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Note From The Chair

Rally Behind Our November Candidates
By Tracy Pratt – Election days are hard for Democrats in Manatee County.
Because we live in a county where the majority of voters are Republicans, our
wins are few and very hard fought. While this can be disappointing, it makes the
work we do as a party that much more important and noble.
 
We can rejoice in the excellent candidates we get to rally behind in November. Val
Demings has the ability to change the Senate for better policies across the nation.
 
Charlie Crist is a seasoned champion, ready to take back the Governor’s mansion.
 
Aramis Ayala is a strong state attorney who has stood up to Republican tactics, and Naomi Blemur is a
seasoned community activist prepared to hold onto Democratic control of the office of Commissioner of
Agriculture.
 
Locally, we can support Jan Schneider for Congress. We can ensure another term on the County
Commission for Reggie Bellamy. We can put Harold Byrd on the Manatee County School Board.
 
We can get behind Kurt Landefeld, running for a seat on the Bradenton City Council.
 
We will have victories to celebrate in November if we work together now! 
 
(Tracy Pratt is Chair of the Manatee County Democratic Party)

What's Ahead for the School Board?
By Diana Hines – Harold Byrd, a registered Democrat, and a five-term
Bradenton City Councilman, faces a run-off for the District 2 Manatee
County School Board seat in the November 8 General Election. He is pitted
against a Gov. DeSantis-backed opponent, Cindy Spray.
 
Spray’s resume highlights bookkeeping experience and her political agenda
features “parental rights,” a phrase now associated with censoring ideas

about race and gender identity in the classroom. Spray has never held political office or an elected school
board seat.
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Even though school board races are designated non-partisan, DeSantis’ “ education tour” has made
these races an example of the culture wars being fought nationwide. DeSantis set precedent but ignored
sharp criticism for endorsing school board candidates in this year’s non-partisan races.
 
Byrd faces the challenge of keeping the conversation with voters laser focused on delivering a quality
education to the students of District 2. In his view, this means avoiding political buzzwords such as CRT
(critical race theory) and “parental rights.” He believes that such rhetoric divides communities instead of
bringing people together.
 
Byrd also wants to fire up voters in his district: “When you have an overall turnout of 31 percent but just
19 percent within the urban core, then I’d say we need to be at 31 percent, too.” His strategy in the
coming weeks includes staging voter rallies, meet and greets, and media events that help get his
message to those who can help him win.
 
Current school board chairman, Rev. James T. Golden, a registered Democrat, failed to retain his seat.
Air Force veteran and DeSantis-backed candidate Richard Tatem won the District 5 seat by gathering
more than 50.5 percent of the votes cast.
 
Rev. Golden believes partisanship should not be part of school board politics.
 
“There really shouldn’t be ANY partisan candidates in this race,” Golden said. “Whether we win or lose,
we don’t give up the higher ground. We should not succumb to the temptation to fight back but represent
ALL the people.”
 
Chantal Wilford, another registered Democrat who ran unsuccessfully in District 5, regrets that party
partisanship is a big part of school board elections. She advocates an assertive approach to countering
the misinformation and distortions that come from simply wanting to win.
 
“If you want a chance in a run-off, you’re going to have to start showing up. This is what Republicans
have been doing all along. How they make connections. They (Democrats) will have to get out there and
rile up their base,” said Wilford.
 
Clearly, the winners and losers of the school board races have their political destinies at stake in this
election cycle. But for parents, teachers, and students of Manatee County, the long-term stakes of this
election may be higher.

Progressive Housing Initiative:
‘A Social Justice Model to Follow’

By Donna Hartman – The Manatee Democrats Progressive Caucus
(MDPC)’s ambitious and impactful affordable housing initiative is rooted in
social justice, diversity and inclusion, and people from all walks of life
helping each other.

“We are working for social justice and helping the average person,” said
Steve Ryan, president of the MDPC. “We promote diversity, and we go out
and engage with people. We need help, and welcome anyone who wants to join us.”

MDPC’s Manasota Attainable Housing Coalition (MAHC) and Diversity & Inclusion Young Adults (D&I YA)
are two subgroups of the caucus working to build local affordable workforce and multigenerational
housing in the Manatee/Sarasota region. They are working with various groups, businesses and
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to achieve their goal.

MAHC’s client base, people interested in living in future affordable housing units, numbers in the
hundreds and stretches across southwest Florida. MAHC emphasizes home ownership, with most clients
on an ownership track. Clients apply for the program and are screened to determine if they qualify.

The housing initiative is in the preliminary design phase and MAHC has three sites lined up for Prototype
Housing Communities.



“This is a social justice model to follow,” Ryan said. “People will have their own living space, but they can
do things as a small community, like sharing cars and sharing meals with their neighbors.”

More information will be released as plans are finalized.

