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Orange meeting
budget targets,
spurring cautious
optimism

By Carrie Graham

A financial report delivered to
the Orange City Council, Dec. 9,
indicates that Orange is operating
on-track for the first quarter (July
1 - Sept. 30) of the 2025/26 fiscal
year budget. With all areas within
the expected range for this point
in the year, no major category
shows signs of underperformance
or overspending.

Sales tax accounted for the
largest portion of general fund
revenue, generating almost $6
million, or 47% of the fund. This
was a nearly $500,000 increase
over the first quarter of the previ-
ous year, and fell within expected
projections.

Revenue boost

Transient occupancy taxes,
those charged to short-term rent-
als like hotels and Airbnbs, gen-
erated about $1.5 million, an in-
crease of $130,000 from this time
last year, indicating steady visi-
tor activity and ongoing demand
in the area. Those taxes account
for about 12% of the total fund,
approximately double that gener-
ated by property taxes.

The increase in these categories
compared to prior years is mostly
attributed to stronger investment
returns, miscellaneous receipts
and small-scale grant program re-
imbursements.

On the expenditure side, sala-
ries and benefits remain the city's
largest category, accounting for
86% of the budget, including
emergency and non-emergency
employees.

Spending curbed

Through the first quarter, the
city’s spending was about 22% of
its annual budget, slightly lower
than normal. This is primarily the
result of the current policy that
only essential city roles be filled,
leaving many positions open.

“What I can pull from this is
we're probably already in a sur-
plus for fiscal year 2026, and un-
less we do anything crazy from a
massive hiring spree, we're going
to retain a strong surplus,” said
Councilman John Gyllenhammer.

“I think for about a year, we
started to yank all of the things
that hurt the residents of Orange,
and that included reducing the li-
brary hours,” he noted. "It includ-
ed taking away the July 3rd event.
Can we go back and take a look
at how we can get July 3rd back
to Orange, and can we relook at
reinstating the library hours that
existed prior to the reduction of
library hours? I believe there's a
way to do that without adding to
the headcount of the library.”

See "Budget"
continued on page 6

The Villa Park City Council rode a vintage fire truck in the annual Dry Land Boat Parade. From left, Crystal
Miles, Kelly McBride, Mayor Jordan Wu, Nicol Jones and Mayor Pro Tem Robert Frackelton. See "Villa Park

reels in the holidays," page 3.

Villa Park Housing Element approved by state

By Tina Richards

The City of Villa Park’s state-
mandated housing element has
been approved by the Department
of Housing and Community De-
velopment (HCD), effective Dec.
11. Now in compliance with state
law, the city regains its eligibility
to receive specified state funding,
avoid fines, and preempt claims
from developers for project ap-
provals under the “Builders Rem-
edy” exemption.

The Builders Remedy is a le-
gally untested reading of state
law that allows developers to
bypass local zoning ordinances
and expedite approvals from ju-
risdictions that are not in compli-
ance with state housing element
statutory requirements. Villa Park
has not been threatened by such
claims to date, but many other lo-
cal cities have.

Housing numbers skyrocket
Local governments statewide

are mandated by California’s

Housing Element law to update

their plans for housing — at all in-
come levels — every eight years.
The state sets housing numbers,
the Regional Housing Needs Al-
location (RHNA), for each ju-
risdiction and local governments
must identify sites and policies
to encourage development to hit
that housing target.

For the previous housing ele-
ment cycle, 2013-2021, Villa
Park’s RHNA was 14. For the
2021-29 cycle, it is 296. “It was
a much higher hurdle,” Villa
Park City Manager Steve Franks
reports. “It took seven iterations
and multiple city councils work-
ing on it for four years.”

To meet its allocation, Villa
Park identified a combination
of Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADUs), residential units in the
Towne Center and high-density
multi-family units located in the
Smith Basin.

No bulldozers yet

State law does not require any
of these units to be built, only that
the city be willing and able to ac-

commodate them.

“Actual buildout depends on
developer interest,” Franks said.
“But we had to rezone those
properties to be compliant.”

Indeed, the city was advised by
the state in July that its housing
element met the statutory require-
ments, but that it could not be in
compliance until the identified
sites were rezoned to accommo-
date the identified housing. The
city council subsequently rezoned
those properties in October.

Villa Park was not the only
city to struggle with HCD com-
pliance. The RHNA allocations
were higher than expected in ju-
risdictions throughout the state,
making it more difficult for many,
particularly those like Villa Park
that are essentially “built out,” to
identify sites for housing.

As of December, 12% of
California cities remained out
of compliance, including Costa
Mesa, Seal Beach and Hunting-
ton Beach.

“For Villa Park,” Franks says,
“this is good news all around.”

Orange nonprofits propose a
triad of weekend events

Combining three City of Or-
ange traditions — the May Parade,
Orange Rotary Club car show
and The Taste of Orange — into
one weekend is, the city council
agreed, a great idea that should be
pursued.

The council’s Dec. 9 green light
for the consolidation followed a
presentation by Elizabeth Hol-
loman of the Orange Chamber
of Commerce Foundation, Tracy
Curtis, representing the Orange
Rotary and Wendi Forrest, of the
Orange Blossoms, an Assistance
League of Orange auxiliary, who
organize The Taste of Orange.

The trio reported that the con-
cept of combining all three events
resulted from collaborative dis-
cussions between the organiza-
tions, and the realization that one
super-weekend event could be
greater than the sum of its parts.

A single wunified weekend
event, featuring the May Parade
on Saturday, a Taste of Orange on
Saturday night and the car show
on Sunday, would reduce costs
for the nonprofits, limit street clo-
sures, reduce stress on downtown
businesses and ultimately put
more funds back into the com-
munity.

Holloman noted that the May
Parade, now falling under the
auspices of the Orange Chamber
of Commerce Foundation, used
to be a weekend festival and, un-
der the consolidation plan, would
be part of a weekend again. Be-
cause it is now run by the founda-
tion, contributions are tax deduct-
ible. Plans for 2026, she said, are
to celebrate America’s milestone
250th birthday.

The Taste of Orange, Forrest
said, has grown from five restau-

rants to over 50 and needs more
space. Run entirely by Orange
Blossoms volunteers, the event
puts about $50,000 back into the
community and “shows what the
city can do.”

The car show, a long-standing
Orange Rotary Club event, brings
hundreds of classic, vintage and
custom vehicles to the Plaza area.
It serves as a fundraiser for the
Rotary, which benefits students,
families, youth camps, scholar-
ships and helps stock the EIMo
food pantry.

“Thanks for consolidating three
events into one,” Councilmember
Arianna Barrios said. “This is a
great idea.” The council unani-
mously agreed to ask staff to put
together a production agreement
for the three participating groups.

The event is slated to take place
the first weekend in May 2026.
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READY,
RETAIN,
FIRE(WORKS)

City council makes
minor modifications
to the rules and
procedures pertaining
to fireworks sales.

See Orange, page 2

A WALK IN
THE PARK

Long-awaited
community

space opens with
playgrounds, paths
and parking.

See Crawford Canyon,
page 2

POST SEASON
SNAPSHOTS

Communities decked
the holidays with
lights, cameras and
spirited reactions.

See photos,
pages 3,5, 7,9

HOOFIN’
IT OUT OF
HARM'S WAY

Orange County has
established a volunteer
team to help rescue
large animals during
wildfires and other
emergencies.

See Large, page 8

SPORTS
EDITOR HAS
LEFT THE
FIELD

Cliff Robbins, venerable
sports photographer/
editor has retired,
effective this month.
He has documented
the full range of high
school athletics for the
Sentry for two decades.
We will miss him.
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Orange council tweaks criteria
for sale of fireworks

Safe and sane fireworks sales
in Orange will remain much the
same as last year, with a few
tweaks to the permitting process
approved by the city council,
Dec. 9.

A discussion on that topic at
November's meeting left three
issues without resolution: the
number of available permits; the
length of time they would cover;
and whether affiliated nonprofits
could apply for individual per-
mits.

The council agreed to continue
offering 12 permits. Jon Dumitru
wanted to up the ante to 15, but
was agreeable to keeping it to 12.
The recommendation at the last
meeting had been to reduce the
number to eight, because some
booths did not do as well as oth-
ers. That could be remedied by
moving booth locations.

Of the 12 permits, four will be
offered to the four high schools in
Orange. Last year, Richland High
opted out. If Richland declines
a permit this year, that one, the
council decided, will be given to
the Orange Community Founda-
tion.

