matching
* All drywall repairs & remodels

Don Russell

714-606-1447 D.L. Russell, Inc.

Lic. 763543

ATTORNEYS

Lee J. Petros, Attorney at Law
Estate Planning, Real Estate,
Business Law, SBA Lending

(714) 542-3110
www.petroslawoffices.com

1851 E. First St., Suite 840
Santa Ana, CA 92705

CONSTRUCTION

AESTHETIC TREE
(714) 538-2988 + (949) 448-0201
+ RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL =
ST. LIC. #736540 « BONDED #405920

Concerned Arborist
Arbor Culture (Degree)
Serving 20 Years
Liability/Comp.
Insurance

- Thinning * Shaping
:ﬁ‘_‘ Cormrective Pruning

- Al Removals
AnnualMonthly

Fax: 714-289-8736
Staff Certified

Email: aesthetictree@sbeglobal.net
Dave / Owner-Estimator

GUTTER CLEANING/REPAIR
(714) 944-8518

M I I l B ﬁ (626) 381-8293
- G

whteny

\ « Seamless rain gutters installation

* We carry up to 32 different colors of
aluminum including copper & metal

i * Rain gutter cleaning

* Gutter & downspout repair License: 1049810

INTERIOR DESIGN

Mary Barr

Interior Design

il 714.200.6279
| marybarrdesigns@gmail.com

LANDSCAPE

VIsIAa VERDE
Landscape

Is your garden neglected?
Bring it back to life.

[ AYSE0560)

VISTAVERDEOC.COM

« Grading « Decomposed Granite
« Sprinklers * Artificial Grass

« Planting « Pavers

* New Lawns

* Rock Gardens

* Weeding

» Shrubs

» Tree Trimming
» Tree Removal
» Soil Prep

Licensed & Insured
#591039

PAINTING

KRISTIC PAINTING

Residential Int/Ext Specialist
Quality Work at Affordable Prices

French Doors ® Windows e Lacquer ® Varnish
Stain ¢ Shutter Painting ¢ Stucco Repair

@f,’ Top-Quality Materials Used ¢ Member BBB
.r. Workers' Comp e Liability ® Bond

714-639-3515 3¢ 800-600-2088

State Lic. #694631
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PLUMBING

Est. 1996 - Local Resident

SUPERIOR
PLUMBING

SERVICES

PHUFESSIDI_IM. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ial Income
y Period

Free Estimates  Prompt Service ® One Year Written Guarantee
on Parts & Labor * 30 Day Written Guarantee on Drains

+Wideo Pipe Inspections

Owners on Job No Job Too Small Clean & Efficient

Sewer & Drain Cleaning ~ Water heaters Disposals + Residential Repair Specialisi + L[:,"g_lir.“_! DIPA residant

Copper Repiping Faucets Toilets . Eammi y 2 E T gy €

G ks Bathtabs Dichwashers Family awnad and operatad since 1983 +

Slab Leaks High Velocity Water Jetting Remodels « Sewer & Drain Cleaning « Faucets
Sewer/Drain Camera Inspection « Elactronic Leak Detection « Tailets

+Walerhaaters

* Improve Your [-'mpm'tj:
* Online Moudhly Accounting Reports

* Dircet Deposit of Funds
= We Do All The Waork For You!

CONTACT US NOWIII

BONDED & INSURED « STATE LIC# 731786 + Hydrojetting + Disposals
United Plumbing & Drains, Inc. (71 4) 744 - 8045 o], e VA [714] 744-5711
8w 714-538-8686 w/ad Visit u st ocsuperiorplumbing.com s www.Real EstateEstablishment.com

DaviD SiLva

[] cOLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Tustin Hills

REMODELING
7142273822

SCOTT MAYS
wiww. Ciivel EaRimg com Owner/Operator

(714) 501-9415
scottmays@tustinhillsremodeling.com
TUSTINHILLSREMODELING.COM
Lic #822974-B

. o
@w&mﬁm& LW Homes
Residential Care Home‘/or the Older Adult

Sonia Garcia-Francia Kelly S. Francia Harlan
CEO Administrator
714-269-7307 714-812-0137
Sonia@guardianangelshomes.com | Kellysabrina@guardianangelshomes.com
M.A. Psychology, M.A. Gerontology

Master of HR Management

www.GuardianAngelsHomes.com
North Tustin Locations

RauL Orozco

RAUL’S Custom Upholstery

AnND DEsIGHS

FREe EsTIMATES PHONE (714) 771-4744

402 W. MARETTA PL.
Orance, CA 92866

RAULS.CUSTOMUPHOLSTERY . DESIGN@GMAIL. COM

CLASSIFIEDS

DOORS
Door - Hung/Installed
Call Robert (714) 878-8262

Dinosaurs in
California to
be discussed

A discussion of dinosaur re-
mains found in California will
be led by Chapman University
Schmid College Professor Jack
Horner on Sat., March 11 from 10
to 11:30 a.m.

