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Parable of the Wedding Feast

Welcome to Rock Lake Presbyterian Church

Here are a few tips to help you participate:
“** Invites all who are able to stand.
Bold type invites reading or singing by the congregation.
Italic type invites silent reading by the congregation.
Large print hymnals are available from the usher.
Please return hymnals after the service.



THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
October 11, 2026

Gathering

THE CHIMES CALL US TO WORSHIP

PRELUDE “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” Arr. Franklin Ritter
THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

MINUTE FOR MISSION Ron Rogillio
GATHERING SONG #627 “I Love You, Lord”

*CALL TO WORSHIP From Psalm 10

Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord,
for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Who can utter the mighty doings of the Lord, or declare all his praise?
Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times.
Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the nations,
that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. And let all the people say,
Amen. Praise the Lord!

*OPENING HYMN “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table” Tune: AUSTRIAN HYMN

Look who gathers at Christ’s table! Hear the stories that they bring.

Some are weeping; some are laughing; some have songs they want to sing.
Others ask why they’re invited, burdened by the wrong they’ve done.
Christ insists they all are welcome. There is room for everyone.

Clouds of light surround the table; ancient followers appear,

saints confessing how they wrestled with their guilt, their doubt and fear.
Peter tells of his denying Christ was ever in his sight;

Paul relates his fruitless efforts to obliterate the light.

Their sad stories are repeated in a thousand different ways,
but they share one thing in common: they all end in thanks and praise
for the host who has invited north and south and east and west

to converge around this table, where all life is fed and blest.
Thomas H Troeger, 2000. © 2002 Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-734832

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

..In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



OPENING OURSELVES TO GOD #466 “Come and Fill Our Hearts”

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, you call us again and again to seek your kingdom first, to do justice, to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with you. Still, we make our excuses and justify in our own
hearts why we go our own way. Lord, forgive our sin. Turn us from our sin’s
preoccupation with our own lives and turn us to your ways of grace, mercy, love and
service. May we heed your invitation to be part of your kingdom and strive, through the
power of your Holy Spirit, to live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Silence for personal confession. God’s people say Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Hear the good news! The night is far gone, the day is near. Let us lay aside the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Listening to the Word

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT [saiah 25:1-9

25 0 Lord, you are my God; [ will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin; the palace of foreigners is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 4 For you
have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the
rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rain-
storm, > the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade
of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. ¢ On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make
for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow,
of well-aged wines strained clear. 7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is
cast over all peoples, the covering that is spread over all nations; 8 he will swallow up death
forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his
people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. ? It will be said on that
day, “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord
for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those

who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other
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slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, [ have prepared my dinner, my oxen

and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’
5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ¢ while the rest
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. ? Go therefore into the main streets, and invite every-
one you find to the wedding banquet.’ 19 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when
the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe,
12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was
speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him

into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 14 For many are
called, but few are chosen.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON “There’s Still Room” Brandi Hicks, ALP

Regponding to God

*HYMN #399 “God Welcomes All”
Sing two times.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

JOYS & CONCERNS

If you would like to share a joy or concern, we would like to hear it. In order to hear it, please raise
your hand and a microphone will be brought to you.

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Going Forth to Serve

*HYMN #852 “When the Lord Redeems the Very Least”
*BENEDICTION
*DEPARTING SONG #742 “We Will Walk with God”

We will walk with God, my brothers; we will walk with God.
We will walk with God, my sisters; we will walk with God.
We will go rejoicing till the kingdom has come.

We will go rejoicing till the kingdom has come.

Greet one another in peace as you depart

Parts of the worship liturgy were written by Phillip K. Gladden and provided for free distribution by the Presbyterian Outlook.
This service is recorded and broadcast under OneLicense #A-734832. All rights reserved.

Church Notes

WORSHIP LEADERS

Liturgist:  John Solberg

Preacher:  Brandi Hicks, ALP
Music Director: ~ Marilyn Padon

Organist: ~ Pam Ferrell

WE WELCOME BACK BRANDI HICKS TO OUR WORSHIP TODAY

Brandi Hicks is a single mom of two beautiful kids—Alexis (10) and Lincoln (8). She grew up going to
Bream Memorial Presbyterian Church, which was a rock in her life and faith. She currently works full-
time for the State and has been an Authorize Lay Preacher (ALP) for about two years. She likes all types
of crafting, watching her kids do their activities, and reading.

OCTOBER POTLUCK will be celebrated today. We invite everyone to the potluck after the worship
service. Even if you cannot bring any food to the potluck, we invite you to bring your most important
ingredient - YOU!!




Prayer list

To add/remove/correct names on the prayer list,
please call the church office (768-4141) or email rocklakepreschurch@gmail.com

Prayers of Joy

All the preachers who have served in our pulpit since January. And the generosity of this part of Christ's
Body.

Prayers for Concerns - Our friends and neighbors and their families

Patricia Ansley & Family Ravi [saiah Don Shroder

Merrily Bailey Kirk King Mike & Susan Spurgeon
Barker Family Doug Lathom Ed Thompson

Shayne Compton Cheryl Laws Bill Wagner

Pam Gano Hollie McCraw Gary Withrow

Larry Graham Rick McGuire

Emily Holton Karen Robinson

- Praying for peace in the US/Iran conflict, Ukraine/Russia conflict, and the Israel/Hamas conflict and all
conflicts around the globe. Grant us peace!

- We pray for peace in the world. We pray for our world leaders to do what is right and just. We pray
for all the people in the world who are affected by war: The children, the common person, the armies,
the leaders. Grant us courage and grace during the coming year.

- Climate change as evidenced by more severe and deadly storms, fires, floods, and prolonged heat
waves locally, nationally, and globally. These events are causing large numbers of injuries and deaths of
people, disruptions of food supplies, and many animal & plant species to greatly diminish and even go
extinct.

Prayers for our Military

Brett Baker Evan Chaney
Jeff Barker Nigel Jeffries
Brent Bishop

All who are serving, who have been injured and the families who have lost someone in combat;
those who live and serve on the Korean Peninsula and other nations in that region of the world;
our troops facing terrorist attacks.

Prayers for those in Senior Residential Centers - Jackie Pauley, Valley Center
Prayers for those at Home -]oel Callison, Bonnie Cheely, Anita Wehrmann

Prayer List for Churches: Davis Memorial Presbyterian Church, Gassaway; Fleming Memorial
Presbyterian Church, Fairmont; Kiamutiga Church; Thegenge Parish
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