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The Best News In Town Since 1969

ORANGE 
HEALTH CHECK 
Mayor Dan Slater takes 
the temperature of the 
City of Orange.         
See State of the City, 
page 9 - 10  

EVERYONE 
KNOWS HIS 
NAME 
Named as City of 
Orange Citizen of the 
Year, Frank Tucker is 
well-known throughout 
the community, as he 
works with multiple 
organizations.          
See Frank Tucker,  
page 1  

THE END OF 
ENDERLE? 
Guy Ball shares the 
inside scoop about  
the renowned  
upscale center.         
See New projects,  
page 1 and 6 

HAS TUSTIN 
ANIMAL 
SHELTER GONE 
TO THE DOGS? 
The conditions and 
management of OC 
Animal Care’s Tustin 
Shelter have been  
under scrutiny by many.         
See the CAPS 
Commentary, page 5  

INAUGURAL 
DIGITAL ISSUE 
For the first time since 
its inception in 1969 – 
57 years! 684 months! 
– the Foothills Sentry is 
digital-only. Subscribe 
to keep the Best Local 
News coming to you.         
See FoothillsSentry.com.   

Frank Tucker named 
Orange 2025 Citizen of the Year

A highlight of the Or-
ange State of the City, 
March 20, was the pre-
sentation of the Orange 
Citizen of the Year. This 
award recognizes some-
one who truly represents 
the heart of our commu-
nity — a leader whose 
generosity and com-
mitment to service have 
made a lasting impact 
on the City of Orange.

Frank Tucker was 
named Orange Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Citi-
zen of the Year.  

Frank has spent much 
of his professional career 
with Taco Bell Corpora-
tion, serving as Global 
Chief People Officer and 
helping launch the Taco 
Bell Foundation, which 
supports young people 
through scholarships, 
education, and leader-
ship development.

Closer to home, his 
dedication to service is 
extraordinary. He cur-

rently serves as Presi-
dent of the Orange Uni-
fied Public Schools Foun-
dation, supporting stu-
dents, educators, and 
programs across the 
district. He also serves on 
the Board of Governors 
for the Boys & Girls Club 
of Central Orange Coast 
and as a board member 
of the Kiwanis Club of 
Orange.

His community in-
volvement also includes 
Leadership Orange, the 
Community Foundation 
of Orange, the Orange 
International Street Fair, 
the Friendly Center, the 
Old Towne Preservation 
Association and many 
other local organiza-
tions.

Those who know Frank 
describe him as one of 
the most generous and 
dedicated volunteers 
in our community, of-
ten working behind the 
scenes – setting up, grill-
ing at a fundraiser, pack-
ing food boxes, mentor-
ing students or simply 
stepping in wherever 
help is need.

Orange Unified School 
Superintendent Dr. Ra-
chel Monárrez presented 
the award.

New projects taking over 17th Street

By Guy Ball

Two major projects will 
soon reshape 17th Street 
in the north end of Tus-
tin.

Enderle Center was 
part of the Enderle fam-
ily orchard, pioneered in 
the early 1900s by grow-
ers Herman Enderle, his 
brother Frank and his 
sister Rose. In the 1970s, 
ground was broken on 
the land for a premier 
shopping and restau-
rant center by Herman’s 
grandson, Al Enderle.

The longtime Ender-
le Center, now under 
new ownership, is to be 

known as “Campo on 
17th”. The project re-
develops the existing 
commercial site into a 
mixed-use shopping 
center. The proposal in-
volves the rehabilitation 
and demolition of exist-
ing buildings, as well as 
the new construction of 
stores, restaurants, and 
other commercial and 
residential buildings. 

The developers intend 
to keep the center as a 
“destination,” including 
ample outdoor space, 
honoring the Enderle 

City of Orange Rotary Clubs 
honor police and fire 

The three Rotary Clubs 
of Orange joined to-
gether on March 12 to 
recognize the city’s top 
first responders at the 
52nd Annual William G. 
Steiner Memorial Police 
& Fire Awards Luncheon, 
an annual tradition that 
highlights exceptional 
service within the Or-
ange Police Department 
and Orange Fire Depart-
ment.

Hosted collaboratively 
by Orange Rotary, Or-
ange North Rotary, and 
Orange Plaza Rotary, the 

luncheon brought com-
munity leaders, public 
safety officials and lo-
cal organizations to-
gether to celebrate the 
achievements of the 
2025 honorees.

Orange Fire Depart-
ment Honorees included

• Manager of the Year: 
Battalion Chief Casey 
Fieldhouse

• Firefighter of the Year: 
Fire Captain Stephen Fan

The developer's rendering of the Campo on 17th, the former Enderle Center.

Photo by Grant Romancia
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Conservation. 
Another great

American pastime.

Learn more at at www.eocwd.com

"Rotary Club"
continued from page 1

• Non-sworn Profes-
sional Staff Member of 
the Year: Lucy Echevar-
ria

• Fire Reserve of the 
Year: Alik Amoranto

• Fire Cadet of the Year: 
Cooper Adams

Fire Chief Alan Velasco 
presented the awards, 
recognizing each indi-
vidual for their dedica-
tion, professionalism, 
and commitment to 
protecting the commu-
nity.

Orange Police Depart-
ment Honorees (2025)

• Supervisor of the Year: 
Sergeant Kirk Salmon

• Officer of the Year: 
Detective David Hernan-
dez

• Non-sworn Profes-
sional Staff Member of 
the Year: Richard Marti-
nez

• Explorer of the Year: 
Yanexy Franco

Police Chief Adam 
Jevec honored the re-
cipients, noting their 
leadership, integrity, and 
service to the residents 
of Orange.

Program highlights

The ceremony fea-
tured contributions from 
several community fig-
ures. Pat Buttress, from 
Supt. Don Wagner's of-

fice, 3rd District OC, pro-
vided opening introduc-
tions. Sean Chavarria of 
the Orange Elks Lodge 
delivered the invocation. 
Mayor Dan Slater led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Al-
exandra Geringer Pate 
performed the national 
anthem.

Keynote remarks were 
delivered by Hon. Gene 
Hernandez, head of the 
Yorba Linda Water Dis-
trict, former Yorba Linda 
mayor, and former Or-
ange police officer. A 
special recognition was 
presented to retired Or-
ange Fire Chief Sean de-
Metropolis, who shared 
reflections on his years 
of service.

Master of Ceremonies 
Cam Geringer Pate, the 
city’s newest Duke of 
Orange, closed the pro-
gram by thanking all 
who contribute to sus-
taining this long stand-
ing community tradi-
tion, including the presi-
dents of the three Rotary 
Clubs.

The annual luncheon 
underscores the strong 
partnership between 
the City of Orange and 
its service organizations. 
Residents interested in 
community involvement 
are encouraged to con-
sider joining a local ser-
vice club.

For those wishing to 
learn more, the Orange 
North Rotary Club wel-
comes inquiries at (714) 
227-3822.

Ten nominees have 
been announced for the 
2025 Tustin Area Man 
and Woman of the Year 
(TAMWY). Four men and 
six women have been 
nominated for the pres-
tigious honor by local 
nonprofit groups. The 
2025 nominees are, for 
Tustin Area Man of the 
Year: 

• Ken Higman, Tustin 
Area Senior Center
• Johnny Johnson, Tus-
tin American Legion Post 
227
• Jeff Meyers, Tustin Area 
Council for Fine Arts
• Brady Michel, Tustin 
Host Lions Club

Nominated as Tustin 
Area Woman of the Year:  

• Linda Fernandez, Santa 
Ana Elks Lodge #794
• Christine Gregg, So-
roptimist International of 
Santa Ana-Tustin
• Irene Iverson, Tustin 
Area Woman's Club
• Sue McKee, Santa Ana 

Elks Lodge #794
• Kelly Meyers, Tustin 
Area Council for Fine Arts
• Susan Reid, Tustin Area 
Historical Society

The TAMWY program 
has been held for more 
than 60 years. Tustin 
area individuals are rec-
ognized for their dedi-
cated work, leadership 
and outstanding volun-
teerism in the commu-
nity.  Nominations for the 
award come from local 
nonprofit organizations 
or previous winners, who 
are TAMWY Committee 
"life members."

The annual Tustin Area 
Man and Woman of the 
Year Awards Dinner will 
be held on Friday, June 
5, at 6 p.m. at the Santa 
Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. 
Elk Lane, Santa Ana. The 
dinner is attended by 
city and county officials, 
previous TAMWY award 
winners and community 
members.  

Additionally, the TAM-
WY Committee will rec-

ognize an outstanding 
high school senior from 
the Tustin Unified School 
District. Student musi-
cians from Beckman 
High School will perform 
at the event. 

The Tustin Man and 
Woman of the Year will 
become lifetime mem-
bers of the TAMWY or-
ganization. They will re-
ceive special awards, 
pins, and city and coun-
ty proclamations at the 
dinner. They will also 
ride in the Tustin Tiller 
Days Parade as guests 
of honor in October, and 
have their names per-
manently etched on 
a brick walkway in the 
plaza between the Tus-
tin Library and Clifton C. 
Miller Community Cen-
ter at the Tustin Civic 
Center.  

TAMWY 2026 Awards 
Dinner tickets may be 
purchased at tamwy.
raiselysite.com prior to 
Friday, May 15. Sponsor-
ships are also available; 
details can be found 
on the TAMWY website.  
Sponsors will be recog-
nized at the dinner and 
acknowledged in the 
printed program. 

For more information, 
please contact 2023 
TAWOY Sheryl Franke 
at tamwyfranke2023@
gmail.com or 2023 TAM-
OY Roger Carlson at 
(714) 318-3629 or rwc-
cpa@aol.com.

Last year's winners, Ed Reynolds and Tammis 
Berkheimer, display their Tustin Area Man and 
Woman of the Year awards. 

From left, VP Rotary President Stephen Ashley, retired 
county social worker and foundation board mem-
ber Lourdes Chavez, Brian “Eddie” Nash and Rotarian 
Risa Scott.

