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SAVE 
WATER

OPA annual meeting slated
The Orange Park Association’s 

annual general membership 
meeting will be held Saturday, 
Jan. 31 at Salem Church, 6500 E. 
Santiago Canyon Rd. 

The doors open at 8 a.m. for 
coffee and donuts, an opportunity 
to visit community partners who 
will have display tables, and pay 
new and renewing membership 
dues. 

The meeting begins promptly 
at 9 a.m. with a state of OPA pre-

sentation. Nominations for and 
the election of new board direc-
tors commences at 10 a.m. Each 
year, the terms for three board 
directors end. An important fo-
cus of the annual meeting is to 
fill those seats. The newly elected 
directors will be announced prior 
to adjournment.  

Visit info@orangeparkacres.
org or call the OPA Hotline (714) 
900-2OPA(672) for more infor-
mation.

OCWD captures 5.6 billion gallons of water 
during recent storms

The November storms that 
brought approximately 3.5 inches 
of rain to the region allowed the 
Orange County Water District 
(OCWD) to capture more than 
5.6 billion gallons of Santa Ana 
River stormwater that will be re-
charged into the Orange County 
Groundwater Basin. 

The groundwater basin, man-
aged by OCWD, provides ap-
proximately 85% of the drinking 
water supply for 2.5 million peo-
ple in north and central Orange 
County. 

“Our planning and investments 
are turning rain into reliable drink-
ing water,” said OCWD President 
Denis Bilodeau. “OCWD staff 
maintain and improve our re-
charge systems all year, so they 
are ready when storms arrive. 
That work is paying off by cap-
turing every drop we can.”

A large portion of these storm-
water flows is held behind Prado 
Dam in Riverside County. This 
stormwater capture is possible be-
cause of OCWD’s long-standing 

partnership with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE). 

USACE operates Prado Dam 
and allows stormwater to be held 
longer and released at controlled 
rates so OCWD can safely move 
it down the Santa Ana River and 
store the water underground. 

Santa Ana River stormwater 
capture is a key part of OCWD’s 
strategy to increase the use of lo-
cal water. By using more storm-
water, OCWD reduces the need 
to buy imported water, which can 
be more expensive and less reli-
able.

OCWD’s and USACE’s ability 
to capture stormwater has been 
further improved by the Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations 
(FIRO) at Prado Dam. FIRO uses 
advanced weather forecasts and 
data to better understand the size, 
timing, and path of storms and 
atmospheric rivers. This allows 
dam operators to safely hold more 
water when conditions allow and 
maximizes what is sent to OCWD 
to be stored underground.

Orange council tweaks criteria 
for sale of fireworks

Safe and sane fireworks sales 
in Orange will remain much the 
same as last year, with a few 
tweaks to the permitting process 
approved by the city council, 
Dec. 9.

A discussion on that topic at 
November's meeting left three 
issues without resolution: the 
number of available permits; the 
length of time they would cover; 
and whether affiliated nonprofits 
could apply for individual per-
mits.

The council agreed to continue 
offering 12 permits. Jon Dumitru 
wanted to up the ante to 15, but 
was agreeable to keeping it to 12.   
The recommendation at the last 
meeting had been to reduce the 
number to eight, because some 
booths did not do as well as oth-
ers. That could be remedied by 
moving booth locations.  

Of the 12 permits, four will be 
offered to the four high schools in 
Orange. Last year, Richland High 
opted out. If Richland declines 
a permit this year, that one, the 
council decided, will be given to 
the Orange Community Founda-
tion.

Permits will be given for two 
years, with those nonprofits sub-
sequently excluded for the next 
two years. Mayor Dan Slater and 

Councilmember Ana Gutierrez 
favored a one-year program in the 
interest of fairness to all.  They, 
however, deferred to points made 
by Dumitru and Arianna Barrios, 
that two years gave nonprofits a 
chance to change locations, train 
volunteers and generate a good 
funding foundation. A two-year 
stand-down period allows greater 
opportunities for others.

During last year’s permitting 
process, staff received applica-
tions from separate groups affili-
ated with umbrella organizations.  
Those affiliated groups were de-
nied if a permit had already been 
granted to the larger organization.  
A high school, for example, may 
have booster clubs, band support-
ers, extracurricular organizations, 
all of whom might want to apply 
for a permit.  

The council opted to keep af-
filiated organizations out of the 
mix, if the umbrella group had 
received a permit. Since each Or-
ange high school will get a per-
mit, it is up to them to identify the 
beneficiary of the fireworks sales. 

The council vote was unani-
mous. The deadline for permit 
applications, moved up during 
the November meeting, is Jan. 
5. The lottery drawing will take 
place in March.

Crawford Canyon Park opens
Crawford Canyon Park offi-

cially opened with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, Nov. 20, ending 
seven years of delays and missed 
deadlines.

Located at the northwest cor-
ner of Crawford Canyon Road 
and Newport Avenue in North 
Tustin, the 2.5-acre park includes 
two playgrounds, a quarter-mile 
walkway, exercise stations, large 
grassy space, 11 parking spaces, 
a wood pedestrian bridge and pic-
nic tables. 

The park was originally con-
ceived in 2018, when a developer 
promised the county it would 
help fund the park if its Clearwa-
ter Senior Living facility on New-
port Avenue was approved. The 
county approved the project that 
year and received $850,000 in 
park fees. Completion was origi-
nally determined to be “within a 
few years.” 

Before construction could be-
gin on the park, however, the 
county determined that sidewalks 
along Crawford Canyon Road 
should be extended to provide 
better access for pedestrians and 
bike riders. 

That task required separate 
planning, permitting, and a re-
quest for bids from contractors, 
which required approval from the 
Board of Supervisors. The county 
still expected construction of the 

sidewalks, and park, to be com-
pleted by early 2023.  

The pandemic slowed every-
thing down, creating a backlog 
that pushed the bidding process 
for park construction into 2024. 
A contract was finally awarded 
in April 2024 and authorization 
to proceed given in June. Com-
pletion was slated for 320 days 
hence, or spring 2025. Ground 
was broken in August 2024.  

Once grading began, the con-
tractor found that additional fill 
dirt was needed, thus requiring a 

change order and additional fund-
ing from the county. That approv-
al was secured in January 2025, as 
was an additional 23 days allowed 
for grading.

Total cost for the park was $6.3 
million, paid for with district 
funds earmarked for county park 
improvements, maintenance and 
operations.

Crawford Canyon Park will be 
open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the fall and winter and from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. in the spring and 
summer.

The long-awaited community park at Newport Avenue and Crawford 
Canyon Road officially opened Nov. 20.

The new park features play areas, walkways, exercise stations and picnic 
tables.

Stormwater collected by OCWD

Photos by Tony Richards
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jefmaddock.com

Budget friendly graphic design services,
 brochures, logos/rebrands, ads, websites, forms, 

 signs, digital marketing and more since 2013.

714.608.2040  y  jef@ jefmaddock.com

Stephanie Tourtellotte
27 years of Real Estate & Mortgage Services 

Buying or Selling? 
Thorough home valuations for sellers & 
expert guidance for buyers!
www.sternerhomes.com
949.529.1708 DRE # 01251193 

Purchase, Refinance
& Reverse Mortgages

2140 W. Chapman Ave., #260
Orange, CA 92868
mulberrystreetmortgage.com
pdmortg@msn.com

Office	 (714)	289-0047
Text/Cell	 (714)	501-0639

Pam Dunn
NMLS#	281526
CA	LIC#	603J651

(714) 306-9803
www.OCcleantruck.com

VEHICLES OVER 14,000 POUNDS    2013 AND NEWER

CLEAN TRUCK CHECK 
INSPECTIONS 

MOTORHOME/DIESEL PUSHERS

CLEAN TRUCK CHECK 
INSPECTIONS 

MOTORHOME/DIESEL PUSHERS

MOBILE SERVICEMOBILE SERVICE

We accept Credit Cards

714-814-4440 cell

FREE ESTIMATES • LOW-LOW $$$

•Recessed Lighting • Fluorescent • Troubleshooting 
• 240vOutlets • Breakers/Rewiring 

• Switches/Fans/Spas • Panel Upgrades

Residential • Commercial
Industrial

email: promptelectricservice@yahoo.com
State License C10, 390275

60 day drain guarantee • Clean, Neat and Professional • Leak Detection Water & Gas • Drain Camera 
Inspection & Location • Pipe Re Lining/ Trenchless Sewer Repair 
• Hydro Jetting • Copper and Pex Repiping  Tankless Water Heater Specialist 
• Water Heaters • Slab Leaks 
• Bonded • Insured • References
 

Family owned and operated •18 years plumbing in OC
 Lifetime north Tustin resident

FREE ESTIMATESLicense Ca 938498 714-541-4400

24 HOUR SERVICE • 2 YEAR GUARANTEE ON WORK
It’s what we do

TERMITE CONTROL - WOOD REPAIRS
PEST CONTROL 

FREE INSPECTIONSFREE INSPECTIONS
714-635-5111714-635-5111

SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL BUSINESS
Tell them you saw 

them in the 
Foothills Sentry!

The 31st Annual Tree Lighting and Candlelight Procession in 
Orange was narrated by Vikki Murphy, whose remarks included 
a tribute to her late husband and Orange civic leader Mark 
Murphy. The music of the Orange Community Master Chorale 
and orchestra was directed by Michael Short. 

The annual Tustin Christmas Tree Lighting and Holiday Stroll 
included a snow village highlighted by a sledding hill. The 
event, held on Dec. 5, in Old Town, included holiday vendors, 
food trucks, and live entertainment for all ages.

The Orange American Legion Auxiliary 132 and 
Emblem Club 418 attracted 104 players to an 
ugly sweater bunco night at the American Le-
gion, Dec. 8. The event featured door prizes and 
gift baskets donated by members. Event Chair-
man Amelia Castro and volunteer Vicki Chaisson 
show off their ugly sweaters, top, while Emblem 
Club Marshal Jan Genelle and President Laurie 
Padilla demonstrate the spirit, below.
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OPA annual meeting slated
The Orange Park Association’s 

annual general membership 
meeting will be held Saturday, 
Jan. 31 at Salem Church, 6500 E. 
Santiago Canyon Rd. 

The doors open at 8 a.m. for 
coffee and donuts, an opportunity 
to visit community partners who 
will have display tables, and pay 
new and renewing membership 
dues. 

The meeting begins promptly 
at 9 a.m. with a state of OPA pre-

sentation. Nominations for and 
the election of new board direc-
tors commences at 10 a.m. Each 
year, the terms for three board 
directors end. An important fo-
cus of the annual meeting is to 
fill those seats. The newly elected 
directors will be announced prior 
to adjournment.  

Visit info@orangeparkacres.
org or call the OPA Hotline (714) 
900-2OPA(672) for more infor-
mation.

OCWD captures 5.6 billion gallons of water 
during recent storms

The November storms that 
brought approximately 3.5 inches 
of rain to the region allowed the 
Orange County Water District 
(OCWD) to capture more than 
5.6 billion gallons of Santa Ana 
River stormwater that will be re-
charged into the Orange County 
Groundwater Basin. 

