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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Malcolm and Ardoch Lakes are located in North Frontenac Township, Frontenac County. Ardoch Lake is
directly upstream of Malcolm Lake, which drains northwest into the Mississippi Rdegr chart 1.0 in
Appendix for Characteristics of the Lakes)

In 2015 tke Stewardship Committee (LSC) began to track the growth of aquatic invasive species. The
predominant invasive species found was Eurasian \Wdi#oil which has the potential tdestroy all

lakes in the areaMalcolm Lake has a public boat launch whichésmost critical feature for the
introduction and or spread of EWM. There are no boat wash stations in the vicinity, any boat users can
easily transport fragments to other lakes. The concern is nhoh#t&re milfoil speciesvhich has been in

our lakes fo years. (See Appendix 2.0 Watersheds Canada Report on EWM)
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plants throughout the summer and had some success in keeping it under control in that area. At th

June AGM, the newly developed Lake Plan was introduced. The membership selected three top

priorities for first year focus: water quality, fisheries management and land use & development. These

three priorities will all be affected by the presence of E\iiMasive species.

In August 2017 the Stewardship Chair contacted the program supervisor of the Granite Ridge Education
Centre (GREC) to request drone service for the EWM project; a partnership was formed with Above &
Beyond and planning begafSee Appendi 3.0 Aquatic Invasive Species Drone Project 2017)

In 2017 EWM patches were discovered in Malcolm Lake west of the boat launch. Property owners along

the shore began hantarvesting individual plants throughout the summer. Stewardship Committee

conducted aBoating Survey to determine such factors as types of boats used on each lake, the amount

of usage, recreational priorities AND travel between the two lakes. In July the Stewardship Committee
members toured the lakes to determine affected areas and folawsal new colonies in depths usually

about 3 metres. An Invasive Species Education session, led by Brook Schryer of the Invading Species

' g1 NBySadaa tNRINFYZ 41 a&8 K2AGSR o0& al![[! @6AGK TFdzyRA
Association). It wastended by interested lake users from many local lakes, conservation authorities

and as far away as Ottawa. MALLA designed an Aquatic Invasive Species sign for the boat launch and
provided all MALLA members with an identification card to become more seriod 2 SSR 2 | § OKS NA ¢
(See Appendix 4.0 Aquatic Invasive Species sign, 4.1 Invading Species Boat sign and 4.2 Alert sign for
Township boat launches)

Throughout the winter of 20118 the students from GREC analyzed photos and videos and prepared
orthomosaic naps of the two lakes. In the spring of 2018, more flights of the same areas were
conducted to provide comparable data.

In June 2018 a permit application was delivered to MNRF seeking approval for the placement of burlap
in a pilot project. At the June AGMstudent rep from the Above & Beyond program, Ryleigh Rioux, led
the presentation to the membership to demonstrate the need for monitoring of the rapid EWM growth.
By the end of the summer the flight information was incorporated into a more compreherepoet.

(See Appendix 5.0 Above & Beyond Student Repdrt)July and August, the Stewardship Committee
mapped the predominant patches of EWM with GP®mhnates, prepared a site map and requested a
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GPS data)Additional supporting data were sent to MNRF as it became available. At each MALLA event

in the summer, education sessions were included for identification of the EWM and demonstrations

about its remwal. Hand tools purchased with the FOCA grant were made available to members as

needed. On August 24, 2018 MALLA made a presentation to North Frontenac Township which resulted

in support at several level$wo fact sheets used by MALLA were provided thinoug
www.ontario.ca/invasivespeciemnd www.invadingspecies.com/eurasiavmater-milfoil.

The Mayor approached the Minister of the Envinoent & Climate Change seeking support for the

project. A Letter of Approval was received from MNRF(Bancroft) in late September 2018. The first
placement of burlap was on the September 23, 2018.The Above & Beyond flew most of the area in
October; the imagey clearly showed the burlap placement and the extent of summer EWM growth.

Grant writing began for funding of materials, resources and personnel. A submission was made to MNRF
in December for a continuation of the permits in 20RA9_etter of Authority fa the continuation of the

pilot project was received from MNRF on the January"12019.(See Appendix 7.0 EWM report 2018)

MALLA strategies are meant to slow the spread of until a broader approach can be taken. The
Stewardship Committee believes thateémtention funding must come from all three levels of
government Municipal, Provincial and Federal. MALLA identified funded programs in Michigan and
Quebec. The following paragraphs are taken from the Quebec link.

G¢KS KAIKE @ Ayl aind\&termilfolk grawdlahdRspraakiLraiily, ehdkid Gutinative
water plant species and lowering oxygen levels so that certain species of fish are driven away. Within a
relatively short period, the weed beds create tangled, oxygen starved mats that are itatdspo

marine life and that impede use by boats and swimmers. When the thick weed beds die each fall, the
dead refuse drifts to the lake bottom causing premature aging of the lake.
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the riparian(shoreline)owners. In some Quebec municipalities, the value of a property with milfoil on
its property can be reduced by as much as $100,000 in the real estate market.

Studies by aquatic biologists associat¢th the Lac Saint Pierre Lake Association and Federation of

Lakes have determined that there are at least two methods to rid the lake of weeds. The least expensive

is to smother the weed beds by covering them with biodegradable burlap (jute) and wetgking

corners down with biodegradable sandbags. The more expemdsbudg most effective method is to

KANBE OSNIAFTASR RAGSNE (G2 LizZt 2dzi SIFOK LXFyd oe& i

Our research has determined that the most effective, feasible and affordable strategy is to nse a
integrated multiryear management approaclttrategies to be included: education, plant monitoring

and mapping with the drone technology, hahdrvesting where appropriate, burlap (jute) placement as

a pilot project, partner with the team organized by Fassor Jesse Vermaire (EWM specialist at Carleton
University) and to investigate aquaponic production of milfoil weevils. Based on information provided by
Farlain Lake Community Association, we will research the Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting system to
determine if it is feasible as a management method for MALLA.

The ultimate result in ignoring this invasive species will be the slow decline in tourism in cottage
country as this invasive species takes over Ontario lakes and rivers


http://www.ontario.ca/invasivespecies
http://www.invadingspecies.com/eurasian-water-milfoil

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Lakes Stewardship Committee httemptedto address the aquatic invasive species topic in

general since 2016 and the Eurasian Water Milfoil in particular since July 2017. Much research has been
read, contacts made with experts, discussion, planning and some aspects acted upon, BUT to no avail.
This aggressive species has overcome native spedghinrArdoch and Malcolrhakes and we will face

a crisis if we do nothing. The problem is too big for yakeksSewardshipGommittee and thus we

enlisted Township support.

The presenters were Glen F@wm| Dr. Bud Griswold, Mary Gessner, Cathy Owen and Brenda Martin with
several MALLA members in the audience to show their support. A display was setup in the Council
chambers showing a preseday sample taken from the lake that week and a massimefoot sample
representing yeathree growth. Education materials and a postavard helped to visualize our

concerns. The session began with our purpptiee immediate need of intervention by Council to
preserve not only our two lakes but all North Frontedakes. Weoughta partnership with Council to

find the resources needed to slow down the spread of EWM.

A two- page description of EWM watlsstributed. After an accurate description of EWBK;. Griswold

clearly outlined the impact that the species vidlve on recreational activities, fishing and property

values. Mary described one of our best sources of research, the Big Cedar Lake study from the Kawartha
which is in year 8. Glen summarized the information collected from the North Frontenac LékaseAll
Association. It was obvious that most other lakes have not identified the species or are in denial of the
potential for crisis. Cathy answered questions about identification, growth and getting a start on
shoreline control. Our Action Plan was outithin detail. In summary, MALLA asked for five specific

items of support. Theseere: 1) Apply political pressure to allow MALLA to conduct a

pilot/demonstration project starting with the mouth of Ardoch River this summer; 2) Provide funding of
$10 000 topartner with Watersheds Canada for a intern program to conduct intensive research and
develop a plan to address the issue and $1500 to assist with the project at the mouth of Ardoch Lake; 3)
Consider boat wash stations (at least one for each Ward); 4)aisllake users through signage, and
communications on Township website and an insert in the 2019 tax bill; 5) Apply for federal and
provincial funding to address the issue before it becomes a crisis.