To help clients in their current homes, D&I YA, a diverse group of young adults up to age 40 (and some
older) does “reno” (renovation) projects like cleaning, painting, moving and minor repairs. The tech group
supports clients with technical services and counseling (about housing and other issues). D&I YA
members are full-time students and people in the workforce. They are trained and paid for their services
and mostly work on weekends.

“This group is the backbone of our caucus,” Ryan said.

MDPC also works closely with ArtsForHousing.org, which provides an outlet for artists to display their
work while raising money for producing multigenerational housing solutions in an affordable and eco-
friendly manner.

Want to get involved? MDPC’s next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 14, via Zoom. To get
on the meeting invite list or receive more information, email Ryan at vrain1964@gmail.com. You can also
visit www.ArtsForHousing.org or Events (manateecountydemocrats.com).
 

November 8 County Commission Election
Is Critical for Democrats 

By Donna Hartman – Stakes are high for the District 2 Manatee County
Commission seat as incumbent commissioner and Democrat Reggie Bellamy
faces Republican Amanda Ballard in the November 8 General Election.

Bellamy, the sole Democrat on the commission, has represented District 2 since
2018. But the setting of new boundaries in District 2 reduced minority voters and
added about 13,000 white and Republican-leaning voters, according to a Manatee
County Democratic Party voter registration analysis. District 2 has elected a
Democrat to the commission since 1994.

Bellamy, who defeated Democrat Charles Smith in the August 23 primary, says his plans for the
November 8 election are “focusing on the competition with a grassroots campaign to mobilize voters.”

He wants to work with law enforcement on community safety, advocate for affordable housing, support
economic diversification with job creation and invest in schools and workforce development.

A vote for Bellamy in the November 8 election is a vote for the only Democratic voice on the commission.
In addition, long-time Republican commissioners Carol Whitmore and Misty Servia, who often voted with
Bellamy on major decisions, were ousted in the August 23 primary by extremist Republicans Jason
Bearden and Mike Rahn.

Bearden and Rahn face no Democratic opposition in the general election. They would join Republican
commissioners Kevin Van Ostenbridge, James Satcher, Vanessa Baugh and George Kruse, who, along
with Ballard, are represented by consulting firm Strategic Image Management, known for its right-wing
clients, according to media reports.

Ballard on her website says she supports Gov. Ron DeSantis, “individual liberty” and “parents’ rights in
schools,” and opposes “redistributing wealth through higher taxes.’’ 

District 2 Democrats: vote for Bellamy November 8 and preserve your voice in local government!
Visit www.vote4reggiebellamy.com to learn more. For November 8 election voting information,
visit www.votemanatee.com. 
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Black Caucus Founder Harris Dies at 92
The entire Manatee Democratic community is saddened to learn of the
passing of Leon Harris Jr. He was a founder of the Manatee County
Democratic Black Caucus and a 2016 Manatee Democratic Gala
honoree.

Harris retired to Lakewood Ranch in 1997 and led the Manatee/Sarasota
Democratic Black Caucus for 10 years. He also was one of the original
members of the Kiwanis Club that met at Woodland Community Church.

Harris played professional baseball with the Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro League during the 1953
and 1954 seasons. Famous Negro League player and manager Buck O’Neil, who grew up in Sarasota,
called Harris, a 6-foot 3-inch right-handed pitcher, his stopper.

After his baseball career, Harris worked for the American Federation for State, County and Municipal
Employees and later served as president of the Greenwich Village (New York City) NAACP chapter. He
was also president of the Inner City Labor Alliance.

More about Harris on the Manatee County Democrats Facebook page;
https://www.facebook.com/manateedems/.
 

McManus On Politics - Longboat Key Club Zoom
Political analyst, published author and University of South Florida Distinguished
Professor Emerita, Susan McManus, is the featured speaker at the Longboat
Key Democratic Club Zoom meeting, Tuesday, September 6, 12 to 1:15 p.m.

McManus will review the Florida political landscape, offer takeaways from the
August primaries, and discuss the challenges Florida Democrats face heading
into November's general election. To register, please go
to https://www.lbkdems.com/events. 

ELMAC Seeks Volunteers to Fill Five Positions
MANATEE COUNTY — Manatee County residents interested in helping
protect land and water resources, preserve fish and wildlife habitats and
provide for passive recreation are invited to apply for one of five positions
now available on the Environmental Lands Management and Acquisition
Committee (ELMAC). 

The available positions on ELMAC include: 
Member of an environmental group (3-year initial term)
Member engaged in banking, finance or real estate (3-year initial term)
Member with education in active outdoor sports (3-year initial term)
Member employed by the Manatee County School Board (3-year initial term)
Member of the Florida Engineering Society (3-year initial term)

For more information, visit ELMAC web pages. Read a summary of positions on our News page.

