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Irvine Company to do Supplemental EIR for Orange Heights project
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The Irvine Company will do a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for its proposed Orange Heights

housing development. The acreage, connecting Peters Canyon and Irvine Park, is home to such endan-
gered species as Crotch’s bumble bee and mountain lions.

County
overrides
long-standing
covenant

Emboldened by a
new round of California
state legislation, Orange
County has nullified a
deed covenant between
the Tustin Hills Racquet
Club and its neighbors
that has been in place
for 50 years.

The covenant, re-
corded in 1974, assured
neighbors that if the
Racquet Club was ever
replaced with hous-
ing, those units would
match the  existing
neighborhood; that is,
single family homes on
20,000-sq.-ft. lots.

A Newport Beach-
based developer bought
the property several

years ago with the intent
to build 37 townhomes
on the six-acre parcel.
North Tustin residents
have been fighting the
project ever since.

The state legislation,
ABI1050, passed in Octo-
ber 2025 and effective
Jan. 1, enables jurisdic-
tions to declare deed
covenants that restrict

residential use “unen-
forceable.”
The Assembly  Bill

was conceived to turn
"blighted or underper-
forming, economically

See "County overrides”
continued on page 3

By Andie Mills

The Irvine Company has
agreed to draft a Sup-
plemental Environmen-
tal Impact Report (SEIR)
for its planned Orange
Heights development in
East Orange. It will also
reduce the number of
proposed housing units.

A public scoping
meeting for the refined
Orange Heights proj-
ect has been slated
for 4:30-7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 5 at the
Orange Public Library
Community Room.

The project is located

on 421 acres on a tri-
angular site, with Irvine
Regional Park to the
north, Jamboree to the
west, State 241/261 east,
bisected by Santiago
Canyon Road.

The project was origi-
nally approved in 1989,
which included up to
12,350 homes on approx-
imately 7,100 acres. The
2005 approval of San-
tiago Hills I/East Orange
reduced the develop-
ment to 1,746 homes on
496 acres called Santia-
go Hills I and up to 2,300
homes in a 6,335-acre
area called East Orange.

The Irvine Company
dedicated the East Or-
ange site to the county
as open space and, in
2016, the city reduced
the Santiago Hills Il proj-
ect to 1,180 residences.
Now, the refined Or-
ange Heights project
would modify the for-
merly approved San-
tiago Hills Il project by
122 residential units,
from 1,180 to 1,058; ap-
proximately 79 acres of
open space; include an
improved trail system,

See "Orange Heights™
continued on page 2

State will audit OC Board of Education

The Joint Legislative
Audit Committee has
approved State Senator
Tom Umberg’s request
to conduct an audit
of the Orange County
Board of Education and
its public administration
practices.

“The people of Orange
County deserve trans-
parency, accountability
and responsible stew-
ardship of taxpayer dol-
lars,” said Senator Um-
berg. “For years, serious
concerns have been
raised about the Board's
governance, litigation
practices and policy
decisions. This audit is
an important step to-
ward ensuring that pub-
lic resources are being
used appropriately and
that the focus remains
on serving students and
families.”

The audit comes in
response to a series of
actions by the Orange
County Board of Edu-
cation that have raised
concerns about gover-
nance, legal risk, and the
use of taxpayer resourc-
es. These include oppo-
sition to implementation
of the California Healthy
Youth Act, efforts during
the COVID-19 pandemic
to reopen schools with-
out public health safe-
guards and related
litigation, controversial
charter school approv-
als, and multiple law-
suits involving state pol-
icy and internal gover-
nance.

The audit will examine
a pattern of governance
disputes, litigation ac-
tivity, and policy deci-
sions over recent years
that raise significant

questions about trans-
parency, fiscal steward-
ship, civil rights compli-
ance, and adherence to
statutory  responsibili-
ties.

“I have been following
the OC BoE for several
years, including atten-
dance at many of their
meetings,” said Andy
Thorburn, president of
the Contemporary Policy
Institute. “It often seems
that they are following a
private agenda, rather
than the public interest,
and a full, non-partisan
audit is the only way the
voters of OC will have in-
sight into their decision-
making process and fi-
nancial management.”

While the State Audi-
tor has not yet issued a
timeline for completion,
the audit is expected to
take at least six months.

IT'S OFFICIAL

Orange leadership
(elected and
appointed) give Old
Towne residents the
latest on topics of
community interest.

See OTPA, page 4

THE REST OF
THE STORY

Residents offer
background
information and
insights into the local
news of the day.

See Guest
Commentaries, letters,
pages 5,6

BACKTO THE
GARDEN

Orange Woman's Club
names winners in
annual flower show.

See Woman'’s, page 8

THIS PETER
CAN'TPAY
PAUL

Budget review by city
council shows more
“if onlys” than income.

See Orange, page 12

FOOD FOR
FURRY FRIENDS

Pet pantry partnership
produces purring

and panting from
four-legged family
members.

See Drive-through,
page 13
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layouts, updated guide-
lines related to architec-
tural design, home types
and landscape design.

Major infrastructure
improvements include
the construction of a
Zone 6 water reservoir,
a water pump station
south of Santiago by
IRWD, undergrounding of
electrical lines, reloca-
tion of a water pipeline,
water quality treatment
basins and the Peters
Canyon Outfall structure.
Significant  environ-
mental effects to be
evaluated in the SEIR
include: aesthetics, air
quality, biological and
cultural resources, ge-
ology and soils, green-

and water quality, noise,
land use and planning,
public services, recre-
ation, transportation,
tribal cultural resources,
utilities/service systems
and wildfire.

Orange Art
to present oil

painter

The Orange Art Asso-
ciation will present Steve
Sandaborg at the Mon-
day, May 11 meeting. He
will demonstrate the use
of different boats in oil
beginning at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting will be held
at Community of Christ
Church, 395 South Tustin.

Serrano Water District names
new general manager

Andrew Wiesner

Serrano Water District
has named Andrew Wi-
esner as the new gen-
eral manager, to suc-
ceed Jerry Vilander upon
his retirement on July 6.
Wiesner was on-board-
ed March 30, working
alongside Vilander to
assure a smooth transi-
tion.

Wiesner is an experi-
enced engineering pro-
fessional with a back-
ground in water systems
design and manage-
ment. He holds a B.S. in
chemical engineering
from the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology and
a master's in environ-
mental engineering from
the University of Texas at
Austin.

Andrew began his ca-
reer as an engineering
consultant; he spent 14
years providing techni-
cal expertise and project
leadership for water and
wastewater treatment
plant planning and de-
sign projects. During this
time, Andrew developed
a strong foundation in
planning, design, regu-
latory compliance, and
construction of pub-

lic works projects while
working with many pub-
lic agencies and stake-
holders.

He later served as dis-
trict engineer for Mesa
Water District for five
years, managing engi-
neering operations and
overseeing capital im-
provement projects and
system planning. In this
role, Andrew played a
key part in executing a
$70 million dollar capi-
tal improvement pro-
gram that constructed
two new groundwater
wells, rehabilitated two
reservoir pump stations,
constructed two reser-
voir management sys-
tems, replaced 80 main-
line valves, and installed
over two miles of pipe-
line. Following the com-
pletion of that capital
improvement program,
Andrew oversaw the de-
velopment of a water
system master plan that
developed the capital
improvement program
for the next ten years at
Mesa Water.

In his personal life,
Andrew enjoys spend-
ing time with his family,
coaching his daughter’s
soccer team and run-
ning.

With nearly two de-
cades of experience, An-
drew brings a practical
and collaborative ap-
proach to water system
management, focused
on delivering sustainable
solutions and supporting
community needs. He is
excited to bring this ex-
perience to his new role
as the General Manager
at Serrano Water District
to help continue the suc-
cess SWD.
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Estate Low Density Residential (ESTR)
Low Density Residential (LDR)

Low Medium Residential (LMDR)
Medium Density Residential (MDR)
Recreational Commercial (RC)

General Commercial (GC)

Light Industrial (I)

Neighborhood Office Professional (NOP)
Open Space (0OS)

Open Space Park (OS-P)

Public Facilities and Institutions (PFI)

Orange Herghts pro;ect

Irvine/Lake;

Orange Elks support homeless, youth and reading

From left, Astrid Arzola, Lauren Bethencourt, Garrett Hamblin, Joanna Fermin,
Kenna Pettaway, Julie Sutton and Desrree Barrera with a check.

From lt KJ Martlnez Julla-rv-ne Taylor Seth Lawrence Wyatt Wozneak, Nlaholas
Masdea and Tyler Collins at the Antler Book Sale.

The Orange Elks con-
tinue to support its
Community  Partners.
The HUB OC is a non-
profit resource center
serving the unhoused
and individuals experi-
encing hardship.

The Lodge is currently
collecting men’'s and
women’s body spray

to donate to The Hub
through May 16. Please
drop off donations at
the Orange Elks Lodge,
211 E. Chapman.

The Lodge also pre-
sented the Youth Cen-
ters of Orange with a
$1,000 donation to sup-
port its programs.

The Orange Elks youth

Antler Program, hit the
ground running, holding
a book sale to benefit
the Reading Promise.
The event raised $535.
The books that were
not sold were given to
the Boys & Girls Club
and the Vietnam Vet-
erans to replenish their
reading libraries.
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“County overrides”
continued from page 1

stagnant commercial
sites into productive,
revenue-generating
housing projects.” In the
wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, many com-
mercial corridors and
shopping centers were
failing. Owners looked to
mixed-use or residen-
tial solutions, but were
sometimes blocked by
recorded restrictions
against housing de-
velopment. The drive
to override “outdated”
deed restrictions was
originally intended to
accommodate afford-
able housing only.

