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WALK ON THE 
WILD SIDE

A curious canyonite 
captures the after-

hours activity along 
Silverado Creek. 

See Nightlife, page 14

FOLLOW US at
Foothills Sentry

See "New council"
continued on page 5

New Orange 
City Council 

members 
speak up

By Tina Richards
The newly elected-by-district 

Orange City Council members hit 
the ground running during their 
fi rst appearance on the COVID-
dictated virtual dias.

Arianna Barrios (District 1), 
Ana Gutierrez (District 5) and 
Jon Dumitru (District 2) all took 
the opportunity to raise commu-
nity and governing-related issues 
during the “reports from council 
members” meeting segment.

Barrios raised the topic of term 
limits, fresh in Orange residents’ 
minds after Councilman Mike 
Alvarez ran for a third term, de-
spite a 1996 vote by citizens that 
capped consecutive terms to two. 
Her attention to the issue was 
reaffi rmed by a public comment 
asking the city to “set the record 
straight on why term limits were 
discarded.”

Coming to terms
Barrios asked that the subject 

be agendized for a future council 
discussion. “Things may or may 
not be murky,” she said.  “I’d like 
an analysis of the current ordi-
nance. Can we administratively 
fi x it, or must we go back to vot-
ers?”  Aside from agreeing to 
bring it up at a later date, Mayor 
Mark Murphy and City Attorney 
Gary Sheatz remained silent on 
the issue, as did the other council 
veterans.

Barrios also asked if her col-
leagues would be interested in 
pursuing Certifi ed Local Gov-
ernment (CLG) status. The CLG 
program was established as part 
of the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act to empower municipali-
ties in their preservation planning 
activities and to assure support 

The Bond Fire started in a residence in the Cabinlands area of Silverado Canyon, Dec. 2.  Accelerated by strong winds, it burned 6,686 acres, 
destroyed 31 structures and damaged 21 others.  Photos by Paul Dixon

Canyon residents rally to protect 
each other against Bond Fire as 

communication systems fail
By Tina Richards
A loud, insistent pounding on 

the front door woke her up at 1:30 
on the morning of Dec. 3.  The 
knocking was accompanied by 
shouts of, “There’s a fi re, we have 
to go.”

Monica Edwards, still in a stu-
por from sleep, packed her car 
and prepared to leave her home in 
the eastern portion of Silverado 
Canyon. “It was dark, but I saw 
an orange glow on the ridge,” she 
said. “It looked like it was moving 
away, instead of coming closer.”  

Edwards and a neighbor paused 
their evacuation plans to get a 
better look at the fi re’s direc-
tion. “We decided to stay,” she 
said. “There were embers rain-
ing down. My neighbor grabbed 
a hose and started putting them 
out.  It’s a good thing we stayed.  
At that point, there wasn’t a fi re 
truck in sight.”

A shot in the dark 
Hours earlier, Paul Dixon awoke 
from what, he said, sounded like 
gunshots. “It was a little before 
10 p.m.  I thought someone was 
going crazy and went to radio 

Canyon Watch to report gunfi re,” 
he says. When he looked out his 
window, the hillside was lit up.  
He saw a ball of fi re. His neigh-
bor’s house was in fl ames.  

The power had been shut off 
that evening at 7 p.m.  There was 
no phone service, no internet.  “I 
couldn’t call 911,” he explains, 
“so I used the radio to report the 
fi re.”  The Canyon Watch volun-
teer manning the radio that night 
got a message out to someone 
else to call 911.  Fire trucks ar-
rived about 20 minutes later.

Meanwhile, Dixon’s neigh-
bor, block captain Rich Pfeiffer, 
also awakened by the sound of 
exploding ammunition, raced 
to grab a fi re hose that he had 
stashed for such emergencies. He 
also had a key to the nearby fi re 
hydrant.  With the hose hooked 
up, he became the fi rst responder 
tackling the fl ames, wearing only 
a bathrobe and slippers. “His wife 
later brought him protective gear 
and a helmet,” Dixon recalls. “He 
was the only one standing against 
the fi re for the fi rst 20 minutes un-
til the fi refi ghters arrived.”  

At one point, the fi re sur-

rounded the small community of 
houses behind the Silverado Café 
on three sides. Residents wielded 
garden hoses. “The fi re went up 
the hill from my house toward 
Williams Canyon,“ Dixon re-
ports.  “It fi nally settled down at 
4 a.m.  At that point, there was no 
sense in leaving.” 

Ready this time
Phil and Melody McWilliams 

lost their Modjeska Canyon home 
in the 2007 fi re. “I watched it 
burn down on the TV news,” he 
recalls.  “We both cried for 10 
minutes, looked at each other, and 
said ‘let’s rebuild.’”

Rebuild they did.  Their new 
dwelling is a molded fi reproof 
dome. “We didn’t know about the 
fi re until Thursday morning.  We 
felt safe staying,” McWilliams 
says.  “We watched the fl ames 
come over the hill toward us. My 
neighbor’s guest house caught 
fi re. It sounded like a 747. It was 
completely gone in 20 minutes. 

Court challenge to Alvarez’s third term fi led
A challenge to the re-election 

of Mike Alvarez to the Orange 
City Council was fi led in Supe-
rior Court by John Russo, one of 
two candidates who ran against 
him in the November race. 

The challenge claims that Al-
varez is ineligible to hold offi ce 
because of term limits enacted by 
Orange voters in 1996. The city’s 
Municipal Code states that, “no 
person shall serve more than two 
consecutive four-year terms as a 
member of the city council.”

The document also notes that 
when the city converted to by-
district elections as part of a le-
gal settlement, the council did not 

revoke, modify or make reference 
to the existing term limits in the 
stipulated judgment given to the 
court.  Further, the city has not 
brought any measure to the voters 
revoking, modifying or otherwise 
altering the Municipal Code.

Alvarez had just completed 
two consecutive four-year terms 
as a councilman. The challenge 
asserts that his new term violates 
the plain language of the code. 

According to Alvarez’s attor-
ney, with the concurrence of City 
Attorney Gary Sheatz, the newly 
instated District 3 seat (that he 
now fi lls) is different than the at-
large seat he held before.  In es-

sence, Alvarez ran for a new seat 
and is, therefore, starting over.

The challenge was fi led, ac-
cording to Russo, to settle the 
matter for now and into the fu-
ture.  There are still two council 
seats held by at-large incumbents.  
If a new district seat offers a clean 
slate for term limits, those at-
large incumbents will also be al-
lowed to exceed their term limits 
if they choose to run as by-district 
candidates.

“Voters need to know, one way 
or the other,” Russo said.  “I don’t 
expect to get anything out of this 
other than a clear answer. Is Alva-
rez’s third term legal or not?”

See "Canyon fi re"
continued on page 3

A CLEAN SEEP
Local water district is 

one of the fi rst to fi lter 
chemicals detected in 

ground water.  
See Serrano, Page 7

RIGHT AND 
WRONG

Respected nonprofi t 
scuttled by Old Towne 

design standards.
See Ronald McDonald, 

page 2

FIRE ON THE 
MOUNTAIN

As fl ames threaten 
a neighborhood, 

residents pull together 
with hoses and heart.

See Canyon Beat, 
page 6

PINES AND 
NEEDLES

Festooned trees turn 
Villa Park town center 

into a festive forest.
See Holiday, page 9
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And, Thank you!  
Because of our loyal customers, Jadtec has been able to keep our local, 

small business open to install, service and monitor commercial/residential 

alarm systems and cameras. We truly appreciate your business.  

Give us a call to see what we can do for you.

CHEERS 
TO A
BRIGHTER
2021!

714 282 0828  |  jadtec.com  aco 4202
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Ronald McDonald House expansion plan meets resistance at DRC
By Tina Richards

Expansion plans for Ronald 
McDonald House (RMH) were 
rejected by Orange’s Design Re-
view Committee (DRC) because 
they failed to meet standards 
and design criteria established to 
guide development in Old Towne.

Ronald McDonald House, lo-
cated at 383 S. Batavia on the 
western border of the Old Towne 
Historic District, wants to expand 
from 21 rooms to 44 to meet a 
growing demand for its services. 
The nonprofi t houses families 
who come to the area because 
they have sick children in local 
hospitals.  

The expansion  includes a 
17,325-sq.-ft., 2.5-story addition, 
built over a ground-level parking 
lot. A historic house at the rear of 
the property, now empty, would 
be converted into administrative 
space.

History repeats?
The existing 12,580-sq.-ft. 

Ronald McDonald House was 
built in 1989, before Old Towne 
had been listed on the National 
Historic Register and design stan-
dards were codifi ed. It sits across 
the street from the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Orange complex, in a 
neighborhood of residences, of-
fi ces and institutional buildings.  
A Conditional Use Permit al-
lowed it to be three stories. 

The DRC’s mandate is to en-
sure new construction follows 
city guidelines and standards, 
and that it is compatible with 
the neighborhood. The question 
in this case is, compatible with 
what?  The area is a mix of pro-
tected historic properties and 
“non-contributing” structures that 
predate the Old Towne designa-
tion and design standards. City 
planning staff determined that the 
expansion was compatible with 
the institutional buildings across 
the street and the overall neigh-
borhood, and that the 1989 CUP 
allowed it to exceed the 30-ft. 
height dictated by historic district 
standards.

The Dec. 16 review meet-
ing was RMH’s third pass at the 
DRC. The committee found the 
original plans to be too large in 
terms of scale, height and mass, 
infringed on the privacy of neigh-
bors and was insuffi ciently land-
scaped.  The RMH architectural 
team addressed those issues with 
revised plans modifi ed from three 
full stories to two and a half, 
windows placed to restrict views 
into neighboring properties and 
additional landscaping for more 
privacy, screening and aesthetics.

The wrong place
The RMH team was applauded 

by committee members for their 
willingness to work with the DRC 
to meet Old Towne design stan-
dards. “They’ve done everything 
to make this approvable,” mem-
ber Tim McCormack acknowl-

OPA general 
meeting 

postponed
The Orange Park Associa-

tion annual general membership 
meeting has been rescheduled to 
Saturday, Feb. 20 due to Corona-
virus. The meeting will be held 
at Salem Lutheran Church, 6500 
E. Santiago Canyon Road, begin-
ning with coffee and donuts at 8 
a.m.  The meeting will commence 
at 9 a.m. There are three director 
seats to be fi lled by membership 
vote. 

edged, “but context is important.”
Committee member Anne Mc-

Dermott noted that two historic 
houses were demolished to make 
room for the original Ronald 
McDonald House and wondered 
if, given the design standards in 
place now, is it likely the house 
would have been built. The an-
swer from city staff was a reluc-
tant “no.” 

DRC member Robert Imboden 
expressed his continuing con-
cerns with the setback, height and 
scale of the expanded RMH, and 
its visible tuck-under parking, 
which, he noted, is not an early 
20th century design element. He 
said he was basing his judgment 
on historic properties, not the 
neighboring properties that were 
built prior to adopted standards.

The wrong time
“The house would not have 

a chance of being approved to-
day,” he said. “But because it 
was approved 35 years ago, we’re 
supposed to continue on with 
that. How could a CUP foresee 
changes and be grandfathered 
on to the next project? That’s 
the very reason we have design 
standards. What is the purpose of 
standards if we approve a project 

that doesn’t meet them?  It seems 
contrary to the job we’re required 
to do.”