Permits will be given for two
years, with those nonprofits sub-
sequently excluded for the next
two years. Mayor Dan Slater and

Councilmember Ana Gutierrez
favored a one-year program in the
interest of fairness to all. They,
however, deferred to points made
by Dumitru and Arianna Barrios,
that two years gave nonprofits a
chance to change locations, train
volunteers and generate a good
funding foundation. A two-year
stand-down period allows greater
opportunities for others.

During last year’s permitting
process, staff received applica-
tions from separate groups affili-
ated with umbrella organizations.
Those affiliated groups were de-
nied if a permit had already been
granted to the larger organization.
A high school, for example, may
have booster clubs, band support-
ers, extracurricular organizations,
all of whom might want to apply
for a permit.

The council opted to keep af-
filiated organizations out of the
mix, if the umbrella group had
received a permit. Since each Or-
ange high school will get a per-
mit, it is up to them to identify the
beneficiary of the fireworks sales.

The council vote was unani-
mous. The deadline for permit
applications, moved up during
the November meeting, is Jan.
5. The lottery drawing will take
place in March.

Crawford Canyon

Crawford Canyon Park offi-
cially opened with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, Nov. 20, ending
seven years of delays and missed
deadlines.

Located at the northwest cor-
ner of Crawford Canyon Road
and Newport Avenue in North
Tustin, the 2.5-acre park includes
two playgrounds, a quarter-mile
walkway, exercise stations, large
grassy space, 11 parking spaces,
a wood pedestrian bridge and pic-
nic tables.

The park was originally con-
ceived in 2018, when a developer
promised the county it would
help fund the park if its Clearwa-
ter Senior Living facility on New-
port Avenue was approved. The
county approved the project that
year and received $850,000 in
park fees. Completion was origi-
nally determined to be “within a
few years.”

Before construction could be-
gin on the park, however, the
county determined that sidewalks
along Crawford Canyon Road
should be extended to provide
better access for pedestrians and
bike riders.

That task required separate
planning, permitting, and a re-
quest for bids from contractors,
which required approval from the
Board of Supervisors. The county
still expected construction of the

OCWD captures 5.6 billion gallons of water
during recent storms

Stormwater collected by OCWD

The November storms that
brought approximately 3.5 inches
of rain to the region allowed the
Orange County Water District
(OCWD) to capture more than
5.6 billion gallons of Santa Ana
River stormwater that will be re-
charged into the Orange County
Groundwater Basin.

The groundwater basin, man-
aged by OCWD, provides ap-
proximately 85% of the drinking
water supply for 2.5 million peo-
ple in north and central Orange
County.

“Our planning and investments
are turning rain into reliable drink-
ing water,” said OCWD President
Denis Bilodeau. “OCWD staff
maintain and improve our re-
charge systems all year, so they
are ready when storms arrive.
That work is paying off by cap-
turing every drop we can.”

A large portion of these storm-
water flows is held behind Prado
Dam in Riverside County. This
stormwater capture is possible be-
cause of OCWD’s long-standing

partnership with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE).

USACE operates Prado Dam
and allows stormwater to be held
longer and released at controlled
rates so OCWD can safely move
it down the Santa Ana River and
store the water underground.

Santa Ana River stormwater
capture is a key part of OCWD’s
strategy to increase the use of lo-
cal water. By using more storm-
water, OCWD reduces the need
to buy imported water, which can
be more expensive and less reli-
able.

OCWD’s and USACE’s ability
to capture stormwater has been
further improved by the Forecast
Informed Reservoir Operations
(FIRO) at Prado Dam. FIRO uses
advanced weather forecasts and
data to better understand the size,
timing, and path of storms and
atmospheric rivers. This allows
dam operators to safely hold more
water when conditions allow and
maximizes what is sent to OCWD
to be stored underground.

OPA annual meeting slated

The Orange Park Association’s
annual  general membership
meeting will be held Saturday,
Jan. 31 at Salem Church, 6500 E.
Santiago Canyon Rd.

The doors open at 8 a.m. for
coffee and donuts, an opportunity
to visit community partners who
will have display tables, and pay
new and renewing membership
dues.

The meeting begins promptly
at 9 a.m. with a state of OPA pre-

sentation. Nominations for and
the election of new board direc-
tors commences at 10 a.m. Each
year, the terms for three board
directors end. An important fo-
cus of the annual meeting is to
fill those seats. The newly elected
directors will be announced prior
to adjournment.

Visit  info@orangeparkacres.
org or call the OPA Hotline (714)
900-20PA(672) for more infor-
mation.

Park opens

P

CRAWFORD CANYON

COMMUNITY PARK
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The long-awaited community park at Newport Avenue and Crawford
Canyon Road officially opened Nov. 20.

The new park features play areas, walkways, exercise stations and picnic

tables.

sidewalks, and park, to be com-
pleted by early 2023.

The pandemic slowed every-
thing down, creating a backlog
that pushed the bidding process
for park construction into 2024.
A contract was finally awarded
in April 2024 and authorization
to proceed given in June. Com-
pletion was slated for 320 days
hence, or spring 2025. Ground
was broken in August 2024.

Once grading began, the con-
tractor found that additional fill
dirt was needed, thus requiring a

WATER DISTRICT

change order and additional fund-
ing from the county. That approv-
al was secured in January 2025, as
was an additional 23 days allowed
for grading.

Total cost for the park was $6.3
million, paid for with district
funds earmarked for county park
improvements, maintenance and
operations.

Crawford Canyon Park will be
open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
in the fall and winter and from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. in the spring and
summer.

Learn more at eocwd.com
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Villa Park reels in the holldays with annual Dry Land Boat Parade

Villa Park’s annual dry land
boat par ade, “Reeling in the Holi-
days,” lit up the city’s streets,
Dec. 14, with light adorned ves-
sels, cars and golf carts populated
with Santas, reindeer, elves and a
grinch.

The Grinch

T he Villa Park Hzgh School Jjunior
varsity basketball team bundles

up.

The Villa Park Women's League prepares to light up the night.

Applebaums serve as VP
Parade Grand Marshals

Grand Marshals Jay and Terry Applebaum rode in a 1985 Lexus.

Terry and Dr. Jay Applebaum
served as Grand Marshals of the
traditional Villa Park Dryland
Boat Parade. The couple, resi-
dents of VP for 34 years, were
recognized for their many volun-
teer contributions to the commu-
nity through the years.

Terry has been involved with
the Villa Park Women’s League
and Assistance League of Orange
for a number of years, and sup-
ported activities with Jay in the

Villa Park Rotary and Villa Park
Community Services Founda-
tion, We Give Thanks and Eddie
Nash Foundation. Applebaum
is the first person to receive the
Villa Park "hat trick:" Rotarian of
the Year, Villa Park Distinguished
Citizen of the Year and Grand
Marshal, all in one year.

The couple rode in a 1985
Lexus, one of only five made, and
used by owner Chip Parker for
ceremonial events.
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Santa (Douo Teets) w lth reindeer, from /eft Quinn Scuddm McKensie

Teets and Taylor Scudday

Inflatables tower over parade vehicles.

Register for 2026

Intercession and Spring
Semester at SCC

Flexible Schedule: Classes available in-person, online or hybrid!

INTERSESSION CLASSES BEGIN JAN. 9, 2026

SPRING CLASSES BEGIN FEB. 9, 2026

Ranked #1 Community College in Orange County*

Military Friendly® School**

*2026 Rankings - www.niche.com \ ** Military Friendly® Schools 2025-2026 - www.militaryfriendly.com

~ " ’

New Students Apply Online:
sccollege.edu/apply

i

Returning Students Register Online:
sccollege.edu/register
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CANYON BEAT

by Andrew Tonkovich

|

The best of the
life of the canyons

Canyon Station 16 volunteer
firefighters Vicki and Bob Schei-
bel received their 35-year service
awards on Nov. 19. Just another
Wednesday night for two stal-
warts who’ve gone out on count-
less rescues, patrols and fire
calls. The reliably modest couple
thanked 100 assembled commu-
nity members for, no kidding,
“their opportunity to serve,” as
did Senior Reserve Officer Bruce
Newell.

Firefighter Ron Smith was in-
troduced by Newell as the eve-
nlng’s “opening act.” This bit of
civic deadpan from the reliably
sincere, polite and stoic Newell
cracked up the grateful crowd.
Smith, no slacker himself, re-
ceived his 15-year service award,
with both Silverado and Modjes-
ka neighbors acknowledging vol-
unteerism and goodwill in this
secular community assembly of
spirit.

Carry on

Faithful meeting-attender,
note-taker and regular canyon
walker Scott Breeden reports new
speed limits posted and, presum-
ably, potentially or only theoreti-
cally enforced in Silverado Can-
yon now: 45 mph from Santiago
Canyon Road to the Polo Club,

then 35 mph until Ladd Canyon
Road, where it’s 25 mph.