The presentation was extremely well received; and a aropassed to give immediate assistance and

support to all requests. By afternoon, the Mayor had contacted MNRF with favourable r@&sitise

the end of Septemberaletter of Authority gave permission faMALLA to undertake thpilot project in

the desigatedarea. By next springye expectsom& I 11 (12 RSGSNXYAYS GKS AYLI OF
EWM. The Frontenac News covered the meetingwarate an excellent article for the public.

A partnership with the Above & Beyond Drone program has been instrumierits¢ data collection. In
the fall, MALLAsecured a partnership with Carleton University under the direction of Professor Jesse
Vermaire. A graduate studenPatrickBeaupre has been assigned as the lead on finejectthus saving
the Township $10 00that would be required for an intern. In return, the Township will provide the
wages of a summer student to work directly with MALLA on this EWM (8ae. Appendi8.0 MALLA
Project_CarletonSee Appendi®.0 Summer Studentechnology Profile foNorth Frontenac

Township



WATER QUALITY INFORMATION

Waterquah G & Y2y AUG2NAY3I FANRG G221 LXIFOS 2y alf o2ty
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MOBR&Cjeational Lakes Program, which ran from

1971 to 1987More recentmeasurementsvere obtained throughwo separate programgshea h 9/ / Qa
Lake Partner Program, through which volunteers sample the lake once each yetre AMdCA

Watershed Watch progranthrough whichsampling and analysis are undertakénee times per year

on ab-year rotation.For this programArdoch Lake and Malcolm Laketh have one Watershed Watch
sampling station situated at the deepest point on each lake.

Ardoch Lake

In addition, because of proposedresidentialdevelopment on tle southern lakefronbf Ardoch Lake,
MVCAalso undertook sampling 2012 and 2013, aheanf the 2014scheduled samplingn order to
acquire more data for assessing studies related to the proposed development

The Lake Partner Program sampling is donedbynteers once a year in May in order to determine the
AYOGSNYLEFE f2FR 2F G201Ff LIK2aLK2NHza O2yOSY (N} GA2Yy A
process wherdayers of water with noted temperature differences begin to mix together and the water

and debris that has been sitting at the bottom of the lake begins to mix with the layers of water above.

In 2004, the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (MVGA@Mhed Watch Program also started
sampling on Ardoch Lake. The Watershed Watch program monitors lakes onyaeéiveotation,

sampling Ardoch Lake in 2004, 2009 and 2014. The Watershed Watch Program samples three times per
sampling year to represent ¢ghlake conditions prior to spring turnover (May), in the summer (July or
August) and lastly before fall turnover (end of August or early September) when the lake would be at its
most productive.

Overall Ardoch Lake showed phosphorus levels that have génstayed within the oligotrophic and

low mesotrophic range. The bottom Total Phosphorus levels exhibited the expected increase in the fall,
following the buildup of nutrients that have settled on the lake bottom throughout the summer season.
Malcolm L&e also showed phosphorus levels that have generally stayed within the oligotrophic and low
mesotrophic range. The bottom Total Phosphorus levels are less consistent which is likely due to the
shallowness of the lake preventing usual stratification and taknover.

The average pH levels of both lakes are either equal to or greater thaytie3minimum threshold for
zebra mussel colonization. Zebra mussels are an invasive species that require calcium in order to form
their shells, and a higher pH meahgre is more calcium available for them to thriveebra mussels can

be detrimental to the lake environment because they alter the food web by -@iltering the water and
removing essential food sources such as plankton. Also, by removing these ogdigjbtris able to
penetrate deeper increasing the growth of aquatic vegetation as well as the occurrence of toxic algal
blooms.
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Ardoch Lake was sampled for invasive species by the Watershed Watch monitoring team in 2004, 2009
and 2012. In 2009, zebra gel veliger (larvae) and rusty crayfish were present in the samples

collected. Malcolm Lake was sampled in 2004 and 2009. In 2009, as with Ardoch, zebra mussel veliger
and rusty crayfish were found to be present. It is important to note that if sometiagnot caught in

the plankton haul net, we cannot conclude that the invasive species was not in the lake; it just means
that they werenot there at the time the sampling took place.

Dissolved oxygen is vital for all aquatic plants and animals to suAdeguate dissolved oxygen is an
indicator of good water quality anid necessary for all life forms. Poor or depleted oxygen levels cause
stress on organisms such as fish and may result in fish kills, where mass death of a species occurs in one
season. Wan water fish species are better adapted to low oxygen levels than cold water fish species.

As water temperature increases, the amount of dissolved oxygen in the water decreases. Aquatic
vegetation also affects dissolved oxygen as it is consumed in thengesition process.

Ardoch LakeSummary of Water Quality Trophic Status Ratings

. TOtaI, FTERTELE (il . Chlorophylta (ug/L) Clarity/Secchi Disc
Spring (Euphotic ~ Annual Average (Euphotic pnyira (L9 Depth (m)

Zone) Zone)
HighOligotrophic/Low
Mesotrophic

Oligotrophic Oligotrophic Oligotrophic

Malcolm Lake

The earliest record for total phosphorus (TP) levels on Malcolm Lake dates
to 1976 whenthe MOECG@ndertooksampling through their Recreational Lak«
Program. Tie average TP in 18Avas10ug/L placing iat the top of
oligotrophicrange. MOECC samplirfgr total phosphorus iMMalcolmLake did
not take place again unt#004after the Recreational Lakes Programas
reformatted to the Lake Partners Programfter that Malcolm Lake was
sampled again in 2008, 2010 and 2011.

In 2004, the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (MVCA) Watershed
Watch Program also started sampling on Malcolm Lake under its/fe@
rotation, sampling the lake in 2004, 2009 and 201He lake is sampled three
times per sampling year to represent the lake conditions prior to spring
turnover (May), summer (July or August) and lastly before fall turn over (en
August or early September) when the lake would be at its most productive.

Due to the shallowness of Malcolm Lake, there is no true stratification of the
lake water. Instead, the entire water column is considered the Epilimnion. T
profiles demonstrate clearly how temperature remains near constant for the
entire depth of the lakeAlso owing to the shallow nature of the lake, theras
almost always sufficient dissolved oxygen to provide suitable fish habitat.



Water quality data for Malcolm Lake shakat the trophic statuganges
between high oligotrophic to low mesotrophic, nreag that it has low to
moderate nutrient levels, providing for some biological productivity in terms
the growth of aquatic vegetation and algae.

Malcolm Lake-Summary of Water Quality Trophic Status Ratings
Total Phosphorus (ug/L)
Spring (Euphotic  Annual Average (Euphotic ~ Chlorophylta (ug/L)
Zone) Zone)

Clarity/Secchi Disc

Depth (m)

High Oligotrophic/Low

Oligotrophic High Oligotrophic Mesotrophic

Mesotrophic*

* influenced by the shallowness of the lake

Due to therecentestablishment of EWM, there were concerns that dissolved oxygghtinecome
depletedin future yearsAlso, the ican date for Malcolm Lake set a new record Noven2&r2018.
The Stewardship Chair collected baseline data concerning dissolveshoaayd pH levels in the winter
of 20182019.



GOALS OF THE INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN

The goals of the plan aim for logrm management and control of the EWM growth. Research

indicates that once EWM becomes established ir@wsystem, eradication becomes nearly impossible.
Preventing new introductions is the most economical approach for this aquatic invasive species. A
prevention strategy that identifies and targets areas that are most at risk to invasion (e.g., high boater
traffic at the entrance to Ardoch Lake and the area close to the public boat launch on Malcolm Lake) will
be considered as priorities.