The groundwater basin, man-
aged by OCWD, provides ap-
proximately 85% of the drinking 
water supply for 2.5 million peo-
ple in north and central Orange 
County. 

“Our planning and investments 
are turning rain into reliable drink-
ing water,” said OCWD President 
Denis Bilodeau. “OCWD staff 
maintain and improve our re-
charge systems all year, so they 
are ready when storms arrive. 
That work is paying off by cap-
turing every drop we can.”

A large portion of these storm-
water flows is held behind Prado 
Dam in Riverside County. This 
stormwater capture is possible be-
cause of OCWD’s long-standing 

partnership with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE). 

USACE operates Prado Dam 
and allows stormwater to be held 
longer and released at controlled 
rates so OCWD can safely move 
it down the Santa Ana River and 
store the water underground. 

Santa Ana River stormwater 
capture is a key part of OCWD’s 
strategy to increase the use of lo-
cal water. By using more storm-
water, OCWD reduces the need 
to buy imported water, which can 
be more expensive and less reli-
able.

OCWD’s and USACE’s ability 
to capture stormwater has been 
further improved by the Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations 
(FIRO) at Prado Dam. FIRO uses 
advanced weather forecasts and 
data to better understand the size, 
timing, and path of storms and 
atmospheric rivers. This allows 
dam operators to safely hold more 
water when conditions allow and 
maximizes what is sent to OCWD 
to be stored underground.

Orange council tweaks criteria 
for sale of fireworks

Safe and sane fireworks sales 
in Orange will remain much the 
same as last year, with a few 
tweaks to the permitting process 
approved by the city council, 
Dec. 9.

A discussion on that topic at 
November's meeting left three 
issues without resolution: the 
number of available permits; the 
length of time they would cover; 
and whether affiliated nonprofits 
could apply for individual per-
mits.

The council agreed to continue 
offering 12 permits. Jon Dumitru 
wanted to up the ante to 15, but 
was agreeable to keeping it to 12.   
The recommendation at the last 
meeting had been to reduce the 
number to eight, because some 
booths did not do as well as oth-
ers. That could be remedied by 
moving booth locations.  

Of the 12 permits, four will be 
offered to the four high schools in 
Orange. Last year, Richland High 
opted out. If Richland declines 
a permit this year, that one, the 
council decided, will be given to 
the Orange Community Founda-
tion.

Permits will be given for two 
years, with those nonprofits sub-
sequently excluded for the next 
two years. Mayor Dan Slater and 

Councilmember Ana Gutierrez 
favored a one-year program in the 
interest of fairness to all.  They, 
however, deferred to points made 
by Dumitru and Arianna Barrios, 
that two years gave nonprofits a 
chance to change locations, train 
volunteers and generate a good 
funding foundation. A two-year 
stand-down period allows greater 
opportunities for others.

During last year’s permitting 
process, staff received applica-
tions from separate groups affili-
ated with umbrella organizations.  
Those affiliated groups were de-
nied if a permit had already been 
granted to the larger organization.  
A high school, for example, may 
have booster clubs, band support-
ers, extracurricular organizations, 
all of whom might want to apply 
for a permit.  

The council opted to keep af-
filiated organizations out of the 
mix, if the umbrella group had 
received a permit. Since each Or-
ange high school will get a per-
mit, it is up to them to identify the 
beneficiary of the fireworks sales. 

The council vote was unani-
mous. The deadline for permit 
applications, moved up during 
the November meeting, is Jan. 
5. The lottery drawing will take 
place in March.

Crawford Canyon Park opens
Crawford Canyon Park offi-

cially opened with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, Nov. 20, ending 
seven years of delays and missed 
deadlines.

Located at the northwest cor-
ner of Crawford Canyon Road 
and Newport Avenue in North 
Tustin, the 2.5-acre park includes 
two playgrounds, a quarter-mile 
walkway, exercise stations, large 
grassy space, 11 parking spaces, 
a wood pedestrian bridge and pic-
nic tables. 

The park was originally con-
ceived in 2018, when a developer 
promised the county it would 
help fund the park if its Clearwa-
ter Senior Living facility on New-
port Avenue was approved. The 
county approved the project that 
year and received $850,000 in 
park fees. Completion was origi-
nally determined to be “within a 
few years.” 

Before construction could be-
gin on the park, however, the 
county determined that sidewalks 
along Crawford Canyon Road 
should be extended to provide 
better access for pedestrians and 
bike riders. 

That task required separate 
planning, permitting, and a re-
quest for bids from contractors, 
which required approval from the 
Board of Supervisors. The county 
still expected construction of the 

sidewalks, and park, to be com-
pleted by early 2023.  

The pandemic slowed every-
thing down, creating a backlog 
that pushed the bidding process 
for park construction into 2024. 
A contract was finally awarded 
in April 2024 and authorization 
to proceed given in June. Com-
pletion was slated for 320 days 
hence, or spring 2025. Ground 
was broken in August 2024.  

Once grading began, the con-
tractor found that additional fill 
dirt was needed, thus requiring a 

change order and additional fund-
ing from the county. That approv-
al was secured in January 2025, as 
was an additional 23 days allowed 
for grading.

Total cost for the park was $6.3 
million, paid for with district 
funds earmarked for county park 
improvements, maintenance and 
operations.

Crawford Canyon Park will be 
open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the fall and winter and from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. in the spring and 
summer.

The long-awaited community park at Newport Avenue and Crawford 
Canyon Road officially opened Nov. 20.

The new park features play areas, walkways, exercise stations and picnic 
tables.

Stormwater collected by OCWD

Photos by Tony Richards
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LOVE WATER. SAVE WATER.

Thank you for your conservation 
e�orts, you’ve done a 
tremendous job! Continue to 
commit to save water as a 
lifestyle change. It’s the right 
thing to do.

Miller site, across the street from 
Nicky Way. The remainder of the 
route crosses the former landfill, 
traverses Santiago Creek via a 
temporary landbridge, and then 
on to the acreage slated for devel-
opment.  The landbridge has been 
approved by the Army Corps 
of Engineers; the fill operation 
needed to construct the road has 
been approved by the Santa Ana 
Water Quality Control Board and 
the Local Enforcement Agency 
(LEA). 

Mabury misgivings
The alternate route follows the 

same path from the 55, turns on 
Cannon to Serrano, then down 
Yellowstone through Mabury 
Ranch to the construction site.  
The builder estimates the hauling 
operation will take 240 truck trips 
(maximum) per day for up to six 
months.  Trucks will work from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Despite the council’s expected 
approval of the routes, the deci-
sion was not without stumbling 
blocks raised by the public.  Resi-
dents of Mabury Ranch attended 
the council meeting and sent 
emails urging councilmembers 
to reject the route through their 
neighborhood.  

“Our community will be dras-
tically affected by this,” Kelley 
Herbeck said. “There are health 
and safety issues and noise pollu-
tion. Please don’t approve this.”

“Our residential streets were 
never designed to handle 240 
truck trips a day,” Adam  Howard 
pointed out. “There are insuffi-
cient safeguards for our neigh-
borhood. There will be houses 
shaking and risks of collision.”  

Mabury HOA President Na-
than Swanek advised council 
members that they should, as a 
priority, protect the residents of 
Orange.

A road not taken
Mayor Pro Tem Denis Bilodeau 

and Councilmembers Jon Dumi-
tru and Ana Gutierrez separately 

"Dirt"
continued from page 1

Scenario 1
Haul Route

Scenario 2
Haul Route

Alan Velasco named City of 
Orange Fire Chief

Alan Velasco will serve as Fire 
Chief for the City of Orange, ef-
fective Jan. 30. He replaces Sean 
deMetropolis, who retired Jan. 29 
after three decades of service.

Velasco previously served as a 
battalion chief and has been with 
the Orange City Fire Department 
for 25 years. As Fire Chief, Velas-
co will oversee eight fire stations 
providing all-hazards emergency 
response across 27 square miles. 
Each year, Orange City Fire re-
sponds to more than 18,000 inci-
dents, including residential fires, 
traffic accidents and medical 
emergencies. 

“It’s a privilege to be select-
ed to lead the department I’ve 
called home for nearly 25 years,” 
said Velasco. “I’m committed to 
building on Chief deMetropolis’s 
legacy and continuing our focus 
on readiness, professionalism, 
and service to the Orange com-
munity.” 

Orange seeking sponsors for 
nation’s 250th birthday event
As America approaches its 

250th anniversary, the City of 
Orange is planning a Semiquin-
centennial Celebration in the 
Park on July 3 at Hart Park. The 
celebration will feature  live mu-
sic, entertainment, family activi-
ties and a special commemorative 
ceremony. 

The city invites businesses, 
organizations and individuals to 

help make USA 250 Celebration 
in the Park successful by becom-
ing a sponsor of this free com-
munity event.   Sponsorship op-
portunities range from $20,000 
to $500 and provide meaningful 
recognition while directly fund-
ing the celebration. Full spon-
sorship details, benefits and con-
tact information are available at 
cityoforange.org/250sponsor.

assured Mabury residents that 
they had read all of their emails 
and agreed with them. Dumitru 
advised that the Mabury Ranch 
scenario was the second option 
that would be triggered only by 
extreme circumstances.  “The 
goal is not to go down Yellow-
stone,” he said. “but there has to 
be an alternative.”

D.R. Horton Vice President 
Daniel Boyd emphasized that 
having a Plan B is necessary for 
any project and that’s what the 
Mabury route is. “We detest that 
route,” he said. “I hope we never 
have to go there. I agree with the 
community 100 percent, but we 
need to get this thing done and 
built.”

The primary route also had its 
critics. Villa Park Mayor Jordan 
Wu and Mayor Pro Tem Rob-
ert Frackelton reported that they 
had just learned about the route 
down Villa Park Road that morn-
ing, and asked the council for a 
continuance to give them time to 
speak to the builder and work out 
traffic and road damage issues for 
their city.

Be nice to your neighbors
“We have a number of con-

cerns,” Frackelton said. “Noise, 
traffic, road wear and tear. This 
haul route goes right through Vil-
la Park; 240 trips per day is one 
truck every one to two minutes 
for six months. We have residents 
and an elementary school there. 
You have provisions for safety 
inspections, street sweeping, hot 
patch repair for your own roads, 
but nothing for Villa Park.  

“In 2019, for a different devel-
opment, we came up with a plan 
together, which included a cross-
ing guard on Villa Park Road,” 
Frackelton recalled. “Villa Park 
was part of the conversation.  
This time we weren’t invited to 
the party. At the very least, we 
should be added to the indemnity 
agreement. But what we’d really 
like is to be part of the conversa-
tion.”

Mayor Wu reiterated Frackel-
ton’s points. “Orange has devel-
oped this route going through Vil-
la Park, and we were not invited 

to discuss it. Please continue this 
item to allow Villa Park to be part 
of the conversation.  Allow us to 
talk to the developer. “

Good will
Denis Bilodeau subsequently 

asked if the traffic, road clean-up 
and pothole concessions granted 
to Orange applied to Villa Park.  
The answer was no.