Tim MCormack agreed. “If this 
were in another area, with more 
space, it wouldn’t be on stilts, 
hovering above ground, with cars 
underneath it.” Acknowledging 
the “remarkable and astonish-
ing” work of Ronald McDonald 
House, he cautioned that the ex-
panded RMH program is too big 
for this particular site. “It needs 
to fi t into the neighborhood,” he 
said. “We have to respect Old 
Towne. Five years from now, 
we’d look back and say, my gosh 
why did we do this.”

Mission vs. mass
“I think the world of Ronald 

McDonald House and its mis-
sion,” DRC Chair Mary Anne 
Skorpanich stressed. “I’m proud 
to have it in our community. It 
pains me to concur with the other 
comments about compatibility. 
But the existing building is the 
problem. It’s too big.  The neigh-
bors already have a huge build-
ing looming over their property.  
Adding an expansion to that? I 
don’t know anyone who would 
want that for their property.”

Committee Vice Chair Carol 
Fox was the lone dissenter. She 
said that she found the plans com-

patible, based on the RMH’s rela-
tionship with the structures across 
the street and that many of the 
neighboring properties were not 
considered historic resources.

The vote was 4-1 to recommend 
denial of the project. The DRC is 
advisory only; it has no author-
ity over the outcome of a project. 
It has also been under fi re from 
some city offi cials who believe its 
review is largely overkill, dupli-
cative, and that the process could 
be handled by the city’s director 
of community development.  

The next step for the Ronald 
McDonald House is the planning 
commission.

Ronald McDonald House wants to add a 17,325-sq.-ft. expansion to its existing 12,580-sq.-ft. footprint. The 
addition would be built above a ground-level parking lot.  
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Melody and I started hosing down 

rived with a water tender.  They 

partment was really good this 
round. They were all over the 

Canyon residents are used to 

when the power goes down. This 

and the airwaves went dead.  Cell 

their homes. The house at ground 

that was lost.

continued from page 1
Williams Canyon was not so 

ings) were in Williams Canyon, 

People were running around in 

who had been warned and who 

alert residents.  But they missed 

dent. “There were no sirens, no 

our house was up there. My son 

Photo by Lisa Alvarez

Photo by Tony Richards

Photo by Tony Richards

Photo by Paul Dixon

Photo by Paul Dixon
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JOHNSON MOTORCARS
31 Years of Specializing in the Service and Repair of

Mercedes-Benz
Gary Johnson

714-997-2567
982 N. Batavia # B13, Orange, CA 92867

gary@johnsonmotorcars.com

Good government

Dear Editor:
I wanted to send my congratu-

lations to the new city council 
members, Arianna Barrios and 
Ana Gutierrez. It’s exciting to 
have two Latinas represent-
ing Orange; it’s a first, and long 
overdue. Their voices are key to 
balanced representation and pro-
vide a critical perspective that has 
been lacking on our council. 

Kudos to both for addressing, 
at their first meeting, important is-
sues head-on: term limits, poten-
tial annexation of county islands, 
a format to highlight our local 
businesses, and needed changes 
to the public comment procedure 
at council meetings so that resi-
dents can be properly heard. 

It’s refreshing to have indepen-
dent thinkers that ask smart ques-
tions. I’m still perplexed as to 
why our city attorney ignored the 
1996 term limit ordinance. I’m 
hoping Barrios and Gutierrez can 
get the answer as to why Mike 
Alvarez was allowed to run again. 
Let’s hope they can also get an-
swers to the many questions resi-
dents have asked over the years 
that city hall has simply ignored. 

Michelle Gregory 
Orange

Dear Editor:
What a memorable year 2020 

was … a COVID-19 pandemic, 
major economic disturbances, 
protests against the police, alle-
gations of general election fraud 
… AND the election of the Hon-
orable Mike Alvarez to the first-
ever City of Orange District 3 
council seat.

Alvarez and his City of Orange 
gang managed to overcome a 
1996 initiative restricting coun-
cil members to two consecutive 
terms, a California election law 
requiring a vote of the people to 
overturn such initiatives, and a 
campaign during which the Invis-
ible Man was seen more than he 
was.

Alvarez had served two terms, 
sitting in his at-large council seat 
– clearly termed out as defined by 
the most rigorous interpretation 
of a 1996 initiative that gathered 
80% of the vote. 

Yet, Alvarez, with the approval 
of City Attorney Gary Sheatz and 
his three city council buddies, 
was allowed to run for the newly 
formed District 3 seat. There was 
no ballot measure to overturn the 
initiative, the public was given no 
notification of the decision, and 
Alvarez never took the time to 
explain to District 3 voters that he 
was a candidate running in viola-
tion of city, county and state law.

He once belonged to all the 
city. Now he’s yours, District 3. 
Best of luck.

Peter Jacklin
Orange

Dear Editor:
Grateful for three things: Or-

ange volunteers, Orange voters, 
and the county LEA.

Two years ago, I wrote a guest 
commentary, “The elephant in the 
room,” (February 2019). I point-
ed out the dangers of the former 
Sully-Miller site and warned that 
the city would be setting itself up 
for litigation if it approved devel-

opment on this site. 
I cautioned, “In addition to tox-

ins buried in the landfill, hundreds 
of truckloads of old cement, as-
phalt and who-knows-what-else 
has been stockpiled on the Sully-
Miller site. Years ago, used motor 
oils and diesel fuels were excel-
lent for dust control; spray some 
on the roads used by the mining 
vehicles, and you have eliminated 
the dust issue. Imagine how many 
barrels of oil were dumped and 
seeped into the ground and into 
the water table.  And how many 
of the fluids and chemicals used 
in the maintenance and repair 
of mining equipment have been 
dumped on the site.”

The Orange City Council ig-
nored evidence presented to them 
and requests made to use its en-
forcement authority to stop the 
illegal dumping -- and instead 
approved a housing development.

Thankfully, Orange volunteers 
protested the city council ap-
provals and gathered the needed 
signatures to qualify the ballot 
measure that put the issue to the 
vote of the people. Orange voters 
overwhelmingly responded, “No 
on AA” to overturn the city coun-
cil’s misguided decision.

Double thanks go to the coun-
ty Local Enforcement Agency 
(LEA) for intervening and finally 
addressing the unlawful activi-
ties the public has witnessed for 
years. The cease and desist order 
it issued to halt the stockpiling 
of construction waste was long 
overdue.

No one knows what is in those 
mounds. There has been no over-
sight since 2013. How could any-
one think this is a prudent way to 
run a city?   

Paul Andrews
Orange

House call

Dear Editor:
There is a beautiful historic 

home on my street in Old Towne 
Orange. It is on the National 
Historic Registry, numbered in 
Washington, D.C.  It was built in 
1919 by the Frasier family, as in 
Rod's Liquor, Don Jose, Ricar-
do’s, and Rodrigo’s. The house 
is almost 2,700 sq. ft., with five 
bedrooms, two baths. It has beau-
tiful double gables in front.  It is 
the only cement-sided craftsman 
in Orange. The Frasier family 
owned a cement mine.

This home was bought by a 
large corporation on March 5, 
2019, for $1,427,500. It was 
appraised, at the time, in the 
$900,000s. It still sits empty. At 
one time, a group of homeless 
moved in.  

This corporation is attempting 
to rezone this property to “public 
institution.” The plan is to use it 
as office space.  We have no busi-
nesses on our street. We are zoned 
“low density residential.”  The 
parking on our street is already 
impacted. I feel this change to our 
neighborhood is inappropriate.

Relating to short-term rentals, 
which are businesses in residen-
tial neighborhoods, Councilman 
Mike Alverez said, “We’re go-
ing to change our city if we don’t 
get business out of our neigh-
borhoods.”  Councilman Chip 
Monaco said, “It’s a commercial 
business in a residential neigh-

borhood.  We shouldn’t just start 
allowing them.” 

Once the developers finish their 
project, they collect their money, 
walk away and leave a changed 
neighborhood to deal with the 
problems.

Is it legal or ethical for a large 
corporation to abscond with one 
of our city treasures for its own 
use, without the consent of the 
neighborhood?

Shari Carter
Orange

Last to know

Dear Editor:
On Nov. 16, the Orange Plan-

ning Commission approved the 
Orange Plaza Inn project by a 
5-0 vote. The Shannon Mortuary 
building at Maple and Orange St. 
is to become a 12-unit boutique 
hotel.

Approximately two weeks be-
fore the PC meeting, I received a 
notice that the project was to be 
considered. No meetings during 
this pandemic allow for citizen 
attendance. Nowhere in the no-
tice was there any mention that if 
I wanted to comment on the proj-
ect I had to do so in writing, and 
it had to be received no later than 
11 a.m. on the 16th.

The notice did say, in the fine 
print at the bottom, that if I chal-
lenged any decision on this proj-
ect in court I may be limited to 
raising only those issues I raised 
at the public hearing, or in written 
correspondence I delivered prior 
to the meeting.

But how could I? I had no idea 
what I might care to comment on 
since I had received no informa-
tion about the project until the 
notice arrived in the mail. I an-
ticipated that after listening to the 
discussions during the PC meet-
ing I could better formulate any 
comments or challenges I cared 
to provide. I was wrong in that 
assumption.

Since the project was approved, 
my only recourse was to file an 
appeal. I communicated with 
Anna Pehouskek at the city who 
informed me any appeal would 
cost me $1,000 and must be filed 
by Dec. 1.

She did not tell me that my 
other recourse was to convince 
a council member to carry the 
appeal forward; if one took that 
action there would be no need to 
pay the $1,000. That option was 
shared with me by an ex-council 
member, who suggested I reach 
out to Mayor Mark Murphy and 
Councilman Mike Alvarez. I did 
so. Both declined to carry my ap-
peal forward.

We own three rental proper-
ties directly across the street from 
the project. We were never con-
tacted by anyone at the city, or by 
the developer, who stated during 
the PC meeting that he met with 
the residents, did outreach in the 
neighborhood, and has supportive 
statements from the nearest resi-
dences.

The boutique hotel itself might 
be a nice reuse of the building. 
The project has 16 parking spaces 
on site. The PC believes that is 
sufficient. But the PC also ap-
proved an “event space” to ac-
commodate up to 225 persons 
and operate up to midnight daily, 
with live music, alcoholic bever-
age sales and food service, with 
no additional parking.

The PC bought into the premise 
that all the folks attending events 
at the Orange Plaza Inn will use 
the public parking lot in the 100 
block of north Orange St. and the 
new parking garage at Lemon and 
Maple. I believe the neighbor-

hood will be negatively impacted 
by unauthorized, unpermitted ve-
hicles parked by visitors who will 
refuse to park three blocks away 
in an unpatrolled parking garage. 
The PC approval did not include 
a requirement for handicapped 
parking for the event center.

Additionally, the project ap-
proval did not include specific 
noise levels for the live entertain-
ment aspect. It was mentioned 
that the city would have someone 
attend the first event and check on 
the noise levels. There is also the 
potential of unruly event attend-
ees wandering the streets, glass 
in hand, smoking, and, dare I say, 
relieving themselves when the 
on-site restroom facilities are in-
capable of handling the demands 
of 225 attendees.