VP Rotary recognizes 
Eddie Nash Foundation

Brian “Eddie” Nash, 
an advocate for foster 
youth, shared his per-
sonal journey through 
the foster system, cap-
tured in his memoir “A 
Phoenix Rising: A story of 
resilience, strength and 
purpose” at a Villa Park 
Rotary meeting. 

Through his Eddie Nash 
Foundation, established 
over 20 years ago, Ed-
die has worked to re-
unite siblings, separated 
by the foster system, 
through his programs, 
Camp to Belong and 

Together We Belong. His 
foundation works to up-
lift youth by offering re-
sources, such as finan-
cial literacy seminars, 
mentorship, and the Re-
siliency Awards, recog-
nizing youth who have 
overcome unimagi-
nable challenges are 
building bright futures. 

The Rotary Club of Villa 
Park presented a $2,000 
check to the Eddie Nash 
Foundation, to assist 
with its mission of uplift-
ing and supporting fos-
ter youth.

Tustin Area Man and Woman of the Year to be awarded
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40
 OF PRESERVING OLD TOWNE

And we’re still going strong!

40YEARS

Tickets available                               at www.otpa.org

Lights. Camera. Preservation!
Join us for OTPA’s 40th Birthday Celebration double-header!

SUNDAY, May 17, 2026
Garden Party Reception • Guest Speaker Brett Waterman, 

host of TV’s Restored and renowned architectural preservationist.

WEDNESDAY, May 20, 2026
A special film viewing of The Old Towne Orange Movie  

featuring the history and charm of our unique neighborhood  
and a Q&A with director Dan Parks.

One ticket. Two great events!

HONORED BY THE CITY OF ORANGE.  
POWERED BY THE COMMUNITY. 

The Old Towne Preservation Association is proud to be recognized  
by both the City of Orange and the County of Orange with official  
Proclamations celebrating 40 years of preservation leadership.

From protecting historic homes to advocating for thoughtful  
development, the Old Towne Preservation Association   
has remained committed to preserving the character  

and integrity of Old Towne Orange.

This milestone is a moment to reflect — but also to celebrate.

https://otpa.org/
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Irvine Ranch and its historic landscape

By Guy Ball

Kelley Brugmann of the 
Irvine Ranch Conser-
vancy will discuss "Living 
Legacy: Irvine Ranch's 
Rich History Through 
Landscape Reflections," 
at the next meeting of 
the Orange County His-
torical Society on Thurs-
day, April 9. 

The historic Irvine 

Ranch was shaped by 
more than 150 years of 
rich culture, enduring 
heritage, and thriving 
open space, cared for by 
generations of dedicat-
ed stewards. For more 
than 20 years, the Irvine 
Ranch Conservancy has 
continued that legacy, 
protecting and restoring 
this remarkable land-
scape for the future, 

while inviting the com-
munity to experience its 
beauty. Discover a rare 
expanse of preserved 
Orange County open 
space where monu-
ments, historic sites, and 
striking geological fea-
tures reveal the stories 
of the land.

Kelley Brugmann is a 
lifelong Orange Coun-
tian with over 25 years 
of experience in envi-
ronmental education 
across local cities, the 
county and nonprofit 

organizations. She pre-
viously supported public 
programs at OC Parks’ 
historic sites, and now 
serves as Program Man-
ager for Community 
Engagement and Edu-
cation at Irvine Ranch 
Conservancy, oversee-
ing a dynamic team 
that leads steward-
ship, school programs, 
and public activities. An 
award-winning Mas-
ter Interpreter, she has 
trained more than 250 
park rangers in the art of 

interpretation.
The meeting will be 

held on Thursday, April 
9, starting at 7:30 p.m., 
at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 2400 N. Canal 
St., Orange. Attendance 
is free for OCHS mem-
bers, and a $5 donation 
for non-members.

For more informa-
tion about the Orange 
County Historical So-
ciety, local history, and 
future meetings, visit 
OrangeCountyHistory.
org.

Realtor supports 
Rupert Motorsports

Local realtor David 
Silva, known through-
out the community as 
the GiveMEaRing.com™ 
REALtor, is once again 
supporting Rupert Mo-
torsports as they pre-
pare for the NHRA Win-
ternationals in Pomona, 
taking place April 9–12. 
Silva has been a valued 
sponsor of the team for 
multiple years and now 
steps forward as one of 
their premier sponsors.

This season, Silva’s 
GiveMEaRing.com™ logo 
will appear in a large 
hood placement on the 
team’s Top Fuel Funny 
Car driven by Anaheim 

resident Jason Ru-
pert. The car, capable 
of reaching more than 
300 miles per hour, will 
proudly display the fa-
miliar branding recog-
nized throughout the 
Foothills community.

Rupert Motorsports re-
cently completed the Ar-
izona Nationals in March 
and now shifts focus to 
the Pomona event at the 
historic In-N-Out Burger 
Pomona Dragstrip.

His continued support 
of Rupert Motorsports 
reflects his long standing 
commitment to local or-
ganizations and home-
town pride.

Irvine Ranch scene

Irvine Ranch conservatory native seed farm

Chris Jensen at the Hanging Tree, Presita Canyon.

Rupert Motorsports sports the Silva logo.

FESTIVAL 
FLOWERS

OF

The Woman’s Club of Orange Presents:

87th Annual Spring Flower Show 
Saturday, April 11, 2026 
12 Noon to 4 PM

 Competition open to all  
amateur Gardeners  

no entry Fee to exhibit 

Information available at: 
www.womanscluboforange.org  

or call 714-836-5919

Woman’s Club of Orange, 121 S. Center St., Orange 92866 
Orange Non-Profit of the Year 2024 

Non Profit License #95-1385689 
All  net proceeds benefit WCO Charities

Free-to-enter professionally-judged show  
Plants and floral arrangements on display from local gardens 

Vendors  -  Plant Sales   -  Cafe  -  Sweet Shop 
Hourly Opportunity Drawings!

 
free admission! 
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Assistance League® of Orange celebrates grads 
entering military service

The Assistance League® 
of Orange is proud to 
recognize local high 
school seniors who have 
chosen to serve our 
country through military 
service.

Each year, the Orange 
chapter hosts a Salute 
to Service event to honor 
graduating seniors en-
tering the Armed Forc-
es, and to recognize the 
families who have sup-
ported them along the 
way. 

This year’s event will 
take place on Wednes-
day, May 13, at 4:30 p.m. 
The program includes 
dinner, a guest speaker, 
presentation of certifi-
cates and a raffle. Stu-
dents from the Orange 
community who have 
committed to serve in the 
military following gradu-
ation will be recognized 
for their dedication and 
willingness to answer the 
call to serve. The event 
celebrates seniors en-
tering all branches of 
the United States Armed 
Forces, acknowledging 
their courage, leader-
ship, and commitment 
to protecting our nation.

“Through Salute to Ser-
vice, we are honored to 
recognize these out-

standing students and 
celebrate their com-
mitment to serving our 
country,” said Karen 
Coey, Salute to Service 
Chair. “Their dedication 
reflects the very best of 
our community.”

Through this program, 
the Assistance League 
of Orange celebrates the 
courage and commit-
ment of the next genera-

tion of service members. 
To learn more about 

Assistance League of 
Orange and its commu-
nity programs, please 
see alorange.org. For 
membership informa-
tion, a Prospective Mem-
ber Event will be held on 
Monday, April 27 at 6 p.m. 
at the Assistance League 
Chapter House, 124 S. 
Orange St. 

https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/irvine-ranch-and-its-historic-landscape
http://OrangeCountyHistory.org
http://OrangeCountyHistory.org
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/realtor-supports-rupert-motorsports
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https://www.womanscluboforange.org/
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/assistance-league-of-orange-celebrates-grads-entering-military
http://alorange.org
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Guest CommentaryGuest Commentary

Tustin Shelter investigated
By John Pellegrino

The Companion Ani-
mal Protection Society 
(CAPS), a national non-
profit based in Thousand 
Oaks, has just released 
a short documentary 
entitled “A CAPS Inves-
tigation of OC Animal 
Care.” It exposes the in-
competence and mis-
management of one of 
California’s largest mu-
nicipal animal shelters, 
OC Animal Care. Locat-
ed in Tustin, it serves 14 
communities in Orange 
County. 

Orange County has 
been plagued by a 
string of scandals, with 
horrible consequences 
for the animals and no 
accountability for the 
culprits. For a long time, 
the appeals of commu-
nity advocates and an 
Orange County Grand 

Jury report went un-
answered. Two Orange 
County Supervisors, Ja-
net Nguyen and Vicente 
Sarmiento, eventually 
brought about impor-
tant reforms, but much 
more needs to be done.  

CAPS interviewed 
community members 
who have a deep un-
derstanding of this 
shelter’s operations, 
and have spent count-
less hours poring over 
the shelter’s data. What 
these and other advo-
cates uncovered is an 
unending series of di-
sasters: 

• Employing a human 
resources bureaucrat 
with no shelter experi-
ence as shelter director

• Using “official” statis-
tics that appear to have 
been entirely fabricated

• Employing a severely 

inadequate number of 
kennel workers

• Keeping dogs in their 
kennels for days on end 
without going for walks 
or out into the play yards

• Insisting on keeping 
visitors out of the kennel 
areas to cover up staff-
ing shortfalls and filthy 
kennels

• Placing animals on 
the euthanasia list for 
mild, treatable medical 
problems

• Using flimsy excus-
es to suspend the feral 
cat Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR) program

• Sending bunnies, 
guinea pigs, and ham-
sters to a snake rescue 
group to meet an un-
fathomable fate

All the while, the shel-
ter was leaning hard 
on cash-strapped res-
cue organizations, and 
sending more than 128 

dogs to Woofy Acres, 
which is the subject of 
a horrific animal cruelty 
case.  