In that case, he said, we should 
ask the builder to extend that 
courtesy to our neighbors. Mi-
lan representative Christopher 
Nichelson was quick to advise the 
council and Villa Park officials 
that it would certainly extend the 
same conditions to that city. He 
exchanged handshakes with Wu 
and Frackelton, indicating the 
deal would be made.

Boyd went a step further. He 
assured the council and the audi-
ence that his company’s priority 
is to do things right and be sensi-
tive to the needs of the communi-

ty. “This is the first project we’ve 
had in Orange, and we want to 
be invited back,” he said. “If we 
need a crossing guard at that loca-
tion, we’re there.”

Contaminates considered
Dru Whitefeather took a sec-

ond shot at the primary route. 
He is part of a group of East Or-
ange residents who have stayed 
in touch with LEA and the Water 
Board to monitor contaminants in 
the mounds of debris that popu-
late the Sully-Miller site. He ex-
pressed his concerns that portions 
of Stockpile H, which was found 
to contain some contaminants, 
was going to be used to build the 
haul road through the property.  
He advocated the Mabury Ranch 
route to avoid the risk of airborne 
particulates and impacts on San-
tiago Canyon Road and Salem 
School. He also noted that agen-
cies have not finished testing the 
mounds on the site.

The Water Board did, however, 
approve moving the top portion 
of Stockpile H to other areas on 
the site. The lower 10 feet of the 
stockpile will not be disturbed be-
cause it contains asbestos.  While 
the Water Board said it preferred 
clean fill to construct the earthen 
bridge, it will allow 1,275 cubic 
yards from the upper portion to 
be used to construct the on-site 
route. 

The board requires that no vis-
ible dust is observed during grad-
ing and relocation, that material 
from Stockpile H is prevented 
from migrating offsite, and that 
“regardless of where the fill ma-
terial is sourced from, the board 
may require sampling of the haul 
route fill area in the future.”

With the council fully behind 
protections for Villa Park and as-
surances that the route through 
Mabury Ranch is a last resort, it 
gave its unanimous approval to 
both haul routes.

Chief Alan Velasco

Preferred haul route from 55 Freeway to Sully-Miller property. 

Alternate haul route goes through Mabury Ranch.
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Residential ball court banished
By Carrie Graham

One Villa Park resident's life is 
about to get a little quieter after 
the city council denied his permit 
request for a pickleball court on 
his property. 

Pickleball, a net sport similar 
to tennis, has seen a marked in-
crease in interest over the past 
few years. Unlike tennis, pickle-
ball uses a white plastic ball simi-
lar to a whiffle ball. 

The homeowner, Dominic 
Milan, was hoping to secure a 
conditional use permit for the 
recreational court constructed on 
his property on Old Lamplighter 
Lane. However, city council had 
two complaints: for noise, and an 
overall disregard for the process. 
He had built the court without a 
city permit, and was now asking 
for one after the fact.

A report prepared by city staff 
asserts that the average pickleball 
court has an ambient noise level 
of around 60 decibels within 100 
feet of the court, and up to 70 
decibels when a ball makes con-
tact with the paddle. Both exceed 
the city ordinances that limit resi-
dential noise to 55 decibels be-
tween the hours of 7 a.m. and 10 
p.m., and 50 decibels overnight. 

Lance Friedman, a resident liv-
ing within a 300-foot radius of 
the court, said that he and other 
neighbors didn’t really mind the 
noise, it was the lighting that was 
a problem. The court featured six 
20-foot poles topped with LED 
lights, three along the east side of 
the court and three on the west. 

“I live two houses north of the 
pickleball court,” Friedman said. 
“We don't have a problem with 
the court. It's the lights, because 
the resident plays way past 10 

p.m. and those lights are on.” 
While acknowledging the po-

tential for noise, Milan refuted 
that the lights were a nuisance. 

”The lights were actually re-
moved over a month ago,” he 
said. “All of them. We have no 
lights on there.” He also pointed 
out that without lights, he can’t 
play after sundown anymore, so 
late night sound and light are no 
longer an issue. 

Milan’s points were moot 
though. While Mayor Nicol Jones 
and Councilmember Crystal 
Miles had to recuse themselves 
due to the proximity of their own 
homes to the court, the three re-
maining members were in agree-
ment: that’s just not how things 
are done in Villa Park. 

“There's the Villa Park way 
of doing things, and then there's 
the other way of doing things,” 
advised Councilmember Robert 
Frackelton. “The Villa Park way 
of doing things is to come to city 
staff, either yourself or your con-
tractor, and ask, ‘can I do this?’  
Whether it's building an ADU, or 
a court, or a second story, or what-
ever.”

City staff said they knew noth-
ing about the court until after it 
was completed, he added, and 
"we're now trying to work back-
wards to fix what was already 
there.” 

Councilman Kelly McBride 
shared Frackelton's sentiments. “I 
think there's been a history of dis-
regarding the neighbors and the 
city ordinances for how we build 
in Villa Park, so I'm concerned if 
we give this approval, we're going 
to be revisiting complaints.” 

Frackelton, McBride and May-
or Pro Tem Jordan Wu voted to 
deny Milan’s permit.

Nonprofits agree to produce and finance city of 
Orange traditional holiday celebrations 

By Tina Richards

With the City of Orange fac-
ing a major budget deficit, it was 
forced to abandon its sponsorship 
of annual holiday celebrations, 
that, to some, defined the city’s 
connection with its residents. In 
making the decision to forego 
Treats in the Streets, The Tree 
Lighting Ceremony and Third of 
July fireworks, the city council 
expressed the hope that a local 
foundation or nonprofit would 
agree to take over those events.

For Treats in the Streets and 
the Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
that wish has come true.  The 
Orange International Street Fair, 
Inc. (OISF), has signed an agree-
ment with the city to take over 
responsibility for the fall and 
winter celebrations. OISF, which 
produces the annual International 
Street Fair held in Old Towne Or-
ange, reached an agreement with 
the city to take over Treats in the 
Streets last April. 

In May, it advised the city that 
it was prepared to take on the 
Tree Lighting as well.  The April 
agreement was subsequently 
amended to include the Decem-
ber celebration and that restated 
agreement was approved by a 
unanimous vote of the city coun-
cil, Aug. 12.

Last year, Treats in the Streets 
was saved from the budget axe by 
the Old Towne Preservation As-
sociation, led by Brandy Romero, 
who launched a fundraising cam-
paign to pay for it. Those efforts 
not only allowed the event to 
continue, but generated a surplus.  
That $9,563 was presented to 
OISF to help with this October’s 
candyfest. 

The annual Tree Lighting at the 
Orange Plaza, held on the first 
Sunday in December, also contin-
ued last year, despite the budget 
cuts. The event's long-time center-
piece, the Orange Master Chorale, 
led by Director Michael Short, 
agreed to take on full responsibil-
ity for the 2024 ceremony.  

While OISF will produce the 
fair going forward, the Orange 
council insisted that the tradition 
established by the Master Chorale 
and Michael Short remain intact.  
Adam Feliz, OISF president, as-
sured the council that he and 
Short had already had that discus-
sion and agreed that the Chorale 
would remain a central contribu-
tor to the event.

Under the agreement, OISF 
will reimburse the city for actual 
costs (police, fire, staff time); the 
Plaza will close to vehicular traf-
fic at 2 a.m.; the ceremony will 
commence at 5:15 p.m. and end 

at 7 p.m. The Plaza is expected to 
reopen to traffic at midnight. 

The organizers intend to in-
clude a Christmas Market at this 
year’s event, with holiday crafts 
and food vendors onsite begin-
ning at 10 a.m. There was some 
discussion at the council meeting 
regarding the sale of alcohol at the 
Christmas Market, but whether it 
becomes part of the festivities or 
not remains up in the air. 

Although not on the city’s 
chopping block, the Orange May 
Parade will be reinstated next year 
under the auspices of the Orange 
Chamber of Commerce Founda-
tion. The May Parade was held 
every year from 1933 to 1991 to 
mark the beginning of the Va-
lencia orange packing season. It 
was reestablished in 2019 by the 
Orange Chamber of Commerce, 
which organized and financed the 
parade until this year.  The 2025 
parade was cancelled because the 
original production agreement 
ended Dec. 31, 2024 and it was 
not immediately renewed. 

The new agreement, also ap-
proved by the city council Aug. 
12,  gives the Orange Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation the exclu-
sive right to produce the parade 
until Dec. 31, 2030. It will reim-
burse the city for all associated 
costs. 

The Wall That Heals coming to Orange

The Wall That Heals team members are, from left, John Schutz, escort di-
rector;  Susan Wood, CFO; Diana Trujillo, events director; Chris Locke, 
executive director; Dana Redding, executive assistant; Doug Redding, 
president.

A traveling, three-quarter scale 
replica of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, known as The Wall 
That Heals, is scheduled to be in 
Orange, from Oct. 2-5. The ex-
hibit will be located at Grijalva 
Park and is free and open to the 
public 24 hours a day.

The Wall That Heals hon-
ors the more than three million 
Americans who served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces during the 
Vietnam War and bears the names 
of the 58,281 men and women 
who made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Alongside the Wall is a mobile 
Education Center, which tells 
the story of the Vietnam War and 
the original memorial. The cen-
ter also features several special 
displays, including Hometown 
Heroes, which highlights local 
service members listed on the 
Wall; the In Memory Honor Roll, 
which honors Vietnam veterans 
from California who have since 
passed away; the Gold Star Bike, 
a tribute to mothers who lost sons 
in the war; and a display of items 
left at the original memorial in 
Washington, D.C.

Doug Redding, president of 
The Wall That Heals Orange - 
2025, reports that he is honored 
to bring the exhibit to Orange, 
a community that "truly under-
stands the meaning of service, 
sacrifice and remembrance." He 
thanked the dedicated team of 
volunteers who worked tirelessly 
to bring the Wall to the commu-
nity: Veterans Susan Wood, CFO; 
Chris Locke, executive director; 
Michael Carter, secretary; and 

John Schutz, escort director, as 
well as Orange residents Dana 
Redding and Diana Trujillo. Red-
ding also noted that the exhibit 
offers a "powerful opportunity for 
healing and connection."

The event begins on Tuesday, 
Sept. 30, with an honorary escort 
procession hosted by American 
Legion Posts 328 and 132. Mo-

torcycle riders will travel from 
Norco to Grijalva Park and will 
be joined by the City of Orange 
Fire Department's Hook and Lad-
der truck, which will be flying a 
large American flag. The public is 
encouraged to welcome the riders 
along the route.

The official opening ceremony 
will be on Thursday, Oct. 2. The 
Wall will remain accessible to 
visitors 24/7 until the closing cer-
emony on Sunday, Oct. 5, at 1:30 
p.m.

The Wall That Heals Orange 
- 2025 is a 501(c)(3) composed 
of local veterans and volunteers. 
The national tour is sponsored 
by USAA, with additional sup-
port from the Truckload Carri-
ers Association and Blue Bea-
con. For more information, visit 
TheWallThatHealsOrange-2025.
org.
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Learn more at eocwd.com

SAVE 
WATER

OPA annual meeting slated
The Orange Park Association’s 

annual general membership 
meeting will be held Saturday, 
Jan. 31 at Salem Church, 6500 E. 
Santiago Canyon Rd. 