Horner was technical advisor
for the Jurassic Park and Jurassic
World movies.

The event, hosted by the Town
& Gown (community and alumni)
program at Chapman, is free to
the public. It will be held at the
Irvine Lecture Hall, near Waltmar
Theater on campus.

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Your home. Learn music you love 20yrs
exp. BA music/child development.
(949) 637-8208 Thekeyboardlady.com

STORAGE
RV Boat - Car Storage Silverado Canyon
Available Immediately (714) 227-6379

FOR RENT
Furnished 3,600 sq ft Villa Park home,
4 Bedrooms, Triple Garage, Pool.
Please supply 3 references. $10K
a month. Please call (657) 604-9617

CAREGIVER NEEDED
5 Days a Week - 5 Hours per Day
Salary is $100 per Hour. For more
Details about the position, email me
Grdebbie6@gmail.com

= Adam L. Marangell

Attorney & Counselor at Law
Custom Homes & Architectual Remodels

Your Local Personal Injury Lawyer
155 N. Riverview, Ste. 201
714-769-9152 Anaheim, CA 92808

Web: MarangellLaw.com

H & H INCOME TAX INSURANCE
ANAY CATALINA
480 S GLASSELL ST, ORANGE
SO (Corner of Glassell & La Veta)
e/ 714.288-2088

Personal and Business Taxes, Notary
Forms 1099misc, w2s, Sales taxes. Since 1983

The only office that can file taxes back to 1997

e-mail: RBC@RBCArchitect.com
714-744-1972

Fax: 714-744-1667

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DIRECTORY

Randall B. Coombs

David T. Geske

Financial Advisor, CFP®
2 Executive Cir, Ste 280, Irvine, CA 92614
Office: 949.567.9945 x101

Website: www.raymondjames.com/
redwoodinvestments
(CA Insurance Lic # 059469

Architect

www.RBCArchitect.com

17341 Grovemont St.
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services
Advisors, Inc. Redwood Investments is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of
Raymond James Financial Services.

SUPPORT YOUR
Lorrie Boldrick, D.V.M. LOCAL BUSINESS
The Barefoot Veterinarian g'ell them you saw
www.barefootveterinarian.com them in the

714-365-5464 ‘Foothills Sentry!

Elks donate to EIMo Family

Resource Center
‘/(/ird\ -

The Orange Elks donated a check for $1,500 to community partner,
El Modena Family Resource Center. Resource Center Manager Natali
Pliego Roman is surrounded by Elks, from left, Mike Cash and Janine
Strom, JC Cortez, Lynn Butler and Gary Doebereiner.

Flash is almost three, loves at-
tention and being with his fam-
ily. Cosmo is 11, and wants to
be snuggled next to you, ideally
enjoying head scratches.

To see these sweet bundles of
fur, schedule an appointment any
day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., ex-
cept Thursday.

Contact MeoowzResQ, a
nonprofit that has been sav-
ing cats and kittens for over 22
years — more than 2,700 every
year; phone (714) 997-0868 or
MeoowzResQ@aol.com.

For information about adopt-
ing, fostering or donating, see
Meoowzresq.org.

Looking for love

Flash and Cosmo, pictured above, are only two of the adoptable felines
available from MeoowzResQ.

CPOC
meeting

will focus on
education

The Conservative Patriots of
Orange County Education Com-
mittee Chairs Linda Cone and
Bob Walters will present their
perspective on education at the
group’s Thursday, March 16
meeting. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
at the Santa Ana Elks Lodge,
1751 S. Elk Lane. A buffet sup-
per is $30. Purchase online at
conservativepatriotsofoc.org or
contact Peggy Baranyay, (714)
828-1289 or swtmthr@sbcglob-
al.net.

The public is invited to join
CPOC online; members may also
renew online. Visit the website
for more information.

ol i 3.