A good example of 
the blueprint for a well-
run shelter is the coun-
ty’s Animal Care Stra-
tegic Plan, developed 
at great expense and 
unanimously approved 
in 2018. CAPS’ goal is 
reasonable: Orange 
County should imple-
ment its own Strategic 
Plan. It is the right way to 
complete the good re-
forms brought about by 
County Supervisors Ja-
net Nguyen and Vicente 
Sarmiento, who listened 
to their communities’ 
concerns.  

Watch A CAPS Inves-
tigation of OC Animal 
Care

Learn more about 
CAPS’ efforts to reform 
California’s municipal 

animal shelters through 
outreach and legislation 
and watch the trailer for 
"The Crisis at California’s 
Municipal Shelters."

About CAPS
Founded in 1992, the 

Companion Animal Pro-
tection Society (CAPS) 
is the only national non-
profit dedicated ex-
clusively to protecting 
companion animals 
from cruelty in pet shops 
and puppy/kitten mills. 
CAPS addresses animal 
suffering through inves-
tigations, outreach, leg-
islation, legal advocacy, 
consumer assistance, 
rescue, and shelter re-
form. 

John Pellegrino,
Founded Let It Be Known 
Public Relations,
john@letitbeknownpr.
com

Beware of e-bike

Dear Editor:
On March 12, a Seal 

Beach woman suffered 
critical injuries after 
being struck by an 
e-bike. Although 
this happened in a 
crosswalk, these bikes 
are now quite prevalent 
on our city sidewalks.  
Not only have I nearly 
been hit while on my 
twice-daily dog walks, 
I've seen dangerously 
close calls with others. 

Orange code 10.10.090 
Riding on Sidewalks 
states, in part:

They are prohibited on 
sidewalks in business 
districts unless posted 
otherwise.  

Where sidewalk riding 
is permitted:

1. Operators must 
yield to pedestrians and 
exercise due care

2. Provide an audible 
signal before overtaking 
and passing pedestrians

3. Operate at a 
maximum speed of 
10MPH and reduce to 5 
when pedestrians are 
present.

Far too many people 
disobey traffic laws 
- running red lights, 
not stopping behind 
crosswalk limit lines, 
speeding, yakking on 
phones, to name a few.  
In all instances I mention 
above, these e-bikers 
were going well over 
these speed limits. Do 
they look for signage, 
make an audible signal, 
obey speed limits? Do 
they even know the laws?  
The answer is clear. Our 
absurd, far-too-lenient 
laws allowing motorized 
vehicles on sidewalks 
with pedestrians may 
well lead to serious injury 
or death. It's time to make 
revisions.  Immediately.  

Steve Tyler
Orange  

Juliana Estrada Amreen Islam Olivia Chacon 

Tustin Area Woman’s Club  
Young Women of the Month – March 2026

Tustin Area Woman’s 
Club announced its 
Young Women of the 
Month for March 2026. 
The awardees are Juli-
ana Estrada from Foothill 
High; Amreen Islam from 
Legacy High School; and 
Olivia Chacon from Tus-
tin High.

Juliana Estrada is 
known for her creative 
and artistic abilities. She 
was the President of the 
Foothill Art Club SOFA 
(Students of Fine Art); the 
ASB Publicity Commis-
sioner; and is currently 
the Fine Arts Commis-
sioner. She has helped 
to curate several student 

art exhibitions and sup-
ports the Tustin Art Walk, 
where student artwork is 
showcased to the com-
munity. Juliana aspires 
to become a high school 
art teacher after com-
pleting a degree in art 
and earning her teach-
ing credential.

Amreen Islam has 
served on the Associated 
Student Body in leader-
ship roles, such as Direc-
tor of Academics, Chief 
Culture and Community 
Officer and is currently 
the Chief Executive Offi-
cer. She interned at a law 
firm over the summer, 
where she strengthened 

her desire to pursue a 
career in law and public 
service. Amreen plans to 
major in Political Science 
and minor in Public Pol-
icy and Business at New 
York University. 

Olivia Chacon has 
taken classes in the Bio-
medical Pathway at Tu-
stin High School, and is 
interested in studying 
forensic anthropology 
at Long Beach State Uni-
versity. Olivia serves her 
community by sharing 
her artistic talents, which 
include doing chalk mu-
rals at Hispanic Heritage 
Night, making cards for 
the Maker’s Market and 
supporting the Tustin Art 
Walk. Olivia is a council 
member of the Friday 
Night Live Club, bring-
ing drug awareness and 
prevention to the Tustin 
High community. 

Isabel Villalobos Finol, 
Beckman High School, 
was also named as a 
March awardee.  

mailto:https://foothillssentry.com/?subject=
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mailto:advertising%40foothillssentry.com?subject=Advertising%20Foothills%20Sentry
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https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/beware-of-e-bike
https://www.ramblingrose.net/
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https://caps-web.org/california-shelter-documentary-update/
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Center’s history as part 
of the Tustin community, 
and to continue hosting 
local events there.

As for structural 
changes, there will be 
quite a few. On the west 
side of the property, ad-
jacent to the 55 Freeway, 
a new car wash will re-
place some of the older 
office buildings. 

Most of the stores and 
restaurants will be re-
placed with new or re-
furbished structures.

"17th Street"
continued from page 1

The gas station at the 
corner of 17th and Yorba 
will be replaced with a 
new drive-through res-
taurant. What is now 
Enderle Center Drive will 
be shortened to cre-
ate an entrance for the 
center and a second 
new drive-through res-
taurant, and to provide 
access to the Taco Bell 
on 17th Street, which will 
remain. 

Greenbelt areas will 
be included in the shop-
ping areas to allow for 
outdoor relaxing and 
dining.

One of the largest 
changes to the prop-
erty is the addition of 
100 residential condo-
minium units along the 
southern part of the 
parcel, including the ex-
isting parking lot to the 
east.  (The closure of 
that portion of Enderle 
Center Drive will allow 
for the combining of the 
residential areas.) 

The plan for the shop-
ping center is in the final 
review stage, with public 
hearings anticipated in 
the next few months.

Financial Plaza to be re-
cast

Over on 17th and Pros-
pect, the five office 
buildings that make up 
the Tustin Financial Pla-
za will be demolished. 
That property will be re-
developed into residen-
tial housing.

The plaza, originally 
the Meredith Financial 
Centre, was built in 1972-
73 by the prolific devel-
oper Eddy Meredith, who 
was very involved in up-
scale home develop-
ment in Orange County, 
including the Meredith 
Park, Meredith Village 
and Meredith Manor 
communities in North 
Tustin and Orange. The 
financial center was his 
firm's first large-scale 
business project.

The new project, called 
“Cypress Grove,” will see 
the site redeveloped to 
construct a total of 145 
market-rate residential 
condominiums, consist-
ing of 62 single-family 
detached “cluster” units 

and 83 single-family at-
tached townhomes. All 
of the structures will be 
three stories high, in a 
variety of Farmhouse, 
Craftsman, and ab-
stract traditional styles, 
with three or four bed-
rooms, ranging from 
about 2,000 to 2,900 sq. 
ft. each.

Homes would include 
two enclosed garage 
spaces per unit, with 40 

designated visitor park-
ing spaces along the 
internal street. The proj-
ect's entrance would be 
on Prospect Avenue. A 
recreational area near 
the center would include 
a community gathering 
space, lawn and trees, 
seating and an adven-
ture play area.

Cypress Grove has 
been approved by the 
city council.

Tustin to hold 
community 

yard sale
Find your treasure!

Join us at the 2026 Tu-
stin Community Yard 
Sale on Saturday, April 
11, from 8 a.m. to noon 
at the Tustin Civic Cen-
ter parking lot, 300 Cen-
tennial Way in Tustin, 
between First and Main 
streets, next to Tustin 
City Hall. 

The Tustin Yard Sale 
will have a number of 
vendors selling a wide 
variety of items, includ-
ing clothes, toys, books, 
glassware, household 
items, electronics, fur-
niture, collectibles and 
more.  

For more information, 
please contact Miriam 
Garcia, Recreation Co-
ordinator, at Tustin Parks 
and Recreation: mgar-
cia@tustinca.org or visit  
tustinca.org/yardsale.

OTPA's 11th Annual State of 
Old Towne Forum

Hear what's going on 
with big issues in Orange 
from a panel of distin-
guished City of Orange 
officials in this informa-
tive evening presented 
by the Old Towne Pres-
ervation Association. 

The annual event will 
take place on Thursday, 
April 16 at 6 p.m. at the 
Council Chambers at 
Orange City Hall, 300 E. 
Chapman. The meeting 
is free and open to the 
public; complimentary 
refreshments provided 
by OTPA.

Submit your ques-
tions to be considered 
on topics regarding 
crime, short-term rent-
als, Chapman’s Specific 
Plan, city finances, Mills 
Act, and other issues 
facing Old Towne and 
the City of Orange.

Any questions can be 
sent to Info@OTPA.org.

The Old Towne Preser-
vation Association is a 
public benefit non-profit 
organization formed as 
an emergency mea-
sure in February of 1986 
to halt the demolition 
of historic homes that 
was erasing the histo-
ry of this great city and 
the charm found in Old 
Towne Orange’s more 
than 1,400 homes and 
businesses built before 
1941.

It was OTPA who peti-
tioned the State of Cali-
fornia, in 1997, to des-
ignate Old Towne as a 
Residential Historic Dis-
trict, placed in the Na-

tional Registry of Historic 
Places. This makes it the 
largest, contiguous resi-
dential historic district in 
the State of California. 
OTPA’s constant efforts 
have protected and 
preserved Old Towne’s 
historic heritage and 
ensured that the rich 
tapestry of side-by-side 
historic homes remains.

OTPA works to main-
tain the historic integrity 
and economic viability 
of the area through ed-
ucation, community in-
volvement, and service 
projects which support 
the concerns of Orange 
residents in preserving 
this neighborhood for 
future generations.