GOAL(1) Prevention of further spreading of EWM
Objectives:

a) Use effective education through group sessighsyreline talks, conferences, media and
networking to raise awareness of the importance of preventing EWM from spread by
removing plants and soil from boats, trailers, and gear prior to leaving or entering a water
body (e.g., Clean, Drain, Dry or Boats).

b) Remove EWM from shoreline areas; scoop fragments spotted in the water

c) Install signage at the public boat launch and encourage the Township to post other lakes
d) Coordinate and collaborate among multiple partners at local and regional levels.

GOAL (2) Detect, map and monitor
Objectives:

a) Increase monitoring and reporting of existing populations to inform prevention efforts.

b) Recruit volunteers for Watch Program.

c¢) Use drone flights for mapping and orthomosaic map production

d) Encourage research and development of new techniques for monitoring and preventing
the spread of EWM.

GOAL (3) Implement Management/Control of EWM
Objectves:

a) Implement control methods with consideration to the features of our two lakes,
resources available and success rates in other projects. Preferred methods were identified
as handharvesting, laying of jute mats, and biological controls used apjaigly, which
minimize the negative impacts to native plant species and aquatic life. These include:

i) investigate ways to increase native plant growth. Native plants compete directly with
EWM for space, nutrients, and light, thereby helping to slowasiablishment, growth, and
spread of EWM within a lake. ii) The native milfoil weevil (Euhrychiopsis lecontei) has shown
preference for EWM as food compared to the native Northern watermilfoil, so nontarget
impacts are uncommon. Research has shown weeaiiscontrol EWM with longerm and
continual efforts. but further study is required to determine if success is dedsipgndent

(for both weevils and EWMiji) Natural vegetation zones along the shoreline may also slow
EWM growth. Inputs of sediment amdlitrients, in particular phosphorus, results in



increased aquatic plant growth, including EWM. Natural shoreline buffers around a lake can
intercept human activities. Native vegetation provides shoreline stabilization, thereby
preventing or limiting erosio.

b) Evaluate success/failure of plan and its components to determine management
effectiveness, guide future control efforts, and implement best management practices with
i) annual assessment ii) thregear summary assessment.

GOAL (4) Develop partneships having expertise and experience to address components of the plan

Objectives:

a) Partner with Carleton University team headed by Professor Jesse Vermaire to i) collect and
analyze data taletermine factors which promote EWM growth ii) collecdaamalyze data to
help determine aspects that will reduce EWM spread.

b) Partner with Above & Beyond Drone Program to: i) map both lakasrially ii) produce
orthomosaic maps (stitched photographs) to determine growth of EWM colonies ii) produce
videos and related material to share with environmental organizations.

c¢) Partner with North Frontenac Township for: i) initial funding support iii) political contact with
government agencies iii) hiring a summer student with technology background iv)vgriting
applications v) implementation of a pilot project.

d) Seek advice and resources from environmental organizations such as Mississippi Valley
Conservation Authority, Watersheds Canada, Ontario Invading Species Awareness program.

GOAL (5) Obtan government funding for long term maintenance of our lakes

Objectives:

a) Lobby political representatives starting with Municipal Council

b) Seek funding support through grant submissions, private sponsorships, donationskimadi in
donations (eg. TDBank, OFAH, FOCA, DFO,..)
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MALLA EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL MANAGEMENTVAMAGEMENT METHODS

CONTROL| No Action Hand Aeration Bethnic Diver Hydraulic
OPTIONS Harvesting Barriers Dredging Dredging
FACTORS
Volunteers Some some Lots Some Some
training
Experts Deep water For Planners/divers Yes Yes
-divers installation
Permits No No Yes Yes Yes
Equipment Limited specialized Jute/stone Specialized| Specialized
Safe degradation Little Detrimental Little Disturbance Much
Environment disturbance| to aquatic disturbance disturbance
wildlife
Depth Shallow Unknown Limited Shallow Deep
Fragments lots Need to Limited If cut first Yes Yes
sScoop
Labour Intensive | Installation& Intensive Intensive machine
maintenance
Cost Limited High Medium High Prohibitive
Success Rat zero effective unknown effective unknown For water
channels
CONTROL| Milfoil Weevils Aquatic Mechanical| Dispersal D.A.S.H. | Rotovation
OPTIONS Herbicide | Harvesting| Barriers
FACTORS
Volunteers Some Some Some Lots Some Some
Experts | Growers/divers Divers Trained Trained Divers Operators
Permits No Yes No Possibly Not Yes
usually
Equipment Lab/quarry Limited Special | Specialized| Specializeq Specialized
cutters
Safe Yes Toxic to Cuts all | Navigational| Largely turbidity
Environment water life plants hazard
Depth Varies Shallow 3nQ R Surface Any Limited
Fragments Limited Low Lots Contains Reduced Lots
much
Labour Intensive yearly/severall 2/season | Installation | Intensive Machine
years
Cost High Reasonable Share High High High
equipment
Success Rat Variable Shallow Regrowth Effective For small Large
water areas patches

11



PREFERRBBIANAGEMENMETHODS

A number ofEWM control options were considered for the thrgear integrated management plan.
Based upon our researchdsewere the top three considered: Hand Harvesting, Benthic Barriers (Jute)
and Indirect Management. Two others will be investigated in 201®asilple methods applicable to our
lakes in future:Milfoil Weevils and Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting (DASH).

The frst method chosen walsand harvestingas it was identified as the primary control method in the
studiesand has proven to be effective for low density infestations in shallow watés. method

provides the opportunity for the lake volunteers to contribute in a meaningful, inexpensive Sragll

tools are available as needed. Individuals can undertake-patichg appropriate to their time and

ability. The area around their shoreline and docks was suggested; in this way no one was encouraged to
enter deeper waterlt was stressed that onlyuglifieddivers should consider hand harvesting in greater
depths.Education/demonstration sessions were shared at MALLA summer events in 2018 for the
identification of EWM and proper pulling. Scoops were recommended to capture any fragments that
floated. It wasalsorecommended that property owners check each week for fragments or plants that
have washed ashore. Stewardship members demonstrated the root growth on a sample EWM that had
been in the water container for only a few days.

NOTE: In March 20%2contact with Farlain Lake Community Association has prompted
discussion/consideration to include the DASH system (Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting) fobdieeper
small infestations. The feasibility of this method will be examined early in 2019 andltztios begin

with FLCA who developed the prototype. Page 34 from the FLCA EWM Integrated Management Plan
describes this option, its pros and cons. The chart has been provided courtesy ofFaeCAppendix

10.0 for Background Paper DASH)

12



Control Options

Options

Pros

Cons

Diver Assisted Suction
Harvesting (DASH)

DASH provides site-specific
and species selective control.

Can be used in situations where
aquatic herbicide is not an
option.

Results in reduced dispersal of
plant fragmentation.

Effective in large areas with
light plant growth.

Low possibility for fish to be
affected or harmed as they will
vacate the area being hand
harvested.

More efficient delivery system
for transporting hand harvested
EWM biomass to the surface.

Since DASH is a transportation
system and not a sediment
dredging system, permits may
not require approval from DFO
and/or MNRF.

Labour intensive and costly.

Not appropriate for large,
densely infested areas.

Entire plant removal
difficult in rocky/gravel
substrate.

Potential short-term
increased turbidity.

Ongoing costs (e.g.
maintenance, repairs,
insurance, storage, etc.) for
a mobile DASH pontoon
boat and equipment.

The highest expense of
hand harvesting invasive
aquatic plants is the cost of
contracting commercial
divers. ‘In water work’
covered by the Ministry of
Labour requires a minimum
of three certified
commercial divers for each

project.

The second nthod selected by MALLA as a control strategy Resthic BarriersOur research
Ay@SadaAariSR att 1S o0tlry]1SGaéd 6KAOK gazhhical 2 GSNI Iy
sun light barrier that controls aquatic weeds thamealetrimental dfects on water quality and the

recreational use of lakes. For plants to grow they require sunhgién sunlighis reducedhe

photosynthédic process ipreventd andplantsdie. That is the goal of the blanket and to do so in

weeks.It shades only thareas thateed to be clearedand therefore it can target EWM. This method

had been used by Big Clear Lake Association. In our discussion with members of Big Clleey Lake

indicatedthat the mats were very heavy after they were in the water for morgthd difficult to move

to the next targeted area. In consultation with MNRF, they indicated they would require the mats to be
removed after a specific period of time. With this new information, we transferred our efforts to

investigate biodegradable juteoftom barriers.