The law changed,
however, to include “any
property owned or con-
trolled by an entity or
individual that has sub-
mitted an application to
redevelop a commercial
property into any resi-
dential use permitted by
state housing laws or lo-

cal land use and zoning
regulations, regardless
of affordability.”

The Racquet Club
property owner filed for
a restrictive covenant
modification on Jan. 23.
It was granted by OC
County Counsel Jan.
29, and recorded Feb.
3. Neighbors of the rec-
reational facility were
notified of the “modifi-
cation” by mail a week
later. Most North Tustin
residents did not learn
about the county’s nulli-
fication of the covenant
until it was presented
as a done deal at the
March 2 Foothill Com-
munities Association
meeting.

With no opportunity to
challenge the county’s
rejection of the cove-
nant up front, residents
have subsequently filed
a lawsuit. The covenant
modification  process
has not yet been tested
in court and its legality
is undetermined.

The original intent of ABIO50 was to override
covenants that kept blighted or underused properties
for affordable housing. That intent did not survive
legislative debate and the resulting bill does not
reference underused malls or commercial corridors
and allows covenants to be modified for all market
rate housing. The owner of the Tustin Racquet Club
applied for a covenant modification that would include
37 units of high density housing on the six-acre parcel.
The county approved it. Neighbors who have opposed
the project for years do not accept the county’s
decision that a thriving recreational property, already
zoned for single-family homes, is in keeping with the
spirit of AB1050. They do not believe the statute applies.

The California Fire Museum and Safety Learning
Center, located in the former fire department head-
quarters in Orange, celebrated its grand opening on
March 21. Pat Buttress, field representative for Third
District Supervisor Don Wagner, presented Museum
President Hiddo Horlings with a certificate of recog-
nition.

Tustin Street Fair and Chili Cook-off coming
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Revelers command streets of Tustin

7" ByGuyBall

The 42nd annual Tu-
stin Street Fair and Chili
Cook-off returns to the
streets of Old Town on
Sunday, June 7th, from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. This an-
nual community party
holds the honor of being
the largest one-day chili
cook-off in the country,
according to the Inter-
national Chili Society.

The event comes alive
with a variety of exhibi-
tors, including craft-
ers, community orga-
nizations, food and chili
booths and a craft beer
and wine garden. Addi-
tional activities include
a car show and Jala-
peno and watermelon-
eating contests. Live
music and commu-
nity acts are featured
on three event stages.
For the kids, there is a
large Kids Fun Zone with
games, bounce houses
and entertainment lo-
cated at adjacent Pep-
pertree Park.

Streets closed for pe-
destrian-only traffic in-
clude EI Camino Real
and C Street from Ist
to 6th streets, as well
as Main Street from El
Camino Real to C Street.

Proceeds from the
event are donated to
local non-profit orga-
nizations and service
groups.

Water Efficient
Landscapes

In California, the largest use of all urban water happens outdoors watering landscapes.
Many of our landscapes have grass turf or non water-wise plants that are not suited for our
drier, hotter California climate, and require a wasteful amount of water to maintain.

Luckily, outdoor water consumption can be greatly reduced with careful planning, proper plant
selection, efficient irrigation systems, and water management best practices. Saving water doesn'’t

mean giving up our gardens!

coc 'V Every Drop Counts

WATER DISTRICT

Learn more at eocwd.com



https://www.eocwd.com/
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OTPA hosts annual State of Old Towne Forum
By Stepheny Gehrig tered and 140 encamp- ballots this year. Parking fees employees from utilizing

The Old Towne Preser-
vation Association held
its 1th annual State of
Old Towne Forum, April
16, hitting on crime rates
in the city, plans for a
sales tax and paid park-
ing in the Plaza area.

The panel included
Mayor Dan Slater, Dis-
trict 1 Councilmember
Ariana Barrios, City Man-
ager Jarad Hildenbrand,
Treasurer Garrett Smith,
Chief of Police Adam
Jevec and Chapman
University Representa-
tive and Vice President
of Community Relations
Alisa Driscoll.

Homelessnhess down

Slater began by ad-
dressing three trending
issues: crime reduction,
the unhoused popula-
tion and Santiago Creek.
Since his election in
2024, the Mayor report-
ed that the crime rate
has dropped 28%, and
credited the Orange Po-
lice Department.

While the statistics are
not currently available,
Slater stated that the
data on the unhoused
population should re-
flect a decline as well;
that data will be avail-
able in June. Chief of Po-
lice Jevec affirmed that
200 people were shel-

ments were cleaned up
during the last year.

To mitigate homeless-
ness, four designated
individuals work with a
county mental health
clinician to go on calls
with officers.

A peak at creek

Slater commend-
ed the Santiago Creek
Commission, which of-
fers advice and rec-
ommendations to the
council on preservation
of the creek and bridg-
es the gap between the
city officials and com-
munity members and
volunteers.

“The council put in
place the Santiago
Creek Commission.

They've been hard at
work,” Slater said. “The
creek is a huge resource
for the City of Orange,
and it's overdue that we
recognize it for what it is
and enjoy it as a recre-
ational resource.”

When speaking of his
plans, if reelected as
mayor, Slater spotlight-
ed passing a sales tax
initiative as a key goal.
The one-cent sales tax
initiative would be im-
plemented to mitigate
the financial struggle
and predicted bank-
ruptcy of the city and is
expected to return to the

One-cent sense

“Over the next two
years, my top priority
is going to be to make
sure that when | leave
office, this city is fiscally
sound,” Slater said. “We
do need that one cent.”

With the goal of pass-
ing a sales tax initia-
tive, Jarad Hildenbrand
echoed the same senti-
ments.

The city still faces a
deficit and is removing
funding from refurbish-
ment and improvement
projects, as operating
revenues tally $153 mil-
lion and expenditures
reach $143 million.

“A couple of years ago,
we were struggling,”
Hildenbrand said. "The
Grant Thornton Report
advised we are facing
bankruptcy in a num-
ber of years. | don't think
we're facing bankruptcy
that quickly. But our rev-
enues are not keeping
up with the expenditures
that, | believe, we need
to be a world class city.”

According to Hilden-
brand, the one-cent
sales tax will generate
approximately $38 mil-
lion. However, there is a
lingering fear that the
revenue will not form
enough of a cushion af-
ter other city expenses.

Additionally, Slater
commented on paid
parking in Old Towne. In
2025, hourly paid park-
ing was introduced and
ranges from $1.25 to $2
during the week, from 9
am. to 6 p.m. It was at
the request of the mer-
chants, according to

Slater. He commended
the program, as it deters

the parking spaces in
front of establishments,
allowing spaces for cus-
tomers. He said that
there will be revenue of
$1.5 million a year, solely
from paid parking.

After the November
election, Councilmem-
ber Barrios will be step-
ping down from the city
council.

American Legion Post 132 in Orange will be host
to 100 active-duty Navy, Coast Guard and Marine
Corps personnel for breakfast on Thursday, May 2],
as part of LA Fleet Week 2026. The sailors will arrive
at the Post at 9:30 a.m. and spend about two hours
there before heading over to Disneyland. Last year,
the Post welcomed 100 visiting service members for
lunch during Fleet Week; members of the Post and
the sailors connected, and by all accounts it was a
highlight of their day ashore.

Tustin Historic Preservation Week

By Guy Ball

Tustin celebrates its
history in May with a full
week of historical and

preservation activities,
from a cemetery tour
to a guided house tour,
and others in between.
All of the events are

free.

For more informa-
tion or event updates,
visit  tustinca.org/his-
toricpreservationweek.

Saturday, May 16: Tustin OC Library, 345 Main St, 10 am. — 3 p.m. Visit
the Tustin Library and see vintage car displays, historic and preservation

artifacts and more.

Sunday, May 17: Third Street Stroll, Tustin Area Senior Center, 200 S. C
St., 10 a.m. Enjoy a guided residential walking tour through Tustin’s history,
featuring Old Town homes, with an emphasis on agricultural history.

Monday, May 18: Citrus Ranch Park, 2910 Portola Pkwy., 6 p.m. Join oth-
ers for a short educational walk in Citrus Park to learn how Tustin’'s agri-
cultural history shaped the growth of the City today.

Tuesday, May 19: City Hall, 300 Centennial Way, 6 p.m. A special city
council presentation about Historic Preservation Week, recognizing its lo-

cal historic partners.

Wednesday, May 20: Armstrong Garden Center, 505 E| Camino Real, 6
p.m. Learn practical ways to care for citrus — connecting Tustin’s agricul-
tural past to the modern day.

Thursday, May 21: Sunset Market and Museum Open House, Old Town
Tustin, 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. While enjoying the Sunset Market, drop by the
Historic Preservation Team’s booth and visit the Tustin Area Museum.

Friday, May 22: Cemetery Tour, Santa Ana Cemetery, 1919 E. Santa Clara
Ave, Santa Anq, 3:30 p.m. Back by popular demand. Join historians on a
tour of the final resting places of iconic Tustin residents.

Saturday, May 23: Night at the Museum, Tustin Area Museum, 395 El
Camino Real, 7 p.m. Enjoy an informational evening at the Tustin Muse-
um, featuring members of the City’s Economic Development Department
speaking about the economic benefits of historic preservation.

OC in the Colonial and
Revolutionary War Era revealed

de
Spanish Military Officer
and first governor of the
California’s (1767-1770).

Gaspar Portola,

Local historian and Or-
ange County Historical
Society president Chris
Jepsen will discuss “OC
in the Colonial & Revo-
lutionary War Era” at
the next meeting of the
Orange County Histori-
cal Society on Thursday,
May 14.