At the December Inter-Canyon
League (ICL) meeting, Trabuco
Canyon resident Elizabeth Og-
den reminded attendees of the
Canyon Wildlife Initiative, an
Instagram site she founded to
promote road safety for animals.
She recommends the California
Roadkill Observation System
(CROS) which features live data
feeds and a Real-time Deer Inci-
dents & Wildlife-Vehicle Conflict
(WVC) Hotspots map. Create an
account on the UC Davis Website
and report a dead animal before
it becomes unidentifiable carrion.
The website is dedicated to help
wildlife experts identify vehicle
vs. animal incident hotspots. Use
your cell phone to document the
death and upload to CROS, add-
ing written observations and lo-
cation at wildlifecrossing.net

Here, kitty

At the same meeting, Silvera-
do's Julie Williamson reported
that two more collared moun-
tain lions, Toro and Honey, were
found dead, not by automobile
but disease. Two kittens in the
wild seem to be thriving. Reflec-
tive tape is now affixed to radio
collars used to track cougars so
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drivers, perhaps now driving
slower, will see them better at
night.

Live lions

On Wednesday, Jan. 7 at 5 p.m.,
the Book Group of the Canyons
discusses Lisa Wingate’s "Shel-
terwood," a novel confronting
the theft of both Native American
land rights and indigenous chil-
dren.

ICL's Friends of the Library
committee funded dancers for
this year's traditional — untradi-
tional, meaning early! — Lunar
New Year celebration, preparing
us for the actual start of the Year
of the Fire Horse. See Lion Danc-
ers perform Saturday, Jan. 17, 11
am. — 12:20 p.m., followed by a
crafts activity. Chiic ming nam
méi!

If I were an eagle

We leave history reports to
Breeden and the ICL History
Committee, but as a relative new-
bie (only 22 years and just paid
off our mortgage!), I'd never
heard local singer-songwriter Ja-
son Richards’ tribute to our region
until a recent community gather-
ing. Richards, a much-recorded
and versatile performer, allowed
me to share his song’s lyrics. Do
sing along. (Maybe leave yodel-
ing to the professionals!)

“Madame Modjeska”

If I were an eagle on Saddle-
back Mountain, I'd fly to the
heavens and call out your name:

Silverado, Trabuco, Black Star,
Modjeska, are just a few canyons
this old mountain claims.

And if I were a grizzly on Sad-
dleback Mountain, I'd run with
the holy away from the gun.

No wonder they named it old
Holy Jim Canyon, the last grizzly

Bob and Vicki Scheibel (center) were recognized for 35 years of service
with the volunteer fire department.

died there when my grandad was
young.

(Chorus) Madame Modjeska,
yeah, you lived the best of the life
of the canyons that we love to-
day. Nestled in the mountains of
oranges and blossoms, “The For-
est of Arden” she called it those
days.

And if I were an outlaw on
Saddleback Mountain that stole
lots of gold near the Mission San
Juan, I'd ride up the canyon of
Madame Modjeska, the legend of
Juan Flores still livin’ on.

And if I were the spirit of Ma-
dame Modjeska, a pioneering
woman of superstar fame, I'd
sing through the canyons of the
Forest of Arden, my heart and my
soul would sing out her name.

Her destiny tested us, punished
and blessed us, “The Forest of
Arden” she called it those days.

In memoriam
OC Parks noted the late Beth

Newell’s contributions to cele-
brating Madame Mo: “For nearly
30 years, she dedicated close to
2,000 hours as a historic docent at
Arden.” Helena Modjeska Foun-
dation resident Victor Scherr
announced addition of New-
ell’s name to a commemorative
plaque. Donations in her name
fund a future project.

Cultural commentary

Vermiculture: the cultivation of
worms. Vermicomposting: using
worms to convert organic waste
into nutrient-rich compost.

Not sure which a Modjeska
local was talking about when he
accepted his recent copy of the
Foothills Sentry with this unlike-
ly endorsement: “I use it for my
worms.”

High praise, I guess. “But you
read the paper first, right?”” asked
Your Humble Scribe. “Some-
times,” he said. Perhaps the
worms dug it.

Orange Elk Marilyn Dinger lays a
wreath at the gravesite of a vet at
Fairhaven Memorial Park. This is
the sixth year the Orange Lodge
has partnered with the Wreaths
Across America Program that
aims to place a wreath on every
veteran's grave

Small-scale housing summit convened to
combat OC housing crisis

By Vicente Sarmiento,
2nd District Supervisor

Our office recently welcomed
more than 150 housing advo-
cates to our Small-Scale Housing
Summit, a gathering focused on
developing innovative, practi-
cal solutions to Orange County’s
housing crisis.

The summit brought together
funders, landowners, nonprofit
organizations, developers, and
manufacturers to explore how
small-scale housing can offer
fast, cost-effective and flexible
options that have already been
proven successful in other Cali-
fornia counties.

While small-scale housing is
not new across the state, it re-
mains an emerging and under-
utilized approach here in Orange
County.

With a growing shortage of
available homes, rising housing
costs, and increasing numbers of
residents pushed to the brink of
homelessness, it’s clear we must
expand our toolbox.

Small-scale housing can com-
plement the traditional affordable
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A small house displayed at the Small-scale Housing summit

housing developments already
underway and help us respond
more quickly to urgent commu-
nity needs.

Modular small-scale construc-
tion pushes the boundaries of
what is possible. It delivers flex-
ibility and speed, whether used
for interim or permanent housing,
small projects or scalable sites.
Models typically range from
$75,000 to $100,000 per unit and
can be delivered in as little as six
months, making them one of the

most cost-effective options avail-
able.

These solutions can also be tai-
lored to meet the needs of a wide
range of residents, from individu-
als and families experiencing
homelessness to working families
priced out of the market.

To give attendees a firsthand
look, manufacturers showcased
small-scale housing models at
the event, highlighting just how
adaptable these units can be in
both design and construction.

FEATURIMG FIME PLATIMUM & GCQLD ESTATE / AMTIGWE JEWELRY

MB[[NG APPRAISALS

LEL‘!'.:TI IEWH.HY (©) @ramblingroseoc
7];.1 538 -6305 118 5. Glassell St. Orange, CA 92866

WA rum|;|||ngrgge net  wxarze w nn e GRAMGE CIRCLE AMTIGLE Mear.

FREE VEREAL

WE BUY GOLD,
LATIMUM, BROKES &
UNWANTED JEWELRY

JOHNSON MOTORCARS

34 Years of Specializing in the Service and Repair of
Mercedes-Benz

Gary Johnson

714-997-2567

982 N. Batavia # B13, Orange, CA 92867
gary @johnsonmotorcars.com
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Guest Commentaries

What do you want to be when you grow up?

By Robin Reichelt

I’'m an Orange resident. I do
not work for OUSD, and it’s been
quite a few years since my child
attended an OUSD school. I can
honestly say my knowledge about
what goes on inside an OUSD
classroom was pretty outdated,
and my impressions were frankly
skewed by headlines surrounding
past OUSD school boards.

Lately, I’ve learned something
I want to share with the commu-
nity. The Orange Unified School
District is underestimated and
underrated.

What is overshadowed, over-
looked, or ignored is the real
magic that happens in OUSD

classrooms every day -- the kind
of magic that helps your child
answer the “what do you want to
be” question. Not just once, but
many, many times as they grow
up and change as individuals. So,
here’s a shout-out to the OUSD
you may not know much about.

Orange Unified has the larg-
est GATE (Gifted and Talented
Education) program in Orange
County. Fourteen percent of the
OUSD student body participates
in GATE (over 3,000 students).
The average participation for the
rest of Orange County school dis-
tricts is just 8%.

OUSD has five GATE magnet
schools, and every OUSD ele-
mentary school has a GATE clus-

ter. More than 80 teachers with
GATE credentials support your
child’s educational journey.

What I thought I knew about
GATE programs (based on my
child’s OUSD experience) is just
as outdated as my impressions of
the school district.

GATE is not about getting
straight As or parroting content.
GATE is about curious, imagina-
tive kids whose interests don’t
always align with the classroom.
It’s about young minds going a
mile a minute, the drive to won-
der and create, kids who are inter-
ested in almost everything.

Giftedness is not static - it
evolves. And so does the GATE
program at OUSD. Your child

can be intensely curious and have
a learning disability. That doesn’t
rule them out from GATE. In fact,
they are considered twice excep-
tional.

My child had a learning dis-
ability and an IEP (Individual
Education Plan). His journey
taught me there are many ways to
be gifted.

Every child learns differently,
and matures at a different pace.
If your child is in grades two
through six, ask that they be eval-
uated for GATE over multiple
years.