Numerous studies from New Zealand, Unites States and Qug&tineiesshowed effectivenessup to

95% success rate within2monthswith the Lac Pemichangan, Outaouais, Quebec experimental
project The weave of the jute material alatiowednativeflora and faungo grow through the mesh.
Jute allowed gases from the decaying vegetation to esddpextraction of the jute was required after
installation as it decomposes with2-3 years.MALLAhad some concerns about tlkempositionof the
lake blankets having a chemical that might be hazardous téatkee These were determining factors for
MALLAo select the bottom barrier method.
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Selecting appropriate sites for the laying of the burlap, a technique to ensure that it remaineatén pl

and a designing an apparatus that would dispense the jute efficiently became the neWhieci.

Stewardship Committee believed there were willing and capable volunteers who could solve these

issuesln order to haveMNRF permissionfat | & LJS DJf & 2 8 F LINEK Sigléded apartotizi R 0 S
the application, so detailed planning was necessary.

After modifications to the application for a permit, a Letter of Authority was issued in September 2018.

A third management method selected wmlogicalas this has been an integral component of The

Lake Plan implementation since 20MNative plants compete directly with EWM for space, nutrients,

and light, thereby helping to slow the establishment, grovahg spread of EWM within a lake. Natural
vegetation zones along the shoreline may also slow EWM growth. Inputs of sediment and nutrients, in
particular phosphorus, results in increased aquatic plant growth, including EWM. Natural shoreline
buffers arounda lake can intercept human activities. Native vegetation provides shoreline stabilization,
thereby preventing or limiting erosion.

The Stewardship Committee initiated several activities and prograntctease native plant growth. In

May 2016 allprope 2 6 Y SNE 2y ! NR2OK | yR al t-%o2f Y1 BE]1Sa SE LIS
program. Shoreline assessment gave useful information to property owners, with a summary document

made available to the Stewardship Committee by Watersheds Canada. The Natural Eddidiemab

program was offered to property owners on both lakes; several landowners took advantage of the

native plants and shrub planted to help prevent erosiéior the 15¢' anniversary celebration of

Canada, Mississippi Valley Authority offered freenp and shrubs. These were gredered and

distributed at the AGM. The 2016 fundraiser was a Wildflowaftendar of local/lake photos provided

08 a![[! YSYO0OSNR® 'y SRdzOFIGA2y aSaarazy SyidAidt SR a
led by LS@ember Cathy Owen. Participants toured the shorelines and lakbstier identify local

native plants.

In 2017 MALLA was investigating the possibility of implememditigil Weevils. Our contact at Big

Cedar Lake in the Kawartha region described thepe@r effort dealing with EWM. They had some
success with benthic mats and weevils. Their experiences influenced our decisions for both of these
management methods. Big Cedar Lake had a partnership with Prof. Peter Sager at Trent University who
shared theresults of their study with MALLAhe use of the weevils was discontinued as EnvironScience
no longer supplied weevils to Ontaribhere had been considerable success in the first three years with
a combined use of blanket mats atite weevils Biologi@l controls used appropriatelyended to

minimize the negative impacts to native plant species and aquatic life. The native milfoil weevil
(Euhrychiopsis lecontei) has shown preference for EWM as food compared to the native Northern
watermilfoil, so nonarget impacts are uncommon. Research has shown weevils can control EWM with
longterm and continual effortsbut further study is required to determine if success is denrsity
dependent (for both weevils and EWM).

The partnership with Above & Beyond has $ear a renewed interest in Milfoil Weevils as a

management tool. The lead teacher of the secondary program has a background in aquaponics and has
been able to reproduce most any aquatic species. Further investigation will determine the feasiblity of
weevilstocking for our lakes.
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THE EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL CONTROL PLAN 2018

Action

Lead Personnel

Timeline

Goal/Objective
Targeted

Notes

Drone Deploy
program for
baseline data
collection

TeachefWade
Leonard; MALLA
Brenda Martin

Fall 2017; spring
2018

Monitoring 2(c)

Sept.2017; May
2018

Funding applicatior] Brenda Matrtin Spring Funding 5(b) Junel/2018
to FOCA; report Fall Nov. /2018
Permit application | Brenda, Glen, Before AGM Pilot project June 9/2018
to MNRF Bud request 3 (a)
Posted alerts on | LSC; webmaster| June Prevention 1 (a) (c| June
MALIA website re: monitoring
Eurasian Water
Milfoil
identification
Installation of LSC; Don Martin| June Prevention; June 8/2018
Aquatic Invasive Monitoring 1(c)
Species Awarenes
sign at boat launch
Invasive Species | LSC; Ryleigh For AGM Prevention 1 (a); | June 16/2108
Education/Drone | Rioux partnership with
Deploy Awareness Above & Beyond 4
session with (b)
MALLA members;
identi-card
distribution
Research of contro] LSC May-July 2018 Management
strategies ongoirg methods; best
practices 2(d)

Development of Steering Comte; | June Goal/objective July 1/2018
action plan consultation with setting (15)

Brook Schryer

OISA,; Barb King

Watersheds

Canada
Equipment items | LSC input; July 2018 Management
to purchase for Brenda Martin methods 3(a)
handharvesting;
order burlap, rebar
Alert Notices; Cathy O., Brendg July 14, 2018 Prevention 1(a) July 14/2018

demos for identi.
and hand

harvesting

Glen F.

15



Hand harvesting | Cathy & Mary MALLA summer | Education 1(b) Fish derby, Corn
training for events Roast
landowners
GPS mapping of | Don, Bud, Brendi Summer Data collection July
EWM in both lakes| 2(ac)
identify priority
sites
Maodifications to Brenda Summer/fall Pilot project July & Aug.28;
permit request request 3(a) first Letter of
Authority
Sept20/19
Request to presen| Brenda July 27/2018 Pilot project July 27/2018
at North Frontenac planning 4 ©
Council
Research Brenda; Glen, JulyAugust Pilot project August 8/2018
management Bud, Mary, Cathy planning 4 (ad)
methods/draft
presentation
Presentation to Glen, Bud, Mary,| August Education; 1 (a) (c] August 23/2018
Township Council | Cathy, Brenda partnership; (d)
funding 4(d)
Steering Steering August Pilot project August 28/2018
Committee Committee planning
meeting (2-5)
Prepare grant Bud & Brenda August Funding 4(d) Submitted

appln for OFA&H

Aug.26/2018

Drone deploy prep

Brenda, Ryleigh,
Wade

First 2 weeks
Sept.