As we celebrate our
nation’s 250th anniver-
sary, we often use the
term “Colonial America”

to refer to the 13 colonies
on the East Coast. But
California was also an
American colony (albe-
it Spanish) at the time,
and plenty of history
was being made here,
too.

Chris Jepsen is an in-
dependent historian,
frequent lecturer, and
longtime president of
the Orange County His-
torical Society. He has
written  for  historical
journals, his own OC
History Roundup blog,
and various govern-
ment publications. For
six years, Chris was “Or-
ange Coast Magazine's”
OC Answer Man.

The meeting will start
at 7:30 p.m. at Trinity
Episcopal Church, 2400
N. Canal St. Attendance
is free for OCHS mem-
bers or a $5 donation for
non-members.

For more informa-
tion about the Orange
County Historical Soci-
ety, local history, and fu-
ture meetings, visit Or-
angeCountyHistory.org.


https://www.orangecountyhistory.org/wp/
https://www.orangecountyhistory.org/wp/
https://tustinca.org/1503/Historic-Preservation-Week
https://tustinca.org/1503/Historic-Preservation-Week
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Guest Commentaries

From warning to crisis: One college trustee's fight for accountability

By Dr. Barry Resnick

The Rancho Santiago
Community College Dis-
trict (RSCCD) has faced
scrutiny before, particu-
larly over its relation-
ship with the Alliance of
Schools for Coopera-
tive Insurance Programs
(ASCIP), which held mil-
lions of dollars off the
district’s books. But what
unfolded at the April 13
board meeting makes
it clear the RSCCD is an
institution in crisis.

For almost two years,
concerns have grown
that Chancellor Marvin
Martinez misled both the
trustees and the public.
Trustee Phil Yarbrough
raised a warning alarm
at that time, after dis-
covering that $8 mil-

lion was being held in
an account controlled
by ASCIP. Those funds
were nhever disclosed
to the board, employee
unions, oversight com-
mittees or auditors. They
were known only to Mar-
tinez and a small circle
of administrators.

That revelation should
have prompted imme-
diate action. Instead,
under then-board
President Daisy Tong, it
prompted none.

Yarbrough called for
a forensic audit, which
confirmed the funds
had been withheld by
ASCIP from the district
for years.

Rather than address-
ing the findings, Tong
suggested auditing the
audit — a move that de-

flected, rather than ad-
dressed, the underlying
problem.

Now, with Yarbrough
serving as board presi-
dent, he is attempting
to force action, but the
board appears unable
to follow through.

Instead of focusing on
the main question of
whether Martinez misled
the board and should
remain in charge, the
April 13 meeting got
bogged down in pro-
cedural details. Agenda
items centered on hir-
ing investigators and
outside lawyers, mostly
because Martinez ac-
cused Yarbrough of dis-
crimination, harassment

and retaliation  after
Yarbrough called for ac-
countability.

At the same time,
Jeannie Kim, president
of Santiago Canyon Col-
lege, filed her own com-
plaints against Martinez
and senior administra-
tor Enrique Perez.

The RSCCD board is no
longer dealing with iso-
lated concerns. It now
faces converging warn-
ings from a trustee who
uncovered hidden funds
and from a college
president raising inter-
nal complaints.

Most tellingly, the
agenda included what
should have been the
central item, the poten-
tial discipline or dismiss-
al of Martinez. That was
the moment for a deci-
sion, but it never came.

Instead, the board ta-
bled action, choosing

delay over accountabil-
ity.

The result is a govern-
ing body that appears
incapable of decisive
leadership at precisely
the moment it is needed
most.

Public institutions de-
pend on transparency,
trust and leadership.
RSCCD is now falling
short on all three. It's not
because the problems
are unclear, but be-
cause the will to act has
been absent.

Dr. Barry Resnick re-
tired in 2022 after 42
years as a professor
of counseling with the
Rancho Santiago CCD.
He has resided with his
family in Orange for 39
years.

New Amendment sparks lawsuits to protect local property and zomng rlghts

By David Holt

The proposed rede-
velopment of the Tustin
Hills Racquet Club into
37 condominiums has
been one of the hot-
test contested land-use
battles in the county
over the last five years,
and it just got hotter.

The Club is a popular
hub for tennis, pickle-
ball, swimming, Pilates
and community gather-
ings, which has benefit-
ted Orange County resi-
dents for over 50 years.

Several years ago,
Ranch Hill Partners pur-
chased the Club with the
intent to demolish it and
replace it with 37 private
homes, 34 of which are
multi-unit structures, on
lots as small as 3,500
square feet.

North Tustin residents
and the Foothill Com-
munities Association
(FCA) have strongly op-
posed the project, due
to serious concerns
relating to fire safety,
community impact and
its inconsistency with
local zoning laws, which
is subject to a pending
lawsuit in the Superior
Court for the County of
Orange. The legal chal-
lenge also addresses a
breach of a 50-year-old
recorded covenant that
protects the neighbor-
hood from future high-
density development.

Club expansion and the
covenant

Established in 1958, the
Club sits on about six
acres adjacent to Tract

3883, comprised of 118
single-family = homes.
The Club can only be
accessed through the
tract.

INn1974, the Club sought
to expand its operations
and requested county
approval to rezone its
property from E4 to A-1
Agriculture, which would
not only allow the ex-
pansion, but would also
provide the Club with
favorable tax benefits.
Due to public concerns
for future use of the Club
property, the county re-
fused to rezone without
tract approval.

In order to alleviate the
public concerns regard-
ing future uses and gain
tract support for the re-
zoning, the Club pro-
posed and had its legal
counsel draft the cov-
enant, which provides in
pertinent part:

“The use of the prem-
ises .. shall be either that
of a commercial or non-
commercial private
membership tennis club,
and in the event that the
use shall be other than
that of a commercial
or non-commercial pri-
vate membership ten-
nis club, such other use
shall conform to the
uses permitted in Tract
3883

The tract agreed and
the covenant was exe-
cuted and recorded.

Civil Code Section 714.6
and legislative history
The California Legis-
lature recently passed
legislation amend-
ing Civil Code Section

714.6, effective Jan. 1. The
Amendment gives a de-
veloper the opportunity
to remove or invalidate
recorded restrictive
covenants that block
housing developments,
in order to facilitate resi-
dential redevelopment
of commercial proper-
ties. Simply put, if com-
mercial property has
an old recorded restric-
tion preventing or limit-
ing housing, a qualifying
housing developer can
go through a formal
process to essentially
eliminate and override
that restriction.

A variety of covenants
and restrictions re-
main untouched by the
amendment. It applies
only to restrictive cov-
enants (as defined) and
not to any other cov-
enants, including cov-
enants that relate to a
settlement.

The legislative history
specifically notes that
the Amendment is de-
signed to facilitate the
adaptive reuse of va-
cant (distressed) shop-
ping centers and com-
mercial corridors, and
not ongoing operating
private membership
clubs.

County approval of de-
veloper application to
modify covenant

On Jan. 23, the devel-
oper, Ranch Hill Partners,
used the Amendment to
submit an application
with the county to mod-
ify the covenant. Within
one week and without
any notice to the Tract,

Legislation should not apply to the Tustin Hills Rac-

quet Club
the county approved
the application and

struck the language in
the covenant requiring
residential development
of the Club to conform
to the uses of the tract.

The modification obvi-
ously will have a nega-
tiveimpact on the pend-
ing covenant lawsuit
opposing the Club rede-
velopment. Members of
the tract that received
notice of the modifi-
cation had a 35-day
deadline to file a lawsuit.
As of now, two lawsuits
have been filed by tract
members to contest the
covenant modification.
We believe we have a
strong case. The legis-
lation does not apply to
settlements; the thriving
recreational facility is
not an underused prop-
erty better served with
high density housing;
and, we have recorded
documents defining the
county’s intent towards
the property.

While California faces
a housing shortage, it is
essential to understand

that not all housing
projects should auto-
matically be approved,
especially in this case,
where the law is be-
ing incorrectly applied
to eviscerate the cov-
enant.

How you can help

We urgently need your
support to continue this
fight. Financial contribu-
tions are crucial to en-
suring that we have the
resources to take this
battle to its rightful con-
clusion.

Please donate today
to help protect our com-
munity and safeguard
local control.

To donate:

1. GoFundMe Tustin
Racquet Club

2. Send a check made
out to FCA, P.O. Box 261,
Tustin CA 92781, Note
“Racquet Club Litiga-
tion” on memo line.

David Holt is an attor-
ney practicing in Tustin
and a neighbor of the
Racquet Club.
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Guest Commentaries

State will audit OC Board of Education's $8.1 million legal fees; did they benefit students?

By Lynne Riddle

Many of us recently
learned there will be
an official state audit
into the policies, prac-
tices and expenditures
of the Orange Coun-
ty Board of Education
(OCBE). Broadly, the re-
port may help us deter-
mine whether — and to
what extent — our tax-
payer dollars spent by
the Board benefits the
classroom learning ex-
periences of OC kids.

Our state’s Joint Leg-
islative Audit Commit-
tee has asked the state
to look into, and report
on, six particular areas.
My comments focus on
the one regarding OCBE
legal fee expenditures,
the Board’'s tax dollar
spending; its transpar-
ency, fiscal practices
and legal compliance.
Those questions come
to the fore based on my
60-plus years in univer-
sity teaching, law prac-
tice and judicial tenure,
along with my sitting
through nearly every
OCBE meeting from 2018
through 2024.