The doors open at 8 a.m. for 
coffee and donuts, an opportunity 
to visit community partners who 
will have display tables, and pay 
new and renewing membership 
dues. 

The meeting begins promptly 
at 9 a.m. with a state of OPA pre-

sentation. Nominations for and 
the election of new board direc-
tors commences at 10 a.m. Each 
year, the terms for three board 
directors end. An important fo-
cus of the annual meeting is to 
fill those seats. The newly elected 
directors will be announced prior 
to adjournment.  

Visit info@orangeparkacres.
org or call the OPA Hotline (714) 
900-2OPA(672) for more infor-
mation.

OCWD captures 5.6 billion gallons of water 
during recent storms

The November storms that 
brought approximately 3.5 inches 
of rain to the region allowed the 
Orange County Water District 
(OCWD) to capture more than 
5.6 billion gallons of Santa Ana 
River stormwater that will be re-
charged into the Orange County 
Groundwater Basin. 

The groundwater basin, man-
aged by OCWD, provides ap-
proximately 85% of the drinking 
water supply for 2.5 million peo-
ple in north and central Orange 
County. 

“Our planning and investments 
are turning rain into reliable drink-
ing water,” said OCWD President 
Denis Bilodeau. “OCWD staff 
maintain and improve our re-
charge systems all year, so they 
are ready when storms arrive. 
That work is paying off by cap-
turing every drop we can.”

A large portion of these storm-
water flows is held behind Prado 
Dam in Riverside County. This 
stormwater capture is possible be-
cause of OCWD’s long-standing 

partnership with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE). 

USACE operates Prado Dam 
and allows stormwater to be held 
longer and released at controlled 
rates so OCWD can safely move 
it down the Santa Ana River and 
store the water underground. 

Santa Ana River stormwater 
capture is a key part of OCWD’s 
strategy to increase the use of lo-
cal water. By using more storm-
water, OCWD reduces the need 
to buy imported water, which can 
be more expensive and less reli-
able.

OCWD’s and USACE’s ability 
to capture stormwater has been 
further improved by the Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations 
(FIRO) at Prado Dam. FIRO uses 
advanced weather forecasts and 
data to better understand the size, 
timing, and path of storms and 
atmospheric rivers. This allows 
dam operators to safely hold more 
water when conditions allow and 
maximizes what is sent to OCWD 
to be stored underground.

Orange council tweaks criteria 
for sale of fireworks

Safe and sane fireworks sales 
in Orange will remain much the 
same as last year, with a few 
tweaks to the permitting process 
approved by the city council, 
Dec. 9.

A discussion on that topic at 
November's meeting left three 
issues without resolution: the 
number of available permits; the 
length of time they would cover; 
and whether affiliated nonprofits 
could apply for individual per-
mits.

The council agreed to continue 
offering 12 permits. Jon Dumitru 
wanted to up the ante to 15, but 
was agreeable to keeping it to 12.   
The recommendation at the last 
meeting had been to reduce the 
number to eight, because some 
booths did not do as well as oth-
ers. That could be remedied by 
moving booth locations.  

Of the 12 permits, four will be 
offered to the four high schools in 
Orange. Last year, Richland High 
opted out. If Richland declines 
a permit this year, that one, the 
council decided, will be given to 
the Orange Community Founda-
tion.

Permits will be given for two 
years, with those nonprofits sub-
sequently excluded for the next 
two years. Mayor Dan Slater and 

Councilmember Ana Gutierrez 
favored a one-year program in the 
interest of fairness to all.  They, 
however, deferred to points made 
by Dumitru and Arianna Barrios, 
that two years gave nonprofits a 
chance to change locations, train 
volunteers and generate a good 
funding foundation. A two-year 
stand-down period allows greater 
opportunities for others.

During last year’s permitting 
process, staff received applica-
tions from separate groups affili-
ated with umbrella organizations.  
Those affiliated groups were de-
nied if a permit had already been 
granted to the larger organization.  
A high school, for example, may 
have booster clubs, band support-
ers, extracurricular organizations, 
all of whom might want to apply 
for a permit.  

The council opted to keep af-
filiated organizations out of the 
mix, if the umbrella group had 
received a permit. Since each Or-
ange high school will get a per-
mit, it is up to them to identify the 
beneficiary of the fireworks sales. 

The council vote was unani-
mous. The deadline for permit 
applications, moved up during 
the November meeting, is Jan. 
5. The lottery drawing will take 
place in March.

Crawford Canyon Park opens
Crawford Canyon Park offi-

cially opened with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, Nov. 20, ending 
seven years of delays and missed 
deadlines.

Located at the northwest cor-
ner of Crawford Canyon Road 
and Newport Avenue in North 
Tustin, the 2.5-acre park includes 
two playgrounds, a quarter-mile 
walkway, exercise stations, large 
grassy space, 11 parking spaces, 
a wood pedestrian bridge and pic-
nic tables. 

The park was originally con-
ceived in 2018, when a developer 
promised the county it would 
help fund the park if its Clearwa-
ter Senior Living facility on New-
port Avenue was approved. The 
county approved the project that 
year and received $850,000 in 
park fees. Completion was origi-
nally determined to be “within a 
few years.” 

Before construction could be-
gin on the park, however, the 
county determined that sidewalks 
along Crawford Canyon Road 
should be extended to provide 
better access for pedestrians and 
bike riders. 

That task required separate 
planning, permitting, and a re-
quest for bids from contractors, 
which required approval from the 
Board of Supervisors. The county 
still expected construction of the 

sidewalks, and park, to be com-
pleted by early 2023.  

The pandemic slowed every-
thing down, creating a backlog 
that pushed the bidding process 
for park construction into 2024. 
A contract was finally awarded 
in April 2024 and authorization 
to proceed given in June. Com-
pletion was slated for 320 days 
hence, or spring 2025. Ground 
was broken in August 2024.  

Once grading began, the con-
tractor found that additional fill 
dirt was needed, thus requiring a 

change order and additional fund-
ing from the county. That approv-
al was secured in January 2025, as 
was an additional 23 days allowed 
for grading.

Total cost for the park was $6.3 
million, paid for with district 
funds earmarked for county park 
improvements, maintenance and 
operations.

Crawford Canyon Park will be 
open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the fall and winter and from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. in the spring and 
summer.

The long-awaited community park at Newport Avenue and Crawford 
Canyon Road officially opened Nov. 20.

The new park features play areas, walkways, exercise stations and picnic 
tables.

Stormwater collected by OCWD

Photos by Tony Richards
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Past, present, pests, 
preparation and politics

Historic Silverado
January’s Inter-Canyon League 

(ICL) meeting began with a multi-
media time-travel History Com-
mittee hydrology-meets-memory 
report from Scott Breeden. His 
archival, photographic, and ar-
cheological interests also engage 
oral history and seem to involve 
forensic hiking. Breeden’s eso-
teric investigation, not to be con-
fused with strolling up and down 
Silverado Canyon Road, resulted 
in discovery of remnants of a 
once-prominent elevated con-
crete pipeline, apparently con-
necting Holtze Ranch via Ladd 
Canyon to the creek nearly 100 
years ago. Now broken and bur-
ied in pieces, it would once have 
been a defining feature of Silvera-
do life, a local landmark now lost 
in hillside scrub but documented 
by Breeden in recovered images. 
Interviews with locals, vintage 
photos, and an AI-generated re-
construction of a long-ago local 
landmark delighted meeting at-
tendees. Fans of Breeden and the 
work of the ICL History Commit-
tee hope to organize a public pro-
gram featuring highlights from its 
archives. 

In other ICL news, Friends of 
the Library announced a celebra-
tory program featuring the life 
and work of a local legend. Ti-
tled “Leo Hetzel in Pictures and 
Words: How I Became a Photo-
journalist,” Modjeska resident 
and former Station 16 volunteer 
Hetzel will share a narrated sur-
vey highlighting his portfolio of 
images taken over 50 years. Het-
zel’s award-winning work (often 
featured in galleries and books) 
includes photojournalism from 
his career at the Long Beach 

Press-Telegram but also travel 
(South America and Africa) and 
surf photography, nature images, 
and, of course, many document-
ing canyon life. 

Mary Schreiber of Fire Safe 
Council reminded attendees of 
the still-pending finalization of  
protocols around the newly ad-
opted statewide Zero Zone. Im-
plications for California rural 
homeowners are potentially both 
profound and weirdly quotidian, 
with the new law requiring re-
moval of all combustibles within 
five feet of what the state calls a 
domicile, or what you call your 
home. Details, including defini-
tions and specifications about 
potted plants, outbuildings, and 
temporary structures, are under 
discussion with actual enforce-
ment a whole other can, or per-
haps pot, of worms. Local real-
tors are already legally required 
to “disclose” an extensive list of 
relevant property details, this one 
now part of the new defensible 
space feature. 

Katie Kirkland, hero of the re-
cent Silverado Country Fair and 
new fair chairperson, announced 
an initial early organizing meeting 
for this year’s annual celebration 
and fundraiser, welcome news to 
the tireless, but likely very tired, 
ICL Chair Geoff Sarkissian, who 
has helmed the event with outgo-
ing chair Jane Bove. 

Mike Boeck offered little good 
news, but them’s the breaks when 
you are our canyons’ singular 
full-time GSOB activist. At least 
three newly identified areas of 
Silverado are now confirmed as 
infested, resulting in the removal 
of one very old and iconic oak. 
Meanwhile, what to do when the 

bugs are discovered in a small 
grove on a property owned by an 
absentee owner who seems un-
willing to take action? 

Word count/words count
From our Congressional rep-

resentative in response to my 
modest online comment suggest-
ing that she release a statement, 
provide a press announcement, 
or otherwise weigh in on the kid-
napping of a head of state, almost 
universally identified as violating 
both U.S. and international law: 

“While we may not see eye-to- 
eye on this issue, I believe those 
responsible for illicit drug traf-
ficking that has claimed countless 
American lives should be held 
accountable to the fullest extent 
of the law, and I look forward to 
receiving additional information 
from the Administration as this 
matter proceeds.”

I called Rep. Young Kim’s 
office to ask exactly what that 
means, and to ask for comment 
on Venezuela, Iran, ICE raids, the 
Epstein files, and the murder of 
Renee Nicole Good. I also won-
dered why the Congressmem-
ber’s comment box limits long-
winded constituents like me to 
150 words. The youthful sound-
ing phone staffer opined that this 
word limit policy was instituted 
to encourage more concise com-
munication. And he indicated 
that Kim had indeed expressed 
her concern about the tragedy of 
Good’s death. Where, I asked, 
and to whom? To her staff, he 
said. Suddenly our conversation 
became concise indeed after I 
asked, identifying myself also as 
a columnist for a local indepen-
dent community paper, if I could 
quote him or go on the record 
with this answer. No.

As a purely objective measure 
(and not ideological or political at 
all -- not much anyway) I contact-
ed the office of Representative 
David Min of the nearby district. 
I checked. His staffer checked. 
You can check. His website of-
fers a more generous allowance 
of 500 words. 