OTPA preservation ef-
forts cover Orange City 
Council, Design Review 
Committee, Planning 
Commission and Code 
Enforcement meetings,  
and include, speaking 
up on projects contrary 
to the Historic Preserva-
tion Design Standards 
and educating the pub-
lic. These are the city’s 
regulations and codes 
regarding our Historic 
Districts that keep Old 
Towne a rare pocket of 
yesterday’s charm.

Old Towne enjoys high 
property values, quality 
schools, safe streets, a 
charming Plaza around 
which we may walk and 
dine — and we pledge 
that OTPA will work to 
keep it that way, with 
your help and contribu-
tions!

An artist's rendering of the new Enderle Center/ 
Campo on 17th.

The Tustin Financial Plaza will be demolished to 
make way for housing.

The former Tustin Financial Plaza will become Cy-
press Grove, shown here.
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Eternal vigilance
Stop your sobbing

Thanks always to In-
ter-Canyon League 
(ICL) Secretary Scott 
Breeden for faithful 
note-taking. He reports 
that at its March meet-
ing, the ICL board voted 
to partially make up for 
this year's reduced an-
ti-GSOB support by hir-
ing GSOB nemesis Mike 
Boeck of Silverado to 
advocate for the can-
yons when dealing with 
county, state and other 
agencies. Boeck, who 
has made GSOB aware-
ness and prevention his 
mission and expertise, 
will continue work ICL 
previously funded via 
grants no longer avail-
able. 

He has helped the Ir-
vine Ranch Conservan-
cy identify infestations 
in county park land and 
its own. Alas, seriously 
infested oaks cannot 
be saved by spraying 
and must be removed. 
The Cleveland National 
Forest cannot pay for 
spraying or removal. 
Trees on county-owned 
land should be sprayed 
or removed by, well, the 
county. Ipso facto, in-
fected and dead trees 
on private property 
should be removed by 
the landowner. But what 
if a landowner is absent, 
doesn’t respond, or can't 
afford the cost? Boeck 
reports that he’s working 
on language for a pro-
posed tree ordinance to 
present to the county.

More GSOB
Eternal vigilance is 

the price of liberty, or 
at least pest-free trees. 
Specialized Tree Care & 
Landscape has joined 
the battle to save our 
oaks. In conjunction with 
RPW’s treatment ser-
vices, Specialized of-
fers pruning and tree 
health assessments to-
ward detecting early 
signs of infestation; it 
also provides fertiliza-
tion, mulch applica-
tions and removal and 
disposal of infested 
trees. Here’s their pro 
tip: Pruning coastal live 
oak trees during the 
warmer months helps 
reduce risk of pathogen 
infection, while support-
ing strong structure and 
overall vigor.

Zero Zone, meet Fair 
Plan

Canyon homeowners 
enrolled in the Califor-
nia Fair Plan recently re-
ceived an invitation, in-
centive, or perhaps oth-
erwise attention-getting 
letter, offering modest 
discounts for specific, if 
somehow obvious, mea-
sures at further wildlife 
protection. You might 
already be the benefi-
ciary of one of 10 actions 
you have already taken, 
but worthwhile perhaps 
to double-check the list. 
Of course, we are a Fire 
Wise-certified commu-
nity, which helps. Other 
actions include docu-
mented vegetation and 
debris clearance, re-
moving combustible 
materials incorporat-
ed into improvements, 
moving outbuildings 

further away from your 
domicile, and, of course, 
trimming trees. For big-
ger discounts and more 
peace of mind, you 
could also replace your 
old roof with a Class-A 
fire rated one, enclose 
your eaves, install fire-
resistant vents, multi-
paned windows or shut-
ters, and make sure that 
external walls are pro-
tected by non-combus-
tible material.

Not your BFF!
Sorry, more bugs! A 

quick tutorial from fel-
low backyard Modjeska 
fig farmer Sarah Sarkis-
sian includes an un-
welcome introduction 
to the black fig fly (BFF) 
(Silba adipata), another 
invasive pest. This one 
specifically targets fig 
trees. First reported in 
Southern California in 
2021, it has spread, and 
now impacts both com-
mercial and neighbor-
hood fig growers in the 
Southland. 

BFF is not your best 
friend, but it can be for-
ever and ruin your entire 
harvest. These flies are 
evil geniuses, finding 
unprotected young fruit 
and laying an egg which 
will hatch into a larva, 
which will eat out the in-
side of the fig, causing 
it to soften, drop dead, 
and then hit the ground. 
It gets worse. Under the 
tree, the eggs made 
by the larva hatch and 
burrow into the ground 
and then at some fu-
ture date, their horrible 
kids wake up and at-
tack your tree, assum-
ing it has even bothered 
to produce fruit. Most 
fig trees (and there are 
plenty in our canyons) 
have two growth cycles, 
two harvests. Act now, 
for the earlier, smaller 
crop. When you see late 
spring or early summer 
fruit, carefully apply a 
bit of white cloth tape 
to the vulnerable spot 
on the fruit, toward pre-
venting infection in the 
first place, and prophy-
lactically stopping the 
cycle of infestation. 

Ectothermic
Distract yourself from 

local pests with tame 
cold-blooded creatures 
who aren’t out to de-
stroy fruit or oaks. Library 
of the Canyons and 
Friends of the Library in-
vite you to the Thursday 
morning, April 9, 11 a.m., 
“Dino Hunt and Reptile 
Show.” Wild Wonders 
offers a hands-on pro-
gram where kids and 

families can get close 
to snakes, iguanas and 
crocodiles, in addition to 
pretend dinosaur eggs. 

In related Friends of the 
Library news, over 120 
came out to the recent 
Leo Hetzel life-in-photo-
journalism show at the 
Community Room. The 
Friends board asks you 
to keep Sunday, June 7 
open for its next fundrais-
ing event. Hosted by the 
Sarkissians in Modjeska 
Canyon, we will once 
again feed each other 
and bid on homemade 
desserts, all toward cel-
ebrating our branch li-
brary and funding future 
programs, including one 
on local canyon history 
in the fall. Organized and 
presented by the ICL His-
tory Committee, it will 
feature archival materi-
als, e.g., books, newspa-
pers, photographs, art, 
and artifacts, curated 
by this terrific volunteer 
group. 

Arden update 
OC Parks PIO Danielle 

Kennedy reports big 
improvements coming 
to the Helena Modjeska 
Historic House and Gar-
dens. I just copy and 
paste: “To help protect 
and preserve this Na-
tional Historic Land-
mark, the existing re-
taining wall behind the 
Modjeska home will be 
replaced and reinforced 
with a structurally ro-
bust system. The proj-
ect will begin in May, 
and is expected to be 
completed in late 2026. 
While work is being con-
ducted, Arden will be 
closed on weekdays, 
but will remain open for 
guided tours on Satur-
days. Multiple tours will 
be available between 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m., by ad-
vance reservation. 

"Once the retaining 
wall is complete, OC 
Parks will replace the ex-
isting wood shingle roof 
with fire‑treated roofing 
for improved building 
protection. This project 
is expected to continue 
into 2027. Both projects 
have been carefully 
planned, and will use 
appropriate materials 
and design elements to 
maintain and protect 
the historic character of 
the property for genera-
tions to come. Addition-
al details about these 
major preservation ef-
forts will be shared at 
ocparks.com.”  

Wow. Great news, and 
great writing. That’s 
what we try for at the 
“Canyon Beat.”

Optometric or optimis-
tic?

“This regime is evil 
and must never be al-
lowed to acquire nuclear 
weapons. While we may 
not see eye-to-eye on 
this issue, I will always 
stand with our service 
members risking their 
lives for U.S. security and 
regional peace, and with 
the Iranian people in 
their brave struggle for 
freedom.” The above ar-
rived via email from my 
frequent correspondent 
Rep. Young Kim, whose 
ChatGOP AI robot assis-
tant seems to know me 
by now. Unhelpfully, all 
her (its) responses to my 
queries about ICE, the il-
legal war on Iran, Trump, 
civil rights, and more, 
reference our eyesight. 
Some speculate that her 
recent full-on hard-right 
political positions and 
recent rhetoric track with 
her 40th CD (recently 
redistricted) race for re-
election against fellow 
Republican Ken Calvert, 
where they are (forgive 
me) neck and neck, toe 
to toe, and will indeed 
face off in the June pri-
mary. 

Hop to it
Silverado’s Easter 

Breakfast at the Com-
munity Center begins at 
7 a.m., serving until noon 
at the Community Cen-
ter, with music, a raffle, 
and an Easter Egg Hunt 
at 9:30. Modjeska’s is at 
Fire Station 16 starting at 
8 a.m., with pancakes, 
eggs, and sausages 
until 11. Same prices for 
both: $10 adults, $5 chil-
dren. Modjeska’s hunt 
for painted ova happens 
next door at Modjeska 
Park, 1 p.m. Want to vol-
unteer? Labar@cox.net. 
Thanks, Paula. 

Summer Concert Series 
It’s not too early to 

schedule your third Sat-
urday evenings, May 
through September. Live 
from the Zachary Dupre 
Stage at the Silverado 
Fairgrounds and Com-
munity Center, the Sil-
verado Summer Concert 
Series includes five con-
secutive monthly shows 
of locally curated au-
dience-pleasing musi-
cal acts, both local leg-
ends and regional fa-
vorites. This is the most 
idiosyncratic, eclectic, 
and grassroots-inspired 
music get-together in 
OC. Find the full sched-
ule online at the SMRPD 
website calendar, and 
look for monthly remind-
ers here. 

JOHNSON MOTORCARS
34 Years of Specializing in the Service and Repair of

Mercedes-Benz
Gary Johnson

714-997-2567
982 N. Batavia # B13, Orange, CA 92867

gary@johnsonmotorcars.com

Happy Spring!Happy Spring!

dan@DanSlater.com
714-744-2219

1537 E. Chapman Ave. Orange, CA 92866

DAN SLATER
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Five new rest stops on the 
Santa Ana River Trail

By Vicente Sarmiento,
2nd District Supervisor

Last spring, we shared 
the news that, in collab-
oration with OC Parks, 
the City of Orange, OC 
Public Works, and the 
OC Water District, we 
were able to make Bike 
Trail improvements in 
North Orange to provide 
two additional rest stops 
along the trail. 

