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GENERAL ELECTION  
DATES 

 
October 9:  
Voter registration ends  
 
October 24:  
Early voting begins  
 
November 3:  
Early voting ends 
 
November 6:  
General Election 

 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Rev. James Golden for his tremendous win in the 
School Board election.  We know he can be counted on to have a positive 
impact for the children, teachers and staff in the Manatee school system. 
Congratulations to Wengay Newton, who will continue to serve as Florida 
House District 70 Representative. 
  
And…..congratulations to all the Democratic candidates who won in the 
Primary.  We have a great slate of candidates across the ballot.  Let’s 
bring them to the finish line on November 6! 

In this issue: 

Around the County 

Meet Melton Little 

Vote By Mail 

Amendments on the Ballot 
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Enthusiasm, activity and volunteer numbers continue to grow as we head toward the November General     
Election.  This season Manatee Democrats have shifted their slogan from Manatee Matters to Manatee        
Momentum as the Blue Wave builds.  Here is a sampling of Manatee Dems’ activities around the county. 

Manatee Dems Build Momentum 

 

Manatee Dems are reaching out to voters with phone calls, text     
messages and, most importantly, knocking on doors.  Chair Sheryl 
Wilson called together Manatee Democratic volunteer leaders and 
candidate campaigns at headquarters 
to coordinate  efforts.   

On September 29th  nearly 80        
Manatee Momentum “road warriors” 
teamed up with David Shapiro, Tracy 
Pratt and Liv Coleman for the largest 
joint canvassing event ever in our area 
with  over 1,100 doors in one day.  
The event got social media coverage      
state-wide. 

Anna Maria Island Club members came in strength to Democratic 
headquarters to assemble 3,000 mailers.  The AMI Club traditionally 
finances and mails letters to newly registered Democrats, and this year 
they included newly registered No Party Affiliations.  The Democratic 
donkey made a surprise appearance. 

Andrew Gillum is drawing huge crowds and volunteers across the 
state.  In Manatee County, Florence Shelton-Clark is the Regional    
Volunteer Coordinator for the campaign.  Florence also represents the 
Manatee-Sarasota Democratic Black Caucus.  She can be reached by 
text at 770-572-5628. Bring it Home! 

The annual Democratic combination club and caucus meeting will be a breakfast at IMG on     
October 9.  Richard Kimball from Vote Smart will present “Defend Your Right to Know the 
Truth.” Reservations required.  For more information call Paul Dain at 941-756-4050.  

The newly forming Veterans Club is reaching out to all veterans in 
Manatee County.  Look for their meetings on the Events Page of the 
MCDP website.  Contact Chuck Simms at 727-317-9693. 

The newly forming and growing North River Democrats are      
delving into voter outreach and sponsoring a fundraiser for David 
Shapiro.  Contact John Brackett at jbrackett01@verizon.net. 
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Melton Little—Candidate for County Commission 

District 4 

The Manatee Board of County Commission establishes policy and appoints an                 
Administrator to run the day-to-day business of the County.  Five Districts are                 
represented along with two county-wide at-large members.  Terms are four years and     
elections are staggered.  This year Districts 2, 4 and 6 (at-large) are up for re-election.    

District 4 boundaries run from Sarasota along the east side of 34th St. up to Cortez Rd., out 
to Lockwood Ridge Rd., and south on Lockwood Ridge to University Pkwy. 

Reggie Bellamy is the Democratic candidate for Board of County Commission District 2. 

Longtime Manatee County resident Melton Little is running for County Commissioner 
for District 4 because, he says, “I finally got tired of the inaction and failure to lead in 
the District.” 

Born in Bradenton and a graduate of Bayshore High School, Little is passionate about 
addressing what he sees as the continuing deterioration in the Bayshore area              
particularly, from vacant stores and retail centers, flooding issues, lack of proper     
sidewalks and streetlights, to increasing poverty levels.  

Ironically, Little notes, “there are almost $10 million in funds designated for improvement in South   
County, but no one on the Commission is taking action.” The monies are allocated from the Southwest 
Tax Increment Fund (SWITF), based on a portion of property tax increases. “The money continues to sit 
without any meaningful and viable projects being approved by the Manatee County Commission. There 
are desperate needs such as updating deteriorating infrastructure, attracting new residents to the area, and 
providing affordable housing,” Little says. 

A partner in the law firm of Kallins, Little and Delgado, he is board certified in both marital and family 
law and personal injury law. He has been active in the Manatee Chamber of Commerce, where he served 
on the legislative affairs committee and public schools funding committee, graduated from the Leadership 
Manatee Program class of 1993, and served as Chairman of the Infrastructure Committee for the Manatee 
County Blue Print for the Future. He is particularly proud of his work with the Boys & Girls Club, and in 
2003 received its highest and rarely awarded volunteer honor, the National Medallion. 

 “South County needs growth but the right kind of growth,” he says. Little is particularly critical of the 
Commission’s hasty approval of a controversial modified plan for development of Aqua by the Bay 
(Longbar Pointe). “As a County Commissioner I would strictly adhere to the Land Development Code 
and Comprehensive Plan rather than amending it to appease a single developer.” 