Monitoring 2 (c)

Weather
conditions &
class scheduling
factors

Burlap laying plan;| Fishing Cmte; Early Sept Pilot project Sept.4 &20/2018
practice; order Steering planning 3 (a)
stone Committee
Burlap pilot project| Fish Cmte; Cathy Sept.23/2018 Pilot project Laid only 1/5 rolls
Bud, Mary & implementation 3
volunteers (a)
Design EWM sign | Ruth, Brenda Fall Prevention 1 (c) | October 5/2018
for Township boat
launches
Research Brenda, Barb Sept:-Nov. Partnership 2 (d) 4/ Not suitable

internships for grad

students

King,

(@)
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Drone flights Above & Beyond| Fall Monitoring 2 (c) Oct.12/18
class; Brenda,
Don, Roy, Dan,
Trever, Glen
LSC Chair meet Brenda, Corey Fall FundingTD Bank, | Oct.1 & 26/2018
with NFT signage, request
Community for JR. Rangers in
Manager Re: Twsp 2019; grad student
resolutions intern ? 1(d) 4 (c)
5 (b)
Request to MNRF | Brenda & Glen | Submit early Pilot project Nov.16/2019
for permit December 3 (a)
continuance 2019
Meet with Prof. Glen, Brenda, December Partnershipgrad Dec.17/2018
Jesse ¥rmaire re: | Wade, Ryleigh, student as lead
partnership Principal James instead of intern
McDonald 4 (a)
Revise requests to| Brenda December Funding for
Townshipprepare summer student
profile for summer 4(c)5(b)

student with
technology
background

17



THE EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL CONTROL PLAN 2019

Action Lead Timeline Goal/Objective | Evaluation/Notes
Personnel Targeted
Grant writing Brenda with | January Funding 4 (¢) | Completed grant
Corey at 15/2019 5 (b) proposals
Township for Jan.8/2019;
TD Bank; submitted Jan.
summer 10/2019
school tech
student appln wSOQR RS
OFA&H
EWM Management documeni Editor Winter 2019 | Goal setting Draft March
revisions and develop019 Brenda; input and develop 12/2019
and 2020 Steering objectives
Committee (1-5)
and partners
Nutrient monitoring in lakes | Brenda & January, Monitoring Chart in Appendix
eg.dissolved oxygen, pH Don, February, 2 (a) (d)
Kelly Stiles March (April
(MCVA) for | depending
equipment & | upon lake
training conditions)
MNRF Letter of Authority Brenda Spring 2019 | Permits 3 (a) | Recd Jan.
permit request 17/2019
Researb of management Steering Winter 2019 1 (d) 4 (d) Contacts from
methods Committee & Farlain Lake
Wade Community
Leonard Association
shared March
2019
Detection/monitoring/ Wade & class; Early June & Assessment of | Planning meeting
mapping plan Brenda for fall; as reqd | EWM growth Mar.22/2019
logistics, in summer | 2 (&c)
volunteers for
crewsupport
Burlap laying project LSC, Fishing | May-June Management
CMTE, 2019 method 3(1)
volunteers
Seek additional funding Steering JuneAugust | 5 (a)
Cmte;partners
Implement SteeringCmte; May- 3 ()
management/control partners; September
strategies Weed Watch
volunteers
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Detect/monitor/map Above & May- 2 (a,b,c) 1(b)
Beyond September | 3(d)
partner;
summer
student
EWMSampling Prof. May- Assessment of
Vermaire September | benthic barriers
as control &
examine
impacts on
aquatic habitat
2(d) 4 (c)
Evaluate components of plan; Steering Octend of | 3(b)i
prepare report(s); revise plan| Cmte; Nov.
as needed researchers;
Weed
Watchers;
partners
MALLA and | Dec. 5(a)
Lobby for government funding partners

19



THE EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL CONTROL PLAN 2020

Action Lead Timeline Goal/Objective | Evaluation/Notes
Personnel Targeted
Grant writing Brenda in Mid- Funding 4 (c)
consultation | January 5 (b)
with Corey at | 2020
Township
EWM Management documen| Editor Winter 2020 | Goal setting
revisions and adjust 2020 plal Brenda; input and develop
Steering objectives
Committee (1-5)
and partners
Nutrient monitoring in lakes | MALLA reps; | January, Monitoring See Appendix 11
eg.dissolved oxygen, pH Kelly Stiles February, 2 (a) (d)
(MCVA) for March
equipment & | (possibly
training April
depending
upon
conditions)
MNRF Letter of Authority MALLA Early Permits 3 (a)
permit request President & January
LSC Chair
Research of management Steering Winter 2020| 1 (d) 4 (d)
methods Committee &
Wade
Leonard;
Detection/monitoring/ Wade & class;| March 2020 | Assessment of
mapping plan Brenda for EWM growth
logistics, 2 (ac)
volunteers for
crew support
Seek additional funding as | Steering Cmte] JuneAugust | 5 (a)
needed partners
Burlap laying LSC; Fishing | May-June Management
Cmte; 2020 methods 3{)
volunteers
Implement SteeringCmtte] May- 3(a)
management/control partners; September
strategies Weed Watch
volunteers
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Detect/monitor/map Above & May- 2(ab,c) 1(b)
Beyond September | 3(d)
partner;
summer
student
EWM Sampling Prof. Vermaire| May- Assessment of
September | benthic barriers
as control &
examine
impacts on
aguatic habitat
2(d) 4 (c)
Evaluate components of plan| Steering Cmte] Octend of | 3 (b) i
prepare report(s); revise plan| researchers; | Nov.
as needed Weed
Watchers;
partners
MALLA and May- 5(a)
Lobby for government funding partners September
As needed
FUNDING

The estimates provided are dependent upon the ability of MALLA, its partners and the lake community
to provide labour required to implement management controls of hdéwagdvesting and burlap laying in
priority areas AND the approval of grants being subrdittEhe hiring of a summer student in 2019 and
2020 is the major cost reflected in the monitoring and mapping budf#ie D.A.S.H. method is
undertaken, equipment and divers would be required necessitating insurance costs must be added.

Year EWM Monitoring Education Evaluation Total
Management Mapping
2018 $2385 $500 $227 $100 $3212
2019 $11500 $7350 $150 $100 $19100
2020 $6000 $7400 $150 $250 $13800
Contingency $500 $500 0 $100 $1100
Total $20385 $15750 $527 $550 $37212
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APPENDIX:

1.0 Physical Characteristics of the Lakes

Characteristics Ardoch Lake Malcolm Lake

Shoreline 5.8km 14.6 km Large % natural shoreline

(Perimeter)

Surface Area 0.9 knt 2.1 kn?

Drainage Area 6.7 knt 18.7 km Flow from Ardoch to
Malcolm: east to westthe
only lake in the district to do
so; drains into Mississippi
River system to Ottawa area

Elevation 282m a.s.l. 253m a.s.l.

Assessed 23 (0 permanent 115 (12 permanent

Lakefront residences) residences)

Properties (2018)

Length 1.9 km 3.1 km

Common Fish

Northern Pike, Bass,

Walleye, Yellow
Perch

Northern Pike, Bass,
Walleye, Yellow Perch

*established and improved
walleye beds in both lakes
since 2016

Flushing Rate

Low

N/A

Average depth

7.6 m

2.2m

Water quality
testing

1971-1987 MoE;
2016 Lakdrartners
program and
Watershed Watch
program 3 times a
year, every 5 years
through Mississippi

Valley Conservation

Authority

1971-1987 MoE; 2016
Lake Partners program
and Watershed Wah
every 5 years through
Mississippi Valley
Conservation Authority

*Thiswinter | have monitored
both lakes for dissolved
oxygen levels and pH with
monthly tests in 3 sites on
each lake. Our concern is for
our fish population.
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2.0 WATERSHEDS CANADA REPORT

Watersheds

C ANADA

INVASION OF THE

Z0MBIE PEANT

Wondering about the iZombie Planto?

The province of Quebec has recently committed 8 million dollars to combat it, and this news is making waves in the
environmental sector.

As it was first discovered in Ontario in 1961, chances are you&e probably encountered this invasive aquatic plant at
some point in your lifetime. The fiZombie Plantg more often known as Eurasian Water Milfoil, has gained the zombie
moniker due to its ability to regenerate and spread even from small clippings that have been separated from the
root system.

Like all invasive species, it spreads easily and has the ability to choke out native aquatic plants, thus creating a lack
of biodiversity that can affect fish and wildlife habitat, as well as water quality.

Recently, Watersheds Canada®& Executive Director, Barb King, spoke with Stu Mills of the CBC about the effects of
Eurasian Water Milfoil on Ontario® freshwater: @ombie plantéthreatening Ontario® lakes | CBC News. Barb also
offered some instruction on how to identify the plant, which you can check out in this video.
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https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fottawa%2Fzombie-plant-threatening-ontario-lakes-1.4752264&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=1
https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fottawa%2Fhow-to-identify-zombie-plant-1.4752487&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=2

Photo by Stu Mills/CBC

As the article mentions, Fisheries and Oceans Canada has also set up hotlines across Canada to report any
aquatic invasive species.