The trail is a valuable 
county asset that serves 
as both a recreation-
al and transportation 
space, providing a quiet 
spot for many residents 
who may not have ac-
cess to open spaces in 
this part of the county.

I am happy to share 
that this year, and just in 

time for spring, we have 
completed the con-
struction of five new rest 
stops to make the trail 
more accessible and 
comfortable for cyclists, 
walkers and families. 

These new improve-
ments are already in use, 
and continue our efforts 
to increase recreation 
spaces and amenities 
along the Santa Ana Riv-
er Trail. In collaboration 
with the City of Orange 
and thanks to the hard 
work of OC Parks, this 
project is now a reality. 

For District 2, where 
park space is limited, 
enhancements like this 
help ensure our resi-
dents can enjoy shared 
open spaces for recre-
ation and leisure.

Civil War veterans in Tustin

By Guy Ball

The American Civil 
War raged for four years. 
When it was over, more 
than 700,000 Americans 
were dead. There was 
hardly a family in the 
country that the conflict 
had not touched. 

At a re-scheduled 
“Night at the Museum” 
presentation on April 24, 
local historian Tim Zierer 
will share information 
about some of the thir-
ty-three Civil War veter-
ans profiled in his just-

published book, “Civil 
War Veterans of Tustin, 
California.”  They fought 
on many of the major 
battlefields of the war, 
including Gettysburg, 
Antietam, Fredericks-
burg, Shiloh, Vicksburg, 
Chickamauga and At-
lanta. 

Several participated in 
Sherman’s March to the 
Sea, and a number were 
on hand for Lee’s sur-
render at Appomattox. 
All were young; 14 of the 
33 were teenagers. Their 
war experiences shaped 
their lives in ways they 
could never have imag-
ined when they enlisted. 

After the war, they all 
became part of a great 
westward migration 
that eventually brought 
them all to the small 
southern California town 
of Tustin. 

In Tustin, they were 
pioneers, helping estab-
lish the young commu-
nity. From these, a state 
assemblyman, a county 
supervisor, the county’s 
first treasurer, and the 
town’s first peace of-

ficer were to emerge. 
Old enemies became 
neighbors, then friends, 
beginning the process 
of healing the nation’s 
wounds. 

Tim Zierer has spent 
several years research-
ing the residents through 
military records, news 
articles, family stories, 
cemetery lists and old 
documents from around 
the country. His meticu-
lous work led to con-
nections and a history 
between so many of Tu-
stin's, and the county’s, 
pioneering leaders.

Tim will have copies 
of his book available for 
purchase and to sign.

This Night at the Muse-
um meeting will be held 
on Friday, April 24, from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Tu-
stin Area Museum, 395 El 
Camino Real in down-
town Tustin. Tickets are 
$20 per person and $15 
for members. 

For more information 
and tickets, visit Tustin-
History.com, or call the 
museum at (714) 731-
5701.

Orange North Rotary Club spreads Easter joy 

The Orange North Ro-
tary Club turned sunrise 
into service, as mem-
bers gathered at 7 a.m. 
at the Original Pancake 
House to assemble doz-
ens of Easter baskets for 
local families in need. 
What began as a simple 
idea blossomed into a 
cheerful, hands-on proj-
ect that filled the room 
with energy, purpose, 
and plenty of pastel col-
ored treats.

The effort was led by 
Jeff and Karen Krolosky, 
who not only organized 
the project, but person-
ally handled the pur-
chasing, storing, and 
early morning delivery 
of all the basket items. 

Jeff arrived with boxes 
full of goodies, and club 
members wasted no 
time diving into the as-
sembly line.

Within minutes, the 
private meeting room 
transformed into a lively 
workshop of Rotarians 
sorting candy, arrang-
ing toys, tying ribbons, 
and sharing laughs over 
breakfast. Members de-
scribed the morning as 
a perfect blend of fel-
lowship and service—
exactly what the club 
strives to embody.

Once the baskets were 
completed, Jeff and 
Karen delivered them 
to the Friendly Center 
on behalf of the Orange 

Members of the Orange North Rotary Club proudly 
display the Easter baskets assembled during Tues-
day morning’s service project. Left to right are RJ 
Castelan, Brad Purcha, Teri Harman, Jeff Krolosky 
and Bryan Rogers. 

Workers from OC Parks create a rest stop along the 
Santa Ana River Trail.

Photo by Katherine Connaghan 

North Rotary Club. The 
baskets will be distribut-
ed to local children and 
families who could use a 
little extra joy this Easter 
season.

Club president Kath-
erine Connaghan ex-
pressed her full support 
for the project, noting 
that it reflects the club’s 
ongoing commitment to 
serving the community 
with heart and purpose.

“This is what Rotary is 
all about—coming to-
gether, giving our time, 
and making sure our 
neighbors feel cared 
for,” she said.

For more information 
regarding Rotary, con-
tact David Silva at (714) 
227-3822.

Villa Park hosts 
pancake breakfast

Come see some fancy 
pancake flipping! The 
11th Villa Park High School 
Annual Pancake Break-
fast, hosted by the VPHS 
PFSO, with Rotary Club of 
Villa Park members at the 
griddle, will be held Sat-
urday, April 11 from 7 to 11 
a.m. at the high school. 

Tickets are $10 each, 

and support school 
teams, clubs, band and 
the PFSO; tickets are 
available at the school 
office, or from school 
organizations. A silent 
auction and Spartan 
merchandise will be 
available. Live music will 
be provided by the VPHS 
band. 

https://stellarquest.com/
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Mayor Dan Slater's State of the City of Orange
The following is a sum-
mary of Mayor Dan 
Slater's address at the 
State of the City, March 
20, at Chapman Uni-
versity, presented by 
the Orange Chamber of 
Commerce.

Welcome
Good afternoon!  On 

behalf of myself and our 
entire city council, wel-
come, and thank you for 
coming! It’s my honor 
to share the State of the 
City of Orange with you. 

When we look around 
our historic Old Towne 
Plaza, our business cor-
ridors, and our beautiful 
residential neighbor-
hoods, we see a city that 
doesn’t just rest on its 
history, it builds upon it.  I 
want to make this year’s 
theme, as well as every 
year hereafter, crystal 
clear: The City of Orange 
is open for business. 

In July of 2025, the City 
received a report from 
Grant Thornton Advisors 
with three clear recom-
mendations: 

1. Enhance economic 
development 

2. Incorporate addi-
tional cost reductions, 
and 

3. Increase the sales 
tax. 

My presentation today 
is going to focus pri-
marily on the first rec-
ommendation, but I’ll be 
addressing points two 
and three toward the 
conclusion.

In addition to fostering 
a new “open for busi-

ness” environment, the 
report expressed a need 
to eliminate the old “Or-
ange way.” 

We are proving that 
we are moving forward 
by removing hurdles, 
upgrading our process-
es, and reimagining how 
we serve the public.

Guest speakers 
To start, I want to intro-

duce two city partners 
who represent our con-
tinued growth. First, from 
Citythinkers, the vision-
aries helping us craft 
“Orange Yards” along 
the West Katella corridor 
as a companion to the 
City of Anaheim’s OC 
Vibe, please welcome 
Diego Velasco. 

Next, a family-owned 
and operated success 
story headquartered 
right here in Orange: 
please welcome from 
MSI, the leading supplier 
of flooring, countertops, 
and tile in North Ameri-
ca, Raj Shah.

Seamless service: Civic 
Portal

Thank you to both Di-
ego and Raj. Success 
like MSI’s is only possible 
if the City is a partner, 
not a roadblock. 

In February of 2025, we 
launched our new online 
Civic Portal. We know 
that for business own-
ers, time is your most 
precious commodity. 
Whether you’re a busi-
ness owner, homeown-
er, architect, or contrac-
tor, you can skip trips to 

City Hall and apply for 
planning entitlements, 
building permits, special 
events permits, and fire 
or public works permits 
seamlessly online. 

Orange is now open 
for business 24/7, at a 
time that is convenient 
for you. 

Removing red tape: de-
velopment process im-
provements

Of course, efficiency 
isn’t just about the soft-
ware we use, it’s about 
our processes.

We’ve refined our Zon-
ing Code to be more in-
tuitive, including adopt-
ing objective design 
standards for multi-
family residential devel-
opment projects 

Additionally, our new 
Alcohol Exemption Per-
mit process has been 
expedited, allowing eli-
gible businesses to skip 
the Planning Commis-
sion public hearing, al-
lowing restaurants to 
open months earlier. 

Lastly, a key change 
that was made recently 
is that our Design Review 
Committee oversight is 
now reserved strictly for 
historic properties and 
districts. If you’re build-
ing outside those areas, 
we’ve eliminated that 
requirement, demon-
strating our efforts to 
preserve Orange’s his-
toric districts while em-
bracing an “open for 
business” philosophy.

Old Towne, The Village 
and other projects

Old Towne Orange 
offers a vibrant, walk-
able environment that 
continues to be an in-
viting destination for 
new businesses. We are 
preserving our historic 
charm while making 
room for businesses to 
grow through our new 
paid parking program, 
which helps encourage 
the turnover that our 
business owners need 
for success. And it’s 
been wildly successful, 
according to our down-
town businesses.   