Asthe published OCBE/
Orange County Depart-
ment of Education an-
nual budgets show, be-
tween 2013 to 2018 the
amount of combined
legal expense incurred
by both OCBE and the
OC Superintendent was
$51,626. That averaged

to just over $10,000 per
year. But between 2018
and 2024, total legal
costs came to $8.1 mil-
lion. That's an aver-
age legal expenditure
of $1,351,000 per year
— a stunning 2,500% in-
crease.

A reasonable question
is, "how did that $8 mil-
lion spending improve
our children’s school ex-
perience?”

Our OCBE... (Iuse “our
OCBE" to underscore the
fact that we elect each
OCBE member, and they
become trustees, bound
by oath, to use our tax
dollars to maximize our
children’s learning ex-
perience.) In any case,
our OCBE - as plain-
tiff — initioted six law-
suits in the OC Superior
Court between 2018 and
2024; two against the
County Superintendent
of Schools (with one in-
cluding our State Super-
intendent of Public In-
struction); a suit against
Governor Gavin Newsom
and the State Depart-
ment of Public Health,
two against the Orange
County Committee on
School District Organi-
zation (a state-funded
education agency); and
then in 2024 against the
Orange County Depart-
ment of Education. One
of the six (filed in 2019)
is still open. In none of
the other five did the
OCBE receive a favor-
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Kris Erickson was given a Woman of Courage Award
by the OC Democratic Party. Seen here with hus-
band Curt Adams, Erickson has served on the Or-
ange Unified School District Board of Trustees since
2019, and was board president in 2025. The award
recognizes community activism, advocacy, orga-

nizing and public service.

able judgment. In its first
suit against the Super-
intendent, after some 20
days of trial, the parties
“settled.” That said, the
estimated legal expense
of over $3,000,000 came
from public funds.

WeOCresidentsshould
be especially concerned
when the OCBE sues the
County Superintendent,
the County Committee
and the OC Department
of Education (OCDE),
because all the attor-
neys fees and costs, for
both sides, come from
the same pocket. Ev-
ery dime spent was our
money.

Not only did the OCBE
file its first lawsuit in
2018, it hired its own
“special” general coun-
sel. Its “special” attorney
was not hired to pro-
vide advice to our OC
Ed Department or any
OC local school district.
Throughout his engage-
ment, the Board’s “spe-
cial” attorney resided in
the Bay Area. As he trav-
eled, hotel-stayed, ate,
attended board meet-
ings, we taxpayers paid
for his time and costs,
from September 2018
through about July 2024.

The public was never
informed of how much
he was paid between

2018-2021. Beginning in
2022, the OCBE began
to post meeting agen-
das with copies of his
invoices. His invoices
in 2022 totaled over
$330,000; in 2023, nearly
$590,000, and in his six
months in 2024, nearly
$395,000. (His firm was
not retained after June
2024.) Rounded, that's
$1,315,000 in 2-1/2 years
(for advice, not litiga-
tion).

How did spending some
$1.6 on a “special” com-
muting attorney benefit
our kids education?

After many hours re-
viewing the OCBE's le-
gal fees and costs, | was
concerned not only by
the large numbers, but
stunned by some of the
out-of-pocket costs
OCBE reimbursed. After
reviewing those invoic-
es, | had many ques-
tions. Here are a few.

I'd ask about the time
he apparently had for-
gotten or lost his cell-
phone charger. OCBE
paid for a new one. How
about a stay at a D.C.
hotel for $827 per night?
How many of us have
stayed, at taxpayer ex-
pense or even at our
own expense, in a D.C.
hotel room at $827 per
night? Counsel's total

hotel bill, paid by the
Board without question,
was $3,300. Not only
that, the OCBE paid him
some $19,000 for a lob-
bying effort. And then
there’s the May 26, 2023
meal reimbursement for
$720 - a gathering at-
tended by several board
members. That money
was paid back after the
public learned about it.

Maybe the audit will tell
us exactly who's guard-
ing the OCBE vault?

| take the OCBE at its
website-word, that “The
Orange County Board
of Education respects
the public’s right to ac-
countability and will co-
operate fully with the
audit process,” and as-
suring too that it will
“participate fully in the
audit process and pro-
vide complete and ac-
curate information” and
ending with “We are
confident that a fair and
objective review will re-
flect our commitment
to students, families and
the responsible stew-
ardship of public re-
sources.”

Lynne Riddle is a re-
tired educator, attorney
and federal court judge.
She is a long time OC
resident and taxpayer.
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LETTERS

to the EDITOR

New voices resonate

Dear Editor:

| am writing on be-
half of The Hidden Ridge
Voice, a newly formed
community  advocate
group representing the
residents of the Hidden
Ridge and surrounding
neighborhoods in Trabu-
co Canyon.

The OC Board of Super-
visors will hear an appeal
regarding the fate of
Saddleback Meadows, a
181-home residential de-
velopment, challenged
for two decades, at its
May 5 meeting. The proj-
ect is located along El
Toro Road in an unincor-
porated area of Trabuco
Canyon.

Saddleback Meadows
has been approved by
the county, despite the
significant safety risk it
poses to current residen-
tial communities (based
on limited wildfire emer-
gency studies performed
to date), ongoing zoning
issues, and the nega-
tive impact this devel-
opment could have on
endangered mountain
lions and wildlife.

The appeal hear-
ing comes as Southern
California communi-
ties navigate develop-
ment decisions within
areas designated as
“Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones.” Emer-
gency access, evacuad-
tion planning, and infra-
structure capacity have
consistently been chal-
lenged as a part of land
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use approvals. Trabuco
Canyon and surround-
ing hillside communities
have experienced major
increases in wildfire po-
tential in recent years—
due to high wind velocity
in canyon areas, chang-
ing fire behavior, and
region wide discussions
about development at
the wildland urban inter-
face.

In addition to wildfire
related considerations,
the project site is located
near existing residential
neighborhoods, regional
open space areas and
established wildlife cor-
ridors. As with many long
challenged projects, the
Saddleback  Meadows
development has pro-
gressed through mul-
tiple planning phases
over the past two de-
cades, with extremely
limited public aware-
ness or input.

This appeal hearing
reflects an opportunity
for further public review,
and specifically the ur-
gent need for an updat-
ed Environmental Im-
pact Report.

Members of The Hid-
den Ridge Voice will be
present at the hearing to
provide public comment
on the project’'s proxim-
ity to established canyon
communities and a well-
documented fire hazard;
ongoing regional focus
on wildfire preparedness
and evacuation plan-
ning; the role of appeal
hearings in the land use
and entitlement process;
broader Orange County
conversations regarding
growth, infrastructure,
and lack of fire hazard
and environmental re-
view

The Hidden Ridge
Voice was established
to provide an organized
forum for residents to
engage constructively in
discussions around land
use, public process and
community prepared-
ness.

This group’s focus is to
ensure residents remain

well-informed and given
the opportunity to par-
ticipate in key meetings.

We welcome all coun-
ty residents who share
our land-use, fire safety
and lack of transparency
concerns to attend the
board meeting or pro-
vide comments via email
at  hiddenridgevoice@
gmail.com.

DeAnne Reed
The Hidden Ridge Voice
Trabuco Canyon

Keep it up

Dear Editor:

A public scoping meet-
ing will be held to share
information regard-
ing the revised Orange
Heights project on May
5 from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. at
the Orange Public Library.

It is critical that we have
a significant number of
attendees at this meet-
ing to demonstrate the

widespread concern
about the impacts of this
project.

The Irvine Company is
preparing a Supplemen-
tal Environmental Impact
Report (SEIR) under the
California  Environmen-
tal Quality Act (CEQA)
for minor revisions to
its Orange Heights de-
velopment project. The
planned revisions call for
1,058 single-family resi-
dential units in a traffic
congested Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zone. |t
threatens a biologically
diverse wildlife corridor
nestled in the Orange
Hills between Irvine Re-
gional Park and Pe-
ters Canyon at the rural
gateway to the Santa
Ana Mountains where
mountain lions roam
and a prehistoric Native
American village site ex-
ists. Background condi-
tions have changed sub-
stantially since the 2005
SEIR, which makes prior
environmental  studies
severely out of date.

Public comments will
be accepted at this
meeting, but if you can-
not make the May 5th
meeting, the City of Or-
ange is asking that you
submit your written com-
ments no later than May
25 at 5 p.m. Send writ-
ten comments via email

T

www.ramblingrose.net

FEATURING FINE PLATINUM & GOLD ESTATE / ANTIQUE JEWELRY

FREE VERBAL
APPRAISALS

WE BUY GOLD,
PLATINUM, BROKEN &
UNWANTED JEWELRY

ESTATE }EWH.RY @ramblingroseoc

714 538 -6305 118 5. Glassell St. Orange, CA 92866
tocarep wirHiN THE ORANGE CIRCLE ANTIQUE MaL

or snail mail to: Hayden

Beckman - Planning
Manager, Community
Development  Depart-

ment, City of Orange,
300 East Chapman Av-
enue, Orange CA. 92866;
email: hbeckman@
cityoforange.org.

Please include your
name, address, and
contact information in
your correspondence.

This is the beginning of
a process that will lead
to the circulation of a
draft SEIR, either late this
year or early next year,
when the public will have
a final opportunity to
submit comments to the
Orange Planning Com-
mission and city council
about the project’s envi-
ronmental impacts and
whether or not it should
be approved.

Based on the findings

of the initial study, imple-
mentation of the refined
Orange Heights project
may result in significant
environmental  effects
related to air quality, bi-
ology, cultural resources,
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, hazardous mate-
rials, hydrology and wa-
ter quality, land use and
planning, wildland fires,
and public services.

These topical issues will
be evaluated further in
the SEIR and will be com-
pared to the impacts of
the Approved Santiago
Hills Il Project from 2005.
The Irvine Company has
given the public another
opportunity to address
the issues related to
this project. We need to
speak up.