To Donate to Watersheds Canada to help create plant biodiversity and restore fish and wildlife habitat, visit our
page.

Watersheds Canada - 40 Sunset Blvd, Suite 115, Perth, ON K7H 2Y4, Canada
This email was sent to dbmartin@xplornet.ca. To stop receiving emails, click here.
You can also keep up with Watersheds Canada on Facebook.

Your Lakes. Your Rivers. Your Future.

Created with\ationBuilder the essential toolkit for leaders.
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https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eddmaps.org%2FOntario%2F&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=3
https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eddmaps.org%2FOntario%2F&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=3
https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwatersheds.ca%2Fdonate%2F&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=4
https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwatersheds.ca%2Fdonate%2F&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=4
https://mail.xplornet.com/#NOP
http://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/unsubscribe?e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=6
https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwatershedscanada%2F&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=7
https://watersheds.nationbuilder.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnationbuilder.com&e=d8565fc4afbf1330236bbe07fd330da8&utm_source=watersheds&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=zombieplant&n=8

30 AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES DRONE REOJHFIR MALLA

Ardoch Lake looking to the
west, Malcolm Lake is in
. the distance.

Preparing for Flight Operations

There are many preparations for a drone flight. All property owners need to be notified. Public lake
users were notified through a posting at the boat launch. A crew with boats and vialkies were put
in place on both lakes for safety reasons. The dnotst be irsight at all times. Permission from
property owners for launch and recovery sites is required.
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The LSC continued to implement Lake Plan activities aimed to monitor, protect and improve our lakes
through recommendations and actions. AquatiarRlmapping began in 2015 to help monitor plant

growth with the intention of identifying invasive species. In 2015 the Stewardship Committee
participated in an aquatic plant mapping eciounder program through Carleton University using boats
and GPS egpiment. Although we were registered for the program in 2016, it was cancelled. As a result,
we had only one year of data for Malcolm Lake and insufficient data for Ardoch Lake. A heat map and
grid chart of Malcolm Lake are shown herein to give an exanfglgegotential of the project. Finding

an alternative program was costly. We heard about the new drone program that the local school
(Granite Ridge Education Centre) would be initiating and felt that difeadnvironmental need could

make a great locglartnership. Through discussions with teacher, Wade Leonard, the project co
ordinator, it seemed to be an excellent match for our first priefihonitoring plant growth. It had the
potential for grid mapping each season for plant growth; in additiof, 8SNA S&a Q aLJ gy Ay 3 o SR
mapping and the heron rookery could be recorded.

In September 2017 we tested the possibilities. Given it was new software, new terrain, and a new
program with no previous training of students, there were many variable® tcomsidered. In the

school year 20118 Wade Leonard and his class solved many of the issues and felt that they were ready
to address LSC needs. In addition to the drone mapping, they would provide grid maps similar to the
ones below. MALLA made an agremt for the year with the

Drone Program to gather data for our invasive species monitoring.

g ——

Near ideal conditions on Malcolm Lake September 27, 2017
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AQUATIANVASIVEPECIEBDENTIFICATIGRGN(MALLA 208)
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4.1 NVADING SPECIES BOAT LAUBGH S

GLEAN + DRAIN + DRY

Y

fishing equipment....-

- - \;7 \ —— '.‘ P = A . anehor

bilge

wheel well axle bunks trailer rollers hull dock-lines

Motors, boats, and Ontario’s ecosystems can be ruined by zebra mussels
and other aquatic invasive species. Take a few simple steps to preserve
our lakes and fisheries: GLEAN off any plants or debris, DRAIN bilges and
ballast water, and DRY any wet areas of your boat.

EURASIAN
ZEBRA MUSSELS ROUND GOBY WATERMILFOIL

20cm 6-10cm

DON'T LET THEM CATCH A RIDE

T0 REPORT INVASIVE SPECIES: STOP AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS

].800.563.77]] :‘“\le,l_wu"" d INVADING F,@ C A r\;>
www.EDDMap$.org/Ontario & @rce TEED D Ontario
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42 ALERT of EWM (MALLA 2018repared for Townshipf North Frontenac boat launches

EURASIAN WATER-MILFOIL ALERT

The Township of North Frontenac is asking for the public’s help to slow down the
spread of this invasive species that is threatening many of our lakes.

EWM has is an invasive,
very aggressive aquatic
plant that can totally
infest shallow lakes with
dense growth in the
water and on the
surface; tangles in
rudders, props and
fishing gear; kills native
vegetation and depletes
oxygen levels for fish
and other aquatic
animals.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
e Clean your boat, propeller and trailer at home before launching in a different lake.
e Avoid disturbing establishes EWM patches while boating or fishing. Even small
broken pieces re-root in days.
e If you own lakeshore property, hand-pull plants along your shoreline and dispose
of them away from the water.

Each leaf of EWM has at least 12 thread-like segments.

If removing EWM from a motor while on the water, take fragments to shore for disposal.
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5.0 ABOVE & BEYOND STUDENT REPORT

This report reflects findings from the Above & Beyond perspectRecommendationswill be
evaluated byMALLAand not necessarily become components of the EWM Control Plan.

Malcolm and Ardoch Lake Proposal

| am a member of the Above and Beyond Class at Granite Ridge Education Center. Our
program is located in Central Frontenac and we offer UAV Services including; videography,
photography, mapping and GIS analysis in Frontenac County and surrounding areas. We are
working with The Malcolm Ardoch Lakes Landown e rAssdciation (MALLA) to use aerial
imagery to map the spreading of EMW over the last two years. The Malcolm and Ardoch Lake
Association sought the help of the Above and Beyond class at GREC to collect aerial imagery of
a recent Eurasian Water Milfoil infestation in their lakes. The MALLA have had many concerns
regarding the spreading of EWM for multiple years now. The concern is with how quickly this
EWM is spreading throughout the lake. The goal of this year's flight is to determine how much
the EMW has spread since the prior year and identify which areas of the lake are overrun by
this milfoil. The MALLA is seeking out multiple grants to raise money for prevention services but
needed baseline data to determine what needs to be done to control the EMW population. As
MALLA is a small association with limited resources they felt the aerial imagery Above and
Beyond could provide, would be a beneficial way to collect this data. This is the second year of
working with the MALLA and the goal for this year was to pinpoint new areas of interest with
high levels of EWM.

Operations for this mission included multiple flights which were to take place an October 12 on
both Malcolm and Ardoch Lake. click here for preflight

Marsh Ardoch Lake (click here for Marsh Ardoch Lake accuracy report)

The purpose of this mission was to determine the milfoil infestation in the marsh area between
the two lakes. Burlap was also laid in the marsh and the MALLA wanted to have aerial imagery
of the burlap to see its location and its effectiveness. This mapped area was 7 acres and flown
at 50 metres AGL with a runtime of 24:29 minutes. The mission required two batteries and the
drone took 395 photos. The drone took off from a boat at one end of the marsh and visual
observers were located on land on the opposite side of the marsh.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tSrWP2To2EYw5qu8ulbDutaCjAC0to-WMKYMoCiApvc/edit
https://www.dronedeploy.com/app2/data/5bb24e3bb9223a26689cdd09;jwt_token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJ0eXBlIjoiUmVhZE9ubHlQbGFuIiwiaWQiOiI1YmIyNGUzYmI5MjIzYTI2Njg5Y2RkMDkiLCJleHAiOjI1MzQwMjMwMDc5OX0.tAJvXZly4df_sjzjLE6TeQThMkUNXW3RKktEprF_z7_VJvMhRFhzDZ2OAN2_dvU52f227jpq7VZcVWKnU1fm0g
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jNwpcIMmgiunwuKulg7ViM-x2PwnLjFk/view?usp=sharing