Perhaps these concerns would 
have surfaced had there been a 
requirement for a CEQA report 
prior to approval. But the devel-
oper was found “categorically 
exempt” from that requirement. 
Had I been aware of the project 
details prior to the PC’s vote, I 
would have certainly made my 
concerns known and hopefully 
had them addressed. It does not 
seem unreasonable that the owner 
of property less than 70 feet away 
from a project of this significance 
should be contacted by someone 
prior to approving it. 

Tom Grochow
Orange

Above board

Dear Editor:
OUSD School Board has begun 

a new board session. In hope that 
our upcoming session is more 
productive than previous ones, 
I have a message for two board 
members:

John Ortega – we see you. We 
all see you. Your clear disdain for 
strong, intelligent women shows 
through in the condescending 
way you treat your female col-
leagues, and worse, in the abso-
lute disrespect you show for our 
superintendent, Dr. Gunn Marie 
Hansen.  

You seem to have some sort of 
bloated sense of self-importance 

from holding a position of power. 
A better man would have stepped 
down after 19 years to let a new 
generation with fresh ideas and  
someone who prioritizes the best 
interests of students over their 
own to step up. 

I suppose the lure of special 
interest money was just too much 
to resist. Mark Bucher and Jeff 
Barke bought your vote by fully 
funding your last re-election 
campaign. Once again in 2020 
their donations were the major-
ity of your fundraising. I guess 
time will tell what that money has 
bought them this time.

Which brings me to another 
"bought" trustee, the newly in-
stalled Angela Rumsey. Special 
interest money and a deceitful 
candidate statement got you into 
this seat, so excuse me if I’m 
skeptical about your presence on 
a public school board. You clear-
ly have a passion for education, 
but your experience is limited to 
small, homogeneous groups in 
private school settings. 

I hope you can transition that 
passion to serve every student 
equally, no matter their religious 
preference, and including those 
with language barriers, disabili-
ties, varying sexual orientations 
and socioeconomic levels. 

Let me point out that this is a 
public school district funded by 
very limited public funds. When 
you make decisions that will af-
fect students, you need to be 
mindful to keep your religious 
and personal beliefs out of that 
process and be able to step back 
and look at what will benefit all 
students, no matter who they are.

We will be watching. 

Michelle Weisenberg
Orange

Slow roll

Dear Editor:
I would like the Foothills Sen-

try to help start an investigation 
of what has to be a structural and 
financial disaster at the Villa Park 
science center.

"Letters" continued on page 5
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Now Open
7 Days a Week 7 AM -2 PMZone

• Behind Pacific Ranch Market
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The structure has been standing 
in nearly the same condition for 
close to a year. Every time I drive 
by, more welding is being done 
on the trusses at the joints. 

A comprehensive audit of the 
building and football fi eld at 
VPHS needs to be done to see 
how much of the bond money has 
been wasted. Is the district, en-
gineers, designers, or contractor 
responsible for what has to be a 
fi nancial money pit and, if so, will 
we taxpayers be made whole?

All four of our children gradu-
ated from VPHS. During their 
tenure, we were involved parents 
and we contributed to the school.

Tom Malloy
Villa Park

A parent asked about 
fi eld practice for foot-
ball vs. other athletics at 
VPHS:

Villa Park High School 
Principal Dr. Ken Miller 
indicated that school sports 
teams are abiding by the 
return-to-play protocols au-
thorized by the county, fol-
lowing the district’s request 
to return to the fi eld. Foot-
ball, track, boys and girls 
basketball, cheer, softball, 
baseball, tennis, golf and 
aquatics student-athletes are 
participating in conditioning 
and training, staying dis-
tanced, following appropri-
ate sanitation protocols and 
guidelines. Miller stated, 
“I am proud of our coaches 
and teachers for rising to the 
occasion, and for the great 
leadership by the district.” 

"Letters" continued from page 4

from the State Offi ce of Historic 
Preservation. The CLG program 
is a partnership among local gov-
ernments, the State of California 
and the National Park Service.

She asked that a discussion of 
CLG status be incorporated into 
the already-scheduled January 
discussion of the design review 
and other committees. City Man-
ager Rick Otto assured her that, 
yes, staff could study the concept 
and report back in January.

Make it whole
Ana Gutierrez, who lives in the 

city portion of El Modena, asked 
that the council consider annexing 
county islands. “There are two is-
lands in District 5,” she reported. 
“People couldn’t participate in 
this election. They contribute to 
the local economy. The city al-
ready supplies some services to 
those areas.” She asked city staff 
to look into what it would take to 
“make El Modena whole.”

Murphy suggested that the city 
solicit community interest fi rst.  
“It’s my experience,” he said, 
“that it usually is not welcomed.”

Gutierrez also raised the issue 
of public comments during the 
time of COVID and remotely 
conducted council meetings. 
Because members of the public 
cannot appear at council meet-
ings in person, they are required 
to submit comments in writing by 
11 a.m. the day of the meeting.  
Comments are then read aloud by 
a city staff member. “How was it 
decided to conduct comments in 
this form?” she asked. 

Look alive
“I think comments should be 

given by the public, if that is 
their choice.” She also suggested 

"New council"
continued from page 1

that council members remain on 
screen while comments are being 
read. “I think we can do this bet-
ter,” she advised.

Murphy told her he’d be hap-
py to discuss it with her offl ine. 
“Were surpassing state standards 
for what is required,” he ex-
plained. “There are technological 
limitations.”

Alvarez asked that staff look to 
other cities that allow live com-
ments and fi nd out how that is 
handled. “I have the list,” Mur-
phy said. “It’s not that long.”

Gutierrez also suggested that 
the council take time during meet-
ings to recognize a local business 
that’s thinking outside the box 
in its response to COVID. She 
wanted to mention two business-
es right then, but was instructed 
to wait until the next meeting.

Pay back
Dumitru, who was on the city 

council in 2011 when it voted to 
eliminate compensation for coun-
cil members, asked that his col-
leagues consider “health and wel-
fare” reimbursements. “Members 
should be reimbursed for the costs 
of city-related travel,” he pointed 
out, “and also have the ability to 
obtain health insurance.”

Chip Monaco added that he'd 
like to add compensation back 
into the mix. He and Alvarez 
had lobbied to reinstate a mod-
est council salary last fall, but 
were thwarted by the “no” votes 
of Murphy and Kim Nichols. 
“Whether it’s compensation or 
health benefi ts, or both, the coun-
cil should discuss it,” he said.  
“We have a new council now.”

Murphy suggested an a la carte 
approach, wherein the council 
could vote for either reimburse-
ment, health insurance, monthly 
compensation, or all of them.

That discussion will appear on 
a future council agenda.

Pictured are Co-presidents for 2021, Pat Micone (left) and Sheryl 
Franke.

Tustin Area Republican Women 
Federated installs offi cers

The Tustin Area Republican 
Women, Federated held its De-
cember General Meeting at the 
Santa Ana Elks Lodge, Dec. 4, 
and installed its offi cers for 2021.

 The new offi cers, installed by 
Susan Blair, president of the Cali-
fornia Federation of Republican 
Women, include Co-presidents 
Pat Micone and Sheryl Franke; 
1st Vice Presidents, programs, 
Linda Barcelona and Deborah 
Kurilchyk; 2nd Vice Presidents, 
membership, Linette Johnston 
and Angela Stephens; Member-
ship Secretary Gretchen Whistler; 
3rd Vice Presidents, ways and 
means, Judy Levine; Treasurer 

Gail Rego; Recording Secretaries 
Peggy George and Lois Small. 

 Guest speaker, Third District 
Supervisor Don Wagner, shared 
thoughts about the status of Or-
ange County in light of the recent 
election and impacts of COVID.  

Tustin Republican Women 
Federated is part of one of the 
largest volunteer women’s orga-
nizations, the National Federation 
of Republican Women.

For more information, please 
visit the club’s website, Tustin-
areaRWF.org. New members and 
membership renewals are now 
accepted, TustinRepWomen@
gmail.com.

By Andie Mills
With COVID at center stage, 

the Villa Park City Council held 
a CDC-approved private cer-
emony to install Councilmen 
Robbie Pitts and Vince Rossini, 
both of whom were reappointed 
for a second four-year term. Their 
seats were not challenged in the 
November election. The record-
ing of the formal installation was 
played at the virtual city council 
meeting, Dec. 15.

Pitts, whose 2020 year as mayor 
was quickly derailed by the onset 
of the pandemic, was lauded for 
his countless hours spent confer-
ring with other mayors and offi -
cials, analyzing and strategizing, 
working for the betterment of the 
city and updating residents during 
this unprecedented time.

In his remarks before the coun-

VP council preps for new year
cil elected a mayor and mayor pro 
tem for 2021, Pitts suggested that 
the council consider “freezing 
positions” for the new year, al-
lowing the leadership in place to 
continue to facilitate the recovery 
of the city.

His petition was ignored. Ros-
sini acknowledged Pitts’ leader-
ship, but swiftly nominated Crys-
tal Miles, formerly mayor pro 
tem, as mayor, “in keeping with 
tradition.” Councilman Robert 
Collacott seconded the nomina-
tion, and proceeded to nominate 
Chad Zimmerman as mayor pro 
tem. 

Miles, after a TV-style shout-
out to her nieces who were watch-
ing, assured the council and audi-
ence that she is poised and eager 
to be mayor, and has many ideas 
for the coming year. Miles was 
elected as mayor by a 4-1 vote, 
with Pitts reiterating his request 
for a freeze. Zimmerman was 
elected mayor pro tem, 5-0.

City Manager Steve Franks 
indicated the city has lost ap-
proximately $80,000 in sales tax 
revenues; however, additional 
federal business recovery funds 
via the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors may fl ow to the city. 

Villa Park, like every other 
city, has requested COVID vac-
cines for its residents. The city 
website, villapark.org, will be 
updated with information as to 
availability. Franks also reminded 
residents that homeless should be 
reported to the city, so that they 
may be transported to shelters in 
Buena Park or Placentia.  

Villa Park Mayor Crystal Miles 
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That was the year that was 
ground zero

On the night of Dec. 2, fl ames 
reportedly from a burning gen-
erator spread to vegetation in 
Silverado’s Cabinland neighbor-
hood. Santa Ana winds ultimately 
spread the fi re to over 6,500 acres. 

At the top of Kitterman Drive, 
Natalie Garth smelled smoke 
around 9:30 p.m. She and Lin-
da May debated how serious 
that was. Then Sydnee Ragland 
knocked and announced that they 
had to leave. May grabbed her 
computer. Garth grabbed a basket 
of clothes, adding pills, leashes, 
dog treats and a stack of “The 
New Yorker” magazines. 

On lower Kitterman, Steve 
Reighart woke up to give direc-
tions to a fi re engine. Then he 
joined some neighbors in fi ghting 
fl ames.  Residents credit Steve, 
Josh Smith, and Jacob Kelsey 
with saving their houses. 