Joel Robinson
Orange

SWD proposes rate hike

Serrano Water District
(SwWD), which serves Villa
Park and a small por-
tion of Orange, will hold
a Rate Study Workshop
on Thursday, May 14 at 5
p.m. at the SWD Office at
18021 Lincoln St,, Villa Park.

A special board meet-
ing for the Prop 218 Rate
Increase Public Hearing
will be held on Wed., May
27,5 p.m. at the SWD of-
fice.

The projected rate hike
of approximately $16.99
or 82% of the monthly
bill, would begin July 1],
2026. The Pass-Through
Adjustment is the result
of new regulations, ris-
ing costs anticipated to
increase more than 10%

per year for imported
and pumped water, in-
flation and capital im-
provements. The capital
improvement projects to
increase supply reliabil-
ity and replace end-of-
useful-life infrastructure
will include construction
of a new groundwater
well, replace the Smith
Reservoir, replace aging
water pipelines, and pro-
vide corrosion protection
to extend the life of the
Lockett Reservoir.

The rate hike is in ac-
cordance with Proposi-
tion 218, 1996, which limits
California water provid-
ers from charging fees
exceeding the actual
cost of providing services.

& . LIONHEART PRIDE

JEREMY WAYLAND BROKER DRE #01388205
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May flies!

The Silverado Summer
Concert Series kicks off
Saturday, May 16 with
What Just Happened,
a multi-genre musical
outfit, and local (leg-
endary) favorite Jason
Richards and His Sil-
verado Band, an original
bandmembers reunion
with an opportunity for
original fans to reunite,
too.

Visit local earlier that
day on the Canyon Art-
ists Studio Tour, 10 a.m. —
5 p.m. Eleven stops, be-
ginning at Alice Phillips’
Silverado studio and
ending at ENC Tucker
Wildlife Sanctuary. Find
route maps at the Sil-
verado Canyon Market
or CanyonArtists.net.
Supporter Marion Schul-
ler reminds us of this
“wonderful opportunity
to both experience the
beauty of the canyons
and our tight-knit art-
ists’ community.”

Primarily, and second-

arily

Ballots for the June 2
so-called “jungle pri-
mary” mail May 4. OC
Supervisor Don Wag-

ner's run for Secretary
of State is the best kept
secret in his Fifth District.
Assemblymember Kate
Sanchez (R) runs for re-
election against Silvera-
do Canyon resident and
SMRPD officer J.J. Galvez
(D). Sanchez holds the
second-worst voting re-
cord in the legislature.
Digital Democracy/Call
Matters documents her
missing an impressive
1,045 votes, meaning not

voting “no,” but failing to
cast a vote at all. Dem-
ocratic Congressional
challenger Lisa Ramirez
met with Modjeska vot-
ers, and locals Ted and
Nina Wright will host a
“meet and greet” for
Galvez at their home on
Saturday, May 30. Signs
posted by campaign
volunteers remain up,
perhaps because civic
illiterates don't yet know
who to hate on.

Posing, and juxtaposing
Voter fraud? Wagner
knows better. He's been
a fixture in OC and state
politics for decades and
elected many times. By
voters! He started his
career in the South Or-
ange County Commu-
nity College District, at-
tacking the American Li-
brary Association (!) for
not supporting Bush’s
war, so excels at telling
Tea Party/MAGA voters
what they want to hear,
including that dogs and
ineligibles vote. Com-
pare his campaign boil-
erplate to OC Vote's re-
cord of access, security
and transparency.
Wagner: “Californians
deserve an excellent
election system that is
secure, efficient, accu-
rate and accessible to
every eligible voter. | will
make sure that every el-
igible voter can partici-
pate in our democracy
while also protecting the
security of elections by
ensuring that only eligi-
ble voters cast ballots.”
Meanwhile, OC Vote
provides data, reports

JOHNSON MOTORCARS

34 Years of Specializing in the Service and Repair of
Mercedes-Benz

Gary Johnson

714-997-2567

982 N. Batavia # B13, Orange, CA 92867
gary @johnsonmotorcars.com

Celebrate Spring, Shop Orange!

dan@DanSlater.com
714-744-2219
1537 E. Chapman Ave. Orange, CA 92866

“Vote Easy. Vote Se-
cure,” an “Election Se-
curity Playbook,” as well
as a video, “Deeper Look
at Election Integrity” in
which Registrar of Voters
Bob Page explains quali-
ty control procedures for
mailing, receiving, pro-
cessing and counting
ballots. Oh, and you can
track your mail-in ballot
to confirm the above. In-
deed, OC voters already
get an excellent election
system and illegally cast
ballots are not counted,
as per the Costa Mesa
Republican criminal
provocateur who regis-
tered her dog. The pup’s
vote was discarded. She
pled guilty. Good dog.
Naughty lady.

Calvert, or calvary?

The Easter edition of
Rep. Young Kim’s news-
letter featured a Bible
passage and the fol-
lowing: “May we reflect
on the ultimate sacri-
fice of our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ, and let
that sacrifice inspire in
our hearts a renewed
commitment to serve
others.” Recently redis-
tricted, Kim’s under at-
tack from another MAGA
candidate. Ken Calvert’s
ads call the super-
Trumpy Kim a (gasp)
“liberal” in ads from
Americans for Secu-
rity, a Wisconsin-based
PAC. Tough for Calvert
to reflect (proselytize)
since communing with
a prostitute (and not like
Jesus did). Kim leads
Calvert in campaign re-
serves of $2 million with
three Dems very, very far
behind.

Reminder

Canyon hydrants,
some bordering the tin-
der box thatis the Cleve-
land National Forest,
were recently festooned
with Irvine Ranch Water
District notices which
residents had not, well,
noticed before. Was the

ful consumer reminder
from IRWD:

“Fire hydrants are a
critical resource used for
firefighters to protect the
properties we serve. We
teamed up with Orange
County Fire Authority to
create and post these
tags to educate the
community that unau-
thorized use of fire hy-
drant water is a crime.
We've had folks steal
water in the past and
want to remind people
that this type of activity
can disrupt firefighting
capabilities and coordi-
nation.”

All God’s creatures

Nearly 200 attended
a recent Library of the
Canyons zoological ex-
travaganza, a science-
based introduction to
critters gentle and fierce,
including a great horned
owl, desert tortoise, boa
constrictor,  snapping
turtle, screaming hairy
armadillo and American
alligator.

Friends of the Library
invites supporters to a
Sunday, June 7 fund-
raiser at the Modjeska
home of Geoff and Sar-
ah Sarkissian. The third
annual garden “spring
fling” dinner features lo-
cal acoustic jazz combo
The Rats, culminating in
a fierce bidding war for
homemade  desserts.
Proceeds fund library
programs. $25. RSVP via
text to (949) 235-8193.

At April's Inter-Canyon
League meeting, Sil-
verado Country Fair or-
ganizers invited appli-
cations for new vendors.
Send to: silveradofair@
gmail.com. Bic Edwards
of Canyon Watch re-
minded Radio Net op-
erators to charge their
Baofeng devices. Fran-
cesca Duff announced a
big donation. Need more
good news? Attend the
next regular meeting on
Tuesday, May 5.

SMRPD goes GSOB
SMRPD recently com-
mitted to preventa-
tive spraying of oaks in
both parks: adjacent
the Community Cen-
ter in Silverado and kit-
ty-corner  Modjeska’s.
Absent funds due to
this year's bare-bones
budget, but appreciat-
ing the defining char-
acter of oak trees in our
canyons, they put out a
call for donations, and
our community came
through with the $660
needed. Thanks!

the Month named

w3 .

Kailey Faircloth

Kailey  Faircloth  of
Foothill High School was
named a Young Woman
of the Month for April by
the Tustin Area Wom-

an’s Club.
Faircloth is an Inter-
national Baccalaure-

ate candidate. She has
earned the Spanish Seal
of Biliteracy and is an
AP Scholar with Honors.
She is on the varsity wa-
ter polo and swim team
and teaches swimming
lessons. The high school
senior has played the
piano for over 13 years,
and has achieved the
Level 10 Certificate of
Merit, the highest level
possible. She authored
and published her book
“The Finding,” founded
the Cards for Kids with
Cancer Club at Foothill
High, and has been a Girl
Scout for over 13 years.
Kailey plans to pur-
sue a Ph.D. in neurosci-
ence and to dedicate
her career to research-
ing Alzheimer’s disease.
She is currently consid-
ering her options for the
location of her under-
graduate studies, which
include top choices of
UCLA, USC and Berkeley.

New pickleball
courts to open

The City of Orange will
host a ribbon cutting to
celebrate new pickle-
ball courts and a fitness
circuit at Hart Park on
Wednesday, May 6 at 5
p.m.

The project features
10 lighted courts, shade
seating and outdoor fit-
ness equipment, funded
primarily via a $2 million
grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development. The
courts will be open from
5 a.m.to 11 p.m., available
on a first come, first use
basis. The courts may
not be held or reserved;
if players are waiting,
drop-in play is limited to
one game to 11 points.
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Woman's Club of Orange names Inspiring young women honored America250!
winning gardeners Community

Inez Gallina is shown with
her President’s Choice
floral arrangement.

_

Two WCO members,
Debra Wilson and Pat
Hamilton entered roses
grown in their own gar-
den and won a first-
place ribbon.

Pat and Cliff Hamilton with their prize-winning ar-

rangement.