Bottom line, I wanted my child
to fall in love with learning, to
read widely, to stay curious, the
markers for success that any par-

ent would want for their child in a
rapidly changing world.

Private school or home school
families residing in OUSD can
participate in GATE testing -
check the OUSD website for de-
tails.

If you want the best possible
outcome for your child’s educa-
tion, give Orange Unified another
look. Open Enrollment begins in
January, from the 12th to 26th.

Robin Reichelt is a former
OUSD parent, now a curious con-
stituent who has learned about
the district by attending board
meetings, speaking with staff di-
rectors and researching educa-
tional programs countywide.

Kiwanis plan year of service

Former President Shannon Tucker, left, provides the Kiwanis gavel and
bell to new Kiwanis President Bruce Morrison.

The Kiwanis Club of Orange
completed its fiscal year on Sep-
tember 30, and elected Bruce
Morrison, a longtime resident of
the City of Orange, as president
for the 2025-26 year.

The Kiwanis board mem-
bers are Shannon Tucker, past
president; Frank Tucker, vice
president; Debbie Booth, secre-
tary; Rhonda Weiss, treasurer;
and Greg Lewin, director/board
member.

Along with preparing a new
budget for the upcoming year, the
club has calendared a list of ser-
vice projects for the city, includ-

ing: hosting Concerts in the Park;
Special Needs Bowling Day;
breakfast for the GRIP Spring
Break Soccer Camp; providing
the Friendly Center with Thanks-
giving baskets; Santa photo
booth and Orange Tree Lighting;
Halloween Treats in the Street;
support for the Field of Valor;
support for Reading Promise;
elementary teacher grants; and
scholarships for high school stu-
dents (last year, the Kiwanis Club
of Orange gave out $20,000).

For information about becom-
ing involved, see kiwanisofor-
ange.org.

No partner needed
Super Easy

New Dancers Square Dance Classl!

Starts Wednesday, January 14, 2026
Open for three weeks for new dancers

$6.00 / Dancer
7:30-9:00 pm Square Dancing Lessons

Exercise Your Brain & Body
For more info call
(775) 336-8075 or (714) 904-9886

Trinity Episcopal Church
Simpson Youth Center

2400 North Canal Street Orange, CA 92865

c\as®
ﬂr;‘F nee

Meet new friends
Casual Dress

Assisteens connect with community

i

Gavin Cortes, left, and Sofia Villanueva bake pumpkin bread to cheer

the seniors.

Embracing their annual theme
of “Connect Our Community,”
12 dedicated members of the As-
sisteens Auxiliary of Assistance
League of Orange took action to
support their neighbors ahead of
Thanksgiving.

Partnering with the Orange
Senior Center, these resourceful
11th graders baked homemade
pumpkin bread, crafted cork
pumpkin decorations, and assem-

bled holiday gift tote bags. Each
bag, delivered personally to 58
local Meals on Wheels recipients,
was filled with personal hygiene
essentials, snacks and a handwrit-
ten note of good wishes.

The Assisteens were rewarded
with notes of thanks from many
recipients.

"l am a Meals on Wheels re-
cipient and last week I was very
blessed with a gift bag from As-
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Assisteens Mikayla Garcia, lefi,
and Juliana Romero pack tote
bags of goodies for the local se-
niors.

sisteens of Orange," one senior
wrote, "and I just wanted to ex-
press my sincere gratitude. When
someone takes the time to pre-
pare a gift for someone, that is
very special and warms the heart.
When it is from a stranger even
more so, and when it is from teen-
agers who easily could think of 50
other things to do, it is even more
heartwarming ... Thank you so
very much."

Tustin Area Historical Society annual meeting

Vicki Gray

Members of the Tustin Area
Historical Society (TAHS) gath-
ered at the Clifton Miller Com-
munity Center for the group’s
annual meeting and socializing,
Now. 22.

Committee members Vicki
Gray, Becky and Brady Michel,
assisted by the Michel family,
Kurt and Sandra Bensworth, Ran-
di Bernstein, Barbara Trumbull
and Joyce Miller, provided appe-
tizers and adult beverages (cour-
tesy of Red Hill Winery). Musical
entertainment was provided by
keyboardist Ron Kobayashi and
singer Crystal Clulee.

Richard Nelson, TAHS presi-

spotlights pa

Janet Peal

dent, introduced the two newest
board members, Randi Bernstein
and Tanner Douthit, and recog-
nized the rest of the 2025 board
members, museum docents and
volunteers. He explained the pur-
pose of the annual meeting is to
bring members together, convey
the progress of the society and
discuss history.

Vicki Gray, 2025 board sec-
retary and the event chair, pre-
sented the main program, which
spotlighted old Tustin families
with their histories and a slide
show. Many descendants of these
families were present, some com-
ing from out of state to attend.

st and present leaders

Randy Ema, noted Duesenberg
historian, expert, and successful
local restorer, entertained the au-
dience with how he evolved from
childhood into the car profession-
al he is today.

Bringing the day’s gather-
ing full circle was Janet Peal,
TAHS member and daughter of
Tustin Area Historical Society
co-founder Vivien Owen. Janet
shared her late mother’s varied
and expansive roles in the com-
munity from the 1950s until her
passing in 2017 at age 88.

Janet shares her mother’s love
of Tustin history and proclaimed
the society to be in good hands
since her mother’s efforts result-
ed in its formation 50 years ago
during the nation’s Bicentennial
celebration.

To learn more about the Tustin
Area Historical Society and how
to become a member, go to tustin-
history.com. The Tustin Museum
is located at 395 El Camino Real
in Tustin’s Old Town and is open
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Saturdays
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission
is free.
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Tustin Area Senior Center
moves food distribution hours

Lo
i

Food is distributed at the Tustin Senior Center:

By Guy Ball

The Tustin Area Senior Cen-
ter’s food distribution and senior
grocery program will shift from
mornings to afternoons begin-
ning in January. This program
provides food to those who need
help supplying good meals for
themselves or their families.

Times will now be from 1:30
to 2:30 p.m. on the second and
fourth Thursday of each month.
Random numbers will be given
out at 1 p.m. to help make the
distribution process smooth and
orderly.

On the fourth Thursday, avail-
able items may include non-per-
ishable food, fresh vegetables,
fruits and breads (depending on
food bank availability). On the
second Thursdays items may also
include frozen meat and dairy.

Tustin Parks and Recreation
Department works with Orange
County’s Second Harvest Food
Bank to distribute food to the
community in this way. They
have been helping the community
for well over five years and, dur-
ing COVID, had a drive-through

food distribution project with
pre-packaged meals.

“We’ve been assisting Tustin
residents experiencing food in-
security for many years and have
helped several thousand people,
including children,” said Cece
Torres, recreation coordinator of
the Tustin Area Senior Center.
“I’m proud of our dedicated staff
and volunteers for the compas-
sion, care and commitment they
show in serving so many oth-
ers.”

The Tustin Area Senior Center
offers a large variety of activi-
ties, including lunch programs,
weekly bingo and transportation
services, as well as various sup-
port groups (Alzheimer’s, LG-
BTQ+, Grief and Parkinson’s)
and various seminars. It also
brings in specialists on taxes,
Medicare, and computer help.
More program information can
be found at tustintodaymaga-
zine.com.

For more information, call
the Tustin Area Senior Center at
(714) 573-3340. To donate to its
programs, call Garrison DeVine
at (714) 426-2453.

"Budget”
continued from page 1

A more cautious councilmem-
ber, Arianna Barrios, pointed out
that there were still departments
and funds running on a deficit
that needed to be fully funded
before reinstating things the city
wants.

Needs before wants

“Before we get too excited
about surpluses,” she observed,
“we also have a lot of under-
funded budget items that we had
to pull from, or that we had to not
fully fund in order to make the
budget. Now, fortunately, yes, we
have the surplus. But under our
new fiscal policy, shouldn’t we
prioritize going back and funding
those first when we have the abil-

ity to do so?”

Those discussions will be had
more in depth in the coming
months, as the city begins the
process of preparing the budget
for 2027. Beginning next month,
the city manager will start meet-
ing with department heads to dis-
cuss needs for the upcoming year.

In March and April, budget
study sessions will begin, focus-
ing first on the general fund, and
then move to discussion of capi-
tal improvement and other funds,
before a preliminary budget is
brought before the council in
May, to be finalized in June.

“I feel optimistic about the state
of our budget as we operate this
year,” Gyllenhammer advised.
“Structurally, I think we can get
to a place where we're running
Orange well.”

OPAWL holds holiday party

.- o 1

A holiday party for Orange Park Acres Women's League members and
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guests was held Dec. 14 at the Schmidt residence. Left to right are
Karen and Bob Ashford, Russ and Carla Garcia, Diane and Ron Hoffer,
Debbie Bau and Michelle and Michael Schmidt.