On Anderson Way, Canyon 
Watch block captain Rich Pfei-
ffer was supposed to be giving 
directions to other volunteers, 
but wound up fi ghting the fi re for 
20 minutes, instead. When actual 
fi refi ghters showed up, he asked, 
“Do you want me to get out of 
your way?” “No,” they answered. 
“You look like you know what 
you’re doing. Keep doing it.” 

At the foot of Whites Canyon 
Way, Sherry Meddick drove some 
of her animals to a spot near the 
Silverado Market. Neighbors 
evacuated the rest of her cats, ex-
cept one still hiding in the house. 

Meddick walked back to join oth-
er residents outside. 

Two fi re engines were now 
pumping water from Anderson 
hydrants to fi refi ghters. A CAL 
FIRE crew began clearing veg-
etation around Whites Canyon 
houses. Several hills were now on 
fi re, but no embers seemed to be 
falling in the Anderson/Grundy 
Way area. 

Once a fi re engine had parked 
near Fran Williams’ house on 
Shady Drive, she felt safe staying 
the night. In the morning, though, 
she had to use her Kia sedan to 
jump-start the fi re engine after its 
battery ran down.

Cox, AT&T and Verizon 
phones all quit working, eventu-
ally. Ironically, Southern Cali-
fornia Edison had shut off the 
electricity earlier that evening, in 
order to prevent power lines from 
starting a fi re. 

Initially, Canyon Watch volun-
teers could rely on their GMRS 
radios. But Williams said that the 
saddest thing she observed that 
fi rst night was the Franklin an-
tenna burning up, ending further 
radio communication between 
different canyon areas. 

Meddick thanked Station 15 
and the Forest Service for saving 
her house. They showed up be-
cause one of her neighbors drove 
to the station and pounded on the 
windows to report the fi re. 

In the days that followed, Sil-
verado was generally quieter, 

except around houses tethered to 
generators, which growled in the 
night like motorcycles going no-
where. 

The Red Cross evacuation cen-
ter at El Modena High School 
gave Silverado evacuees vouch-
ers for hotel rooms. Santa Ana’s 
Embassy Suites reportedly toler-
ated not only dogs, but at least 
one duck and a snake. The Red 
Cross also delivered meals. Any-
one who received help from that 
organization, or knows someone 
who did, might consider show-
ing their appreciation by making 
a donation at redcross.org. 

Cactus Way resident Brian Lus-
sier said that a burning log rolled 
down a hill and started a second-
ary fi re, but he never considered 
leaving. His main concern was 
having enough fl ashlight batter-
ies. 

The Silverado Cafe and the 
Canyon Market stayed open. A 
handwritten note appeared at the 
post offi ce saying, “If you are low 
on chicken feed, we have some 
we can share (limited supply),” 
followed by a phone number. 

Why did Bond Way resident 
Tim Adams own a set of fi re hos-
es? “We have to be prepared,” he 
said matter-of-factly, as neighbor 
Reed Tomlinson helped him dis-
connect hoses from a hydrant, roll 
them up, and put them away until 
next time. 

Aftermath 
The Sheriff’s Virtual Local As-

sistance Center listed resources 
available to fi re victims: ocsher-
iff.gov/commands-divisions/
field-operations-investigations-
command/emergency-manage-
ment/ resources-after. 

OC Public Works made sand-
bags available to canyon resi-
dents at (714) 955-0200. 

The Inter-Canyon League 
prepared to make disaster relief 
funds available, and the Silvera-
do-Modjeska Recreation and 

Park District began investigating 
a possible US Department of Ag-
riculture watershed-related grant 
opportunity. 

Walk or bike 
Give OC Public Works pedes-

trian/bicycle traffi c input at Walk-
BikeOCPW.com. 

Sanctuary city 
Marcella Gilchrist, site man-

ager at Modjeska’s Tucker Wild-
life Sanctuary since 2007, is re-
tiring to Coarsegold and hoping 
to volunteer in nearby Yosemite 
National Park, pandemics permit-
ting. 

But Marcella also believes that 
Tucker animal ambassadors like 

The City of Villa Park was the recipient of 15,000 masks donated from 
Tyco, through the Taiwanese-American Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Los Angeles and World Taiwanese Chambers of Commerce 
(WTCC). Taiwan’s program to donate 10 million masks to help other 
nations fi ght the pandemic reached Villa Park, thanks to resident John 
Yeh, president of WTCC. Giving the “thumbs up” sign are, left to right, 
Johnson Chien; Yi-Peng Chiang, director, TECO-LA Culture Center 
in Santa Ana; Mark Chan, honorary advisor of legislative yuan; Rich-
ard Lin, deputy director general Taipei Economic and Cultural Offi ce 
in LA; VP Mayor Crystal Miles; VP Community Services Foundation 
President Ed Carter; John Yeh; Kenneth Chen, president, Taiwanese-
American Chamber of Commerce; VP City Manager Steve Franks.

EOCWD names new general manager
The Board of Directors of the 

East Orange County Water Dis-
trict (EOCWD) has appointed 
David Youngblood as general 
manager, replacing longtime dis-
trict head Lisa Ohlund, who has 
served since 2009 and retired at 
the end of 2020.

“On behalf of my fellow board 
members, I want to thank Lisa 
Ohlund for capping her 38-year 
career serving water and waste-
water customers with us here at 
East Orange County Water Dis-
trict,” said Board President Doug 
Davert. “We are proud to appoint 
David Youngblood as our new 

general manager. He brings 25 
years of experience in water re-
source management, with both 
public sector and private consult-
ing experience.” 

Most recently, Youngblood led 
engineering and operations at 
the Laguna Beach County Water 
District, and previously led engi-
neering efforts at both the South 
Coast Water District and Orange 
County Water District. Prior to 
those public sector engagements, 
Youngblood worked for several 
prominent engineering fi rms in 
the county. 

Youngblood’s priorities include 

continuing the district’s record of 
quality water and sewer service 
delivered in a fi scally responsible 
manner. 

He also plans to focus on pro-
tecting the district’s groundwater 
resources as well as the sewer 
reliability project planned for Tu-
stin neighborhoods along Brown-
ing Avenue. 

EOCWD serves retail water 
customers in unincorporated 
North Tustin and the City of Or-
ange. The district also provides 
wholesale water to area agencies, 
in addition to maintaining and op-
erating local sewers. 

Henry the Desert Tortoise will be 
permanently evacuated. She sug-
gests contacting the CSUF Exten-
sions and International Programs: 
Associate Vice President Chris 
Swarat, cswarat@fullerton.edu, 
(657) 278-2498. 

Those plants 
“Moonscape” after large fi res is 

actually what chaparral plants ex-
pect. The problem is that chapar-
ral is adapted for large fi res only 
every 30 to 125 years. Less than 
20 years can lead to nothing but 
weeds. 

Wildfl owers will bloom again 
in undisturbed soil. Avoid burned 
areas. The land will not heal if we 
keep picking at the scab. 

A holiday haunt on Silverado Canyon Road.

OC distributes COVID vaccines
The County of Orange Health 

Agency distributed 25,350 doses 
of Pfi zer-manufactured COV-
ID-19 vaccine to area hospitals, 
Dec. 16. The initial supply was 
given to high-risk health care 
workers as part of a multi-phased 
plan developed through the Cali-
fornia Community Vaccine Advi-
sory Committee. 

This fi rst shipment was one of 
several in a planned allotment of 
Phase 1A doses. As more doses 
of vaccine become available, a 
greater portion of the Phase 1A 
population can anticipate getting 
them into early 2021. This in-

cludes residents of long-term care 
facilities, which will coordinate 
obtaining doses through retail 
pharmacies supplied by the CDC. 

The vaccine is likely to become 
more accessible to the general 
public in the spring of 2021.

At-home COVID tests are now 
available countywide via the OC 
Health Care Agency. OC resi-
dents may visit ochealthinfo.com/
covidtest and register to receive a 
test kit shipped directly to their 
home at no cost. Ambry Genet-
ics is able to process 4,000 tests 
each day with results available in 
48 hours. 
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OUSD 
boosting solar 

footprint
The Orange Unifi ed School 

District has entered into a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) 
with Ameresco, Inc., ahead of a 
proposed power purchase agree-
ment to install solar panels at 
eight school sites.

The MOU authorizes third-
party verifi cation of the district’s 
net savings over the next 25 years 
if the photovoltaic system is in-
stalled. It also releases OUSD to 
verify the power purchase agree-
ment compliance with govern-
ment codes and provide contract 
terms to be considered at a future 
board meeting.

Under the proposed power 
purchase agreement, Ameresco 
will install solar panels on OUSD 
sites and hook them up to the 
electric utility.  The solar panels 
generate energy, which offsets the 
district’s power bill.  The district 
pays for the construction costs, an 
expected $175,000.  

“We would spend $19.5 million 
for these sites if we did nothing,” 
Scott Harvey, senior executive 
director, administrative services, 
explains. “We’ve negotiated to 
pay $0.149 per kilowatt hour over 
the next 25 years. That’s a savings 
of $6,364,000. And it costs us just 
$175,000 to earn that savings.”  

OUSD installed carport arrays 
at eight other sites in 2018 and 
has, according to Harvey, saved 
$200,000.  The annual savings 
increases over time; the expected 
savings for those sites is $7 mil-
lion over 25 years. 

Serrano Water District on 
forefront of fi ltration effort

By Andie Mills
Serrano Water District (SWD), 

an independent special district 
that provides water primarily to 
residents in Villa Park and some 
adjacent portions of Orange, will 
be one of the fi rst in the county, if 
not the very fi rst, to fi lter its water 
for PFAS substances. Fullerton 
and other suppliers are also start-
ed to build treatment facilities.

What is PFAS? Per Orange 
County Water District (OCWD), 
“Perfl uorooctaoic acid and perfl u-
orooctane sulfonate are chemicals 
that are prevalent in the environ-
ment and were once commonly 
used in many consumer products. 
They are part of a larger group re-
ferred to as per-and polyfl uoroal-
kyl substances (PFAS), and have 
been detected in the OC Ground-
water Basin. OCWD’s Water 
Quality Laboratory became the 
fi rst public agency lab in Califor-
nia to achieve state certifi cation 
to analyze for PFAS in drinking 
water.” 

The State of California has 
mandated that water districts 
take steps to remove the PFAS 
elements from consumable water 
sources.  

Ground breaking
SWD General Manager Jerry 

Vilander advised that Serrano 
plans to break ground on its PFAS 
treatment plant in late January. A 
concrete pad, conduits and piping 
for four ion-exchange fi ltration 
vessels will be installed behind 
the offi ce, located on Lincoln 
Street, between Potter and Fred-

erick in Villa Park. 
Trellises, trees and foliage will 

screen the vessels, each approxi-
mately 12 feet in diameter and 
16 feet in height. Each fi ltration 
pressure vessel, using ion-ex-
change resin media, is expected 
to fi lter an average of 2,200 gal-
lons per minute, with the capabil-
ity of fi ltering up to 3,000 gallons 
per minute (gpm). A constant op-
eration of 3,000 gpm would be 
enough water for about 36,700 
people. 

The construction cost estimate 
is $4.3 million. Project design 
adds $500,000. OCWD is provid-
ing the capital and managing the 
project, with a target completion 
date of late July or early August. 
Once completed, Serrano Water 
District will assume half of the 
$400,000 cost of maintenance 
and operations; no extra staffi ng 
is required. OCWD will assume 
the remaining half of mainte-
nance and operational expenses.