The winners of the
Woman'’s Club of Orange
86th Annual Spring Gar-
den Show are: Best Rose,
Raul Serna; Best Theme,
Festival of Flowers, Sonia
Cartagena; Best in Show,
Kim Simovich; Jr. Best in

Show, Ryan Keil; Presi-
dent's Choice, Inez Gal-
lina; and Judges' Choice,
Cliff and Pat Campbell.
First, second, and third
place ribbons were
awarded in each cat-

egory.
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Scenic 5K

Chip timing

5K Brought to you by the
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17855 Santiago Blvd. Villa Park, CA 92861

Lace Up for the Return of The Villa Park 5K

Run through the heart of Orange County’s Hidden Jewel!

Performance race shirts
Medals for all participants

All levels are welcome — walk, jog, or sprint — then stay to
enjoy the 2nd Annual Health & Wellness Fair happening
7:30am-12:30pm at the finish line in front of City Hall!

NOW SEEKING
Race SPONSORS & Health Fair EXHIBITORS

o
Be an Exhibitor

4% VILLA PARK
COMMUNITY SERVICES
\l FOUNDATION

Tax ID # 16-1626931

Closed course
Overall awards
Age group awards
Medal reveal

From left, the Woman’s Club of Orange Inspirational

Women are Yanexy Solares, Natalie Martinez and

Daisy Romero.

The Woman’s Club of
Orange’s Inspirational
Young Woman Award
recognizes the accom-
plishments of excep-
tional young women
graduating from the
high schools in Orange
Unified School District.
Each year, one student
from each of the district
high schools is chosen
by her teachers and
counselors to receive
this award. Each of
these young women will
receive a commemo-
rative pin that can be
worn at graduation, a
certificate of recogni-
tion and a gift of $250.

Three of this year’s re-
cipients were honored
at the club’s April Gen-
eral Meeting.

Yanexy Solares from
Villa Park High School is
an exceptional student
with an infectious smile
and a positive attitude.
She is a member of Na-
tional Honor Society and
Student Senate and has
challenged herself aca-
demically with Honors
and AP courses, edrn-
ing a GPA of 4.63. In her
sophomore vyear she
was selected as a Si-
mon Scholar, a highly
competitive  program
that assists promis-
ing college-bound stu-
dents with finances and
guidance. Within this
program, she serves as
a Recruitment Leader.
Outside of school, So-
lares participates in the
Orange Police Explor-
ers program, providing
support for both city and
county-wide events.
She was recently pro-
moted to the position of
Explorer Sergeant. She
enjoys drawing, singing
and hiking, and plans to
continue her education

at a university and go
on to law school.

Natalie Martinez from
El Modena High School
lost her mother at the
age of three, and was
left in the care of her
grandparents. She likes
to say that she was
raised by her “village”
of family members
who have always been
there for her. Nata-
lie likes to explore new
places and new ideas.
She has pushed herself
academically by enroll-
ing in AP and college
courses and completed
career pathways in pa-
tient care, business and
criminal justice. She
also started her own
nail care business, us-
ing the profits to help to
support herself and her
family. She has never
let fear of the unknown
deter her from exploring
new opportunities and
taking on new chal-
lenges. She plans on
attending Cal State Ful-
lerton after graduation.

Daisy Romero from
EDGE Virtual Academy
has been influenced by
her Mexican-American
background that has
encouraged  success.
Her dual cultural up-
bringing has given her a
strong sense of identity
and taught her the value
of perseverance, hard
work and family. Rome-
ro's counselor says that
she excels academical-
ly and shows resilience
and determination in
reaching her goals. In
the future, Daisy plans
to work toward a career
that will have a positive
impact on others. In her
spare time, Daisy en-
joys reading, listening to
music, making pastries
and decorating.

Event

£

SAR in full uniform.

The United States of
America is celebrating
the 250th anniversary of
the signing of the Decla-
ration of Independence,
July 4,1776.

In honor of this mile-
stone, the Daughters
of the American Revo-
lution Mojave Chapter
(DAR) and the Sons of
the American Revolution
Orange County Chapter
(SAR) invite the public
to join us on Saturday,
June 6 from 11 am.-1
p.m. at the Orange Pub-
lic Library for a free cel-
ebratory event.

Children of all ages
may make a paper tri-
corn hat, learn how to
write with a quill pen
and ink, or make a cup
and ball toy. Challenge
yourself with American
history trivia and learn
about a variety of Revo-
lutionary War historical
items. See the SAR in
full military regalia, and
have your picture taken
with them.

The library is located
at 407 E. Chapman Ave.

PIANO

LESSONS

Learn piano in your home
All styles
popular, dlassical, jazz, showtunes
20 years’ experience,
BA in music/child development

(949) 637-8208
thekeyboardlady.com

Furnished 3,600 sq ft Villa Park home
4 Bedrooms, Triple Garage, **POOL**

Please supply 3 references.
$10K month. Short term rentals available
meal plan optional
Please call
702-376-2065


https://www.vpcsfoundation.org/
https://thekeyboardlady.com/
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REAL ESTATE

with David Silva

»
$1.40M

Avg. Sales
Price
8%

©
$2.63M

Avg. Sales
Price
+ 9%

3
$1.55M

Avg. Sales
Price
~ 9%

~

MARKET SNAPSHOT

ORANGE, CA
MARCH 2026
Single Family

® fr &
$1.66M 65 36

Avg. List Price No. of Prop. Avg. Days on
1+ 13% Sold Market
1 55% + 23%

DAVID SILVA

MARKET SNAPSHOT

VILLA PARK, CA
MARCH 2026
Single Family

® o &
$3.13M 3 80

Avg. List Price No. of Prop. Avg. Days on
™ 7% Sold Market
4+ 36% 4 18%

DAVID SILVA

MARKET SNAPSHOT

TUSTIN, CA
MARCH 2026
Single Family

® fr &
$2.12M 16 36

Avg. List Price No. of Prop. Avg. Days on
+ 5% Sold Market
2% + 5%

DAVID SILVA
M: 714-22 alAE: 0132

ks
$691

Avg. Sales

Price per Sqft.

* 2%

ks
$775

Avg. Sales

Price per Sqft.

+14%

ks
$761

Avg. Sales

Price per Sqft.

+ 6%

Event trifecta celebrates Orange

A new community tra-
dition is coming to life in
Old Towne Orange. “Cel-
ebrate Orange Week-
end” debuts on May 2-3,
bringing together three
beloved local events
into one vibrant cel-
ebration of community,
culture and connection.

Kicking off the festivi-
ties on Saturday, May 2
at 10 a.m., the 60th Or-
ange May Parade will
march down Chapman
Avenue. Produced by
the Orange Chamber
of Commerce Founda-
tion, this year's parade
will celebrate Ameri-
ca’s 250th birthday and
showcase the spirit of
Orange through par-
ticipation from local
schools, businesses,
nonprofits, and com-
munity  organizations.
Spectators can expect
colorful floats, lively per-
formances, and a strong
sense of hometown
pride.

Following the parade,
the celebration con-
tinues in the afternoon
with the 20th Taste of
Orange, hosted by the
Assistance League of
Orange Auxiliary group,
the Orange Blossoms.

Rotary Club Car Show will follow May Parade.

Taking place in The
Plaza from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m., this popular culi-
nary event will feature
tastings from a variety
of local restaurants, of-
fering attendees a deli-
cious way to experience
the flavors of the com-
munity. Tickets for Taste
of Orange are available
now on the official event
website.

Finishing off the week-
end on Sunday, May
3, the 30th Annual Or-
ange Plaza Rotary Car
Show will take place
from 9 am. to 3 p.m. in
Old Towne Orange. This
long-standing  favor-
ite event draws car en-
thusiasts from across
the region, showcasing
a wide array of classic,
vintage, and custom ve-
hicles in a festive, fam-
ily-friendly atmosphere.

All three events that

make up Celebrate Or-
ange Weekend are or-
ganized and hosted by
local nonprofit organi-
zations, with proceeds
supporting  programs
and initiatives that di-
rectly benefit the Orange
community.

Celebrate Orange
Weekend is designed to
bring residents and visi-
tors together for a mem-
orable experience in one
of Southern California’s
most charming historic
districts.

“This new weekend
celebration is all about
honoring what makes
Orange special—our
people, our traditions,
and our strong sense of
community,” said event
organizers.

For more information,
event updates, and tick-
et details, see Celebra-
teOrange.org.

Lee J. Petros, Attorney at Law
Estate Planning, Real Estate,
Business Law, SBA Lending

(714) 542-3110
www.petroslawoffices.com

1851 E. First St., Suite 840
Santa Ana, CA 92705

William Bell
Specializing in the
Repair and Service of
Toyota, Honda, Lexus,
Acura, Chevrolet, Ford

and more. 3

971 N. Batavia Ave., Suite D, Orange, Ca 92867
714.639.7233 - Cell: 714.328.1922

AUTOMOTIV=
SZRVICZ=

HOUSE CLEANING

AFFORDABLE, PERSONAL SERVICE
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, MONTHLY
LIC. & BONDED

CALL FOR
FREE ESTIMATE

(714) 381-4220

HOUSES - CONDOS APARTMENTS - OFFICES

W00D DOOR & WINDOW
REPAIR & REPLICATION

By A Little Door & Window Maker.
Any & All Wood Species! - French Doors/Windows
$ We Can Save You Big $

cel 949‘533‘6'61 114-639-0848

Wood Sash & Glass Replacement - Rot Removal &
Repair Like New - Experience & Wisdom!