Meanwhile, we are 
working with Placeworks 
to finalize the Meats to 
Heim Specific Plan, cre-
ating a new hub of en-
tertainment, commerce, 
housing and restau-
rants. This will reimag-
ine our old Orange Mall 
into a high-end lifestyle 
center that’s strategi-
cally positioned right 
along the retail corridor 
of Tustin Street and the 

55 Freeway. 
We’ve seen an uptick 

in activity from major 
commercial businesses. 
MSI isn’t the only busi-
ness who has made a 
massive investment in 
Orange—Prologis is re-
developing an existing 
industrial site on West 
Struck Avenue into a 
213,000 square foot lo-
gistics facility, which will 
bring plenty of job op-
portunities to our area. 
The Outlets at Orange 
has recently welcomed 
Skechers, a new location 
for Vans, and Barnes 
and Noble; The Village 
has added Ulta, Rounds 
Korean BBQ, and Kura 
Sushi; while Toyota of 
Orange is adding ser-
vice bays and expand-
ing their sales floor with 
a new building on N. Tu-
stin Street. 

In 2025 alone, 1,100 new 
businesses chose to call 
Orange home and were 
issued business licenses 
by the City. 

The Future: City Plaza 
and Orange Yards

We are also cham-
pioning “adaptive re-
use.” At City Plaza near 
the Outlets at Orange, 
we are working with 
the property owner to 
convert existing office 
space into approxi-
mately 340 residential 
apartments and explor-
ing some creative park-
ing solutions 

We also have 12 new 
housing projects in the 
pipeline or under con-
struction in Orange. One 
is senior housing; two 
are apartments; and 
the remaining are all 
new owner occupied for 
sale homes. 

As you heard from Di-
ego and Citythinkers, Or-
ange Yards is our west-
ern gateway. Located 
near the upcoming OC 
Vibe (which is currently 
under construction), this 
district will invite inno-
vation and future devel-
opment opportunities to 
the City.  

A foundation of safety
We know that eco-

nomic development 
can’t happen without 
a foundation of safety. 
A business-friendly city 
must be a safe city. Our 
Code Enforcement team 
is working hard to de-
ter unlawful activity by 
outlawing the sale of ni-
trous oxide and kratom 
products, and cracking 
down on tobacco shops 
and massage parlors. 

Our public safety part-
ners at the Orange Po-
lice Department are in 
the field every day pro-
tecting our businesses 
and our community. 
And with that in mind, 
I’d like to share this brief 
message from our new 
Chief of Police Adam 
Jevec and our new City 
Manager Jarad Hilden-
brand. [video]

In case you missed it, 
Orange had a 21% de-
crease in crime last year, 
with crime dropping 28% 
when comparing 2023 
to 2025. 

Investing in existing 
businesses: Business 
Façade Program

To build on that sense 
of pride and safety, we 
are launching a new 
Business Façade Pro-
gram. Using federal 
grants, we are providing 
funding to give facelifts 
to stores in our low-to-
moderate income ar-
eas. Applications will 
open later this year, so 
keep an eye out for that. 
We want to help refresh 
our existing businesses 
and our streets to keep 
our city beautiful and 
our curb appeal high.  

Looking forward
As we look forward to-

ward the rest of 2026, we 
want you to know that 
the City of Orange is 
your partner. We are lis-
tening, we are evolving, 
and our staff is working 
every day to make this 
the best city in Orange 
County to grow and run 
a business. 

While the difficulties 

Photo by Grant Romancia

Mayor Dan Slater

https://www.vpcsfoundation.org/
https://foothillssentry.com/f/mayor-dan-slaters-state-of-the-city-of-orange
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Old Towne Orange
PLAZAREVIEW 

News For The Neighborhood Since 2001

www.OrangeReview.com 
Added on-line values to advertising in the printed Plaza Review. 

www.Facebook .com/OrangeReview   /   www.Instagram .com/OrangePlazaReview

1 / 4  P a g e  A d  =  $ 6 7 5  ( p rev i o u s l y  $ 6 0 0 )  $ 5 1 0

AMarch  /  Apr i l   2026

Reservation Deadline: March 13, 2026 

Tickets, Underwriting & Sponsorship Opportunities available at: 

 AssistanceLeague.org/Orange

FOR RENT
 Furnished 3,600 sq ft Villa Park home 
4 Bedrooms, Triple Garage, **POOL**

Please supply 3 references. 
$10K month. Short term rentals available 

meal plan optional 
Please call 

702-376-2065

PIANO 
LESSONS

Learn piano in your home
All styles 

popular, classical, jazz, showtunes

20 years’ experience,  
BA in music/child development 

(949) 637-8208 
thekeyboardlady.com

Taco cooks are, left to 
right, Tom Large, Jason 
Sherill, Alex Aguilar, Bry-
an Hyland, Joe Medina 
and J C Cortez.

The Teriyaki cooks are, left to right, Bryan Hyland, Joe 
Medina, Alex Aguilar and Jason Sherrill. 

OUSD Superintendent Dr. Rachel Monárrez introduc-
es Citizen of the Year Frank Tucker.

The chefs for the evening were, from left, Jason Sher-
rill, Bryan Hyland, Treavor Saunders, Joe Medina, Alex 
Aguilar, Chris Guerrero and Dan Adams.

Elks Kitchen Crews

The Orange Elks have 
many committees to 
support the programs 
for our Community, our 
Veterans, our Youth and 
our Community Part-
ners. One of the un-
known committees that 
work behind the scenes 
to make events special 
is our Kitchen Commit-
tee – no chairmen, just a 
bunch of guys who love 
to cook!

Recently, these cooks 
prepared tacos, rice and 
beans for the Orange 
Coast District Stand 
Down. 

Then, they prepared 
Teriyaki beef and chick-
en dinners for the initia-
tion of our new mem-
bers. 

A tri-tip dinner was on 
the menu for the Inau-
gural Ball for Lynn Butler 
and her officers. 

The Orange Elks Kitch-
en Crews have figured 
out a way to prepare 
good meals and have 
fun doing it – and all are 
volunteers, doing what 
the Orange Elks do best, 
“Because We Care.”

Central Dems to meet
On Wednesday, April 

22, the Central Orange 
County Democratic Club 
will host a candidate fo-
rum, featuring candi-
dates who will be on the 
primary ballot in June.  
Snacks and shmooze at 
6 p.m., general meeting 
at 6:30. Please note that 
our meetings are now 
starting a half hour ear-
lier. RSVP is required to 
attend. 

Central OC Dems in-
cludes the communi-
ties of Tustin, Tustin Hills, 
Orange, Villa Park, and 
surrounding communi-
ties. Democrats from all 
communities in Orange 

County are welcome to 
join. Meetings are held 
on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month in 
Tustin. 

Anyone wanting to 
connect with fellow 
Democrats, get in-
formed, learn how to 
be an activist, help in-
crease community in-
volvement in civic en-
gagement, and hobnob 
with an affable group of 
friendly people, is wel-
come to join Central OC 
Dems. Questions can 
be sent to CentralOC-
Dems@gmail.com or 
visit CentralOCDems.
com. 

that lay ahead of us 
are clear, we are tak-
ing steps to meet these 
challenges. 

The City has already 
made significant cuts 
through service re-
ductions and deferred 
maintenance, including 
reducing our General 
Fund budget by over 
$20 million since Fiscal 
Year 2024. We are doing 
what we can to strike a 
balance of maintain-
ing essential services for 
our residents, including 
public safety, while do-
ing everything we can 
to not shift costs back to 
the community.

As our new city man-
ager stated six months 
ago, Orange is not going 
to go bankrupt.   But, as 
we pass the Fiscal Year 
2025-2026 mid-year 
point, our City is pro-
jecting a $2 million net 
deficit by the end of the 
fiscal year, due to our 
pension obligation bond 
debt service. This is de-
spite the City’s operating 
expenditures projected 
to come under budget 
in Fiscal Year 2025-2026.

Addressing our on-
going budgetary gaps 
has required difficult, 
but necessary, choices 
across the organiza-
tion, including eliminat-
ing or freezing positions, 
which to date for Fiscal 
Year 2025-2026 alone, is 
projected to net roughly 
$1 million in savings. The 
City is also expecting to 
come under budget by 
an additional $1.7 mil-
lion by deferring key op-
erational investments 
like needed equipment 
purchases or IT mainte-
nance projects.

Aside from these day-
to-day efforts to keep 
our expenditures down 
as costs go up, our ad-
opted budget also in-
corporates nearly $14 
million in capital proj-
ect deferments, which 
is a short-term solution 
to bridge our budget 
shortfalls; it is not a long 
term answer to what is 
certainly going to be a 
persistent problem. Any 
further postponement to 
services, like our capital 

programs, will only lead 
to more costly projects 
in the future. In short, Or-
ange is not the only City 
facing financial chal-
lenges, but the chal-
lenge is clear, our rev-
enues are not keeping 
pace with costs, even 
when significant cost 
reductions have been 
made over the past sev-
eral years.

We continue to keep 
residents updated on our 
annual budget process 
at cityoforange.org/
conversation, and we 
will be holding our first 
Fiscal Year 2027 budget 
discussion at the Council 
meeting March 24.

Additionally, earlier this 
year, we launched our 
new Open Finance Por-
tal, which gives residents 
an accessible and easy-
to-understand view of 
how City revenue is col-
lected and how public 
funds are allocated. You 
can find that on our City 
website as well.

Lastly, we must contin-
ue to explore new reve-
nue sources. The choice 
is simple: Do we want to 
be a mediocre city that 
just gets by from year to 
year? Or, do we want to 
be a first-class city that 
maintains our infrastruc-
ture, retains good em-
ployees at fair salaries 
and keeps a good “rainy 
day” reserve on hand? 
I was recently at Cerro 
Villa Middle School and 
was asked what was the 
one thing I hadn’t ac-
complished yet. I told her 
that it was to make sure 
I leave office with the 
City on a sound finan-
cial footing. To do that, 
we must pass a sales tax 
increase and that is my 
#1 goal for the year. We 
must do this, and there’s 
no getting around it. This, 
along with other possible 
revenue sources, will be 
discussed at the council 
meeting.    

Orange has always 
taken pride in honoring 
our past, while growing 
into our future.  Let’s do 
what we need to do to 
secure our future, and 
the next generation of 
Orange residents.