While these measures could 
impact water rates, the costs are 
still being determined.  OCWD is 
pursuing cost recovery options, 
such as loans and grants, as well 
as litigation along with impacted 
retail water agencies, to help re-
duce impacts to local ratepayers.

In other SWD news, at the Dec. 
15 meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors, Greg Mills was elected 
president, and Brad Reese was 
named vice president. Mills and 
Directors Jerry Haight and Larry 
Pharris will serve through 2024; 
Frank Bryant’s and Reese’s terms 
will expire in 2022.

The Tustin Public Schools Foundation (TPSF) was recently presented a “big check” from the dealers of 
the Tustin Auto Center.  Tustin Unifi ed schools benefi ted from the Auto Center’s annual Schools Drive that 
generated $50 for every new car sold or leased in October, a total of $62,700.  The Foundation supports all 
30 Tustin Unifi ed schools, and the funds will assist with new technology needs, wellness, school-wide grants 
and remote learning.  From left, Vinnie Torrente, Tustin Acura; Peter Ngo, Tustin Cadillac; Al Dimont, 
Tuttle-Click; Kristin Simpkins, TPSF president; Letitia Clark, Tustin mayor; Carol Burby Garrett, TPSF 
executive director; Andrea Dabrow, TPSF director of development;  John Patterson, OC Auto Team; and 
Farough Dibiri, Tustin Mazda.

TAWC 
scholarships 

now available
The Tustin Area Woman’s Club 

(TAWC), an all-volunteer philan-
thropic social group dedicated to 
the improvement of the commu-
nity, announced that its college 
scholarship application forms are 
now available at tustinareawom-
ansclub.com, or in counselors' of-
fi ces at each of the Tustin Unifi ed 
High Schools.

For over 60 years, TAWC has 
given college scholarships to 
deserving TUSD students. This 
year, TAWC will offer a $1,000 
collegiate scholarship to one 
graduating senior from each of 
the four TUSD high schools: 
Beckman, Foothill, Tustin and 
Hillview. The TAWC college ap-
plication deadline is March 1.

Orange Emblem Club 418 recently donated paper goods and COVID-19 
supplies (face masks and hand cleaner) to Ronald McDonald House. 
Seen here, Community Service Chairman Carol Walters (center) with 
Orange Elks Exalted Ruler Danny and First Lady Linda Salas.

Santa was unable to parade through Villa Park on a fi re truck, as is tra-
dition, as fi refi ghters and equipment were deployed to the Bond Fire. 
But, thanks to quick thinking by former Mayor Robbie Pitts, Santa was 
chauffeured about town in a shiny red Jeep, keeping his commitment 
to hear the Christmas wishes of children. Here, Joseph Kraft, 9, let 
Santa know that he was hoping for an electric scooter in his stocking. 
The pandemic also cancelled the city’s annual Dry Land Boat Parade.
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Dump site 
cease and 

desist order 
appealed

Milan Capital has fi led an ap-
peal with the state, asking it to 
reverse the cease and desist order 
issued last August by the Local 
Enforcement Agency (LEA) and 
upheld by a hearing offi cer in No-
vember.

The cease and desist order, is-
sued last August, prohibited Mi-
lan’s contractor Chandler/Rio 
Santiago from collecting and 
stockpiling construction waste on 
the property adjacent to Santiago 
Canyon Road in East Orange. 
LEA was alerted to the activity by  
a resident's complaint. 

The appeal is likely to be heard 
in January.

Within two weeks of the ruling 
that upheld the cease and desist 
order, a Milan contractor moved 
a conveyor belt and rock crush-
ing equipment onto the site. It 
operated for one day before being 
voluntarily shut down. The ap-
paratus was removed a few days 
later, and the site has since been 
inactive.

Bird on a fence inspires 
pandemic poem

Working at home in quiet iso-
lation last March, indie author 
Wendy Preston was inspired to 
write a poem based simply on the 
tweet of a neighborhood bird sit-
ting on a fence.

Her poem evolved into a fi ve-
month project to self-publish a 
children’s book called “Hope is 
Afl utter,” released exclusively 
on Amazon.  Illustrated by her 
niece Shannon Preston, the book 

provides an escape from the pan-
demic by focusing on nature and 
its instinctive strength. “By turn-
ing off the noise of technology, 
we can soar above the clouds 
even when our wings feel weak,” 
Preston says.  “The sun, stars, 
moon, rain and wind appear with-
out panic or anticipation.  Flow-
ers blossom, children play, birds 
chirp and hope abounds.”

Preston has spent many years 
managing technology teams and 
projects for a large insurance 
company.  She is still employed 
in that endeavor, yet fi nds ways 
to balance her work with creative 
writing. Her goal is to elaborate 
on the theme with a book series.  
She has four books already in her 
thoughts.

You can reach Wendy Preston at 
poetrywindow.wp@gmail.com. 

Nonprofi t destroyed by fi re
The Mariposa Women and 

Family Center is asking the com-
munity for help to rebuild and 
continue to offer support services 
after the nonprofi t’s facility was 
destroyed by fi re, Dec. 6.

Located at 200 E. Katella Ave., 
the interior of the building was 
completely destroyed and the ex-
terior substantially damaged.  

About 50 Orange fi refi ghters 
responded to the incident.  The 
fi re is currently being investi-
gated.

Mariposa Women and Family 
Center provides free and low-cost 
counseling services to individu-
als and families, and has been a 
mainstay in Orange County for 

more than 40 years. The vast ma-
jority of the organization’s clients 
live at, or beneath, the federal 
poverty line.  

“Although the fi re has taken 
our building, it will not deter us 
from helping those who have 
come to count on us,” said Dr. 
Krista Driver, president and CEO 
of the center. “When COVID-19 
hit, we experienced an incredible 
demand for the affordable and 
accessible mental health care we 
provide. We will continue to offer 
our services virtually until we can 
fi nd a new, permanent home.”

Donations can be made online 
at mariposacenter.org/donate, or 
by calling (714) 547-6494.

VP greenbelt named for Knowles
Villa Park City Council voted 

to rename the Wanda greenbelt 
after one of the city’s true gems, 
Mike Knowles. The entry point to 
the city at Wanda and Villa Park 
Road will be known as the “Villa 
Park Knowles.”

Knowles has worked for the 
city for over 34 years, tirelessly 
responding to calls from residents 
at any hour, helping city organi-
zations and nonprofi ts with ev-
ery imaginable type of request to 
make their events run smoothly, in 
addition to keeping his city clean. 
He has continuously shunned the 
spotlight, despite being integral 
to the city, and receiving acco-

This year, the Tustin Public Schools Foundation’s annual Dino Dash 
took a detour.  A virtual 5K replaced the traditional bike and walk/run 
courses, but thousands of participants still had a good time on courses 
of their own making. Hewes Middle School teacher Anna Brandsma 
and her family put on their Dino Detour shirts and continued their 
annual tradition by creating their own home course, complete with 
fi nish line. Creativity and commitment were key to this recreated event 
that benefi ted the Foundation and Tustin Unifi ed schools.  In 2021, the 
Foundation looks forward to a dino-mite 30-year celebration of the 
Dino Dash on Nov. 7.

The fi nal steel beam was lifted into place on Canyon High School’s new state-of-the-art science center, Nov. 
19.  Canyon’s 67,098-sq.-ft. building is one of four paid for with funds from Measure S to bring Orange 
Unifi ed high schools into the 21st century.  In addition to modern science labs and classrooms, the building 
will serve as a “front door” to the campus and house student support services. The fi nal beam was signed 
by students, staff, administrators, community members and elected offi cials.  

Orange Woman’s Club members Suzanne Vaugine (left) and Pietra 
Gaw dropped off a carload of donated toys and gift cards at the 
Friendly Center.

lades from Rotary Club and other 
groups.

The “Knowles” will be planted 
with native plants, including fruit 
trees, harking back to the city’s 
citrus-packing beginnings. The 
pathway that winds through the 
area, already a popular walking 
route for residents, will be re-
paired. Funding of approximately 
$75,000 will be provided by city 
funds, in conjunction with grant 
monies, should they become 
available. Upon completion of 
the project in late spring, City 
Manager Steve Franks anticipates 
a plaque to honor Mike Knowles, 
“the unoffi cial mayor of the city.” 

Preston, above, and her book, left.
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OUSD Board 
elects offi cers 

for 2021
The Orange Unifi ed School 

District Board of Trustees elected 
Kathy Moffatt to serve as presi-
dent at its Dec. 15 meeting.  An-
drea Yamasaki was elected vice 
president, and Kris Erickson will 
serve as clerk.  The election of of-
fi cers followed the offi cial swear-
ing in of board members John 
Ortega, Ana Page and Angela 
Schlueter-Rumsey.

Tustin offers 
drive-thru 

testing
Tustin residents may get tested 

for COVID-19 on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis through Jan. 25.  
The drive-thru center is located at 
621 W. 1st St., and is open every 
Monday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
2 to 4:30 p.m.

Testing is sponsored by the 
Families Together Community 
Health Center; no appointment is 
necessary.

VP couple celebrates            
50th anniversary

Dick and Susie Goldman (aka 
Nan and Poppy), residents of 
Villa Park since 1976, celebrated 
their 50th wedding Anniversary 
in December.  Susie is 74 years 
old, and Dick just celebrated his 
93rd birthday. Dick was an OB-
GYN who practiced out of St. 
Joseph Hospital, and has been 
retired since 1996. Susie was 
blessed to be able to stay home 
and raise her children and help 
with her grandchildren.

More than anything, they love 
spending time with their family 

and friends. 
The Goldman’s have four 

children: Randy, Lori, Shannon 
and Missy; one daughter-in-law, 
Junga: one son-in-law, Alex; 
seven grandchildren, Christina, 
Roxanne, Livia, Joel, Jessica, An-
nie and Maggie; and one grand-
daughter-in-law, Rosana. 

During their retirement, they 
have traveled the world, visiting 
Australia, Ireland, Scotland, Eng-
land, China and Hawaii. They are 
celebrating their 50th with a small 
family dinner this month.

From left, the Elks Christmas basket committee included, left to right, 
Don Westerfi eld, Colin Smith, Adam Thomasson and Mike Cash.

The Orange Elks Lodge 1475 is 
proud to continue a long-standing 
tradition of assisting the commu-
nity by donating Christmas bas-
kets to families in need. 

The goal this year was to sup-
ply 200 Christmas baskets (box-
es). While the focus is on families 
with young children, boxes were 
also provided for the elderly and 
unemployed who do not have the 
means for a holiday meal. 

The Christmas basket com-
mittee, Don Westerfi eld, Colin 
Smith, Adam Thomasson and 
Mike Cash was tasked, this year, 
with the additional burden of 
COVID.  Working with the City 
of Orange, the families were al-
lowed to pick up their Christmas 
boxes by driving though the city 
hall parking lot.

Lodge members came through 
by donating over $10,000 to pur-

chase items for the baskets. The 
Elks returned over $4,000 to the 
community by purchasing toys 
and gifts from local small busi-
nesses, Tiddlywinks and Orange 
Grocery Outlet.