WHERE THE POWER STARTS
+ *—r'—" >

PREMIUM QUALITY SINCE 1962

Auto - Truck - Bus - Marine - Cycle -RV- Golf Cart
AGM- Gel -UPS Powe| Batteries by CSB

www.powertronbatteryco.com
Tel: 800-400-4858 Fax: T14.543.9211

Craig@powertronbatteryco.com

2218 W. 2nd St.
Santa Ana, CA 92703

-{5 IR ;r%

Sinee 198°

Prompt Electric

Service, Inc.
i ¥kl FREE ESTIMATES « LOW-LOW $$$

*Recessed Lighting « Fluorescent « Troubleshooting
« 240vOutlets - Breakers/Rewiring
« Switches/Fans/Spas « Panel Upgrades
We accept Credit Cards

714-814-4440 cell

email: promptelectricservice@yahoo.com
State License C10, 390275

(714) 944-8518

MALIBU\T (626) 381-8293

¢ LeafGuard installation

» Seamless rain gutters installation

* We carry up to 32 different colors of
aluminum including copper & metal

* Rain gutter cleaning

* Gutter & downspout repair License: 1049810

&

20 yrs. experience Garbage Disposals ~ Switches
Plumbing Electrical Dimmers
Leaking Faucets  Painting Iron Gates

Water Heaters Install Ceiling Fans Fence

Reasonable Rates | Free Estimate
Cell: (714) 225-8773

MULBERRY
STREET
MORTGAGE

Purchase, Refinance
& Reverse Mortgages

18

Office (714) 289-0047

Text/Cell (714) 501-0639

2140 W. Chapman Ave., #260

Orange, CA 92868 Pam Dunn
mulberrystreetmortgage.com NMLS# 281526
pdmortg@msn.com CALIC# 603J651



https://powertronbatteryco.com/
https://mulberrystreetmortgage.com/
https://petroslawoffices.com/
https://celebrateorange.org/
https://celebrateorange.org/
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City of Orange 2027 expenses enumerated

Orange City Council
meetings have, March
24 and April 14, been
largely budget work-
shops, addressing
FY2026 expenditures
and deferred projects,
setting the stage for the
City’s budget for FY2027.
The workshops are a
necessary step in the
process toward the May
reveal of the Preliminary
FY2027 Budget and the
June budget adoption.

The proposed Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP)
budget totals $35.6
million. The Skate Park
at Grijalva is in a con-
tinuation phase, with
planning and propos-
als completed, and is
awaiting council ap-
proval of $2.5 million for
the construction.

Community and Li-
brary Services is pro-
posing $3.22 million for
eight continuing proj-
ects and 10 new ones.
El Modena Basin Area
Improvements is listed
as a continuing proj-
ect, with the design RFP
($230,000 budget) to be
posted in the fall. Other
continued projects in-
clude Grijalva Park Mas-
ter Plan, Olive Park Net-

ting, Yorba Dog Park,
Hart Park Baseball Dia-
mond 1 Improvements,
Parks Master Plan and
Hart Park Bandshell
Renovation.

New FY27 appropria-
tion requests for contin-
uation of existing proj-
ects tally $2,015,000: new
park in West Orange;
parking lot pavement
rehab; park restroom
interior; sport court re-
surfacing; Rampart
Street Park, EI Modena
Park improvements.

New projects pro-
posed for FY2027 are
Veterans Park Memo-
rial Fountain Restora-
tion, $50,000; EIl Camino
Sports Court resurfac-
ing, $155,000; Santiago
Creek Trail, 3,000 linear
feet of fencing replace-
ment, $200,000; play-
ground equipment re-
placement, $800,000.

Public Works present-
ed its budget proposal,
citing 30 new and 15
carryover projects, to-
taling $26,493,946 for
FY2027. Elevators at
police headquarters,
HVAC and painting, re-
placement of nine roll-
up doors, repair of city
streets, sewer and storm

drains improvements,
replacement of Well 8.

Revenues will be al-
located form specific
grant funding, Measure
M, 510 and county and
state coffers.

Potential city reve-
nue measures include
City Charter measure,
a Transient Occupancy
Tax, utility tax, vacant
property tax, canna-
bis tax, parking lot tax,
a sales tax, residential
caps and the potentials
sale of the Water Divi-
sion.

Property taxes contin-
ue to be the largest rev-
enue source for the city,
but are not expected to
increase substantially in
2027. The 2027 budget
includes a decrease in
workforce of approxi-
mately 56 full-time po-
sitions, to 689.7, or 3%
below FY2026. However,
the General Fund con-
tinues to face a struc-
tural imbalance, driv-
en primarily by annual
debt service obligations
totaling approximately
$17.9 million, including
$16.2 million for Pension
Obligation Bonds and
$1.7 million for Lease
Revenue Bonds.

Fire Chief Alan Velasco
presented a report on a
proposed Ambulance
Operator (AO) Program
Enhancement, tran-
sitioning to an all AO-
staffed transport model
would provide fiscal and
community benefits.

Parking fee$

Per Mayor Dan Slater,
the new pay-for-park-
ing system in Old Towne
Orange collects $4,000-
$4,00 per day, and will
add approximately $1.5
million to city coffers
per year. (The budget
includes expenses of
$498,000 for the paid
parking program.)

Residents,  however,
have been vocal about
the initial two-hour limit
that cannot be extend-
ed, making it difficult
for any appointment,
leisurely lunch, shop-
ping, etc. A number of
restaurants and shop-
keepers, however, report
an increase in dedicat-
ed traffic. Several busi-
nesses have offered to
“pay” for the additional
parking cost for their
customers, in the form
of a reduction on the bill
total.

Assistance
League honored

Join friends and neigh-
bors for a memorable
evening at the Com-
munity Foundation of
Orange 2026 Gala, hon-
oring the Assistance
League of Orange on
Thursday, June 4, from 6
to 9:30 p.m. at the Grand
Gimeno Event Center in
Orange.

This spirited night cel-
ebrates the local volun-
teers and programs that
make Orange stronger—
while treating guests to
cocktails, dinner, live and
silent auctions, and live
country music by Ashley
Felton, adding the per-
fect soundtrack to the
evening.

Honoree Assistance
League of Orange has
spent decades provid-
ing hands on support
to children and families
through practical pro-
grams powered entirely
by volunteers. The gala
is a chance to celebrate
that work, connect with
community leaders, and
support the future of Or-
ange based nonprofits.
For additional details, see
CommunityFoundation-
ofOrange.org.

Service Directory

JIMENEZ FAMILY

INSURANCE AGENCY —

e E

A family-run agency since 1970 helping good people
get good rates. We are a full-service insurance agency
handling all the insurance needs of second and even
third generation clients!
Call us today for a rate quote.
(714) 534-0072
www.jimenezfamilyinsurancce.com

Insuring Our Local Community for Over 50 Years

Confused about
Medicare?

Call TODAY for your no cost
benefit review!

Nikki Johnson
ndependent Agent/Lic. #0M8
Cell: (714) 853-3700

By calling the number above, you will be
directed to a licensed insurance agent. 4

LAND MECHANICS, INC.

“Bringing the Warmth of your Home, Outdoors”

Landscape Design * Pools * Spas
Softscape * Hardscape * Drainage
:" Sprinkler Systems ¢ Lighting

~
A=
-.’ Maintenance Service Available
V -Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annual

714-516-9555

www.landmechanics.com
Lic B1, C27, C53 #500037

O.P.A. Resident

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
& WEEKLY LAWN CARE

Design ## Installation #¢Hard/Softscape
Concrete/Masonry ## Irrigation % BBQs ## Water Features
Lighting ¢ Tree Trimming ¢ Pool Remodel

Call (714) 434-7336

montevistalandscape.com
montevistalandscape@yahoo.com

Monte Vista Landscape State Lic. #902197
=" Workmen’s Comp & Liability Ins. & Bonded

SUPER QUIET
Gardening and Weeding

BRYAN VERDI
Utilizing Tel.(714) 824-0625
Hand-Powered Tools Only Serving 0ld Towne Orange
No Gas or Electric Equipment = and surrounding areas

Murray Willis

MOBILE

Cell: (714) 394-2022 Office: (714) 544-3267

willis6@aol.com

LCO 227

RE-KEYS *« LOCK-OUTS « DOORS

jef maddock design

not your

Budget friendly graphic design services,
brochures, logos/rebrands, ads, websites, forms,
signs, digital marketing and more since 2013.

714.606.2040 @ Jjef jef‘maddock com
J'ef‘maddock.com

CLEANNRUCKICH ECKS
INSEECTIONS

VIOIOREOME/DIESEISPUSHERS

MOBILE SERVICE

VEHICLES OVER 14,000 POUNDS 2013 AND NEWER

OC CLEAN TRUCK

(714) 306-9803
www.OCcleantruck.com

Drywall Specialist

* Ceiling and wall patching
* Repipe patching

* Stress crack repair
* Texture matching
* All drywall repairs & remodels

Don Russell
714-606-1447

D.L. Russell, Inc.

Lic. 763543


https://www.montevistalandscape.org/
https://www.jimenezfamilyinsurance.com/
https://occleantruck.com/
https://www.landmechanics.com/
https://www.jefmaddock.com/
https://www.communityfoundationoforange.org/
https://www.communityfoundationoforange.org/
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Tustin Sunset Market returns
for the summer

Street scene from the Sunset Market.

By Guy Ball

The Tustin Sunset Mar-
ket returns to Old Town
Tustin on Thursday, May
2. The summer event
takes place from 5 to
830 p.m. on the third
Thursday evening of
each month, from May
through September. The
family-friendly mar-
ket draws thousands
of attendees, offering a
unique shopping expe-
rience, food trucks, an
evening Farmers Market,
and an evening of live
entertainment, all set on
a pedestrian-only street
in the center of Tustin.