Good times
Cultural and political messag-

ing in our canyons community 
(signs, flags, banners, leaflets) in-
vites thoughtful engagement at its 
best and vandalism or disappear-
ance at its less appealing. Sym-
bolic discourse is part of a demo-
cratic conversation. Unadorned 
photos of murdered Minneapolis 
civil rights activist, legal observ-
er, poet, and mother Renee Nicole 
Good (1988-2026) stapled to oak 
trees, signposts, and a community 
bulletin board were torn down or 

ripped up within hours of that ef-
fort to quietly memorialize her. 
Discouraging, yes, but wait: a 
day later somebody found pieces 
of her portrait and carefully reaf-
fixed them, creating an instant art 
collage, a meditation on empa-
thy, humanity, co-existence and 
peaceful resistance.

Bibliophilia 
Library of the Canyons staff-

er Marilyn reminds patrons of 
the branch’s new seed library: 
“Come in and look through our 
seed binder for options. Check 
out up to three seed varieties per 
month--yours to keep! No returns 
necessary, but let us know how it 
grows!”

Anticipate a program on local 
backyard gardening and land-
scaping best practices, with an 
eye toward native species, xeri-
scapic drought and fire-resistant 
species. 

February’s book club is "Five 
Presidents: My Extraordinary 
Journey with Eisenhower, Ken-
nedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford" 
by longtime Secret Service agent 
Clint Hill, whose assignment was 
the White House, where he served 
through war, assassination, 
and resignation. The following 
month’s selection offers fictional 
intrigue with Ellery Lloyd’s "The 
Final Act of Juliette Willoughby."

Other reliably interesting pro-
gramming for February includes 
the Thursday, Feb. 26 (11 a.m.) 
Irvine Ranch Conservancy (IRC) 
presentation on bats with an IRC 
docent leading a talk, a walk on 
the trail, and a craft project on the 
winged mammals. 

On Saturday, Feb. 28 (11 a.m.) 
you can learn sloyd, a Swedish 
paper craft using simple geomet-
ric shapes to make handicrafts, 
perhaps even bat-shaped! It en-
hances manual dexterity, hand-
eye coordination, and preps for 
woodwork and sewing so might 
be fun, not just for recommended 

ages 5-12, but for parents and 
grandparents, too.

Not horsin’ around
Joanne Hubble reports the ap-

proval of a new county-wide 
equine evacuation program: Or-
ange County Animal Response 
Team (OCART). Introduced two 
years ago by intrepid horse own-
er/safety advocates Bill Klovstad 
and Dee Dee Friedrich, it was re-
cently signed by Supervisor Wag-
ner and facilitated by staffers Tara 
Campbell and Scott Voight. OC-
ART is now a county-recognized 
official entity. Hubble and OC-
ART invite canyon participation, 
including two types of trainings: 

“The first option will be abbre-
viated for those who were mem-
bers of San Juan Capistrano’s 
Large Animal Response Team 
(LART) or have other relevant 
experience in handling and trans-
porting large animals to safety. 

"Option two will be classes and 
training for those new to the pro-
gram who may not yet feel com-
fortable in handling or transport-
ing large animals.” Organizers 
want “our entire team to all be on 
the same page so that we can all 
work together to the best of our 
abilities.” Contact them to join 
that team and sign up for train-
ing. Bill Klovstad: billklovstad@
gmail.com or Dee Dee Friedrich: 
d2bridn@aol.com.

Steer Clear
Steve Kerrigan of Silverado 

Fire Station 14 reports rocks fall-
ing into the parking lot after early 
January’s big rains, requiring the 
attention of heavy equipment, in-
cluding an OCFA skid-steer load-
er. That’s the good part. “Down-
side,” says Kerrigan, “we are not 
allowed to use the parking lot 
until Risk Management approves 
its use. So, no public access to 
the parking lot, which is coned 
off.” He hopes for full access in a 
month or so. 

Many canyonites paid tribute to Renee Good, while others disparaged 
the sentiment.
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Orange Elks 
hold memorial 

service

Orange Elks Lodge 1475 me-
morialized 23 of its members 
who have passed away during the 
year; of those, eight were veter-
ans.

The memorial service, held the 
first week in December, honored 
"Our Absent Members," so that 
they are not forgotten. 

The service was presided over 
by Exalted Ruler Kelley Mar-
tinez, who, by tradition, asked 
each officer, “What offering do 
you dedicate to our altar for their 
memory?” 

The offerings included the For-
get-Me-Not, typifying charity, 
which teaches us to remember 
only the good that has been done. 
Then Amaranth, the emblem of 
immortality, the just reward of 
true and upright lives. The final 
offering of the Clinging Ivy is a 
symbol of brotherly love. 

The Exalted Ruler offers fidel-
ity that embraces all the offer-
ings. It inculcates devotion as the 
Forget-Me-Not, everlasting as 
the Amaranth, and constant as the 
Clinging Ivy.

As the Lodge secretary reads 
each name, the Chaplain lights a 
candle, and the Esquire presents a 
Bible to the family of the absent 
member. 

Members of the Central Orange County Democratic Club collected toys for Operation Santa Claus, which 
provides gifts and toys to children and teens who are abandoned, neglected, and/or abused and are placed 
in foster care in Orange County. The group also collected food, clothing and blankets for the local home-
less community. Donations were given to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Tustin, which provides care and 
services to the homeless. Above, left, club member Ronna Sarvas Weltman and club Chair Frank Gomez 
display the cache of collected toys.  At right, Gomez with food donations. 

The Orange Elks Lodge 1475 
welcomes new members each 
month, who are integral to the 
success of Elks programs. 

The December class was just in 
time to help with the many holiday 
programs the Elks undertake each 
year to make the season bright for 

as many people as they can. 
The Elks Christmas Basket 

project supports 200 low-income 
families with food, toys, pet food 
and a gift card. The goal, as in past 
years, was to hand out 200 Christ-
mas baskets (boxes) to families 
with young children to help make 

The December class of new Orange Elks in Lodge 1475.

the holidays more magical.
The Orange Elks also host a 

Christmas Party for children, with 
lunch, crafts, cookie decorating, 
games and a gift from Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. 

The Emblem Club is collecting 
gently used purses and personal Central OC 

Dems to 
feature writer
The Central Orange County 

Democratic Club will host "The 
Nation" magazine writer Sasha 
Abramsky at its Wednesday, Jan. 
28 meeting.

In addition to speaking about 
the state of the nation, Abramsky 
will sign copies of his newest 
book, "American Carnage: How 
Trump, Musk and DOGE Butch-
ered the U.S. Government."   
Snacks and shmooze at 6:30 p.m., 
general meeting at 7 p.m. RSVP 
to CentralOCDems@gmail.com, 
is required to attend. 

Anyone wanting to connect 
with fellow Democrats, get in-
formed, learn how to be an activ-
ist, increase community involve-
ment, and hobnob with a  group 
of friendly people, is welcome to 
join Central OC Dems. Meetings 
are held on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month in Tustin. 

From left, Joanne Hubble, canyon community representative; Bill Klovstad, El Rodeo Rescue; Dee Dee Fried-
rich, president, Yorba Linda Country Riders; Supervisor Don Wagner; and Sherry Panttaja, president, Orange 
Park Association

Large animal rescue gets funding boost

Supervisor Don Wagner has 
allocated $75,000 of discretion-
ary funding to support the new 
Orange County Animal Rescue 
Team (OCART). 

OCART will be a trained vol-
unteer team dedicated to assisting 
with large animals during emer-
gencies, especially wildfires, 
throughout Orange County. It 
will operate under a Plan of Co-
operation with the county.

Wagner’s office has been work-
ing with the equestrian communi-
ty to develop a county-supported 
program to help with large animal 
evacuations.  

The new volunteer group fills  
a gap left in 2023 when the San 
Juan Capistrano Large Animal 
Rescue Team stopped providing 
resources countywide.

Long time coming
“I am very thankful to Super-

visor Wagner for pushing this 
through and making sure it came 
to fruition,” said Sherry Pant-
taja, president of the Orange 
Park Association. “This is some-
thing we’ve been working on for 
many years, so that we can help 
neighborhoods throughout Or-
ange County and make them feel 

like they’ve got somewhere to go 
when there is a fire.”

 “It’s very important to make 
sure that the animals are taken 
care of and to get out early. In or-
der to do that, we needed to have 
a good team in place, and now 
we finally have one,” said Joanne 
Hubble, canyon community rep-
resentative. “Thanks to Don and 
his team, the hard work of Bill 
and Dee Dee, we got it done.”

The funds approved will cover 
costs related to insurance, train-
ing supplies, a rescue trailer, vol-
unteer equipment and other nec-
essary materials. 

care items, such as lip gloss, 
combs, hand sanitizer, etc., for 
Joanie’s Purse Project, which will 
distribute the bags to disadvan-
taged women.

Offerings in honor of Elks' absent 
members

Orange Elks welcome new members just in time for the holidays
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OPA annual meeting slated
The Orange Park Association’s 

annual general membership 
meeting will be held Saturday, 
Jan. 31 at Salem Church, 6500 E. 
Santiago Canyon Rd. 

The doors open at 8 a.m. for 
coffee and donuts, an opportunity 
to visit community partners who 
will have display tables, and pay 
new and renewing membership 
dues. 

The meeting begins promptly 
at 9 a.m. with a state of OPA pre-

sentation. Nominations for and 
the election of new board direc-
tors commences at 10 a.m. Each 
year, the terms for three board 
directors end. An important fo-
cus of the annual meeting is to 
fill those seats. The newly elected 
directors will be announced prior 
to adjournment.  

Visit info@orangeparkacres.
org or call the OPA Hotline (714) 
900-2OPA(672) for more infor-
mation.

OCWD captures 5.6 billion gallons of water 
during recent storms

The November storms that 
brought approximately 3.5 inches 
of rain to the region allowed the 
Orange County Water District 
(OCWD) to capture more than 
5.6 billion gallons of Santa Ana 
River stormwater that will be re-
charged into the Orange County 
Groundwater Basin. 

The groundwater basin, man-
aged by OCWD, provides ap-
proximately 85% of the drinking 
water supply for 2.5 million peo-
ple in north and central Orange 
County. 

“Our planning and investments 
are turning rain into reliable drink-
ing water,” said OCWD President 
Denis Bilodeau. “OCWD staff 
maintain and improve our re-
charge systems all year, so they 
are ready when storms arrive. 
That work is paying off by cap-
turing every drop we can.”

A large portion of these storm-
water flows is held behind Prado 
Dam in Riverside County. This 
stormwater capture is possible be-
cause of OCWD’s long-standing 

partnership with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE). 

USACE operates Prado Dam 
and allows stormwater to be held 
longer and released at controlled 
rates so OCWD can safely move 
it down the Santa Ana River and 
store the water underground. 

Santa Ana River stormwater 
capture is a key part of OCWD’s 
strategy to increase the use of lo-
cal water. By using more storm-
water, OCWD reduces the need 
to buy imported water, which can 
be more expensive and less reli-
able.