Over 25,000 lbs. of food, in-
cluding a non-perishable food 
box, fresh produce, dairy, meat 
items and four prepared frozen 
meals were loaded into the wait-
ing vehicles by over 50 Elks 
members, and their friends and 
families. 

Additionally, a $20 gift card, 
a Christmas toy, some bikes, and 
pet food and supplies were do-
nated to the families, while Elks 
mascot, Santa Elroy, greeted all 
of the children.

Community Partners, the OC 
Food Bank, Waste Not OC and 
Spoof Dawgs to the Rescue 
helped supply many items.

Elks keep Christmas spirit alive

Holiday Forest brightens community
In an effort to brighten holiday 

spirits, the Villa Park Women’s 
League initiated the fi rst Com-
munity Holiday Forest on the 
green in front of city hall. Mas-
terminded by Chair Kimberlee 
Martin, faux Christmas trees were 
decorated and set up by various 
activity groups of the league, 
VP High School PFSO, and Girl 
Scout Troop 5158.  League mem-
bers crafted ornaments for the 

activity-themed trees: a purple 
Bunco tree, with dice lights and 
ornaments and topper; natural el-
ements made for a gorgeous Petal 
Pushers tree; ornaments of but-
tons, hand-stitched snowmen, and 
colorful balls of yarn and needles 
were incorporated into the Stitch-
ery tree; pickle ornaments and 
pickleballs dressed the Pickleball 
tree; the Couples Gourmet holi-
day tree featured hand-crafted 

wooden utensils, wine glasses, 
with a chef’s toque as the treetop-
per. 

Thanks to generous donors, 
the Villa Park Women’s League’s 
annual Giving Tree philanthropy 
provided toys to disadvantaged 
children. Bridgett Baril, chair, 
expanded the program to include 
necessities, personal hygiene 
items and small gift cards for 
adults.

Susie and Dick Goldman
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Over 75 third-grade students at Helen Estock Elementary School re-
ceived new bikes on Dec. 11.  The Bikes for Kids Foundation gave a 
bike and helmet to every third grader at the school.  This is the fi fth 
consecutive year that Bikes for Kids has selected an elementary school 
in the Tustin Unifi ed School District.  Estock was the only school in 
Orange County to be chosen for the program.  Volunteers from the 
Aliso Viejo mountain bike club, DirtBags, raised funds for the bikes 
and assembled them in the school’s multipurpose room the previous 
night.  During a socially distanced assembly outside on the campus, 
fi ve students were randomly selected through a drawing to win bikes.   
Next, the organization gave away a few more bikes until Bikes for Kids 
emcee Bill Pollakov did it “Oprah style” and announced every third 
grader would receive a new bike and helmet, including the students 
who were livestreaming from home.  A “spokes”person for the orga-
nization said Estock’s students were so excited their heads were spin-
ning!  The kids wheelie love their new bikes! – Mark Eliot

Scholarships 
offered for 
2021 high 

school grads
Assistance League of Orange 

announced that scholarships will 
be offered to high school se-
niors graduating from an OUSD 
high school, or from another 
high school while residing in the 
OUSD attendance area, in 2021. 
Scholarships have been a part of 
the Assistance League of Orange 
philanthropy since 1948.

Scholarships are offered to 
students pursuing any fi eld of 
post-high school study at a uni-
versity, community college, or 
trade school.  General Scholar-
ships are available, as well as 
four specialized scholarships, 
which have specifi c application 
requirements: the Eugenia Love 
Arts Scholarship is geared toward 
a student pursuing an arts major 
including music, dance, acting, 
drawing, painting or photogra-
phy; the Alfreda Niewig Nursing 
Scholarship is intended for a stu-
dent pursuing a degree in nursing 
or a health care profession; the 
ALO Memorial Scholarship for 
Special Needs is geared toward a 
student with a physical or mental 
handicap; and the Richland High 
School Scholarship is available 
to students who are currently at-
tending Richland or have attend-
ed Richland during the current 
school year. 

Qualifi ed students may ap-
ply online for both a general 
and a specialized scholarship at 
alorange.org,  [programs], then 
[scholarships] beginning Jan. 15; 
applications close at midnight on 
Sat., March 27.  Please contact 
Karen Goodwin or Tanis Nelson, 
at scholarships@alorange.org 
with any questions.

Meet purrfectly petable Valkyrie.  Like the Norse Goddess, she is a 
wish fulfi ller, as long as your wish is to pet her. While she tends to 
be a little shy, and likes to peer out from her lair under the furniture, 
she will come if you call.  And her fur is extra soft, jet black, even 
between her toes.  She was an outdoor kitty for a long time, but now 
prefers the warmth of my indoor foster home, and – well, your home 
would be even better. For more information on how to adopt Valkyrie, 
or any of our adoptable cats, please contact OCSP Cat Rescue at 
(714) 815-4300 or ocsp.adoptions@gmail.com, putting the cat's name 
in the subject line. Email is always the fastest way to bring your new 
family member home! You can access an application at ocspcatres-
cue.org.

Looking for love

ALO to 
celebrate 80th 

anniversary
Assistance League of Orange 

will celebrate 80 years of phil-
anthropic service to the greater 
Orange Community in February. 
While the pandemic has made it 
more diffi cult to interact with fel-
low volunteers and the children, 
women, families and veterans 
they serve, the members have 
persevered, adapting existing 
programs and creating new ones 
to meet new and growing needs 
within the community. 

"Christmas is for Sharing," and 
program volunteers shopped and 
wrapped over 250 gifts to fulfi ll 
the wish lists –blankets, sleeping 
bags, hygiene items -- of veteran 
students and Guardian Scholars 
(former foster children) now at-
tending Santiago Community 
College. 

Instead of parties and dinners 
for the families staying at Mir-
acle Manor while their children 
are undergoing life-saving treat-
ments, volunteers “adopted” two 
families, providing gifts for all.

Assistance League volun-
teers made the holidays a little 
warmer for the sheltered women 
of WISEPlace. Hand-made blan-
kets, some crocheted and some 
fl eece, plus new robes and slip-
pers were gifted to the 47 women.  

Approximately 200 donated 
coats and new socks were given to 
OC Veterans Assistance program. 
Sixteen live 6-foot Noble fi r trees 
and one faux tree, replete with 
stands and skirts, were provided 

for the housing units for young 
adults at Orangewood Children’s 
Home. Volunteers also delivered 
150 boxed lunches to hospital 
staff at St. Joseph, in thanks for 
their frontline service.

Gift bags containing warm 
blankets for the men, and shawls 
for the ladies, new socks and a 
treat were given to 75 seniors at 
the Orange Senior Center, as well 
as much-needed paper supplies.

El Modena’s Senior Class honored frontline COVID units at St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital, Orange County Global Medical Center and Chap-
man Global Medical Center. Gathering donations from Class of 2021 
families, senior class offi cers packaged gifts bags to honor their fellow 
“Vanguards.” Recently, a Vanguard senior lost her father after a bat-
tle with COVID. The family learned fi rst hand how hard the doctors, 
nurses and entire staff are working for our community. ElMo’s Class of 
2021 says thank you to all our COVID Units!”

Program Chairs Angela Fasbender and Claire Kocek with "Christmas 
is for Sharing" gifts.

Funds for Cannon Street 
widening sought

The City of Orange submitted 
widening Cannon Street to the 
Orange County Transportation 
Authority, in  answer to a call 
for projects seeking Measure M2 
funding. 

The Cannon Street widening 
from Santiago Canyon Road to 
Serrano Avenue project meets 
OCTA’s criteria for arterial capac-
ity enhancement.

The City is requesting funding 
for fi scal year 2021-22 for the 
engineering and planning phase 

of the project, which is estimat-
ed at $825,000. The total grant 
amount would be $618,750 with 
a 25% city match requirement of 
$206,250. 

Measure M2, approved by vot-
ers in 2006, is a 30-year multi-
billion dollar program extension 
of the original Measure M (ap-
proved in 1990) to fund improve-
ments to the county freeway sys-
tem, streets and roads, Metrolink 
and transit services for the senior 
and disabled community. 

At the California Raceway an-
nual toy drive, Assistance League, 
the chosen recipient, collected 96 
toys that were dispersed for dis-
advantaged children of Friendly 
Center, Youth Center of Orange, 
Miracle for Kids and Orange-
wood. The organization’s Special 
Assistance program has handled a 
record number of struggling fam-
ilies requesting assistance with 
utilities, rent and food.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
CARPET CARE ELECTRICAL

We accept Credit Cards

714-814-4440 cell

FREE ESTIMATES • LOW-LOW $$$

•Recessed Lighting • Fluorescent • Troubleshooting 
• 240vOutlets • Breakers/Rewiring 

• Switches/Fans/Spas • Panel Upgrades

Residential • Commercial
Industrial

email: promptelectricservice@yahoo.com
State License C10, 390275

HOME DESIGN

DESIGN + CONSULTING
Specializing in interior

design, home remodeling
& holiday decor.

(714) 334-1800
www.lacolinaliving.com

INSURANCE INSURANCE

LOCKSMITH

ocksmith
MOBILE

RE-KEYS • LOCK-OUTS • DOORS  

Cell: (714) 394-2022  Office: (714) 544-3267
willis6@aol.com

RE-KEYS • LOCK-OUTS • DOORS  

Cell: (714) 394-2022  Office: (714) 544-3267

LCO 227

MOVERS
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

MOVER
LOCAL MOVING IS OUR SPECIALTY

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES 

(800) 490-1150
www.anthonysmovingandstorage.com

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL

Cal State Lic Puc #189065
No Hidden Charges

• 7 DAYS A WEEK
• FREE WARDROBE BOX USE

• FURNITURE BLANKET WRAPPED
• PACKING / BOXES AVAILABLE

• STORAGE AVAILABLE
• PIANO SPECIALISTS

• LOCAL & NEIGHBORING STATES
• TIME STARTS AT YOUR DOOR
• FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

HOUR
MINIMUM

ASK FOR DETAILS

MOVER
LOCAL MOVING IS OUR SPECIALTYLOCAL MOVING IS OUR SPECIALTY

SAME DAY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES 

(800) 490-1150
RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL

• FURNITURE BLANKET WRAPPED• FURNITURE BLANKET WRAPPED• FURNITURE BLANKET WRAPPED
• PACKING / BOXES AVAILABLE

• LOCAL & NEIGHBORING STATES• LOCAL & NEIGHBORING STATES

PAINTING

REAL ESTATEPLUMBING

60 day drain guarantee • Clean, Neat and Professional • Leak Detection Water & Gas • Drain Camera 
Inspection & Location • Pipe Re Lining/ Trenchless Sewer Repair 
• Hydro Jetting • Copper and Pex Repiping  Tankless Water Heater Specialist 
• Water Heaters • Slab Leaks 
• Bonded • Insured • References
 

Family owned and operated •18 years plumbing in OC
 Lifetime north Tustin resident

FREE ESTIMATESLicense Ca 938498 714-541-4400

24 HOUR SERVICE • 2 YEAR GUARANTEE ON WORK
It’s what we do

GUN SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING

100% Positive Reviews on Google, Yelp, & Facebook

As the world heaves a collec-
tive sigh of relief that 2020 is 
over, we can fi nally look 2021 in 
the eye with optimistic spirits and 
unite in the hope that the worst is 
behind us.