Marsh Ardoch Lake Oct 12 2018
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Marsh Ardoch Lake Oct 122018
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The orthomosaic for Marsh Ardoch Lake turned out quite well with clear imagery and minimal
reflection of light off the water. The main issue occurred while the orthomosaic was being
stitched together, a gap was left in the middle of the main marsh area.
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Annotation & Measurement a

o N <> Av ea of milfoil patch 571 m

Location  Distance
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The area of most importance was where the burlap was laid which is presented in the image
above. The green line shows the approximate edge of the most extensive EWM patch in this

area of the lake. The blue lines show the approximate length and width of the burlap with
approximate area of the burlap about 84.25m?2.
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The orthomosaic above is showing the plant health on the floor of the marsh. As you can see
the area outlined by the blue rectangle is the area with the burlap. This area is reflecting red
which means it is more- dead than the surrounding milfoil. A suggestion for the future is to
increase the width of the burlap, because of the extreme height of the milfoil it may not stay

situated under a piece of burlap with a small width making its way out the sides causing the
burlap to not be overly affective.
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Ridge Lane Patch (click here for ridge lane patch accuracy report)

The purpose of this mission was to collect aerial imagery of the most prominent Milfoil patch on
the lake which is located in the flight boundaries of this mission. This aerial imagery would be
used as baseline data so in the future we can flight the mission again and track the growth of
the patch.
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The orthomosaic shown above was produced from the Ridge Lane flight. Its colouring was
beautiful with very minimal reflection off the water. While being stitched together portions of the
flight did not make it into the final orthomosaic but the portions of the orthomosaic which were
produced turned out quite well.
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The image above shows the major milfoil patches in the lake located on the North-East end of
Malcolm Lake at the inflow area between Ardoch and Malcolm Lake. The most prominent and
large patches are found in the area highlighted by the map above. The largest patch in the lake
is outlined in the above picture in purple and has an area of 1,657m?. This patch is made up of
multiple dense areas of milfoil- the middle of the patch being most dense to the edge where the
density of milfoil slightly decreases. The image above also shows multiple smaller less dense
patches in the lake® main infested area. More in depth information and analysis of this map is
available at ArcGIS Online
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This image clearly shows the elevation differences in the milfoil patches to the surrounding
areas. The milfoil which is highlighted in red stands much taller than the other vegetation in the
water which are represented by the yellows, greens, and blues. The blue pins represent the
highest elevations within the milfoil patches; the main patches highest elevation is 4.82m. The
annotated photo above, also highlights the elevation differences throughout one patch which is
shown on the graph on the left- hand side of the image above. In this case, we are looking at
the elevation differences from one side of the main patch to the other; this is represented by the
blue line across the patch. The elevation map to the left of the orthomosaic is not consistent and
reached a height of almost 5m. The blue line also tells us that the patch is approximately 81
meters in length.
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The blue lines in the picture above, are boat motor tracks in the milfoil. This shows how high the
milfoil plant can grow if the boats on the top of the water are coming in contact with them. This is
a huge issue with the spreading of the milfoil throughout the lake. When the boats come in
contact with the milfoil it causes the plant to fragment and attach to boat propellers. The EMW is
then transferred throughout the lake by the boat and has the ability to replant itself in other
areas of the lake. To keep the milfoil from spreading, boaters need to avoid the areas of the lake
with major milfoil patches as well as make sure to remove any milfoil segments from their boats
if they travelled through a patch. The benefits of collecting data using a UAV are: 1) you are not
disturbing the lake® ecosystem; 2) you also eliminate the risk related to the spreading of milfoil
due to boats; 3) this method of surveying is more precise and less time-consuming than other
methods including ground surveying.

Mllfoil Island flight (click here for Milfoil island accuracy report)

The purpose of this flight was to determine the locations of smaller milfoil patches surrounding
the islands at the south west end of Malcolm Lake. The mission should take 23 minutes, cover
27 acres, take 379 images and produce a beautiful orthomosaic yet that was not the reality.
While flying this mission we faced very high winds causing the drone to sway off track. The wind
also produced lots of white caps in the water making it difficult for the drone deploy system to
develop a clear orthomosaic as a result of the excessive movement of the water.

36


https://www.dronedeploy.com/app2/data/5bbe44ad9071c4fa28577c13
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dVnFSbQBcf2PbtpoIQAoCPeJ2-M0lWes

Milfoil Island Flight Oct 2018

23:08 27 379 2

Minutes Hectares Images Batteries

> FlightAltitude

= Res:2.2cm/px 75m

@ Structures Mode

[| Live Map

®))) Obstacle Avoidance (

Enabled if sensors are available

/, Advanced

) Precision 3D house

) onesky- Altitude
Profile

& Maptasks

[®] Linear Flight Plan

In the orthomosaic below, the white caps on the water are evident, as well as the suné s
reflection off the water. This is due to the orientation of the drone changing throughout the
course of the mission. This caused one pass to be facing away from the sun producing clear
reflection free imagery and the next pass to be oriented into the sun (an example of light
reflection is outlined in black). This causes light to reflect off the water and caused ample glare
on the water restricting your sight to the lake floor. In addition to the light reflection, the changing
orientation of the drone also caused for colour differences between passes. In the area circled
in red there are clearly defined lines of different coloured areas right beside each other.
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The blue location pins in the orthomosaic below, are showing the locations of the multiple small
milfoil patches in the area of the lake surrounding the islands. The most prominent milfoil patch

which we located during this mission was located in the center of the orthomosaic and is circled
in red.
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The image below, is the aerial imagery collected of the major patch surrounding the islands on
Malcolm Lake. The major patch has an area of 573 m? with medium to low density areas. There
are also two smaller dense patches in close vicinity to the major patch. For a more in-depth
look at the other less prominent patches found on the island flight as well as the multiple other
flights refer to ArcGIS map .

In addition to the ArcGIS map, | also produced an informative video of the Island and Ridge
Lane flight click here to watch.
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http://onedu.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=776994495c9e4899ac6d1530eb04da3f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Qe-iAuV8QA

Compare and contrast

We have been working with the MALLA for the last two years and throughout this
partnership our program has experienced considerable improvements. An example of
this improvement is noted in the comparison our first year of imagery to our second year
of imagery. The following images compare all three flights which took place along Ridge
Lane where the most prominent milfoil patch is located.

Sept. 27, 2017 May 30, 2018
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fSolutions

Images (132)

Clearly, the clarity of our imagery has greatly increased from the first time we conducted
a mission at Malcolm Lake. The first mission flown on September 27, 2017 gave us no
data regarding the milfoil due to the extreme amount of glare present in the
orthomosaic. This was our first mission ever- let alone the first time flying over a large
body of water. Numerous issues arose.
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Our second flight conducted on May 30th, 2018 was an improvement from our first flight
but still did not capture the imagery we were looking for as the major milfoil patch was
still not visible. The orthomosaic produced, still had a high concentration of glare making
it extremely difficult to analyse.

Our most recent mission, which was conducted on October 12, 2018 captured our best
imagery yet. There is very little to no glare present on the orthomosaic and a clear view
of the major patch which was not present in the orthomosaics produced in the prior
years. Because of the clarity of the imagery, | could clearly analyse the collected data
and provided the MALLA with new, useful information. For the last mission conducted
we introduced the use of polarization filters which filter out unwanted light removing
heavy glare and producing a beautifully coloured orthomosaic with crisp defined
features. Though this mission did go better than the prior mission, there is still room for
improvement. For example, the orthomosaic is only a small portion of the planned flight,
and due to high winds and uncontrollable weather conditions not all aspects of the flight
were conducted.

Recommendations for the future

Recommendations for the future include at least bi-yearly flights to determine expansion
rates of milfoil patches and planned flights surrounding specific areas of the lake where
milfoil infestation seems to be a more prominent issue. Regulated flights will allow us to
monitor the long- term changes occurring within the lake regarding the milfoil. This could
be monitoring the growth rate of the milfoil or determining the success rates of removal
techniques such as burlap or Milfoil weevils. With these bi-yearly flights, we can easily
determine the health of the milfoil plants, to determine where removal operations have
been successful or unsuccessful as well as where more operations should occur. This
technology will allow you to easily track your progress compared to taking a boat where
there is a higher risk of fragmentation, and the risk of spreading the milfoil. The drone
will give you a clear perspective which will not have any negative effects on the milfoll
patches being surveyed.