El Camino Real will be
closed from 2nd Street
to Main, allowing guests
a peaceful stroll through
one of Tustin's historic
districts. The street fair
features a variety of
commercial and craft
vendors, community or-

ganizations, a beer/wine
garden and live music
from several area bands.

The band for the open-
ing night is Guilty Plea-
sure  Makers, playing
music from the 80s and
90s.

There is no admission
charge, and some of the
nearby restaurants are
open for dinner. The Mar-
ket is designed with all
ages in mind, including
stroller-friendly  paths,
kid-approved food and
activities for the little
ones. Leashed and well-
behaved dogs are wel-
come.

Free parking is avail-
able on nearby streets
and in three nearby city
parking lots. Vendors
and sponsors interested
in participating on fu-
ture dates are invited to
visit Tustincommunity-
foundation.org for more
information.

Orange Elks work in the community

Elks, from left, Julie Sutton and Julie Brown present a
check to Cameron Geringer-Pate of The Hub OC, as
Kelly Martines and Garrett Hamblin look on.

Elks Julie Brown, Rick Clark, Karen Hyland and Phil
Hyland serve lunch to GRIP participants.

Orange Elks recently
worked with four of our
Community Partners,
giving back to our com-
munity.

The Orange Elks Antlers
presented a check for

$550 to the Orange Uni-
fied School District Spe-
cial Education Depart-
ment in support of their
2026 OUSD Olympiad
Games. This is an ath-
letic event celebrating

approximately 500 stu-
dents with disabilities
from across the Orange
Unified School District.
The event is May 1 at
Fred Kelly Stadium in
Orange.

The lodge donated
$1,000 to our Communi-
ty Partner, the HUB OC, a
local nonprofit resource
center serving the un-
housed and individuals
experiencing hardship.

Next, we served lunch
at the GRIP Soccer
Camp. On the first day,
lodge members served
hot dogs and cheese-
burgers; on the second
day, Lamppost pizza
was on the menu.

GRIP (Gang Reduction
Intervention Partner-
ship) is a program for
kids between 8 and 12
years old that are pre-
selected to participate
in the program. The kids
are middle school kids
that are at-risk of gang
involvement and drug
use during a time when
they have very little
adult supervision.

The Orange Elks 1475
Team ended the week
participating and sup-
porting Second Harvest
Food Bank of Orange
County “Walk to Feed
ocC.”

Service Directory

Family owned and operated +18 years plumbing in OC

; Lifetime north Tustin resident

] @
_, NDTIRAL)
e /i i Mivi

: ' PLUMBING SERVICES®

It’s what we do

60 day drain guarantee « Clean, Neat and Professional - Leak Detection Water & Gas - Drain Camera
Inspection & Location  Pipe Re Lining Trenchless Sewer Repair

Hydro Jetting - Copper and Pex Repiping Tankless Water Heater Specialist

Water Heaters - Slab Leaks @ W == el

Bonded « Insured - References EREE ESTIMATES 71 4_541 _4400

License Ca 938498

SUPERIOR
PLUMBING

SERVICES

+ Residential Repair Specialist + Long-time OPA resident .
+ Family owned and operated since 1983 -

+ Sewer & Drain Cleaning +Faucets
+ Electronic Leak Detection « Toilets
+Video Pipe Inspections + Waterheaters
« Hydrojetting +Disposals
(71 4) 744 8045 Licensed, bonded @
Visit us at OcSuperiorplumbing.com  sesess ke

PLUMBING

Est. 1996 - Local Resident

Owners on Job No Job Too Small Clean & Efficient
Sewer & Drain Cleaning ~ Water heaters Disposals

Copper Repiping Faucets Toilets

Gas Leaks Bathtubs Dishwashers

Slab Leaks High Velocity Water Jetting Remodels

Sewer/Drain Camera Inspection

Free Estimates ® Prompt Service ® One Year Written Guarantee
on Parts & Labor * 30 Day Written Guarantee on Drains
BONDED & INSURED ¢ STATE LIC# 731786

United Plumbing & Drains, Inc.
714-538-8686

w/ad

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT B @ o

* Maximize Your Financial Income

* Minimize Your Vacancy Period ﬁ EtN TURY 21

* Improve Your Property ser

* Online Monthly Accounting Reports

* Direct Deposit of Funds Pttt E't',',' T LFEstyl

* We Do All The Work For You! REAL ESTATE e i

ESTABLISHMENT, INC.
CONTACT US NOW!!! s ChAPMAN AVE. Laura Thomas Th.264.4242
Realtor® laura@laurathi j
(714) 744-5711 DR 0080201 P

www,Reallstate Establishment.com e ety or gt

Homes ’ / 4 TERMITE COMPANY

& Loans

27 years of Real Estate & Mortgage Services

Stephanie Tourtellotte

Buying or Selling?

Thorough home valuations for sellers &
expert guidance for buyers!

www.sternerhomes.com [E @
949.529.1708 DRE #01251193 j== =t

r the Older Adulf

Kelly S. Francia Harlan
Administrator
714-269-7307 714-812-0137

Sonia@guardianangelshomes.com | Kellysabrina@guardianangelshomes.com

M.A. Psychology, M.A. Gerontology
Master of HR Management

Re5|den’r|ol Core Home

Sonia Garcia-Francia
CEO

www.GuardianAngelsHomes.com
North Tustin Locations

TERMITE CONTROL - WOOD REPAIRS
PEST CONTROL

FREE INSPECTIONS
714-635-5111



https://sternerhomes.com/
https://www.realestateestablishment.com/
https://ocsuperiorplumbing.com/
https://guardianangelshomes.com/
https://linktr.ee/givemearing
https://tustincommunityfoundation.org/
https://tustincommunityfoundation.org/
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Drive- through pantry assists pet parents with food, supplies

The drive through pet pantry

By Vicente Sarmiento
2nd District Supervisor

This April, our office
partnered with OC Ani-
mal Care to sponsor our
3rd Annual Family Furst
Drive-Thru Pet Pantry
event.

Held at the OC Animal
Care facility in Tustin, the
event assisted nearly
1,800 pets and distributed
over 31,000 pounds of pet
food, plus pet supplies.

On that Saturday, over

423 cars come through
the line. | was inspired
by the Animal Care staff
and shelter volunteers
who worked the line as-
sisting the residents. We
were also joined by local
volunteers from Boeing,
Pacific Life, Chase Bank
and UCI. The dedication
and passion of the vol-
unteers ensured the suc-
cess of the event.

Our event was part of
a series of drive-through
pet pantry events held

A happy pet

on the second Tuesday
of each month by OC
Animal Care. The goal
is to support pet own-
ers in need by providing
essential supplies that
help keep their animals
healthy, cared for, and
safely out of shelters.
Many of our neighbors
in Orange County are
struggling, and some-
times go without just to
be able to feed and take
care of their pet com-
panions. In fact, the ris-

I BE THE PERSON

4 YOURDOG¥
4 THINKSYOUARE

%

Supervisor Vicente Sarmiento

ing costs for pet food and
services are particularly
affecting our seniors,
many of whom are on
fixed incomes.

I am happy to be able
to assist them through
our support of OC Animal
Care, as well as the work
our office does through-
out the year with local
non-profit groups that
provide low or no-cost
veterinary and spay and
neuter services.

It was great meeting

the residents and their
pet companions at the
event. Many residents
were there early, and ev-
eryone was treated re-
spectfully.

If you or someone you
know can use assistance,
the pet pantry is open at
OC Animal Care on the
second Tuesday of each
month. For more details
or to volunteer, you can
find more information on
the OC Animal Care web-
site at ocpetinfo.com.
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Orange Elk honor and support

1475 |
DATE 'f;‘ A ”;'

L=

Breng.Lﬁnw Aﬂ"“" $[Tooo.= |
Ore. ﬂousand - /

MEMO

From left, Elks Garrett Hamblin, Julie Sutton, Lynn
Butler, Lisa Erickson of Breast Cancer Angels and
Julie Brown

By Bill Neessen

The Orange Elks Lodge
1475 presented a check
to Executive Director
Lisa Erickson of Breast
Cancer Angels.

This organization pro-
vides immediate sup-
port to individuals fight-
ing breast cancer, help-
ing ease the financial
burdens that come with
their journey.

The Lodge also donat-
ed $1,000 to the Orange
City Firefighters Foun-
dation. Elks are proud to
give back to our com-

munity to those who
serve us every day.

The April Flags Over
the Plaza honored Air
Force Veteran Scott
Conniff who passed
away on March 1.

Conniff was a retired
firefighter for the City of
Orange, a United States
Air Force veteran, a five-
year Elk and a member
of the American Legion.

A flag was raised in his
honor and presented to
his wife Monika.

The next Flags Over
the Plaza will be May 21.
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JC Cortez presenting the flag to Monika Conniff.
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From left are Firefighters Chase Riley, Jarad Brewer, Colton and Orange Elk Kent
Colton

Mr. Tustin — the Man-geant is back!

The 7th Annual Mr. Tu-
stin pageant is back, a
night of wholesome fun
and revelry, benefiting
the Miss Tustin Scholar-
ship Association. Those
men brave enough to
showcase their charm-
ing personality, illustri-
ous talent, wit, charm

and evening wear will
be cheered on by the
community.

The event will take
place on Saturday, May
30 at the Santa Ana Elks
Lodge #794, with food
and drink available for
purchase at 5 p.m., and
the show beginning at

6 p.m. Donors may sup-
port the event with Big
Hunk, Stud Muffin or “We
Love Mr. Tustin” sponsor-
ships. General admis-
sion is $30; student ad-
mission is $20, and chil-
dren under 10 are free.
See misstustin.org for
tickets.


https://ocpetinfo.com/
https://www.misstustin.org/