While the normal group gather-
ings and hangouts have been tem-
porarily put on hold, I have fi lled 
the few daily hours I have to my-
self with early morning hikes and 
evening walks.

Have you taken a walk through 
our chaparral landscape as the sun 
begins to rise? If you have, you 
can attest to the many scents that 
fi ll the early morning air, a natural 
aromatherapy.

The moonfl owers always greet 
me at the onset, and close down 
the show when I’m leaving. Most 
plants and trees are resting now. 
While they may look dead, they, 
too, are taking in the view and 
waiting for those longer, warmer 
days. 

The balance and transfer of en-
ergy that trees and plants are so 
adept at has always amazed me. 
The natural aromas from plants 
and fl owers attract and repel so 
effortlessly, we hardly recog-
nize it. The hypnotic moonfl ow-
ers glowing under the moonlight 
are actually poisonous, but you 
wouldn’t know it by their vibrant 
energy. The tall, long-dead, eerie 
skeleton of a black locust tree 
may look useless, but it dispenses 
iron and nutrients back into the 
soil long after it has passed. 

Plants and trees have taught me 
so much. Their resilience, self-
lessness for the most part, and 
how protective they can be have 
all helped me along my quest to 
being a better human, a better 
neighbor, a better friend. My goal 
for 2021 is to help us all see how 
we can improve our quality of life 
if we live like a tree. 

Happy New Year! 

Children and the Orange Elks at Christmas
By Bill Neessen

The Orange Elks December 
programs for children--Eli Home 
Christmas Tree and Shop with a 
Cop--are member favorites. 

The Christmas Toy Drive for 
Eli Home, which houses abused 
children and their moms, was dif-
ferent this year, as the Elks were 
unable to place a Christmas tree 
in the lodge for members to de-
posit  unwrapped gifts. 

Instead, the Elks received a list 
of the boys and girls, and their 
ages. Lodge Trustees approved 
$1,000 to purchase gifts, and 
members raised another $1,000 to 
help fund the project. Gifts were 
purchased in Orange to support 

local merchants. 
McPherson Magnet School se-

lected the Elks and the Eli Home 
as the recipients of its annual 
toy drive, adding an additional 
150 toys. This year, moms were 
included with a gift box that in-
cluded lip gloss, lotion and fuzzy 
socks.

“Shop with a Cop” gives chil-
dren (ages 5 to 18) the oppor-
tunity to purchase clothing and 
necessities while shopping with 
a police offi cer. Elk Augie Ro-
cha chaired the program for the 
Orange Police Department. The 
Orange Elks donated $2,000, and 
selected participants from Youth 
Centers of Orange. Some of the 

criteria used to select these chil-
dren included trying harder in 
school, listening to their parents 
and teachers and being a good 
person. 

Rocha presented each child 
a Shop with a Cop T-shirt and a 
goodie bag provided by the OC 
Emerald Society. Inside was a 
teddy bear, an Orange PD color-
ing book and a $100 Walmart gift 
card.

Shop with a Cop was supported 
by The Village at Orange, Buf-
falo Wild Wings, Kay Jewelers, 
Walmart, OC Law Enforcement 
Emerald Society, the OC Police 
Offi cers Association and dona-
tions from Orange citizens.
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CONSTRUCTION/HOME REPAIR

WOOD DOOR & WINDOW
REPAIR & REPLICATION 

By A Little Door & Window Maker.
Any & All Wood Species! - French Doors/Windows 

$ We Can Save You Big $

714-639-0848
Wood Sash & Glass Replacement - Rot Removal and 

Repair Like New!

SERVICE DIRECTORY
ATTORNEYS

FLOORING

Ritchie Hardwood Floors 

Quality Hardwood Floors Since 1975

Orange,CA
714-343-8234

Lic. #741421

Sanding • Refinishing • Installation
Free Estimates

ATTORNEYS

AUTOMOTIVE

D.L. Russell, Inc.
Lic. 763543

Don Russell
714-606-1447

• Ceiling and wall patching
• Repipe patching

• Stress crack repair
• Texture matching

• All drywall repairs & remodels

Drywall Specialist
PAINTING/DRYWALL 

AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING

OC EXCEL
AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING 

QUALITY SERVICE 
 

License # 1001574

714 926-4902                                                                               FREE 
SERVICE 

CALL

INSTALLATION • REPAIRS
REPLACEMENT SERVICE
WILL BEAT ANY ESTIMATE
WWW. OCEXCEL.COM

BIOHAZARD/ HOARDING CLEANUP

LANDSCAPE

GUTTER CLEANING/REPAIR
(714) 944-8518
(626) 381-8293

• Seamless rain gutters installation 

• We carry up to 32 different colors of   
 aluminum including copper & metal

• Rain gutter cleaning 

• Gutter & downspout repair License: 1049810

INSURANCE

HANDYMAN

MORTGAGES/REFINANCE

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

HANDYMAN

LANDSCAPE LANDSCAPE

COMPUTER REPAIR
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ARCHITECTS ATTORNEYS

VETERINARIANS

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DIRECTORY

Barbara J. Doty, D.V.M.
Villa Animal Hospital

“Great Vets for Great Pets”

714-633-9780 4250 E. Chapman Ave.
Orange, CA 92869

www.VillaAnimalHospital.com

VETERINARIANS

David T. Geske,
Financial Advisor, CFP®

2 Executive Cir, Ste 280, Irvine, CA 92614

O�  ce: 949.567.9945  x101
Website: www.raymondjames.com/

redwoodinvestments
CA Insurance Lic # 0D59469

 INVESTMENTS

Securities o� ered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.,                  Member 
FINRA/SIPC. Redwood Investments is not a broker/dealer.

TAXES

H & H INCOME TAX INSURANCE
ANA Y CATALINA

480 S GLASSELL ST, ORANGE
(Corner of Glassell and La Veta)

714-288-2088
Personal and Business Taxes, Notary

Forms 1099misc, w2s, Sales taxes.  Since  1983

$25 OFF WITH THIS AD

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PLUMBING PLUMBING

PET / ANIMAL CAREPAINTING

Call today for a free quote (714) 477-7175
 Locally Owned and Operated • CSLB License #1063943
Call today for a free quote (714) 477-7175

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROOF REPAIRREAL ESTATE

DAVID SILVA

714.227.3822

“GiveMEaRing”
You’ll be glad you did
www.GiveMEaRing.com

CalBre#01327642

714.227.3822

REAL ESTATE

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE APPOINTMENT

UPHOLSTERY

RAULS.CUSTOMUPHOLSTERY.DESIGN@GMAIL.COM

PAINTING

TERMITE / PEST CONTROL

THE “NO-NONSENSE” TERMITE COMPANY
We specialize in “No Tent” pest and termite control

Call to schedule your free inspection today 1-800-455-8283 or
714-635-5111nononsensetermite.com

• Low Prices - Visa/Mastercard
• Senior Citizens Discounts

• Escrow Reports and Clearances
• Professional Wood Replacement

• Family Owned and Operated
• Providing Affordable and Quality Termite and Pest Control for over 20 years

Certified-Licensed Insured-Bonded

PIANO INSTRUCTION 
Your home. Learn music you love.                 
20 yrs. exp. BA music/child development.                                                       
(949) 637 - 8208 • thekeyboardlady.com

DOORS
Door Installer – Call Robert (714) 878 - 8262

BOOKKEEPING

Bookkeeping Services & Quick books    
Training (714) 357 - 1631

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT - OPA
Various size storage sheds
Call (714) 538 - 4269

HELP WANTED – OPA
*Salesman for exotic desert plants.
*Experienced Handyman
Call (714) 538 - 4269

WEB DESIGNER NEEDED
Web Designer needed to jumpstart a 
languishing project. Must be conver-
sant with Go-Daddy. (714) 532 - 4406

Support Your 
Local Small 
Businesses!

WINDOW CLEANING

SENIOR  RESIDENTIAL CARE

Residential Care Home for the Older Adult
Sonia Garcia-Francia

CEO
714-269-7307

Sonia@guardianangelshomes.com

Kelly S. Francia Harlan
Administrator

714-812-0137
Kellysabrina@guardianangelshomes.com

M.A. Psychology, M.A. Gerontology 
Master of HR Management

www.GuardianAngelsHomes.com
North Tustin Locations
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OUSD 
approves 

safe rooms 
to promote 

mental health
The Orange Unifi ed School 

District has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) 
with CHOC Children’s Hospital 
to collaborate on student mental 
health services, the most tangible 
being “safe room” wellness cen-
ters on middle and high school 
campuses.

The safe spaces, allocated by 
OUSD and outfi tted by CHOC, 
are intended to give students a 
place to decompress and relieve 
stress when facing a meltdown. 
OUSD nursing staff will have ac-
cess to CHOC case managers and 
psychiatric consultants.  

The OUSD/CHOC collabora-
tion recognizes that many stu-
dents today are overwhelmed by 
demands for top tier grades, col-
lege entrance requirements, and 
social/peer insecurity.  Student’s 
stress-related mental, physical 
and academic issues may be ex-
acerbated by COVID.

CHOC has already teamed 
with other school districts in Or-
ange County to devise programs 
addressing student mental health; 
the effort is funded by donations 
to the hospital.

“This has been a top issue 
among parents,” OUSD Board 
President Kathy Moffatt reported 
at the Dec. 15 board meeting.  
“It’s also a priority among school 
superintendents. We’re fortunate 
to have CHOC right in our neigh-
borhood.”

Student board members tuning 
into the virtual meeting advised 
trustees that their classmates like 
the idea of safe spaces and that 
it is important for them to have 
more mental health resources 
during and after COVID.

Trustee Kris Erickson pointed 
out that students were having 
mental health crises before CO-
VID, and that suicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of death among 
young people.  

Trustee John Ortega was skep-
tical of the partnership’s value, 
asking what CHOC could pro-
vide that OUSD couldn’t do it-
self.  “I’m all for mental health,” 
he said, “But how is this going to 
assist us further?”

He was reminded by his col-
leagues that CHOC would pro-
vide resources that the district 
may not have access to, that 
CHOC would make someone 
available to talk to students and 
“enrich the conversation.”

Trustee Rick Ledesma said he 
appreciated that CHOC wanted 
to collaborate and he supports 
mental health for students, but, he 
concluded, “staff is already do-
ing a great job and I don’t think 
CHOC is the right organization to 
provide these services.”

The board voted 5-2 to sign the 
MOU, with Ortega and Ledesma 
opposed. 

Nightlife on the Silverado Highway
By Robert Detrano 

Welcome to the Silverado 
Highway and its travelers. These 
voyagers of the night are your 
neighbors. They are born, raised, 
and make families just like you 
do. And, on most evenings, you 
can fi nd them on the highway.  

The highway enters Silverado 
from the national forest near the 
Maple Springs gate.  It winds its 
way down the canyon next to Sil-
verado Canyon Road and sneaks 
under the road, curling from left 
to right and right to left eight 
times before it passes behind the 
stables, then cuts through the 
underbrush, crosses Black Star 
Canyon Road and fi nally joins 
the Santiago Creek, which gently 
fl ows down to Irvine Lake.