The Villa Park City Council elect-
ed Jordan Wu mayor for 2026, ef-
fective Dec. 16. Robert Frackel-
ton will serve as mayor pro tem.
Remaining council members are
Nicol Jones, Kelly McBride and
Crystal Miles.

SWD
reorganizes

The Serrano Water District
(SWD) Board of Directors per-
formed its annual board reorga-
nization on Dec. 16. Greg Mills
will serve as board president and
Robbie Pitts as vice president for
2026.

The board also includes Brad
Reese, Frank Bryant and Jerry
Haight. Jerry Vilander serves as
general manager for SWD.

Dr. Stephen Glass was elected
president of the OUSD Board
of Trustees, Dec. 15. Glass has
served on the board since 2024
and expects to continue the strong
leadership of his predecessor with
guidance from the board, faculty
and staff. "OUSD must be action-
oriented as well as future-orient-
ed, keeping students safe and edu-
cating them to be future-ready,"
he says. The board elected Andrea
Yamasaki as vice president and
Sara Pelly as clerk.

SchoolsFirst opens application
period for member
scholarships

SchoolsFirst Federal Credit
Union invites student members
to apply for its annual Member
Education Award scholarships by
Jan. 31.

Each year, SchoolsFirst FCU
awards scholarships to eligible
high school seniors, college
freshmen and college sopho-
mores to help offset the cost of
books, tuition and other educa-
tional expenses.

Applicants must be members
of SchoolsFirst FCU, enrolled
in an accredited college or uni-
versity for the fall term and have
completed no more than 60 col-
lege credits.

Awards are based on academic
performance, course rigor, com-

munity and school involvement,
leadership and letters of recom-
mendation. Eligible students may
reapply each year as long as they
continue to meet the program re-
quirements.

Established in 2000, the Mem-
ber Education Award program
reflects the credit union’s long-
standing commitment to improv-
ing the lives of its members and
supporting their long-term educa-
tional goals.

In 2025, SchoolsFirst FCU
awarded $210,500 in scholar-
ships to 248 students.

For more details or to ap-
ply, visit the Member Education
Award page on the Credit Union
website, schoolsfirstfcu.org.

"Night at the Museum" features Scouting in

Scoutmaster John Nielsen

By Guy Ball

Scouting has shaped genera-
tions of young people in Orange
County, emphasizing values of
citizenship, outdoor skills, and
community service that remain as
relevant today as they were when
the movement began locally in
the early 20th century.

At the Tustin Area Museum’s
January “Night at the Museum”
presentation, longtime Scouting
leader John Nielsen will speak
about a journey through more
than a century of Orange County
Scouting history, woven together
with his six decades of Scouting
service.

Nielsen’s connection to Scout-
ing began in 1963, when he
joined as a Cub Scout. He pro-
gressed on to Boy Scouts, where
he distinguished himself through
dedication and leadership. In
1972, he earned the rank of Ea-
gle Scout, joining a lineage of
Orange County youth who have
gone on to serve their communi-
ties, country and professions with
distinction.

“Scouting gave me opportu-
nities to lead, to serve, and to

Orange County
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grow,” Nielsen said. “It also con-
nected me to the history of this
community in ways I didn’t fully
appreciate until much later.”

That appreciation deepened
when his own son—now also an
Eagle Scout—joined Cub Scouts.
Nielsen returned to active leader-
ship as a Cubmaster, eventually
continuing on as Scoutmaster of
Troop 243 in North Tustin.

What began as volunteering for
his son became a lifelong com-
mitment. Nielsen has remained
an active Scout volunteer ever
since, and currently serves as
the Council Advancement Chair
for the Orange County Council,
Scouting America, helping guide
thousands of youth on their path
to advancement and personal
growth.

Nielsen will talk about the
broader context of Orange Coun-
ty Scouting history. Organized
Scouting took root locally in the
1910s, paralleling the county’s
own growth from agricultural
communities into thriving cities.

Over the decades, Orange
County Scouts have supported
war bond drives, assisted during
natural disasters, preserved open

|

Boy Scout Jamboree held in Newport Beach in 1953

spaces, and contributed millions
of hours of community service.

The audience will learn how
Scouting adapted alongside Or-
ange County’s transformation—
expanding programs, welcoming
diverse communities, and empha-
sizing leadership development
that prepares youth for modern
challenges. From early camping
trips in the Santa Ana Moun-
tains to service projects that have
shaped parks, schools and civic
spaces, Scouting has left a lasting
imprint on the region.

“You could see how Scout-
ing isn’t just an organization, it’s
part of Orange County’s fabric,”
Nielsen said.

This "Night at the Museum"
meeting will be held on Friday,
Jan. 30 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Tustin Area Museum, 345 El
Camino Real.

Tickets are $20 per person,
$15 for members, and $5 for
students under 17. Due to the
limited seating area, tickets are
expected to sell out quickly.

For more information and
tickets visit TustinHistory.com
or call the museum, (714) 731-
5701.
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Christmas crafts highlight canyon holiday fest

Christmas came to the Silvera-
do Community Center, Dec. 13,
with local vendors, music, story-
telling and munchies.

Ashley King and Diandra Lopez
make Yule logs from locally gath-
ered canyon flora.

Woodworker Steve Neuberger fills
a display gap resulting from a sale.

Photographer Shawn Haislett fea-
tures work taken in the local can-

Storyteller Ron Chick regales visi-
tors with tales.

A el .

Liam Duffy, 15, of Modjeska Canyon displays holiday engravings that
he makes himself.
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Mafer and Jorge Martinez offer handmade items to deck everyone'’s
halls.

DAN SLATER

Happy New Year, Orange!

dan@DanSlater.com

714-744-2219
1537 E. Chapman Ave. Orange, CA 92866

TAWC announces
Young Women of the Month

Daniella Warren

The Tustin Area Woman’s Club
named Daniella Warren and Si-
enna Harvey as its Young Women
of the Month for December.

Daniella Warren of Foothill
High School has been on the
dance team since her freshman
year. She has participated in lead-
ership roles on the Associated
Student Body for three years, and
is currently the Athlete Recogni-
tion Commissioner. Daniella is
on the governing board of the As-
sistance League of Tustin and is a
youth ministry leader at Mariners
Church. She plans to study crimi-
nal justice or political science and
join the Air Force ROTC with the
goal of becoming an officer after
college. Ultimately, she plans to
attend law school and pursue a
career as a Judge Advocate in
the Air Force or become an FBI
agent.

Sienna Harvey of Tustin High
School is interested in pursuing a

Sienna Harvey

career in education. She has spent
her last four summers volunteer-
ing with the Tustin Public Schools
Foundation at its preschool — 8th
grade summer camp, Summer
Academy. She serves as the Co-
president of the THS Chapter of
the TPSF Teens Club where she
leads student volunteers in assist-
ing and planning TPSF events.
She has spent three years on the
leadership team of the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes Club and
serves as a student board repre-
sentative for the TUSD, as well as
a member of the Tiller Principal's
Advisory Committee. For the
last two years, Sienna has served
as the National Honors Society
President. This past summer, Si-
enna interned with Congressional
Representative Young Kim.

Also recognized were Camila
Ordaz of Beckman High School
and Uma Joshi of Legacy High
School.

OUPSF awards grants

The Orange Public Schools
Foundation awarded  over
$50,000 in grants to individual
OUSD teachers to support class-
room projects and provide learn-
ing materials.

Awarded on Dec. 11, the grants
were distributed to 58 teach-
ers representing 27 elementary,
middle and high schools. Rec-

ognizing that educators are true
changemakers and building on
educational excellence, OUPSF
grants aim to positively impact
thousands of students by enrich-
ing their learning experiences.
For more information about the
Orange Unified Public Schools
Foundation or to make a dona-
tion, visit oupsf.org.

Friends of the Orange Public
Library celebrate banner year

The Friends of the Orange
Public Library donated $40,000
to upgrade and replace electronic
equipment at all three OPL lo-
cations in December. It is one
of the largest single grants the
Friends have made, and it brings
the group’s 2025 cash gift total
to $86,000---the most it has ever
given.

In the face of the City of Or-
ange’s financial stress, last spring,
the Friends provided $23,000 car-
marked for streaming services for
library patrons and staff develop-
ment programs. In July, it made

Ron Esparza, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C79663
827 S. Tustin Ave
Orange, CA 92866
Bus: 714-505-3400
ron@ronesparza.com

1801073
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an unrestricted grant of $18,000
to help wherever needed. And, an
additional $5,000 was donated
just prior to the close of 2025 to
purchase new books.