Over 200 congregants, church officials, friends and family turned ou
for a Mardi Gras-themed celebration for Rev. Jeannie Martz, left,
upon her retirement from Trinity Episcopal Church of Orange, Feb.
19. She had served as rector for the last 15 years. Also shown are
Event Chair Ann Walker, center, and Senior Warden Lindsay Whiddle.
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BY CLIFF ROBBINS AND CHAD CLINE

EIMo athletes

sign to play
. 11 B 3

i na

e 4

El Modena High School athletes signed their NCAA Letters of Intent on National Signing Day. Left to right are Ryan Guzman, Jonathan Tabb, Elodie Danet, Elishah Jackett, Spencer
Jacobs, Mayson Hitchens, Katelyn Beaman and Sebastian Metoyer.

South All-Stars are victorious for seventh year

The South All-Stars’ 24-7 win
over the North All-Stars in the
63rd Annual Orange County All-
Star Classic made it seven in a
TOW.

The South scored first on a
one-yard run with 5:59 remain-
ing in the first quarter. The South
stopped the North at the five-
yard line, and turned it into their
second touchdown. The South
scored again with a touchdown
pass, going up 21-0.

Late in the second quarter, the
North got on the board as Chris-
tian Lundsberg (Canyon High
School) found Jacob Apodace
(La Habra High School) passing
for a nine-yard touchdown with
1:42 remaining in the first half.
A South drive stalled, ending the
first half.

A South interception resulted
in a North 37-yard field goal to
start the fourth quarter.

Canyon Dietrich (right) from Villa Park battles a lineman in
the Orange County All-Star Classic Football game.

— i —— iy
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Football All
Owen Smith (11) from El Modena High School follows a

CIF-SS - - - . Scho .
Christian Lundsberg from Canyon High launches a pass in the Orange County block from Vince McGlenn (77) O,f Valencia High School in

Presented by the LA84 Foun-  4//-Star Classic Football game. the Orange County All-Star Classic.
dation and selected by the Foot-
ball Coaches Association, the
following athletes received post
season All-CIF awards.

In Division 1, from Orange Lu-
theran High School, the award-
ees are: Jackson Weng (12, WR);
Kireh Moe (10, DLine); Talona
1li (9, LB).

In Division 3, from El Modena
High School were Owen Smith
(12, Skill); and Mayson Hitchens
(12, Skill).

In Division 5, from Canyon
High School: Christian Lunds-
berg (12, QB); and Troy Mills
(12, LB).

From Villa Park High School,
Carter Christie (12, RB/LB); Lu-
cas Simone (11, LB); Zach Alefo-
sio (12, LB); and Luke Terrones
(12, DL).

In Division 6, from Orange
High School were Kahalil Law-
rence (12, DL); Ardwon Morris,
(11, LB); Kobe Boykin (11, RB);
and Hype Grand (10, QB). " | :

In Division 10, from Tustin | Elishah Jackett (23) from El Modena High School =~ Cade McCarville from El Modena High School gets  Nick Weed (13) and El Modena
High School was Benaiah Faletoi | hauls in a rebound against Diamond Ranch. El  an easy bucket against Diamond Ranch in the CIF  teammate Drew Rodriquez (right)
(12, LB). Modena won first round playoffs, 56-55. Boys Basketball Playoffs. team up to block a shot.
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Foothill upset in CIF Girls Water Polo finals Foothill High School, ranked No. 1, held
L _ i off No. 4 Laguna Beach, 12-11, in the wa-
= L

ter polo semifinals to advance to the Open
Division Championships against Orange
Lutheran.

Foothill (27-5) took control of the game,
jumping out to a 4-0 lead before giving up
two goals by OLu’s Sofia Umeda and Al-
lison Cohen late in the second period. Ga-
brielle Graniello put Foothill in a comfort-
able position, scoring with 1:09 remaining
in the first half.

Orange Lutheran’s Michelle Urkov
scored and tied the game up, 5-5, and
scored the go-ahead goal to take the lead,
6-5. Foothill wasted no time tying the score
7-7, as Graniello found the net with :49 sec
remaining in the third period.

Orange Lutheran controlled the fourth
quarter. Lady Knight Deirdre Murphy got
a shot to roll in, bringing the score within
one, 8-9. Sofia Umeda and Kate Sloman
sank two goals to seal the championship,
11-8.

Rachel Kirchner from Foothill blocked
Eva Hourigan (10) from Foothill High blocks a shot against  eight shots on goal. Deirdre Murphy fin-
Laguna Beach’s Cleo Washer. Foothill’s win advanced the ished with two goals, Gabrielle Graniello
Knights to the CIF Girls Water Polo finals. and Chloe Patist with three goals each.

Rachel Gazzaniga (right) gets a shot off over Laguna Beach goalkeep-
er Lauren Schneider.