“I would not vote on a development without the opportunity for public hearings whereby input could be 
received from all affected parties and their concerns and issues addressed,” he pledged. “I have learned to 
build coalitions, the art of compromise, to stand firm when needed and to understand and include other's 
opinions as part of the decision-making process,” he says. 
 
“We need a strong voice on the Commission from District 4, and I will be that voice,” he vows.  
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Vote By Mail—Still the Best Way to Increase Voter Turnout 

With just over a month to the November 6 
election, Manatee County Democratic Party 
volunteers are using all their resources to get 
out the vote.  A proven tool to accomplish 
this is to encourage voters to  request a Vote 
By Mail ballot.  So when the Miami Herald 
recently reported on a study using the     
headline “If you vote by mail in Florida, it’s 
10 times more likely that ballot won’t 
count,” many volunteers heard voter       
questions.    

Beyond the headline, the article went on to 
say that about 1% of all mailed ballots are 
rejected, primarily because the voter didn’t 
sign the ballot envelope or the voter’s       
signature on the envelope did not match the voter’s signature on file with the county elections office.  
The study was produced by the University of Florida on behalf of ACLU of Florida.  In their 2018 Voter 
Guide, the ACLU of Florida notes that you can track your ballot on your county Supervisor’s website.  If 
you signature was not accepted, you have the right to remedy the problem or update your signature that is 
on file.  

The Manatee County Democratic Party (MCDP), in accord with the Florida Democratic Party (FDP), 
continues to strongly advocate Vote By Mail as a critical tool for increasing voter turnout.  Sheryl Wil-
son, MCDP Chair cites her confidence in the Manatee County Supervisor of Elections’ (SOE)      com-
mitment to accepting mailed ballots whenever possible, as well as pursuing remedies for voters to correct 
any ballot envelopes that can’t be accepted.   

Although ballots are mailed to voters about 30 days before the election, voters can still request a Vote By 
Mail ballot throughout October.  The SOE must receive the request by 5:00 pm on October 31.  

FDP has offered the following talking points:  

- Ballots can be requested, filled out, and sent back all from  the comfort of your home.   

No lines! 

- Voters don't need to take off work or school or travel to Vote By Mail. 

- Voting by mail is safe – rejections rates are low and voters are given the opportunity to correct any 

problems on their ballot envelope. 

- Voting by mail is private - your ballot is sealed and delivered directly to the Supervisor of      

Elections. 

- Voting by mail is easy - you'll have as much time as you need   to research the ballot and 

amendments. 

- Voting by mail is fast - Vote By Mail ballots are actually the first in the state to be counted. 

- Vote by Mail is one of three methods of voting in Florida. Voters   can also choose to vote in    

person during the early voting period or on Election Day. 

 

For more information: https://www.aclufl.org/en/vote-mail-florida 

https://www.aclufl.org/en/vote-mail-florida
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12 Amendments on the Ballot 

To date, twelve proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution will be on the November 6 ballot, seven 
proposed by the Constitution Revision Commission (CRC), three by the Florida Legislature and two by     
citizen initiative.  The CRC, which convenes every 20 years, is allowed by law to bundle more than one issue 
into each question, adding further to the multitude of questions voters need to consider this year.   
 
Democratic clubs and caucuses throughout Manatee County are educating their members on issues to        
consider in the amendments.  Briefly described, the amendments are - 

For more information and recommendations: 

The League of Women Voters of Florida offers a detailed description for each amendment, along with 
their positions, on their website at https://www.lwvfl.org/. 

The Democratic Progressive Caucus of Florida has taken positions on all the amendements.                  
See https://www.progressivefl.org/ 

The ACLU of Florida has taken positions on several amendments in their 
2018 Voter Guide. See https://www.aclufl.org/en/aclu-florida-2018-
voter-guide-select-constitutional-amendments.  ACLU of Florida is 
actively working for voter approval of Amendment 4, which has back-
ing across the political spectrum.     

The Florida Democratic Party is not announcing positions on the      
amendments.   

1. Increases the amount of a home’s value exempted from property tax  
2. Makes the permanent the current 10% cap on non-homestead property 
3. Requires voter approval of casino gambling  
4. Restores right to vote for most people with felony convictions upon           

completion of sentences  
5. Requires 2/3 vote of legislature to impose or increase tax or fee  
6. Adds a Marsy’s Law (victims’ rights) to state constitution, increases judicial 

retirement age; prohibits judges from deferring to admin agencies to        
interpret law  

7. Requires death benefits for first responders and military members, a super-
majority vote for college fees, and adds state college system structure to con-
stitution  

8. REMOVED FROM BALLOT 
9. Bans offshore oil and gas drilling, and vaping in enclosed indoor workplaces  
10. Prohibits counties from abolishing certain local offices, changes start date of 

legislative sessions and adds an executive office and executive department to 
constitution  

11. Repeals some obsolete language; repeals a provision saying that changes to 
a criminal statute are not retroactive  

12. Prohibits public officials from lobbying for compensation while in office and 
6 years thereafter  

13. Prohibits betting on dog races  

https://www.lwvfl.org/
https://www.progressivefl.org/
https://www.aclufl.org/en/aclu-florida-2018-voter-guide-select-constitutional-amendments
https://www.aclufl.org/en/aclu-florida-2018-voter-guide-select-constitutional-amendments