OCWD’s and USACE’s ability 
to capture stormwater has been 
further improved by the Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations 
(FIRO) at Prado Dam. FIRO uses 
advanced weather forecasts and 
data to better understand the size, 
timing, and path of storms and 
atmospheric rivers. This allows 
dam operators to safely hold more 
water when conditions allow and 
maximizes what is sent to OCWD 
to be stored underground.

Orange council tweaks criteria 
for sale of fireworks

Safe and sane fireworks sales 
in Orange will remain much the 
same as last year, with a few 
tweaks to the permitting process 
approved by the city council, 
Dec. 9.

A discussion on that topic at 
November's meeting left three 
issues without resolution: the 
number of available permits; the 
length of time they would cover; 
and whether affiliated nonprofits 
could apply for individual per-
mits.

The council agreed to continue 
offering 12 permits. Jon Dumitru 
wanted to up the ante to 15, but 
was agreeable to keeping it to 12.   
The recommendation at the last 
meeting had been to reduce the 
number to eight, because some 
booths did not do as well as oth-
ers. That could be remedied by 
moving booth locations.  

Of the 12 permits, four will be 
offered to the four high schools in 
Orange. Last year, Richland High 
opted out. If Richland declines 
a permit this year, that one, the 
council decided, will be given to 
the Orange Community Founda-
tion.

Permits will be given for two 
years, with those nonprofits sub-
sequently excluded for the next 
two years. Mayor Dan Slater and 

Councilmember Ana Gutierrez 
favored a one-year program in the 
interest of fairness to all.  They, 
however, deferred to points made 
by Dumitru and Arianna Barrios, 
that two years gave nonprofits a 
chance to change locations, train 
volunteers and generate a good 
funding foundation. A two-year 
stand-down period allows greater 
opportunities for others.

During last year’s permitting 
process, staff received applica-
tions from separate groups affili-
ated with umbrella organizations.  
Those affiliated groups were de-
nied if a permit had already been 
granted to the larger organization.  
A high school, for example, may 
have booster clubs, band support-
ers, extracurricular organizations, 
all of whom might want to apply 
for a permit.  

The council opted to keep af-
filiated organizations out of the 
mix, if the umbrella group had 
received a permit. Since each Or-
ange high school will get a per-
mit, it is up to them to identify the 
beneficiary of the fireworks sales. 

The council vote was unani-
mous. The deadline for permit 
applications, moved up during 
the November meeting, is Jan. 
5. The lottery drawing will take 
place in March.

Crawford Canyon Park opens
Crawford Canyon Park offi-

cially opened with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, Nov. 20, ending 
seven years of delays and missed 
deadlines.

Located at the northwest cor-
ner of Crawford Canyon Road 
and Newport Avenue in North 
Tustin, the 2.5-acre park includes 
two playgrounds, a quarter-mile 
walkway, exercise stations, large 
grassy space, 11 parking spaces, 
a wood pedestrian bridge and pic-
nic tables. 

The park was originally con-
ceived in 2018, when a developer 
promised the county it would 
help fund the park if its Clearwa-
ter Senior Living facility on New-
port Avenue was approved. The 
county approved the project that 
year and received $850,000 in 
park fees. Completion was origi-
nally determined to be “within a 
few years.” 

Before construction could be-
gin on the park, however, the 
county determined that sidewalks 
along Crawford Canyon Road 
should be extended to provide 
better access for pedestrians and 
bike riders. 

That task required separate 
planning, permitting, and a re-
quest for bids from contractors, 
which required approval from the 
Board of Supervisors. The county 
still expected construction of the 

sidewalks, and park, to be com-
pleted by early 2023.  

The pandemic slowed every-
thing down, creating a backlog 
that pushed the bidding process 
for park construction into 2024. 
A contract was finally awarded 
in April 2024 and authorization 
to proceed given in June. Com-
pletion was slated for 320 days 
hence, or spring 2025. Ground 
was broken in August 2024.  

Once grading began, the con-
tractor found that additional fill 
dirt was needed, thus requiring a 

change order and additional fund-
ing from the county. That approv-
al was secured in January 2025, as 
was an additional 23 days allowed 
for grading.

Total cost for the park was $6.3 
million, paid for with district 
funds earmarked for county park 
improvements, maintenance and 
operations.

Crawford Canyon Park will be 
open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the fall and winter and from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. in the spring and 
summer.

The long-awaited community park at Newport Avenue and Crawford 
Canyon Road officially opened Nov. 20.

The new park features play areas, walkways, exercise stations and picnic 
tables.

Stormwater collected by OCWD

Photos by Tony Richards
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able.
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to capture stormwater has been 
further improved by the Forecast 
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(FIRO) at Prado Dam. FIRO uses 
advanced weather forecasts and 
data to better understand the size, 
timing, and path of storms and 
atmospheric rivers. This allows 
dam operators to safely hold more 
water when conditions allow and 
maximizes what is sent to OCWD 
to be stored underground.

Orange council tweaks criteria 
for sale of fireworks

Safe and sane fireworks sales 
in Orange will remain much the 
same as last year, with a few 
tweaks to the permitting process 
approved by the city council, 
Dec. 9.

A discussion on that topic at 
November's meeting left three 
issues without resolution: the 
number of available permits; the 
length of time they would cover; 
and whether affiliated nonprofits 
could apply for individual per-
mits.

The council agreed to continue 
offering 12 permits. Jon Dumitru 
wanted to up the ante to 15, but 
was agreeable to keeping it to 12.   
The recommendation at the last 
meeting had been to reduce the 
number to eight, because some 
booths did not do as well as oth-
ers. That could be remedied by 
moving booth locations.  

Of the 12 permits, four will be 
offered to the four high schools in 
Orange. Last year, Richland High 
opted out. If Richland declines 
a permit this year, that one, the 
council decided, will be given to 
the Orange Community Founda-
tion.

Permits will be given for two 
years, with those nonprofits sub-
sequently excluded for the next 
two years. Mayor Dan Slater and 
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favored a one-year program in the 
interest of fairness to all.  They, 
however, deferred to points made 
by Dumitru and Arianna Barrios, 
that two years gave nonprofits a 
chance to change locations, train 
volunteers and generate a good 
funding foundation. A two-year 
stand-down period allows greater 
opportunities for others.

During last year’s permitting 
process, staff received applica-
tions from separate groups affili-
ated with umbrella organizations.  
Those affiliated groups were de-
nied if a permit had already been 
granted to the larger organization.  
A high school, for example, may 
have booster clubs, band support-
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filiated organizations out of the 
mix, if the umbrella group had 
received a permit. Since each Or-
ange high school will get a per-
mit, it is up to them to identify the 
beneficiary of the fireworks sales. 

The council vote was unani-
mous. The deadline for permit 
applications, moved up during 
the November meeting, is Jan. 
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place in March.

Crawford Canyon Park opens
Crawford Canyon Park offi-

cially opened with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, Nov. 20, ending 
seven years of delays and missed 
deadlines.

Located at the northwest cor-
ner of Crawford Canyon Road 
and Newport Avenue in North 
Tustin, the 2.5-acre park includes 
two playgrounds, a quarter-mile 
walkway, exercise stations, large 
grassy space, 11 parking spaces, 
a wood pedestrian bridge and pic-
nic tables. 

The park was originally con-
ceived in 2018, when a developer 
promised the county it would 
help fund the park if its Clearwa-
ter Senior Living facility on New-
port Avenue was approved. The 
county approved the project that 
year and received $850,000 in 
park fees. Completion was origi-
nally determined to be “within a 
few years.” 

Before construction could be-
gin on the park, however, the 
county determined that sidewalks 
along Crawford Canyon Road 
should be extended to provide 
better access for pedestrians and 
bike riders. 

That task required separate 
planning, permitting, and a re-
quest for bids from contractors, 
which required approval from the 
Board of Supervisors. The county 
still expected construction of the 

sidewalks, and park, to be com-
pleted by early 2023.  

The pandemic slowed every-
thing down, creating a backlog 
that pushed the bidding process 
for park construction into 2024. 
A contract was finally awarded 
in April 2024 and authorization 
to proceed given in June. Com-
pletion was slated for 320 days 
hence, or spring 2025. Ground 
was broken in August 2024.  

Once grading began, the con-
tractor found that additional fill 
dirt was needed, thus requiring a 

change order and additional fund-
ing from the county. That approv-
al was secured in January 2025, as 
was an additional 23 days allowed 
for grading.

Total cost for the park was $6.3 
million, paid for with district 
funds earmarked for county park 
improvements, maintenance and 
operations.
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open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
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The long-awaited community park at Newport Avenue and Crawford 
Canyon Road officially opened Nov. 20.

The new park features play areas, walkways, exercise stations and picnic 
tables.

Stormwater collected by OCWD

Photos by Tony Richards
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The best of the 
life of the canyons

Canyon Station 16 volunteer 
firefighters Vicki and Bob Schei-
bel received their 35-year service 
awards on Nov. 19. Just another 
Wednesday night for two stal-
warts who’ve gone out on count-
less rescues, patrols and fire 
calls. The reliably modest couple 
thanked 100 assembled commu-
nity members for, no kidding, 
“their opportunity to serve,” as 
did Senior Reserve Officer Bruce 
Newell. 

Firefighter Ron Smith was in-
troduced by Newell as the eve-
ning’s “opening act.”  This bit of 
civic deadpan from the reliably 
sincere, polite and stoic Newell 
cracked up the grateful crowd. 
Smith, no slacker himself, re-
ceived his 15-year service award, 
with both Silverado and Modjes-
ka neighbors acknowledging vol-
unteerism and goodwill in this 
secular community assembly of 
spirit. 

Carry on
Faithful meeting-attender, 

note-taker and regular canyon 
walker Scott Breeden reports new 
speed limits posted and, presum-
ably, potentially or only theoreti-
cally enforced in Silverado Can-
yon now: 45 mph from Santiago 
Canyon Road to the Polo Club, 

then 35 mph until Ladd Canyon 
Road, where it’s 25 mph. 

At the December Inter-Canyon 
League (ICL) meeting, Trabuco 
Canyon resident Elizabeth Og-
den reminded attendees of the 
Canyon Wildlife Initiative, an 
Instagram site she founded to 
promote road safety for animals. 
She recommends the California 
Roadkill Observation System 
(CROS) which features live data 
feeds and a Real-time Deer Inci-
dents & Wildlife-Vehicle Conflict 
(WVC) Hotspots map. Create an 
account on the UC Davis Website 
and report a dead animal before 
it becomes unidentifiable carrion.  
The website is dedicated to help 
wildlife experts identify vehicle 
vs. animal incident hotspots. Use 
your cell phone to document the 
death and upload to CROS, add-
ing written observations and lo-
cation at wildlifecrossing.net

Here, kitty
At the same meeting, Silvera-

do's Julie Williamson reported 
that two more collared moun-
tain lions, Toro and Honey, were 
found dead, not by automobile 
but disease. Two kittens in the 
wild seem to be thriving. Reflec-
tive tape is now affixed to radio 
collars used to track cougars so 

drivers, perhaps now driving 
slower, will see them better at 
night.