The highway is the Silverado 
Creek, and its travelers are the 
raccoons, foxes, deer, bobcats, 
possums, rabbits, pumas and 
countless other creatures that live 
and travel in the creek.  They are 
our neighbors and share the can-
yon with us. They respect you. 
They want and deserve your re-
spect in return.

For the past three months, I 
have been placing trail cameras 
in the streambed and under the 
bridges. In most locations, wild 
animals pass and trigger my cam-
eras at least once every night. 
Most common are raccoons, 
rabbits and rodents. Upcanyon, 
I have found more foxes, and 
downcanyon, more coyotes. Deer 
like the more remote and quiet 
areas, such as Big Oak Canyon 
and the “Riviera.”  Raccoons do 
better near human habitations 
where they can beg and forage in 
gardens.  Others (bobcats, rabbits, 
squirrels, possums, wood rats, 
mice, voles) are distributed all 
along the stream, from the Maple 
Springs gate to the Black Star 
Canyon Road underpass.   Let me 
introduce you to a few of your 
neighbors.

Mrs. Raccoon and her chil-
dren.  Every evening since Sept. 
1, this single mother and her 
brood of four have been travel-
ing the highway between the Ha-
zel Bell Bridge and my home on 
Shady Brook. She leads her chil-
dren, searching for frogs, insects, 
mice and garden produce.  She 
fi rst checks out the menu before 
allowing her kits to dine.  On one 

occasion, she passed in front of 
one of my cameras going down-
stream with only three out of her 
four offspring in tow.  Two min-
utes later, the same camera caught 
her returning upstream to fi nd her 
wayward child and bring him 
safely home. What an intelligent 
and loving mom.

Lord Fox takes his privacy 
seriously. I learned this when he 
angrily capsized a trail camera, 
turning it upside down and urinat-
ing on it. Here, in a better mood, 
he is enjoying a sip of sweet Sil-
verado Creek water near Halfway 
Canyon. He usually travels the 
highway solo, but occasionally 
can be seen with a companion.

Duchess Deer enjoys morning 
strolls in the streambed near Big 
Oak Canyon. The grass and tree 
leaves, that make up most of her 
diet, are green there.  She uses 
her keen nose and large beauti-
ful eyes to constantly check for 
her mortal enemies, His and Her 
Majesty Puma and gun-toting 
hunters.  Here she is in a frantic 
gallop, after having scented dan-
ger in the wind.

King and Queen Puma are 
rarely seen. Their population in 
the Santa Ana Mountains is in 
danger of extinction, largely due 
to fatal attempts to cross high-
ways and freeways. I was happy 
to get an image of them at a wet 
spot in the stream. Fortunately, 
they have some good friends in 
the canyons at the Earthroots 
Field School and the Irvine Ranch 
Conservancy.  Despite what you 
might think, they rarely attack 
humans. Learn more about them 
at the Mountain Lion Founda-
tion website, and there are great 
photos at orangcountyoutdoors.
com. There is lots of information 
and an opportunity to donate at 
camountainlions.com.

To browse videos of creek in-
habitants, see detranophotos.com, 
or contact robert@chinacal.org.

Robert Detrano is a retired car-
diologist and missionary doctor 
who has returned from China and 
Burma to his cottage in Silverado 
Canyon.  Detrano has fallen in 
love with his wild neighbors and 
is working to protect them and 
their habitat. He wrote this story 
prior to the canyon fi re.

Students learn 
life lessons

El Rancho Charter Middle 
School students are learning to 
cook thanks to live classes from 
Home Ec teacher Marcy Hail. 
She shares a pre-recorded video 
while zooming with the students. 
The students are also learning life 
skills: how to sew a button, hem, 
fold a fi tted sheet, write a resume, 
do laundry and more.   
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Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801073

Ron Esparza, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C79663

827 S. Tustin Ave
Orange, CA  92866
Bus: 714-505-3400

ron@ronesparza.com

1. Reinvest in another 6% WFS alternative
2. Invest elsewhere

6% Alternative 36-Month Term
• $50,000 Minimum Investment
• 3-Year Commitment
• 6% Per Year Return (Paid Monthly)
• Security: Secured Promissory Note
• Exit • Exit Strategy: After 3 years, when             
   your money is liquid, you will have        
   the option to:

RETIREMENT I WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Since 1968

12419 Lewis Street, Suite 101
Garden Grove, CA 92840

714-705-1900
www.wilson-financial.com

Heart of Shadowland
Residential Care Facility for The Elderly 

Administrators & Licensee Facility #306001441
Karen Fields & Jan Soule’

(714) 710-9020
(714) 724-5186
klsfields@yahoo.com

Modjeska Canyon 28342 Shadowland, Silverado, CA 92676

Happy New Year and welcome 
to real estate, COVID-style

In 2020, home prices gained 
in our local market -- even dur-
ing a pandemic. You’re probably 
wondering, how could that be 
possible?

As COVID hit our shores, we 
were unsure of the severity and 
nature of this beast and real estate 
went into a panic.

Homes for sale remained on the 
market, escrows were canceled 
and both sellers and buyers were 
concerned. 

Luckily, realtors were consid-
ered essential workers and were 
quickly given strict guidelines to 
follow so that we could continue 
to help sellers and buyers, who 
had to sell or buy for one reason 
or another, maneuver through 
the process. Open houses were 
precluded, virtual showings in-
creased, but in-person visits are 
still necessary.

Here are just a few of those 
guidelines, in no particular order. 

Realtors representing buyers 
must submit a California Asso-
ciation of Realtors form PEAD-V 

to the listing agent before entry 
is allowed. That is, the Property 
Entry Advisory and Declaration-
Visitor form, agreeing to take all 
reasonable and necessary precau-
tions, such as washing hands, 
wearing a mask, practicing social 
distancing, and avoiding touching 
surfaces or items in the property. 

There is also a similar form for 
sellers that puts the risks of COV-
ID front and center. Sellers must 
indicate that they are not cur-
rently, or within the past 14 days, 
knowingly affl icted with COVID, 
and have no symptoms. 

Some of the seller’s precau-
tions are: a sign, or signs, posted 
near the home’s entry with COV-
ID guidelines; masks at all times 
during the showing; gloves are 
also on the list, as well as dispos-
able shoe covers, hand sanitizers, 
disinfectant wipes and spray dis-
infectants. 

As we fi re up 2021, expect to 
see more of the same: masked 
shoppers looking at a neighbor’s 
home for sale near you.

Maurice 
“Maury” Ross

1932-2020
Retired Tustin Unifi ed School 

District Superintendent Dr. Mau-
rice “Maury” Ross passed away 
on Dec. 1.  He was 88 years old. 

Ross worked in education for 
nearly 45 years, and served as 

TUSD superintendent from 1977-
1990.  Due to his leadership, test 
scores went up, facility needs 
were addressed, a comprehen-
sive curriculum development was 
in place, and new programs ad-
dressed the changing ethnicity in 
the district. Ross guided the dis-
trict through some tough times, 
which included declining student 
enrollment, nine school closures 
and budgetary issues. Upon his 
retirement in 1990, Ross left be-
hind a fi nancially stable school 
district and a fi nancial agreement 
with the Irvine Company to fund 
new schools (Tustin Ranch and 
parts of Irvine) that was the envy 
of other school districts.

Ross continued his career at the 
University of Southern California 
as an Assistant Dean of Education 
for eight years, until his fi nal re-
tirement in 1999.

Through all the challenges and 
successes, Ross remained strong 
and steady, with a focus on stu-

dent achievement and academic 
excellence. He always believed in 
“surrounding yourself with qual-
ity people and liking your job.”  
His favorite motto was “be pre-
pared.”

Prior to joining TUSD, Ross 
served as superintendent of the 
Norwalk-La Mirada Unifi ed 
School District in Los Angeles 
County, and principal of Villa 
Park High and McPherson Junior 
High in Orange.  He was also an 
assistant principal at El Modena. 

Before his administrative expe-
rience, he was a teacher of biol-
ogy, science and physical educa-
tion, as well as a football coach at 
Polytechnic High School in Long 
Beach; and a biology teacher, 
P.E. instructor and athletic coach 
at Arlington and Pawnee High 
Schools in Illinois. 

Ross received his commission 
as an ensign in the U.S. Navy in 
1953, and served as an engineer-
ing offi cer on the USS LSM 448 
and maintenance offi cer at the 
U.S. Naval Magazine in Guam. 
He returned to inactive duty in 
1955 with the rank of Lt. j.g. 

A graduate of Western Illinois 
University, Ross earned his bach-
elor’s degree in biology and phys-
ical education and his master’s 
degree in public school adminis-
tration. He received his doctorate 
in administration and curriculum 
from UCLA.  

Ross and his wife Gloria lived 
in North Tustin for 56 years. Dur-
ing the 1980s, he served as presi-
dent of the Tustin Chamber of 
Commerce and Tustin-Santa Ana 
Rotary Club.  He was named Tu-
stin Area Man of the Year by the 
chamber in 1984 for his dedica-

tion and valuable contributions to 
public education and the Tustin 
Unifi ed community.

Ross is survived by his wife 
of 67 years; daughters Suzan 
Stahr and Jennifer Bain, and son 
Michael Ross – all graduates of 
Foothill High School; his brother 
Tom Ross; daughter-in-law Raine 
Ross; sons-in-law Rick Stahr and 
Tom Bain; fi ve grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren. 

Cards may be sent to TUSD 
Communications Offi ce, 300 
South C Street, Tustin 92780, and 
will be forwarded to the family.

Dr. Claude 
Wiseman
1933-2020

Retired Tustin Unifi ed School 
District administrator and teacher 
Dr. Claude Wiseman passed away 
on Dec. 3.  He was 87 years old.

Wiseman worked in education 
for 23 years – all in Tustin Uni-
fi ed.  He joined the district in 
1968 as a science teacher at Foot-
hill High.  In 1986, he became a 
teacher on special assignment in 
science at the district offi ce.  He 
also served as acting assistant 
principal at Tustin High School.  

In 1988, Wiseman was promoted 
to assistant principal at Tustin 
High and remained at the school 
until his retirement in 1991.

Wiseman earned his bachelor’s 
degree in biology and master’s 
degree in chemistry at Chapman 
University.  He received his doc-
torate in biochemistry from West-
ern Colorado University.

Upon his retirement, Wiseman 
enjoyed woodworking (making 
model cars, planes and wind-
mills), spending time with his 
family and supporting worthy 
causes, including the Wounded 
Warrior Project.   When not in his 
workshop, Dr. Wiseman tended 
his garden of fl owers and fruit 
trees through hydroponics.   He 
moved to Arizona in 2004. 

Wiseman is survived by his 
wife Suzy, and his four children 
and their spouses: Sheryl Van 
Nostran (Dennis), Melanie Ev-
ans (El Rico), Stacey Morrow 
(Denny), and Mark Wiseman 
(Holly), 12 grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren.  His daugh-
ter Melanie is a special day class 
teacher in TUSD and has taught 
at Foothill and Tustin High – the 
same schools as her father. 

Cards can be sent to Melanie 
Evans at THS, 1171 El Camino 
Real, Tustin, CA 92780.
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