The Friends also passed on
over 2,000 donated books, which
went directly onto the library
shelves. Assuming a new book
costs, on average, $20, that adds
another $20,000 to the coffers.

The Friends of the Orange Pub-
lic Library wants to thank all of its
donors, volunteers and customers
who have made this record sup-
port of the library possible.

Family.
Friends.

Community.

We’'re all in this together.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
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Orange Elks welcome new members just in time for the holidays
W

The December class of new Orange Elks in Lodge 1475.

The Orange Elks Lodge 1475
welcomes new members each
month, who are integral to the
success of Elks programs.

The December class was just in
time to help with the many holiday
programs the Elks undertake each
year to make the season bright for

as many people as they can.

The FElks Christmas Basket
project supports 200 low-income
families with food, toys, pet food
and a gift card. The goal, as in past
years, was to hand out 200 Christ-
mas baskets (boxes) to families
with young children to help make

the holidays more magical.

The Orange Elks also host a
Christmas Party for children, with
lunch, crafts, cookie decorating,
games and a gift from Santa and
Mrs. Claus.

The Emblem Club is collecting
gently used purses and personal

Members of the Central Orange County Democratic Club collected toys for Operation Santa Claus, which
provides gifis and toys to children and teens who are abandoned, neglected, and/or abused and are placed
in foster care in Orange County. The group also collected food, clothing and blankets for the local home-
less community. Donations were given to St. Paul s Episcopal Church in Tustin, which provides care and
services to the homeless. Above, left, club member Ronna Sarvas Weltman and club Chair Frank Gomez

display the cache of collected toys. At right, Gomez with food donations.

& 1LIONHEART PRIDE

REAL ESTATI

- MANAGEMENT - INVI

JEREMY WAYLAND BROKER DRE #013

AVAILABLE!

1307 W. Palmyra

2 Bedroom Units available

GO

Buying or Selling?
Landlord or Tenant?
We are there for you!
Call us fora no

Jeremy Wayland-
DRE#01388205
714-745-7318

preassure Consu tation
714-363-3188
WWW LIONHEARTPRIDE.COM  949-689-7713

Sabrina Wayland-
DRE#02156909

‘Experience you can Trust, Loyalty you can depend on’

2/

care items, such as lip gloss,
combs, hand sanitizer, etc., for
Joanie’s Purse Project, which will
distribute the bags to disadvan-
taged women.

Central OC
Dems to

feature writer

The Central Orange County
Democratic Club will host "The
Nation" magazine writer Sasha
Abramsky at its Wednesday, Jan.
28 meeting.

In addition to speaking about
the state of the nation, Abramsky
will sign copies of his newest
book, "American Carnage: How
Trump, Musk and DOGE Butch-
ered the U.S. Government."
Snacks and shmooze at 6:30 p.m.,
general meeting at 7 p.m. RSVP
to CentralOCDems@gmail.com,
is required to attend.

Anyone wanting to connect
with fellow Democrats, get in-
formed, learn how to be an activ-
ist, increase community involve-
ment, and hobnob with a group
of friendly people, is welcome to
join Central OC Dems. Meetings
are held on the fourth Wednesday
of each month in Tustin.

Orange Elks
hold memorial
service

Offerings in honor of Elks' absent
members

Orange Elks Lodge 1475 me-
morialized 23 of its members
who have passed away during the
year; of those, eight were veter-
ans.

The memorial service, held the
first week in December, honored
"Our Absent Members," so that
they are not forgotten.

The service was presided over
by Exalted Ruler Kelley Mar-
tinez, who, by tradition, asked
each officer, “What offering do
you dedicate to our altar for their
memory?”

The offerings included the For-
get-Me-Not, typifying charity,
which teaches us to remember
only the good that has been done.
Then Amaranth, the emblem of
immortality, the just reward of
true and upright lives. The final
offering of the Clinging Ivy is a
symbol of brotherly love.

The Exalted Ruler offers fidel-
ity that embraces all the offer-
ings. It inculcates devotion as the
Forget-Me-Not, everlasting as
the Amaranth, and constant as the
Clinging Ivy.

As the Lodge secretary reads
each name, the Chaplain lights a
candle, and the Esquire presents a
Bible to the family of the absent
member.

Large animal rescue gets funding boost
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From left, Joanne Hubble, canyon community representative; Bill Klovstad, El Rodeo Rescue; Dee Dee Fried-
rich, president, Yorba Linda Country Riders,; Supervisor Don Wagner, and Sherry Panttaja, president, Orange

Park Association

Supervisor Don Wagner has
allocated $75,000 of discretion-
ary funding to support the new
Orange County Animal Rescue
Team (OCART).

OCART will be a trained vol-
unteer team dedicated to assisting
with large animals during emer-
gencies, especially wildfires,
throughout Orange County. It
will operate under a Plan of Co-
operation with the county.

Wagner’s office has been work-
ing with the equestrian communi-
ty to develop a county-supported
program to help with large animal
evacuations.

The new volunteer group fills
a gap left in 2023 when the San
Juan Capistrano Large Animal
Rescue Team stopped providing
resources countywide.

Long time coming

“I am very thankful to Super-
visor Wagner for pushing this
through and making sure it came
to fruition,” said Sherry Pant-
taja, president of the Orange
Park Association. “This is some-
thing we’ve been working on for
many years, so that we can help
neighborhoods throughout Or-
ange County and make them feel

like they’ve got somewhere to go
when there is a fire.”

“It’s very important to make
sure that the animals are taken
care of and to get out early. In or-
der to do that, we needed to have
a good team in place, and now
we finally have one,” said Joanne
Hubble, canyon community rep-
resentative. “Thanks to Don and
his team, the hard work of Bill
and Dee Dee, we got it done.”

The funds approved will cover
costs related to insurance, train-
ing supplies, a rescue trailer, vol-
unteer equipment and other nec-
essary materials.
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The Orange American Legion Auxiliary 132 and
Emblem Club 418 attracted 104 players to an
ugly sweater bunco night at the American Le-
gion, Dec. 8. The event featured door prizes and
gift baskets donated by members. Event Chair-
man Amelia Castro and volunteer Vicki Chaisson
show off their ugly sweaters, top, while Emblem
Club Marshal Jan Genelle and President Laurie
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The annual Tustin Christmas Tree Lighting and Holiday Stroll
included a snow village highlighted by a sledding hill. The
event, held on Dec. 5, in Old Town, included holiday vendors,

The 31st Annual Tree Lighting and Candlelight Procession in
Orange was narrated by Vikki Murphy, whose remarks included
a tribute to her late husband and Orange civic leader Mark
Murphy. The music of the Orange Community Master Chorale

and orchestra was directed by Michael Short.

food trucks, and live entertainment for all ages.

Padilla demonstrate the spirit, below.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
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WHERE THE POWER STARTS
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PREMIUM QUALITY SINCE 1962
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woenw. pawertranbattenyco.com

2218 W. 2nd St Tel: 800-400-4858

Santa Ana, CA 92702

Fax: T14-543-9211
Cralgpowerironbatteryco.com

INSURANCE

M JIMENEZ FAMILY

E | INSURANCE AGENCY

A family-run agency since 1970 helping good people
get good rates. We are a full-service insurance agency
handling all the: insurance needs of second and even
third generation clients?

Call us today for a rate quote.
(714) 534-0072
wianajimenezfami ylnsurancoe.com

Insuring Our Local Community for Over 50 Years

MARKETING/GRAPHIC DESIGN

jef maddock design
not your duch

Budget friendly graphic design services,
brochures, logos/rebrands, ads, websites, forms,
signs, digital marketing and more since 2013.

714.606.2040 é‘jef‘ J‘eﬁnaddockrcom
jeﬁnaddock.com

REAL ESTATE

: & Loans
27 years of Real Estate & Mortgage Services

Stephanie Tourtellotte

Buying or Selling?

Thorough home valuations for sellers &
expert guidance for buyers!
www.sternerhomes.com m

949.529.1708 DRE # 01251193

ELECTRICAL

Prompt Electric
Service, Inc.

il FREE ESTIMATES - LOW-LOW $$%

*Recessed Lighting « Fluorescent « Troubleshooting
« 240vOutlets - Breakers/Rewiring
« Switches/Fans/Spas « Panel Upgrades
We accept Credit Cards

714-814-4440 cell

email: promptelectricservice@yahoo.com
State License C10, 390275

INSURANCE

Confused about

Medicare?

Call TODAY for your no cost
benefit review!