Live lions
On Wednesday, Jan. 7 at 5 p.m., 

the Book Group of the Canyons 
discusses Lisa Wingate’s "Shel-
terwood," a novel confronting 
the theft of both Native American 
land rights and indigenous chil-
dren. 

ICL's Friends of the Library 
committee funded dancers for 
this year's traditional – untradi-
tional, meaning early! – Lunar 
New Year celebration, preparing 
us for the actual start of the Year 
of the Fire Horse. See Lion Danc-
ers perform Saturday, Jan. 17, 11 
a.m. – 12:20 p.m., followed by a 
crafts activity. Chúc mừng năm 
mới! 

If I were an eagle
We leave history reports to 

Breeden and the ICL History 
Committee, but as a relative new-
bie (only 22 years and just paid 
off our mortgage!), I’d never 
heard local singer-songwriter Ja-
son Richards’ tribute to our region 
until a recent community gather-
ing. Richards, a much-recorded 
and versatile performer, allowed 
me to share his song’s lyrics. Do 
sing along. (Maybe leave yodel-
ing to the professionals!)

“Madame Modjeska” 
If I were an eagle on Saddle-

back Mountain, I’d fly to the 
heavens and call out your name:

Silverado, Trabuco, Black Star, 
Modjeska, are just a few canyons 
this old mountain claims.

And if I were a grizzly on Sad-
dleback Mountain, I’d run with 
the holy away from the gun.

No wonder they named it old 
Holy Jim Canyon, the last grizzly 

died there when my grandad was 
young.

(Chorus) Madame Modjeska, 
yeah, you lived the best of the life 
of the canyons that we love to-
day. Nestled in the mountains of 
oranges and blossoms, “The For-
est of Arden” she called it those 
days.

And if I were an outlaw on 
Saddleback Mountain that stole 
lots of gold near the Mission San 
Juan, I’d ride up the canyon of 
Madame Modjeska, the legend of 
Juan Flores still livin’ on.

And if I were the spirit of Ma-
dame Modjeska, a pioneering 
woman of superstar fame, I’d 
sing through the canyons of the 
Forest of Arden, my heart and my 
soul would sing out her name. 

Her destiny tested us, punished 
and blessed us, “The Forest of 
Arden” she called it those days.

In memoriam
OC Parks noted the late Beth 

Newell’s contributions to cele-
brating Madame Mo: “For nearly 
30 years, she dedicated close to 
2,000 hours as a historic docent at 
Arden.” Helena Modjeska Foun-
dation resident Victor Scherr 
announced addition of New-
ell’s name to a commemorative 
plaque. Donations in her name 
fund a future project. 

Cultural commentary
Vermiculture: the cultivation of 

worms. Vermicomposting: using 
worms to convert organic waste 
into nutrient-rich compost. 

Not sure which a Modjeska 
local was talking about when he 
accepted his recent copy of the 
Foothills Sentry with this unlike-
ly endorsement: “I use it for my 
worms.” 

High praise, I guess. “But you 
read the paper first, right?” asked 
Your Humble Scribe. “Some-
times,” he said. Perhaps the 
worms dug it. 

Small-scale housing summit convened to 
combat OC housing crisis

By Vicente Sarmiento, 
2nd District Supervisor

Our office recently welcomed 
more than 150 housing advo-
cates to our Small-Scale Housing 
Summit, a gathering focused on 
developing innovative, practi-
cal solutions to Orange County’s 
housing crisis.

The summit brought together 
funders, landowners, nonprofit 
organizations, developers, and 
manufacturers to explore how 
small-scale housing can offer 
fast, cost-effective and flexible 
options that have already been 
proven successful in other Cali-
fornia counties.

While small-scale housing is 
not new across the state, it re-
mains an emerging and under-
utilized approach here in Orange 
County. 

With a growing shortage of 
available homes, rising housing 
costs, and increasing numbers of 
residents pushed to the brink of 
homelessness, it’s clear we must 
expand our toolbox. 

Small-scale housing can com-
plement the traditional affordable 

housing developments already 
underway and help us respond 
more quickly to urgent commu-
nity needs.

Modular small-scale construc-
tion pushes the boundaries of 
what is possible. It delivers flex-
ibility and speed, whether used 
for interim or permanent housing, 
small projects or scalable sites. 
Models typically range from 
$75,000 to $100,000 per unit and 
can be delivered in as little as six 
months, making them one of the 

most cost-effective options avail-
able.

These solutions can also be tai-
lored to meet the needs of a wide 
range of residents, from individu-
als and families experiencing 
homelessness to working families 
priced out of the market. 

To give attendees a firsthand 
look, manufacturers showcased 
small-scale housing models at 
the event, highlighting just how 
adaptable these units can be in 
both design and construction.

Orange Elk Marilyn Dinger lays a 
wreath at the gravesite of a vet at 
Fairhaven Memorial Park.  This is 
the sixth year the Orange Lodge 
has partnered with the Wreaths 
Across America Program that 
aims to place a wreath on every 
veteran’s grave

Bob and Vicki Scheibel (center) were recognized for 35 years of service 
with the volunteer fire department. 

A small house displayed at the Small-scale Housing summit 
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   P
resented  by the Community F

oundation of Orange

Thursday, June 5th
6:00 – 9:30 PM

2025 GALA

Please join us for the annual

Honoring our
Orange City Fire�ghters 

Please RSVP by May 20th

Erica Mae and her new romance book, the Stars 
of Scotland - the first in her Scottish Stars series

Local Author!

Book available now at Barnes and Noble or a 
cute shop in Anaheim - Heartbound Book Shop. 

Michael Ramirez, son of Lorenzo 
Ramirez speaks to the audience, 
flanked by his brother Tony and 
Niece Layla Grajeda.

ences as a segregated student and 
stressed that a school should be 
named after him, so what he has 
done “can never be erased.” 

Layla Grajeda, a niece of 
Ramirez and an El Modena High 
student, noted that she appreci-
ates that the school library honors 
“someone I can relate to.”

Need to know 
Orange Councilwoman Ana 

Gutierrez, a staunch supporter 
of a future Lorenzo Ramirez ele-
mentary school, made her case by 
recounting how she grew up in El 
Modena, but knew nothing about 
the neighbor who changed public 
education in California.

“I’ve lived in El Modena my 
whole life, grew up with the 
Ramirez cousins, played with 
them, went to school with them.  
I had no idea of their uncle’s im-
pact,” she said. “I didn’t learn 
about the Mendez case until 
2002. I didn’t learn about the 'et 
als' (Ramirez, Guzman, Estrada, 

Palomino) until five years ago. I 
was surprised to learn El Modena 
was part of it.

"There has to be something 
in El Modena that tells residents 
what happened here, she asserted, 
"to tell the story of a brave man. 
Naming a school after him is a 
good way to do that, and  Jordan 
is the most appropriate one."

“We need to highlight Mr. 
Ramirez and make it permanent 
in the El Modena Barrio, she con-
cluded.

The conversation, Erickson 
summarized, is just starting.

Orange Elks donate to community partners

The Orange Elks Lodge re-
cently donated funds to Ho-
meAid Orange County for La 
Veta Village and to the Ronald 
McDonald House. 

La Veta Village is a unique and 
affordable housing community 
for families and seniors experi-
encing homelessness. The lodge 
donated $2,500 to help provide 
small homes to the unhoused and 

low-income seniors. 
The Ronald McDonald House 

received $2,600 to provide hous-
ing and support for families when 
their child needs long-term medi-
cal care in a local  hospital.

From left, Elk Terrie Schatz, Ho-
meAid board member Dave Prolo, 
Elk Janine Storm, HomeAid Exec-
utive Director Gina Cunningham 
and Elk Marilyn Dinger. 

From left, Ronald McDonald 
House Executive Director Noel 
Burcelis, with Orange Elks Mari-
lyn Dinger and Terrie Schatz

alerted Trustee Phil Yarbrough.
Yarbrough, a board member 

since 1996, chair of the district’s 
fiscal/audit committee and presi-
dent of a mortgage corporation 
that he founded, was furious. 
Why was that money not dis-
closed? Who was hiding it? How 
long has this been going on?  
What laws have been broken? He 
demanded the money be returned.

He hired a forensic audit firm 
(separate from the annual audi-
tors) to look into it. The firm was 
able to trace the fund back to 
1997, noting the balance ranged 
from $1 to $7.1 million. ASCIP 
reported the fund as a lump sum 
on its financial statements, but did 
not specify how much, including 
interest, belonged to RSCCD or 
any other district.  

Audit did not augur well
The audit, completed in March, 

identified numerous violations of 
California state law and the state 
education code. The violations 
included funds not being reported 
as district assets, nor provided to 
external auditors; inaccurate ac-
counting methodology; failure 
to disclose fund balances; im-
proper investments or use of ex-
cess funds; and the impairment of 
public confidence.

The audit also noted that 
Chancellor Martin Martinez and 

his staff were aware of the risk 
management fund and received 
annual statements, but did not 
share them with the board or the 
independent auditor. Further, the 
chancellor misled the board about 
who held the funds or how they 
were allocated in the budget. 

The chancellor had claimed 
during an October board meet-
ing that the funds were audited 
every year and the board should 
have known about it. The dis-
trict’s independent auditor later 
advised that he didn’t know any-
thing about the ASCIP fund until 
he read about it in the L.A. Times.

The short version of the foren-
sic audit’s findings, Yarbrough 
says, is that “it is illegal for a 
school district to have any finan-
cial holdings not reported to the 
public. Every penny must be ac-
counted for in the budget. In this 
case, ASCIP was holding district 
funds that neither the board, the 
auditor nor the taxpayers knew 
anything about.”

He notes that there are two 
elements in this deception: em-
ployee discipline and potential 
criminality. “All the board can 
do is deal with the involved staff 
members. We don’t know who, if 
anyone, benefitted from the un-
reported fund. We can’t launch a 
criminal investigation, but Barry 
and I have referred the matter to 
the state Attorney General. That 
office is looking into it.”

Although RSCCD got its $7.1 
million back, it is not clear wheth-

er the other impacted districts 
did. “This has statewide implica-
tions," Resnick says. “RSCCD is 
just one part of it."

To Yarbrough, however, 
RSCCD is what matters. “I’ve 
devoted 30 years to this district 
because I care about it,” he says.  
“I’m chair of the fiscal commit-
tee, and I was kept in the dark. 
I’m doing everything I can to 
right the wrong and to assure tax-
payers that this will never happen 
again.”

responsibility regarding the clean-
up of the property, and that “any 
materials that shouldn’t be there 
would not put the city at risk.”
  Interim City Attorney Wayne 
Winthers explained that the city 
is not the property owner and 
that Orange is not responsible 
for anything at this point.  “If 
the city is not doing anything 
under this agreement,” Barrios 
asked, “why are we signing this?”
     “To give the parties a comfortable 
feeling that they can work towards 
this goal,” Winthers replied.
 Barrios voted "no" on the 
Letter of Intent.  The six other 
councilmembers voted "yes."
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SAVE 
WATER

OPA annual meeting slated
The Orange Park Association’s 

annual general membership 
meeting will be held Saturday, 
Jan. 31 at Salem Church, 6500 E. 
Santiago Canyon Rd. 