Photo by Grant Romancia

https://thekeyboardlady.com/
https://www.assistanceleague.org/orange/
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/elks-kitchen-crews
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/central-dems-to-meet
mailto:CentralOCDems%40gmail.com?subject=Central%20Dems%20meeting
mailto:CentralOCDems%40gmail.com?subject=Central%20Dems%20meeting
http://CentralOCDems.com
http://CentralOCDems.com
https://www.cityoforange.org/our-city/our-orange-conversation
https://www.cityoforange.org/our-city/our-orange-conversation
https://www.cityoforange.org/Home/Components/News/News/963/14
https://www.cityoforange.org/Home/Components/News/News/963/14
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Service Directory

GUTTER CLEANING/REPAIR

CLEANING

BATTERIESAUTOMOTIVE

HOME MORTGAGES

ELECTRICAL

ATTORNEYS

HANDYMAN

CONSTRUCTION/HOME REPAIR

(714) 944-8518
(626) 381-8293

• LeafGuard installation 

• Seamless rain gutters installation 

• We carry up to 32 different colors of   
 aluminum including copper & metal

• Rain gutter cleaning 

• Gutter & downspout repair License: 1049810

HOUSE CLEANING
AFFORDABLE, PERSONAL SERVICE
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, MONTHLY

LIC. & BONDED
CALL FOR 

FREE ESTIMATE

HOUSES - CONDOS APARTMENTS - OFFICES

(714) 381-4220

William Bell
Specializing in the 
Repair and Service of 
Toyota, Honda, Lexus, 
Acura, Chevrolet, Ford 
and more.

971 N. Batavia Ave., Suite D, Orange, Ca 92867
714.639.7233  •  Cell: 714.328.1922

Purchase, Refinance
& Reverse Mortgages

2140 W. Chapman Ave., #260
Orange, CA 92868
mulberrystreetmortgage.com
pdmortg@msn.com

Office	 (714)	289-0047
Text/Cell	 (714)	501-0639

Pam Dunn
NMLS#	281526
CA	LIC#	603J651

We accept Credit Cards

714-814-4440 cell

FREE ESTIMATES • LOW-LOW $$$

•Recessed Lighting • Fluorescent • Troubleshooting 
• 240vOutlets • Breakers/Rewiring 

• Switches/Fans/Spas • Panel Upgrades

Residential • Commercial
Industrial

email: promptelectricservice@yahoo.com
State License C10, 390275

20 yrs. experience

Plumbing

Leaking Faucets

Water Heaters

Garbage Disposals

Electrical

Painting

Install Ceiling Fans

Switches

Dimmers

Iron Gates

Fence

BJ  Handyman

Reasonable Rates  |  Free Estimate 
Cell: (714) 225-8773

WOOD DOOR & WINDOW
REPAIR & REPLICATION 

By A Little Door & Window Maker.
Any & All Wood Species! - French Doors/Windows 

$ We Can Save You Big $

cell 949-533-6161 714-639-0848

Wood Sash & Glass Replacement - Rot Removal & 
Repair Like New - Experience & Wisdom!

Time to get healthy!

Villa Park Commu-
nity Services Founda-
tion invites the pub-
lic to participate in the 
second annual “Spring 
into Health” Fair and 5K 
run on Saturday, May 16 
in the Villa Park Towne 
Center.

The Villa Park 5K will 
commence at 8 a.m. 
Participants may run, 
walk or slog through the 
scenic closed course. 

Chip timing and per-
formance race shirts 
are available; medals 
will be presented to all 
participants, with spe-
cial awards for the top 
three male and female 
finishers in each age 
group, and the top over-
all finishers. Registration 
for the 5K opens at 7:30 
a.m.; prizes and raffles 
at 9:10 a.m. at the stage 
in front of City Hall.

The Health Fair opens 
at 7:30 a.m. and runs 
through 12:30 p.m., with 
a plethora of health pro-
fessionals and agen-
cies providing demon-
strations, exhibits and 
educational materi-
als to make 2026 the 
best ever. For informa-
tion about becoming 
a sponsor, exhibitor or 
5Ker, see vpcsfounda-
tion.org/events.

https://powertronbatteryco.com/
https://mulberrystreetmortgage.com/
https://petroslawoffices.com/
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/time-to-get-healthy
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Service Directory

LANDSCAPE 

LOCKSMITH 

INSURANCE

LARGE VEHICLE SERVICE

PAINTING/DRYWALL  

LANDSCAPE

LANDSCAPE

MARKETING/GRAPHIC DESIGN

INSURANCE

Monte Vista Landscape State Lic. #902197
Workmen’s Comp & Liability Insurance

montevistalandscape.com • montevistalandscape@yahoo.com

Landscape Maintenance
CALL

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 
& WEEKLY LAWN CARE

Design • Installation •Hard/Softscape 
Concrete/Masonry • Irrigation • BBQs • Water Features 

Lighting • Tree Trimming • Pool Remodel

Call (714) 434-7336

Monte Vista Landscape State Lic. #902197
Workmen’s Comp & Liability Ins. & Bonded

montevistalandscape.com 
montevistalandscape@yahoo.com

(714) 306-9803
www.OCcleantruck.com

VEHICLES OVER 14,000 POUNDS    2013 AND NEWER

CLEAN TRUCK CHECK 
INSPECTIONS 

MOTORHOME/DIESEL PUSHERS

CLEAN TRUCK CHECK 
INSPECTIONS 

MOTORHOME/DIESEL PUSHERS

MOBILE SERVICEMOBILE SERVICE

D.L. Russell, Inc.
Lic. 763543

Don Russell
714-606-1447

• Ceiling and wall patching
• Repipe patching

• Stress crack repair
• Texture matching

• All drywall repairs & remodels

Drywall Specialist

BRYAN VERDI

Tel.(714) 824-0625

Serving Old Towne Orange 
and surrounding areas

SUPER QUIET
Gardening and Weeding

Utilizing 
Hand-Powered Tools Only
No Gas or Electric Equipment

jefmaddock.com

Budget friendly graphic design services,
 brochures, logos/rebrands, ads, websites, forms, 

 signs, digital marketing and more since 2013.

714.608.2040  y  jef@ jefmaddock.com

Help CeCe smile 
again!

CeCe, a sweet Rus-
sian Blue kitten, was 
injured, and now has 
a deformed lower jaw 
that will not allow her 
to smile, eat or chew 
properly, or groom her-
self. Despite that, she is 
sweet and cuddly – and 
looking for a new begin-
ning. A surgery at UC 
Davis Veterinary School 
will be life-changing for 
this young girl. Please 
help her get the help she 
needs. Donate through 
MEOOWZRESQ.ORG.  

The mission of Meoow-
zResQ is to rescue and 
rehabilitate abused, 
abandoned or neglect-
ed felines, and find lov-
ing homes for them. 
View their website and 
apply to adopt or foster. 

Hop to Tustin for the Easter 
Celebration and Egg Hunt

Get prepped for the 
annual City of Tustin 
Easter Egg Hunt with a 
stack of pancakes at 
the Tustin Community 
Foundation Pancake 
Breakfast.

The Pancake Breakfast 
will be held from 8 to 11 
a.m. at the Tustin Sports 
Park, 12850 Robinson 
Drive, followed by the 

Turtles and tortoises on display 
The annual Turtle and 

Tortoise Show, spon-
sored by the California 
Turtle and Tortoise Club 
of Orange County, will 
take place on Saturday, 
May 30.

The event will include 
husbandry and adop-
tion information, tur-
tle-related goods for 
sale and, of course, life 
turtles and tortoises. 

Egg Hunt for ages 0-9, 
which starts promptly at 
9 a.m. There will be an 
opportunity for photos 
with the Easter Bunny, a 
petting zoo and games.

Purchase presale  tick-
ets at https://26-pan-
cakes.raiselysite.com/ 
for $1 off per person, plus 
one free children’s book 
per family! 

Orange May Parade returns
Get ready for a sweet 

slice of our hometown 
tradition! The Orange 
May Parade returns for 
its 60th year on Satur-
day, May 2, stepping off 
at 10 a.m. in Old Towne 
Orange. This year’s fes-
tive theme, “Orange 
You Glad It’s America’s 
Birthday! Celebrating 
250 Years,” promises 
a colorful celebration 
filled with patriotic spirit, 
creative floats, march-
ing bands and commu-
nity pride.

Produced by the Or-
ange Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation, this 
beloved parade kicks 
off the Celebrate Or-
ange Weekend, bringing 
neighbors and visitors 

together for a weekend 
of fun and nostalgia. 
Whether you’re wav-
ing from the sidelines or 
rolling down the route, 
it’s a can’t-miss tradi-
tion for all ages.

Interested in joining 
the excitement? Parade 
entries and sponsor-
ship opportunities are 
open—contact eliza-
beth@orangechamber.
com to get involved. 
Best of all, all dona-
tions are tax deduct-
ible, making it easy to 
support this cherished 
community event.

Mark your calendars 
and come celebrate 
250 years of American 
history—Orange style!

The show is held from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
First Christian Church 
of Orange, 1130 E. Wal-
nut in Orange. The club 
holds monthly meet-
ings on the first Friday 
of each month, featur-
ing speakers, support, 
care an d adoption in-
formation. See tortoise.
org/orangecounty for 
further information.

State Park passes 
available at county libraries

Through December, 
free California State 
Parks vehicle day-use 
passes are available at 
Orange County Public Li-
braries. 

This allows Californians 
to access lakes, beach-
es, parks and monu-
ments at no charge. 

 Each pass is valid for 
entry of one passenger 
vehicle, with capacity of 
nine people or less, or 
one highway-licensed 
motorcycle at partici-
pating state park units.

Passes will be valid at 
200+ participating state 
park units. The pass will 
not be honored at state 
park units operated by 
federal or local govern-

ment and private agen-
cies or concessionaires, 
or at parks that do not 
require a vehicle day-
use pass, such as marine 
areas or kayak-in parks.