There are multiple removal options; the use of milfoil weevils stands out as it controls
the EMW without causing drastic damage to the surrounding aquatic vegetation and
environment. The Weevil feeds on the stem of the EMW overall controlling its
population and keeps it from over throwing the lake. It is suggested that you have an
average of 3000 weevils per acre of EMW. Though the patches do take up a large area
of the lake, the major patches we have mapped thus far have only an approximate area
of 8000 m? or 2 acres of milfoil patches. This means the average cost of the weevils will
be about $6,600 as a single weevil costs approximately $1.10. Weevils are very cost
efficient as well as sustainable due to their ability to survive cold conditions throughout
the winter months. During the winter the weevils make their way 1 to 6 meters from
shore and burrow themselves under about 5 centimeters of duff, soil, and leaves. They
must avoid the rising water throughout the winter months and have a 60 percent winter
survival rate which can be increased with the help of the lake residents. To increase
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survival rates avoid raking away debris from your shorelines during periods when they
are present; this will help to insure the weevils have a safer environment to sustain
themselves. The weevils will return to the milfoil areas when it has reached a
temperature of around 10 to 15 degrees Celsius.

Another EWM control option, is the use of an agricultural drone which is commonly used
to spray crops. With a few minor adjustments you may be able to introduce the weevils
to the lake in an extremely beneficial manner. If you were to use an agricultural drone
and pinpoint the exact locations of the EWM patches, the weevils could be dropped with
precision at exact locations in a timely fashion. This would also decrease the chance of
milfoil spreading with the use of a boat to introduce the weevils. If you had to drive over
patches with a boat, the EWM would fragment off due to the motor of the boat leading to
the spreading of the milfoil as it would detach from the boat motor and re-root
elsewhere.

Summary

The multiple missions conducted at both Malcolm and Ardoch Lake allowed us to
capture second year imagery of the milfoil infestation on both lakes in a way which did
not disturb the ecosystem. This imagery increased our knowledge of the locations,
sizes, and densities of the major milfoil patches infesting the lakes. With this better
understanding we were able to develop methods of removal as well as determine next
steps for our partnership.

This partnership provided the MALLA with aerial imagery of the major milfoil patches

infesting their lake as well as detailed analysis of each patch. This data can be used in
developing removal methods or applying for grants in the future.
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This partnership has allowed the Above and Beyond class at GREC to greatly improve
our program as the Malcolm and Ardoch Lake missions have been some of the most
challenging. This has allowed us to improve our problem- solving skills taking into
account adaptations for flights over large bodies of water. Our program as a whole has
benefited from this partnership. Personally, it has been beneficial as | was allowed to
take a leadership role on the missions. | have gained many skills by working through
stages in the project- from start to finish (though | am aware it is not finished yet). | know
this partnership has not only improved the program but myself as well.

| hope that the data provided in this report provides the information MALLA requires to
move forward with the EWM control project. | look forward to your comments and further
answers that | may provide.

Sincerely,
Ryleigh Rioux

Above and Beyond

Granite Ridge Education Centre
Sharbot Lake

Ontario

KOH 2P0
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7.0 EWM Report 2018
MALLA REPORTS ON EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL (2018)

{ mang

N\
MALCOLM & ARDOCH 1 trtnd
Lake Stewardship Committee ',."

The Lakes Stewardship Committee has experienced an overwhelming year of challenges. Some
aspects of the Lake Plamplementation will be on hold until we find some control to the EWM
crisis. At our MALLA events (starting with June AGM, July Bass Derby and our August Corn
Roast) members of the Stewardship Committee made presentations and gave demonstrations
about the emoval of EWM. We have some rakes, cultivators, sample scoops and mesh bags for
safe removal of EWM when members tackle their own dock and beach areas. Support from the
membership has been heawarming! LSC recognized that the control issue is far begand

lakes capabilities and the Township needed to join the action plan.

The presentation by student Ryleigh Rioux at the AGM clearly indicated the ability of
Y2YAG2NARAY3I (GKS 92a GKNRdAzZAK G4KS RNRYS LINPINFY
2017 will dlow comparison with ranapping in the fall. The amount and quality of the data far
exceeds what we could have achieved with previous methods. Our preliminary mapping to

provide GPS cordinates was a positive step in the plan. These maps are availatie on

website. Mapping in October produced videos that clearly show the rapid expansion of EWM in
both lakes. Further examination of the maps will happen this fall and winter. We have the

ability to isolate sections of the mapping and produce photos as rebdul# it is a time

consuming process as there are approximately 800 photos in any mapping grid.

al! [ [! Q& LINBaSy il thcoanyl mesdiing iekeved intmBdiate attention with
resolutions to support the requests. (Copies of the Resolutionsara#able on the website).
Many followup aspects are underway, with many more yet to be completed.

1) As a result of our education session with the Township, we are applying for grants to obtain
materials. The Township will decide in their 2019 budgéibedeations if they will donate

$10000 toward the hiring of an intern who will specifically research EWM for the Township. A
grant would be submitted with Watersheds Canada as the lead organization to host the intern.
If Watersheds Canada becomes a partribere will be the opportunity to receive a charitable
receipt for donations made by individuals. MALLA members are anxious to help financially if
they cannot be a labourer.
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2) MALLA has been asked to identify signage that would be appropriate for etehpmfblic

boat launchesn the township. The Stewardship Chair requested signage from FOCA to match

GKS G/ tSFYyZ 5NIXYAYX 5NB , 2dz2NJ . 2FG¢ aray GKFG ¢
positively and forwarded signs for each of the Township boat laegsich more specific sign has

been designed and forwarded to the printers to determine production costs. The Township will

consider this additional sign during their budget deliberations.

3) MALLA was asked to determine the location and feasibility ofliimgfdooat wash stations in
SFOK 2FNR 2F (KS ¢2gyakKALI !'4G GKA&A GAYSET Ad A
hydro systems in place to be able to recommend sites. Cost will be prohibitive.

4) MALLA has begun the planning for work permit egagion(s) to address other areas of our
lakes in the spring of 2019. Property owners are still encouraged to-path@dny EWM that

you can from your shoreline and beach areas as you do not need a permit to remove EWM in
this manner.

5) Mississippi Valle@onservation Authority will be providing tools to measure throughout the

year, the dissolved oxygen levels on Malcolm Lake and when feasible on Ardoch Lake. Fish

species may be in jeopardy this winter which would be a shame when the walleye reproduction

with the new spawning beds has proven to be successful.

cuv [{/ A& @¢2NJAy3ad Oft2aSte gAGK (GKS RNRYS RSLIX
resolution of vegetation mapping photos. This fall, polarized filters were added to the camera

lens. We are lookingf ways to make the EWM vegetation distinct; it is easily identifiable in

the recent videos.

7) The Stewardship Chair is working with the township staff on a grant application to TD Bank
GCNASYRa 2F (KS 9YJANBYYSY(éd Nondmtier2 LIS G2 KI @S

The FOCA grant component for our pilot project at the mouth of Ardoch Lake happened on
September 23 I ONRFE RSY2YAGNYI GA2Yy 61 & dzy RSNIIF Sy
area. This preplanning strategy proved to be a wise move as we disc/how the burlap

handled when wet, what apparatus we would need to design in order to dispense it from the
roll, how much stone would hold it down, how to fasten the rebar so we could recover it and
who would do each of the tasks. We had planned toehidms burlap laid in June, however,

MNRF did not give a work permit. What we did receive on Sepu2s a Letter of Authority
granting MALLA permission to do a restricted project. Thanks to 12 volunteers a small section
was covered with burlap and heldth riverwash stones. It will be spring before we can

examine the burlap area and make our recommendations. Since we are hopeful of positive
results, MALLA will proceed with another work permit application for 2019.
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EWM SAMPLES

Ardoch Lake

Malcolm Lake

Sept. as it grows out of the water
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