Nikki Johnson
Independent AgentiLic. #0MB82324
Cell: (714) 853-3700

By calling the number above, you will be
directed to a licensed insurance agent

PLUMBING

Family owned and operated +18 years plumbing in OC
2 Lifetime north Tustin resident
MD""EnnN
i P  Bawi
PLUMBING SERVICE

24 HOU E.2YEAR TEE ON WORK
60 day drain guarantee « Clean, Neat and Professional - Leak Detection Water & Gas - Drain Camera
Inspection & Location  Pipe Re Lining/ Trenchless Sewer Repair
Hydro Jetting - Copper and Pex Repiping Tankless Water Heater Specialist
Water Heaters - Slab Leaks e ™ == g
Bonded - Insured - References

License Ca 938498 FREE ESTIMATES 71 4'541 '4400

l{’s whqt we dor

TERMITES

NO-NONSENSE
TERMITE COMPANY

TERMITE CONTROL - WOOD REPAIRS
PEST CONTROL

FREE INSPECTIONS
714-635-5111

HOME MORTGAGES

MULBERRY
STREET
MORTGAGE

Purchase, Refinance
& Reverse Mortgages

Office (714) 289-0047
Text/Cell (714) 501-0639

2140 W. Chapman Ave., #260
Orange, CA 92868
mulberrystreetmortgage.com
pdmortg@msn.com

Pam Dunn
NMLS# 281526
CALIC# 603J651

LARGE VEHICLE SERVICE

CLEANARUCKICH ECK
INSPECTIONS
MOITORHOME/DIESEINPUSHERS

MOBILE SERVICE

VEHICLES QVER 14,000 POUNDS 2013 AND NEWER

(714) 306-9803
www.OC truck.com

REAL ESTATE

A ® (..
CENTURY 21
Masters

Far the HOMEstyie....
that fits your LIFEsTyfe....

Laura Thomas TV 2644242
Resaitor® laura@laurathomas.com
DREM DI0EZ0

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESS
Tell them you saw
them in the
Foothills Sentry!
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

AMP

% AIR CONDITIONING

......
g L)

'$89.00

» service call

-
-. "fee waived with repair .' "1'] ln‘ 542“
. o
" ot
-
R L m-amna mc-nnm

‘FREE ESTIMATES FOR NEW EQUIPMENT *

Sales Service Installation
License 935460

-..*

Since 1976

Titan Automotive

* Computer Diagnostics * Brakes = Electrical
* Suspension * 4&-Wheel Alignment * Fuel Injection

* Smog Certification

* Factory Scheduled Maintenance - Foreign & Domestic
(AL FORMUL

Mike Fry —. ‘
Owner HEE
(714)997-2311

939 W. Chapman Ave.
Orange, CA 92868

Lee J. Pelros, Allorney at Law
Estate Planning, Real Estate,
Business Law, SBA Lending

(714) 542-3110

Www. petroslawolTIices.com

1851 E. First St., Suite 840
Santa Ana, CA 92705

William Bell
Specializing in the
Repair and Service of
Toyota, Honda, Lexus,
Acura, Chevrolet, Ford

and more. g

971 N. Batavia Ave., Suite D, Orange, Ca 92867
714.639.7233 - Cell: 714.328.1922

B=LLS
AUTOMOTIV =
SZRVICE=

(714) 944-8518
(626) 381-8293

MALIBU

(i\.k“\ gt

R * LeafGuard installation
[ ..I |+ Seamless rain gutters installation

* We carry up to 32 different colors of
aluminum including copper & metal

* Rain gutter cleaning
* Gutter & downspout repair License: 1049810

HOUSE CLEANING

AFFORDABLE, PERSONAL SERVICE
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, MONTHLY
LIC. & BONDED
CALL FOR
FREE ESTIMATE

(714) 381-4220

HOUSES - CONDOS APARTMENTS - OFFICES

a2 BJ Handyman

20 yrs. experience Garbage Disposals  Switches
Plumbing Electrical Dimmers
Leaking Faucets  Painting Iron Gates

Water Heaters Install Ceiling Fans Fence

Reasonable Rates | Free Estimate
Cell: (714) 225-8773

WO00D DOOR & WINDOW
REPAIR & REPLICATION

By A Little Door & Window Maker.
Any & All Wood Species! - French Doors/Windows

$ We Can Save You Big ¢

cell 949-533'6161 114-639-0848

Wood Sash & Glass Replacement - Rot Removal &
Repair Like New - Experience & Wisdom!

LAND MECHANICS, INC.
“Bringing the Warmth of your Home, Outdoors”

Landscape Design * Pools * Spas
Sofiscape » Hardscape * Drainage
Sprinkler Systems * Lighting

Maintenance Service Available
1".11|||II1I_'., Quarterly, Semi-Annuoal

714-516-9555
www.landmechanics.com
Lic B1, C27, C53 #500037

l“"

/ !r

0.P.A. Resident

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
& WEEKLY LAWN CARE

Design ## Installation ##Hard/Softscape
Concrete/Masonry ## Irrigation ## BBQs 3% Water Features
Lighting ## Tree Trimming ¢ Pool Remodel

Call (714) 434-7336

montevistalandscape.com
montevistalandscape@yahoo.com

Monte Vista Landscape State Lic. #902197
= Workmen’s Comp & Liability Ins. & Bonded

SUPER QUIET

Gardening and Weeding BRVAN VERDI

. Tel.(714) 824-0625
Utilizing
Hand-Powered Tools Only Serving Old Towne Orange

No Gas or Electric Equipment  and surrounding areas

Drywall Specialist

* Ceiling and wall patching
* Repipe patching
* Stress crack repair
* Texture matching
* All drywall repairs & remodels

Don Russell
714-606-1447

D.L. Russell, Inc.

Lic. 763543

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

* Maximize Your Financial Income

+ Minimize Your Vacancy Period

+] mprove Your Propcrrv

* Onbine Maonthly Accounting Reports
* Direct Deposit of Tunds

* We Do All The Wark For You!

CONTACT US NOWI!!
(714) 744-5711

wwrw RealFerareFstablishment.com

PLUMBING

Est. 1996 - Local Resident

Owners on Job No Job Too Small Clean & Efficient
Sewer & Drain Cleaning ~ Water heaters Disposals

Copper Repiping Faucets Toilets

Gas Leaks Bathtubs Dishwashers

Slab Leaks High Velocity Water Jetting Remodels

Sewer/Drain Camera Inspection

Free Estimates ® Prompt Service ® One Year Written Guarantee
on Parts & Labor * 30 Day Written Guarantee on Drains

BONDED & INSURED » STATE LIC# 731786
United Plumbing & Drains, Inc.  10%

Bl ==  714-538-8686 od

Murray Willis

MOBILE

Cell: (714) 394-2022 Office: (714) 544-

3267
willisbf@ aol.com &
B { LCO 227 ‘

RE-KEYS * LOCK-OUTS » DOORS

SUPERIOR
PLUMBING

SERVICES

- Residential Repair Spedalist - Long-lime OPA residant .
« Family owned and cperated since 1983 -

» Sewser & Drain Cleaning «Faucets

«Electronic Leak Detaction + Toilets

= Video Pipe Inspections - Waterheaters
- Hydmojetting Dispasals

(714) 744 - 8045 ......

gl us al ocsupariarplumbing.com

@Hwﬂﬂ/{dﬂ/ ff/d Jm@j
Residential Care Home r the Older Adult

Sonia Garcia-Francia Kelly S. Francia Harlan
CEO Administrator
714-269-7307 714-812-0137
Sonia@guardianangelshomes.com | Kellysabrina@guardianangelshomes.com
M.A. Psychology, M.A. Gerontology
Master of HR Management

www.GuardianAngelsHomes.com
North Tustin Locations
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Coalescent Design Group

Bruce Spielbuehler, Architect
Additions, Remodels & Major Renovations
Garages, ADU/Granny Units, Pool Houses

22343 La Palma Ave # 124,
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-624-3692

www.coalescent-design-group.com

DESIGNER - LANDSCAPE

Scancelli Landscapes
Residential Landscape Design
Pools, Outdoor Kitchens, Fire Features,
Shade Structures, Plants
www.scancelli.com

Instagram:
@scancellilandscapes

Randall B. Coombs
Architect
Custom Homes & Architectual Remodels
www.RBCArchitect.com
e-mail: RBC@RBCArchitect.com

714-744-1972
Fax: 714-744-1667

17341 Grovemont St.
Santa Ana, CA 92705

INVESTMENTS

David T. Geske
Financial Advisor, CFP®
2 Executive Cir, Ste 280, Irvine, CA 92614
Office: 949.567.9945 x101

Website: www.raymondjames.com/
redwoodinvestments
CA Insurance Lic # 0059469

ervices, Inc, member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advisory servicesare offered through Raymond James Financial Services
Advisor, Inc. t andisindependent of

Raymond James Financial Services.