The pass is not valid 
for per-person entry 
or tour fees (such as 
museums), boat use, 
camping, group use or 
sites, special events, ad-
ditional/extra vehicle 
fees, sanitation disposal 
use or for supplemental 
fees.

There is a limit of one 
pass per patron at a 
time; a checkout period 
of three weeks; the pass 
is not renewable. For 
further information, see 
ocpl.org/parkpasses.

https://www.montevistalandscape.org/
https://www.jimenezfamilyinsurance.com/
https://occleantruck.com/
https://www.landmechanics.com/
https://www.jefmaddock.com/
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/help-cece-smile-again
http://meoowzresq.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExQVlzV1BHN0ZORFJ2UlNUR3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7XENMHvY5NYJdWz6i8ifrmXkv1j6m7pltU09zT2qRauNZ30vQH-44zoFfAxw_aem_ABPEga-E-SlxesCQzpM-dg
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/hop-to-tustin-for-the-easter-celebration-and-egg-hunt
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/turtles-and-tortoises-on-display
https://26-pancakes.raiselysite.com/ 
https://26-pancakes.raiselysite.com/ 
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/orange-may-parade-returns
mailto:elizabeth%40orangechamber.com?subject=Orange%20May%20Parade
mailto:elizabeth%40orangechamber.com?subject=Orange%20May%20Parade
mailto:elizabeth%40orangechamber.com?subject=Orange%20May%20Parade
https://tortoise.org/orangecounty/
https://tortoise.org/orangecounty/
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/state-park-passes-available-at-county-libraries
http://ocpl.org/parkpasses
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

PLUMBING

TERMITES

REAL ESTATE

PLUMBING

SENIOR  RESIDENTIAL CARE

REAL ESTATE

60 day drain guarantee • Clean, Neat and Professional • Leak Detection Water & Gas • Drain Camera 
Inspection & Location • Pipe Re Lining/ Trenchless Sewer Repair 
• Hydro Jetting • Copper and Pex Repiping  Tankless Water Heater Specialist 
• Water Heaters • Slab Leaks 
• Bonded • Insured • References
 

Family owned and operated •18 years plumbing in OC
 Lifetime north Tustin resident

FREE ESTIMATESLicense Ca 938498 714-541-4400

24 HOUR SERVICE • 2 YEAR GUARANTEE ON WORK
It’s what we do

Stephanie Tourtellotte
27 years of Real Estate & Mortgage Services 

Buying or Selling? 
Thorough home valuations for sellers & 
expert guidance for buyers!
www.sternerhomes.com
949.529.1708 DRE # 01251193 

TERMITE CONTROL - WOOD REPAIRS
PEST CONTROL 

FREE INSPECTIONSFREE INSPECTIONS
714-635-5111714-635-5111

Residential Care Home for the Older Adult
Sonia Garcia-Francia

CEO
714-269-7307

Sonia@guardianangelshomes.com

Kelly S. Francia Harlan
Administrator

714-812-0137
Kellysabrina@guardianangelshomes.com

M.A. Psychology, M.A. Gerontology 
Master of HR Management

www.GuardianAngelsHomes.com
North Tustin Locations

Service Directory

Looking for loveLooking for love

This bonded brother 
and sister, kittens born 
April 21, 2025, are Tabi-
cos, a lovely pairling of 
Calico and Tabby. 

Ladybug is a total 
sweetheart. Playful and 
fun-loving, this kitty pro-
vides endless entertain-
ment. She is outgoing 
and confident, and will 
greet you at the door 
when you come home. 
She is a true lovebug 
who adores cuddling 
and is always purring up 
a storm. Sharing is car-
ing and she gets along 
great with other cats, 
especially her brother.

Grasshopper ap-
proaches life with curi-
osity and enthusiasm. He 

is a perfect little explorer 
and he's always looking 
for adventure. When a 
feather wand is out, his 
acrobatic jumps could 
possibly qualify him for 
the Olympics. Together 
they love chasing, play-
ing hide and seek, wres-
tling and climbing cat 
trees. When not playing, 
they can be seen snug-
gling up together on 
a chair. Since they are 
bonded, they bring out 
the best in each other 
and they are excited to 
share their love with a 
new forever family.

For information on 
adoption of this pair, or 
others, see MeoowzR-
esq.org.

Ladybug and Grasshopper snuggling together

The Orange Emblem Club #418 celebrated the 60th Installation of Officers at the 
60th birthday of the organization, March 18. Left to right, State Past President/
Organist Evelyn Godinez; Supreme District Chaplain Jennifer Kushner; Emblem 
State President LuAnn Barrows; Emblem State Marshal Carol Lawler; Club Presi-
dent Laurie Padilla; Installing Officer Past Supreme President/State Past Presi-
dent/Past President Huntington Park Emblem Club #66, Jack Fanzo; State Fi-
nancial Secretary/Installing Marshal Ruth Purbaugh; Leah Shiers, Supreme 1VP 
Kim Latham; and Whittier Club President Jann Prisco.

Women of Distinction named
State Senator Steven 

Choi’s District 37 2026 
Women of Distinction 
were celebrated, March 
26, in a ceremony at 
the Orange City Council 
Chambers. 

Each year, women 
from throughout the 
district nominated by 
their peers for excep-
tional service, profes-
sional achievement, 
and are recognized for 
their leadership, service 
and the lasting impact 
they have on their com-
munities.

The local honorees 
were Lucy Dominguez 
from Orange; Teresa 
Ramos of Tustin; Beverly 
McNeff, Anaheim Hills; 
Pam Dunn of Villa Park. 

Julie Moore of Irvine 
was honored as Woman 
of the Year. She is cur-
rently participating in a 
clinical trial, and serves 
as a national advocate 
for research funding and 
patient support, and 
was recognized for her 
courage and leadership 
in raising awareness of 
early-onset Alzheimer’s.

Orange Art 
to present 

watercolorist
The Orange Art Asso-

ciation will present well-
known local watercol-
orist and teacher Judy 
Schroeder at the Mon-
day, April 13 meeting. 
Judy will demonstrate 
the use of different 
hues of color, especially 
green, beginning at 7:30 
p.m. The meeting will be 
held at Community of 
Christ Church, 395 South 
Tustin. 

https://sternerhomes.com/
https://www.realestateestablishment.com/
https://ocsuperiorplumbing.com/
https://guardianangelshomes.com/
https://linktr.ee/givemearing
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/looking-for-love-7
https://www.petfinder.com/cat/ladybug-grasshopper-bonded-sister-brother-57a64fbd-2e64-49f4-b8aa-9395b8267bea/ca/orange/meoowz-res-q-ca1361/details/
https://www.petfinder.com/cat/ladybug-grasshopper-bonded-sister-brother-57a64fbd-2e64-49f4-b8aa-9395b8267bea/ca/orange/meoowz-res-q-ca1361/details/
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/women-of-distinction-named
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/orange-art-to-present-watercolorist
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At 6 a.m., the crew raised Old Glory and the POW/MIA flags. 

Orange High School MCJROTC lowered the flags, and the Orange 
Elks Emblem Club #418 preformed the flag-folding ceremony, 
while describing the meaning of each fold. 

The Orange Elks Cleaver Crew presented a check in the amount of $500 to Orange High School MCJROTC 
for their programs. The Cleaver Crew are Elks who specialize in cooking tacos at special events. 

Flags over the Plaza
If it is the third Thurs-

day of the month, the 
Orange Elks will be doing 
their monthly flag cere-
mony at the Plaza, sup-
porting veterans and 
the community, and 
their community part-
ners. “So long as there 
is a vet, the Orange Elks 
will never forget!" is ex-
emplified each month. 

The Orange Elks 
worked with several of 
our Community Partners 
to make this program 
a success. The Orange 
Blossoms, an Auxiliary of 
the Assistance League 
of Orange, served re-
freshments. The Ameri-
can Legion Post #132 
spoke about their 107th 
birthday. 

The next Flags Over the 
Plaza will be on April 16. 

From left, Officer of the Year Julie Sut-
ton; Elk of the Year Joe Medina; and 
Citizen of the Year Lesly Adams.

Exalted Ruler Kelley Martinez and Gary 
Doebereiner, Outstanding Service 
commendation recipient

Exalted Ruler Kelley Martinez with Out-
standing Service award Garrett Ham-
blin.

Orange Elks bestow awards
By Bill Neessen

At the end of each Elk 
year, the Exalted Ruler 
hands out awards to 
deserving Lodge mem-
bers. The individuals 
selected always seem 
to be there, and doing 
things without really be-
ing asked. They make 
the Lodge and its activi-
ties better!

This year, Exalted Ruler 
Kelley Martinez selected 
Joe Medina as Elk of the 
Year. Joe demonstrated 
devotion, dedication, 
and loyalty to the Lodge. 

Julie Sutton was 
awarded Officer of the 
Year. Julie went beyond 
her duties to provide 

leadership and volun-
tary service to the Lodge.

This year’s Citizen of 
the Year went to Les-
ly Adams. Lesly is an 
outstanding volun-
teer, works behind the 
scenes, is very friendly 
and makes great des-
serts for Lodge events. 

The Grand Exalted Rul-
er’s Outstanding Service 
Commendation certifi-
cate goes to someone 
who performs outstand-
ing service to the Lodge. 
The Exalted Ruler se-
lected Gary Doeberein-
er and Garrett Hamblin 
for their work initiating, 
organizing and super-
vising a very successful 
Antler program.

Shred for free
A free community 

shredding event will be 
held on Saturday, April 
18 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at the North Hills Real-
ty parking lot, 17771 17th 
St. in Tustin. Five banker 
boxes of paper only, no 

binders or electronics, 
are allowed per person. 
Donations for the Tustin 
Senior Center will also be 
collected; the suggested 
donation is $5 per box. 
The event is sponsored 
by realtor April Alvarez. 

https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/flags-over-the-plaza
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/orange-elks-bestow-awards
https://foothillssentry.com/story-archives-1/f/shred-for-free