The doors open at 8 a.m. for 
coffee and donuts, an opportunity 
to visit community partners who 
will have display tables, and pay 
new and renewing membership 
dues. 

The meeting begins promptly 
at 9 a.m. with a state of OPA pre-

sentation. Nominations for and 
the election of new board direc-
tors commences at 10 a.m. Each 
year, the terms for three board 
directors end. An important fo-
cus of the annual meeting is to 
fill those seats. The newly elected 
directors will be announced prior 
to adjournment.  

Visit info@orangeparkacres.
org or call the OPA Hotline (714) 
900-2OPA(672) for more infor-
mation.

OCWD captures 5.6 billion gallons of water 
during recent storms

The November storms that 
brought approximately 3.5 inches 
of rain to the region allowed the 
Orange County Water District 
(OCWD) to capture more than 
5.6 billion gallons of Santa Ana 
River stormwater that will be re-
charged into the Orange County 
Groundwater Basin. 

The groundwater basin, man-
aged by OCWD, provides ap-
proximately 85% of the drinking 
water supply for 2.5 million peo-
ple in north and central Orange 
County. 

“Our planning and investments 
are turning rain into reliable drink-
ing water,” said OCWD President 
Denis Bilodeau. “OCWD staff 
maintain and improve our re-
charge systems all year, so they 
are ready when storms arrive. 
That work is paying off by cap-
turing every drop we can.”

A large portion of these storm-
water flows is held behind Prado 
Dam in Riverside County. This 
stormwater capture is possible be-
cause of OCWD’s long-standing 

partnership with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE). 

USACE operates Prado Dam 
and allows stormwater to be held 
longer and released at controlled 
rates so OCWD can safely move 
it down the Santa Ana River and 
store the water underground. 

Santa Ana River stormwater 
capture is a key part of OCWD’s 
strategy to increase the use of lo-
cal water. By using more storm-
water, OCWD reduces the need 
to buy imported water, which can 
be more expensive and less reli-
able.

OCWD’s and USACE’s ability 
to capture stormwater has been 
further improved by the Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations 
(FIRO) at Prado Dam. FIRO uses 
advanced weather forecasts and 
data to better understand the size, 
timing, and path of storms and 
atmospheric rivers. This allows 
dam operators to safely hold more 
water when conditions allow and 
maximizes what is sent to OCWD 
to be stored underground.

Orange council tweaks criteria 
for sale of fireworks

Safe and sane fireworks sales 
in Orange will remain much the 
same as last year, with a few 
tweaks to the permitting process 
approved by the city council, 
Dec. 9.

A discussion on that topic at 
November's meeting left three 
issues without resolution: the 
number of available permits; the 
length of time they would cover; 
and whether affiliated nonprofits 
could apply for individual per-
mits.

The council agreed to continue 
offering 12 permits. Jon Dumitru 
wanted to up the ante to 15, but 
was agreeable to keeping it to 12.   
The recommendation at the last 
meeting had been to reduce the 
number to eight, because some 
booths did not do as well as oth-
ers. That could be remedied by 
moving booth locations.  

Of the 12 permits, four will be 
offered to the four high schools in 
Orange. Last year, Richland High 
opted out. If Richland declines 
a permit this year, that one, the 
council decided, will be given to 
the Orange Community Founda-
tion.

Permits will be given for two 
years, with those nonprofits sub-
sequently excluded for the next 
two years. Mayor Dan Slater and 

Councilmember Ana Gutierrez 
favored a one-year program in the 
interest of fairness to all.  They, 
however, deferred to points made 
by Dumitru and Arianna Barrios, 
that two years gave nonprofits a 
chance to change locations, train 
volunteers and generate a good 
funding foundation. A two-year 
stand-down period allows greater 
opportunities for others.

During last year’s permitting 
process, staff received applica-
tions from separate groups affili-
ated with umbrella organizations.  
Those affiliated groups were de-
nied if a permit had already been 
granted to the larger organization.  
A high school, for example, may 
have booster clubs, band support-
ers, extracurricular organizations, 
all of whom might want to apply 
for a permit.  

The council opted to keep af-
filiated organizations out of the 
mix, if the umbrella group had 
received a permit. Since each Or-
ange high school will get a per-
mit, it is up to them to identify the 
beneficiary of the fireworks sales. 

The council vote was unani-
mous. The deadline for permit 
applications, moved up during 
the November meeting, is Jan. 
5. The lottery drawing will take 
place in March.

Crawford Canyon Park opens
Crawford Canyon Park offi-

cially opened with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, Nov. 20, ending 
seven years of delays and missed 
deadlines.

Located at the northwest cor-
ner of Crawford Canyon Road 
and Newport Avenue in North 
Tustin, the 2.5-acre park includes 
two playgrounds, a quarter-mile 
walkway, exercise stations, large 
grassy space, 11 parking spaces, 
a wood pedestrian bridge and pic-
nic tables. 

The park was originally con-
ceived in 2018, when a developer 
promised the county it would 
help fund the park if its Clearwa-
ter Senior Living facility on New-
port Avenue was approved. The 
county approved the project that 
year and received $850,000 in 
park fees. Completion was origi-
nally determined to be “within a 
few years.” 

Before construction could be-
gin on the park, however, the 
county determined that sidewalks 
along Crawford Canyon Road 
should be extended to provide 
better access for pedestrians and 
bike riders. 

That task required separate 
planning, permitting, and a re-
quest for bids from contractors, 
which required approval from the 
Board of Supervisors. The county 
still expected construction of the 

sidewalks, and park, to be com-
pleted by early 2023.  

The pandemic slowed every-
thing down, creating a backlog 
that pushed the bidding process 
for park construction into 2024. 
A contract was finally awarded 
in April 2024 and authorization 
to proceed given in June. Com-
pletion was slated for 320 days 
hence, or spring 2025. Ground 
was broken in August 2024.  

Once grading began, the con-
tractor found that additional fill 
dirt was needed, thus requiring a 

change order and additional fund-
ing from the county. That approv-
al was secured in January 2025, as 
was an additional 23 days allowed 
for grading.

Total cost for the park was $6.3 
million, paid for with district 
funds earmarked for county park 
improvements, maintenance and 
operations.

Crawford Canyon Park will be 
open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the fall and winter and from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. in the spring and 
summer.

The long-awaited community park at Newport Avenue and Crawford 
Canyon Road officially opened Nov. 20.

The new park features play areas, walkways, exercise stations and picnic 
tables.

Stormwater collected by OCWD

Photos by Tony Richards
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Chapman names Mark Hilbert 
the Outstanding Volunteer of 

the Year

Mark Hilbert has received the 
Chapman University Outstanding 
Volunteer of the Year Award for 
2025, a prestigious annual honor 
given to a non-alumnus.

Hilbert, who with his late wife 
Janet founded the Hilbert Muse-
um of California Art at Chapman 
University, accepted the award 
from Jessica Berger, Chapman’s 
executive vice president and chief 
advancement officer, at the 2025 
Chapman University Volunteer 
Recognition Reception, Sept. 9.  

“Mark’s extraordinary vision 
and generosity have left a per-
manent mark on Chapman and 
continue to inspire us all,” said 
Berger. 

Established in 2016 through a 
gift of artwork and funds by the 
Hilberts, the Hilbert Museum 

of California Art underwent an 
ambitious expansion in 2024 
that grew the space available for 
museum operations and rotating 
displays from 7,500 to 22,000 
square feet.  The museum’s per-
manent collection of 5,000 paint-
ings and other works represents 
not only one of the world’s larg-
est collections of California nar-
rative art, but among the largest 
private collections of Disney and 
other animation art.

Hilbert Director Mary Platt 
was also acknowledged, as was a 
growing number of docents, fol-
lowers and fans that have made 
the museum a top cultural desti-
nation in Orange County. 

Chapman University presented 
its 2025 Outstanding Alumni 
Service Award to Jennifer Con-
cepcion, a 2021 graduate, for her 
work building Dodge Next Gen, 
Dodge College of Film and Me-
dia Arts’ alumni mentorship pro-
gram for graduating seniors.

NCL fashion show models are, back row from left, Sophia Barnes, Si-
enna Knarr, Charlotte Patton, Makayla Frith, Avery Yoast, Grace Sam-
son; middle row from left, Gabriela Zewdu, Olivia Pham, Chloe Carraz-
co, Anna Mottl, Makenzie Griffith; front row, Allison Canton, Isabella 
Doeve, Gianna Burga, Megan Jarvi and Ryan Nguyen. 

NCL to present 18th annual 
fashion show 

The National Charity League 
Orange/Villa Park chapter will 
host an afternoon of style, heart 
and community at the 18th annual 
National Charity League Fash-
ion Show, "Coastal Couture," on 
Sunday, Nov. 16.

The show is inspired by the 
beauty and spirit of California’s 
coastline. 

The Class of 2027 juniors 
walking the runway are not only 
modeling fashion, but modeling 
what it means to lead with pur-
pose. Over the past five years, 
these Ticktockers have served 
side-by-side with their mothers, 

giving over 4,800 hours of their 
time to support the league’s phi-
lanthropy partners. 

Funds raised will help the ju-
nior class fulfill grant requests 
from local philanthropies. The 
chapter also offers its apprecia-
tion to the mothers of the class of 
2027 and the committee members 
who poured their time, creativity, 
and passion into this show.

The show begins at 11 a.m. 
at the Waterfront Beach Re-
sort, 21100 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Huntington Beach.  For tickets 
and donation information, visit: 
nclonthecoast.givesmart.com.

Truck terminal 
project revised

A planned truck terminal, slated 
to be built at 534 E. Struck Ave-
nue in Orange, has been scrapped 
and will instead be a warehouse.

Prologis, a global company 
that develops, owns, operates and 
manages warehouse and distri-
bution facilities, was given city 
approval to construct the truck 
terminal in 2023. Citing changing 
market conditions, the company 
came back to the city with plans 
for a 231,572-sq.-ft. warehouse 
earlier this year.  An existing 
40,000-sq.-ft. building on the site 
will be demolished.

The truck terminal would have 
generated 396 truck trips per day; 
the warehouse will result in 372 
truck trips per day. Because the 
warehouse is considered a less in-
tense use with similar or reduced 
emissions, the original Environ-
mental Impact Report, which 
found no significant environmen-
tal impacts two years ago, does 
not require revision.

Prologis asked the city for a 
Conditional Use Permit allowing 
the facility to operate 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. The 9.98-
acre project site is within 300 feet 
of a residentially zoned apartment 
development.  Noise will be miti-
gated by routing trucks to the far 
side of the building; a 14-ft.-tall 
wall will be installed along the 
loading dock; landscaping will be 
designed to lessen the sound im-
pact on neighbors; and trucks will 
be restricted from idling.

The council approved the proj-
ect by unanimous vote. Projects 
like this, Mayor Dan Slater noted, 
will help keep city service fees 
lower.  

Mark Hilbert

Jennifer Concepcion

Photo courtesy Short and Sweet Photography
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