VPCSF to host 5K/health fair

Villa Park Community Servic-
es Foundation announces the re-
turn of the Villa Park 5K. Run or
walk through the Hidden Jewel,
beginning at 8 a.m. on Saturday,
May 16.

All levels are welcome on the
scenic closed course with chip
timing. All participants will re-
ceive race shirts and medals. Age
group and finishing-place awards

will be presented.

All runners, supporters and ob-
servers are welcome to visit the
second annual Health & Wellness
Fair, held at the start/finish line
from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Potential race sponsors, health
fair exhibitors, speakers and dem-
onstrators may find more infor-
mation and complete an applica-
tion at vpcsfoundation.org.

Centenarian vet honored
P :

& i

Colonel Mark M. Tull, U.S. Marine Corps (Retired), Mary Ann Rogers,

and JROTC Sara Nooristani.

If it is the third Thursday of the
month, the Orange Elks will be
raising and lowering the flag at
Plaza Park — even if it rains.

Despite inclement weather
on a recent Thursday, a number
of people attended, including a
WWII vet and a Gold Star Mom.

The Orange High School Ma-

rine Corps JROTC presented a
flag to WWII veteran Mary Ann
Rogers, who had celebrated her
101st birthday in July.

The mother of Michael An-
thony Rivera, U.S. Army, 82nd
Airborne Division who served
in Afghanistan came to the Plaza
ceremony to honor her son.

Looking for love

Beezus and
Ramona

These two bonded sisters, Bee-
zus and Ramona, only six months
old, will fill your days with affec-
tion, purrs and fun.

Beezus, with the black face
marking, is a spunky little sweet-
heart who’s full of life and love.
She’s got endless kitten energy
for chasing toys, wrestling with
her sister Ramona, and exploring
every corner of her world. But
once playtime winds down, Be-
ezus is all about the snuggles—
she’ll curl up in your lap, purr
like crazy and melt right into you.

Ramona is the perfect blend of
calm and curious. She’s a gentle
soul who loves to cuddle up and
relax, but don’t let her chill vibe
fool you—when it’s playtime,
she’s just as enthusiastic as her
sister. Whether she’s batting at
a toy or chasing a feather wand,

Ramona brings a quiet charm to
everything she does.

They’re  inseparable  best
friends who balance each other
beautifully—Beezus brings the
sass, Ramona brings the calm,
and together they bring a whole
lot of love. Their sisterly connec-
tion is pure magic—they do ev-
erything side by side, from play-
time to naptime.

For information about meeting
these two adorable girls, sponsor-
ing, fostering or donating, see
MeoowzResQ.org.

Dowdall Law Offices, A.P.C.
Jan D. Breslauer-Dowdall, M.A,, M.FA,, ..

284 N. Glassell St., Ist Fl.
Orange, CA 92866-1409

jdb@dowdalllaw.com
Office 714.532.2222

Jef Maddock Design

Affordable graphic design
flyers, logos/rebrands, brochures, websites,
daily forms and much more since 2013
714-608-2040
jef@jefmaddock.com
www.jefmaddock.com

Bookman Bookstore

Used, Unusual and Out-Of-Print Books
Serving Orange County since 1990
320 E Katella Ave,
Orange, CA 92867

714-538-0166
www.ebookman.com

ARCHITECTS ARCHITECTS ATTORNEY AT LAW BOOKS CHIROPRACTIC

Demoss Chiropractic
Your health is our priority.
From preventive care, checkups, to exams.
$39 exam and X-rays for new patients
714-532-0999

demosschiro@aol.com
demosschiro.com

PIANO LESSONS SCREEN PRINTING

Learn piano in your home
All styles
popular, classical, jazz, showtunes

20 years’ experience,
BA in music/child development
(949) 637-8208
thekeyboardlady.com

KolorSplash 0C

All schools, construction, restaurants
T-Shirts, Hoodies, Sweaters, Rally Towels

714-798-5217
eric@KolorSplashOC.com

www.KolorSplashOC.com

TAXES VETERINARIAN VETERINARIAN

H & H INCOME TAX INSURANCE
ANAY CATALINA
480 S GLASSELL ST, ORANGE
SO (Corner of Glassell & La Veta)
wmws/  714-288-2088

Personal and Business Taxes, Notary
Forms 1099misc, w2s, Sales taxes. Since 1983

The only office that can file taxes back to 1997

Orange Canyon Pet Clinic
Dr. Kirsten Murphy
Dr. Katie Ellis

7614 E Chapman Ave
Orange CA, 92869

www.ocpetclinic.com
714-633-4496

Lorrie Boldrick, D.V.M.

The Barefoot Veterinarian

Available for many of your pet's needs
714-365-5464
barefootveterinarian@gmail.com

www.barefootveterinarian.com

OC Historical Society explores Moulton Ranch

s

Cattle branding on the Moulton Ranch
By Guy Ball

The history of South County’s
historic Moulton Ranch is the
subject of the next meeting of the
Orange County Historical Soci-
ety on Thursday, Jan. 8.

Moulton  Family = Founda-
tion President Jared Mathis and
Moulton Museum Executive Di-
rector Elisabeth Lange will share
the history of one of Orange
County’s largest family ranches
that ultimately influenced the de-
velopment of Laguna Niguel, La-
guna Hills, Aliso Viejo, Laguna
Beach, Dana Point and Mission
Vigjo.

The origins, growth and even-

tual breakup of the Moulton
Ranch operations will be brought
to life, from its sheep-herding
beginnings to its cattle-raising
end. Along the way, you'll gain
insights into the personality and
character of Lewis Moulton and
Nellie Gail Moulton, two Orange
County pioneers.

As president of the Moulton
Family Foundation, Mathis is a
leader in the cultural and educa-
tion ecosystem of South Orange
County. His efforts uphold the
family legacy of Lewis and Nellie
Gail Moulton. He is one of their
great-grandchildren and with the
rest of his family, actively sup-
ports the preservation of history

Lo

and art in South Orange County,
including the ranching heritage.

A graduate of Mission Viejo
High School, Elizabeth Lange
has been working in the museum
field for over 30 years, and be-
came the executive director of
the Moulton Museum in May of
2024.

The meeting will begin at 7:30
p-m. at Trinity Episcopal Church,
2400 N. Canal St. Attendance is
free for OCHS members, or a $5
donation for non-members.

For more information about
the Orange County Historical
Society, local history and future
meetings, visit OrangeCountyHi-
story.org.

Wagner hosts annual Trout Fishing Derby

Derby winner and Don Wagner

The fourth annual Trout Fish-
ing Derby, hosted by Supervisor
Don Wagner, drew some 1,300
people to the shores of Irvine
Lake, Dec. 6. People lined up out-

Fishermen and women line the banks of Irvine Lake.

side the gate before the sun came
up to participate in the event. The
winner of the largest fish caught —
5.22 1bs. — was awarded a trophy.
The second place catch was 5.09

Ibs.; third place was 3.21 Ibs.

The event was organized and
executed by OC Parks and James
Events, who partnered with the
supervisor.
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TRANSFORMED
BY GREAT LOVE

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 | Theme Verse 2025-2026

i
' Distinguished School

Courageous Faith.

We're looking forward to Inspired Learners.
an exciting school year and
welcoming you as a partner

in faith and education!
Open House Dates

Christ-centered education for children in Preschool through
8th Grade with teachers who love & care for your child in January7,2026 | 6:30pm

safe & secure facilities Kindergarten Parent Preview | Walker Hall

Full-time school counselor for healthy children socially,
emotionally & spiritually

January 14,2026 | 10:30am
K-8 Open House | The Garage
1:1 iPads included in tuition for all TK-8 students, coding
in all grades, Active Learning Environments January 22,2026 | 6:30pm

Middle School Open House | Walker Hall
Spanish language instruction for all TK-8 students
February 11,2026 | 10:30am

STEM Lab and Orange County’s only STEAM Corridor -
K-8 Open House | The Garage

celebrating the best in Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts & Math
March 18,2026 | 10:30am

PE in all grades, plus after-school athletics in grades 5-8 K-8 Open House | STEM Lab
(volleyball, basketball, flag football, track & field &

nationally-ranked cheer team) April 15,2026 | 10:30am
K-8 Open House | The Garage

Visual Art, Instrumental Music & Vocal Music classes
weekly, plus Beginning, Intermediate & Advanced Band

Wonderful parent-driven involvement & service through
St. John’s Auxiliary

www.sjls.org
. 714.288.4406 sjlslearning.com K3 /sjlsorange /sjlsorange

Sto JOhn'S Lutheran SChOOI 154 South Shaffer Street | Orange, California 92866