= — T - e S_—_

Mal;ena Gray from Canyon High School gets the ball from the
Downey player.

!

whuss : = L *
Kailah Perry (17) from Canyon High School scored two goals in the
Downey CIF Girls Water Polo game.

W

e ': -l e mns KT WCR |
Kyla Snell, Canyon High School
goalkeeper, deflects a shot in the
Downey game. Canyon lost the play-
off game, 6-4.

Rylee Lewis from Villa Park High School scored the tie-breaking
goal in the second half against Redondo High School. The team
swarmed Lewis after the shot. Conner (left) comes in to congratu-

Villa Park goalkeeper Sean McEwan (right) attracts a lot of company late Lewis. Villa Park won, 2-1.

in his goal against Yorba Linda. Villa Park won, §8-3.

Rylee Lewis from Villa Park High
sets up for a shot. Lewis scored and  Cindy Conner from Villa Park High School scored in the first quar-
Villa Park Spartan Jacob Gregory scores against Yorba Linda in the broke the I-1 tie against Redondo  ter against Redondo High School in the semifinals of the Girls
first round of the Commissioner s Cup playoffs. High School in the quarterfinals. CIF-SS Soccer Playoffs.
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REAL ESTATE

with David Silva

4

Here we go -- again?

By David Silva

In recent months, we have seen
record leaps in the interest rates
for home purchases, and equity
from record gains take a dip.
As we head into what should be
buying season, our rates have
been flexing around the 6 and 7
percents for the last few months,
and even dipped back into the Ss.
What does this mean for buyers
and sellers? What might the fu-
ture hold?

Before we dive into that, we
need to take a look at inventory.
You might remember homes sit-
ting on the market a little longer
as we ended 2022 and even at the
beginning of 2023, when invento-
ry was slowly starting to build up.

A healthier inventory gives
buyers more choices, even with
higher interest rates. A buyer may
be willing to pay a higher interest
rate now and look into refinanc-
ing when the interest rate drops.
Remember the “professional”
phrase: “Marry the house, date

the rate.”

In January, the number of hous-
es on the market appeared to be
increasing. As of press time, the
number of salable properties is
back at a low number, close to
historical lows, with even fewer
homes available: Orange has 58;
Tustin, 43; and Villa Park has 12
for sale.

March is a key month, and will
be looked at very closely. Homes

MARKET SNAPSHOT

VILLA PARK, CA
JANUARY 2023

Single Famil

o @
$1 ?am 52 95M

usually begin to come on the mar-
ket then so that families can move
during the summer, when school
is not in session.

But will potential sellers risk
putting their home on the market,
when it may be difficult to then

inventory and increased demand
— a seller’s market.

As daylight savings time is
scheduled for March 12, the sun
will shine a little longer, and both
buyers and sellers can get in that
extra hour of showings. Buyers

may push prices up steadily as we
roll into the second quarter.

When buying or selling real
estate, be sure to have a profes-
sional realtor working hard for
you. Now, more than ever, you'll
be glad you did.

buy another property? Will they
want to give up their low 2.25-
2.5% interest rates? Can they
qualify for a different rate and
price?

Now that it is after the holi-
days, prices have dropped on
many properties and buyers are
starting to come out. In some in-
stances, there are multiple offers
in certain areas and price ranges.

Will interest rates ramp up,
push down -- or stay relatively the
same? Will we have more buyers
versus sellers? Many indicators
point to a steady market with less
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Happy Lunar

New Year!

The Year of the Rab-
bit, a symbol of longevity,
peace and prosperity, was
celebrated in Villa Park,
Feb. 11, as part of the Villa
Park Community Services
Foundation commitment to
diversity and community.

The dragon dance, com-
monly performed during
the New Year to bring good
luck and drive away evil
spirits, was performed by
the Villa Park High School
Vietnamese Students As-
sociation. Students from
the North Orange County
Chinese School also per-
formed.

From left, Villa Park Councilmembers Jordan Wu and Nicol Jones Mayor Robbie Pitts, North Orange
County Chinese School Principal Jeffrey Wu, VPHS Vietnamese Students Association Co-presidents Ari-
anna Phan and Emily Vu,; California State Assemblyman Phillip Chen's representative Jenna Poffenberger;
U.S. House Representative Young Kim's Veteran Liaison Brandon Moeller; Tamsen Reinheime and Ed Cart-
er, Villa Park Community Services Foundation.
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OUSD Board Members Ana Page and Andrea Yamasaki celebrate the
Lunar New Year in Villa Park.