New College’s Lepinski - Lakewood Ranch Zoom
The Lakewood Ranch Democratic Club begins its new season of monthly
meetings with a discussion led by Matt Lepinski, Associate Professor of Computer

https://www.facebook.com/manateedems/
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Science at New College in Sarasota. The Zoom meeting is Tuesday, September 13,
7 p.m. To register, contact Lucy Lapides, lucy@lwrdems.com, or text 941-704-5971.
 
Lepinski will dive into the details of apportionment and redistricting in Congress, and
offer thoughts on how to reshape Congress to reflect the views of the voting
populace.

LWV of Manatee Offers Voter Information
The non-partisan League of Women Voters of
Manatee County will present a discussion on what
county residents need to know before voting in the
2022 General Election. The Zoom session is
scheduled for September 12, from 12 to 1 p.m. To register, Click Here
 
N. Alice Newlon, President of LWV of Manatee, will speak to why are there no citizen initiatives on this
year's ballot and cover the history and requirements of a Florida citizen initiative for a constitutional
amendment.
 
Carolyn Sheets, LWV of Manatee County Voting Action Chair, will offer changes in the voting law that
affect voters and common mistakes that invalidate a ballot.

Hunsicker to Speak at
Environmental Caucus Fall Picnic

The Manatee Democratic Environmental Caucus is hosting a Fall
Picnic, Sunday, September 11, 1 to 4 p.m., at GT Bray Park, Meadow
View Pavilion #4. The park is off 51st St. West in Bradenton; use the
park entrance that is across from 29th Avenue West

Charlie Hunsicker, Director of Parks and Natural Resources for
Manatee County, will address environmental issues in our county
during his 42-year career. He is expected to speak about beach needs, environmental land acquisition
and restoration, protecting habitat for threatened wildlife and wetland mitigation. He will also comment on
a potential multi-million dollar grant for oyster reef development along the banks of the Manatee River.

Hunsicker holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Agriculture from the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
and a Master's Degree in Urban and Regional Planning from Florida State University.

The picnic is an opportunity to meet environmentally conscious neighbors, learn what Manatee County
has accomplished, what issues are coming, and find out how you can become involved to help protect
our environment. 

This event will be held, rain or shine. Food and beverages are compliments of the caucus; RSVP to
eco.manateedems@gmail.com by noon Friday, September 9.

For more information about the Environmental Caucus, visit its listing on the Manatee County Democratic
Party website.

Candidate Hattersley Speaks September 19
Do you know what the CFO does and why it is such a critical position? Adam
Hattersley, candidate for Florida Chief Financial Officer, will speak on that at

mailto:lucy@lwrdems.com
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the September 19 meeting of the Anna Maria Island and West Manatee
Democratic Club. The in-person meeting will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

Lunch is on your own before or after the meeting.

Hattersley is a Navy veteran and author, focused on improving the lives of
others in his community through public service. He believes the only way
forward in this country is to put politics aside and send people to Tallahassee

who will work for their communities instead of themselves, their political parties, or their big donors.

In 2018, after more than a decade as a registered independent, Hattersley sought and won a seat in the
Florida House of Representatives as a Democrat. He is committed to lowering health care costs,
honoring veterans, and protecting public education.

For information about this event, contact Barbara Ehren, president of the AMI and West Manatee
Democratic Club, at Barbara.ehren@gmail.com.

Democratic Door-to-Door Voter Outreach 
We are nearing the critical November election and need every eligible
Democratic-leaning person to register to vote and enroll in Vote By Mail. The
Manatee Dems are hosting a door-to-door outreach event Saturdays in
September, 4 to 6 p.m.
 
Meet at Manatee Democratic headquarters, 435 Cortez Road West,
Bradenton, for materials and instructions, then go out with a partner.
Training is provided. Contact Dan Coppinger.

Sign Up Here

Blue Wave Door Knocking and Donuts
Blue Wave Manatee and Indivisible Manatee will go door-to-door obtaining
voter registrations and vote from home enrollments, Saturday, September 17.
Meet at Manatee Democratic Headquarters, 435 Cortez Road West,
Bradenton at 9:30 a.m. to pick up materials, neighborhood lists and enjoy a
social gathering with doughnuts from Turner's Donuts of Bradenton.
 
Blue Wave focuses on heavily Democratic neighborhoods with historically low
voter turnout. For more information, contact Phyllis Myers at
BlueWaveManatee@gmail.com.

Sign Up Here

Say Gay Party Scheduled for New Venue
The Manatee LGBTQ+ Democratic Caucus is recognizing
National Dance Day by having a Say Gay Party, Saturday,
September 17, 7 to 11 p.m.
 
The party was recently relocated to the Urban Loft at Manatee
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Central, 902 Manatee Avenue East, Bradenton. Even though our
Governor does not want to hear the word gay, members of the
caucus are dialing it up! The party will feature appetizers, cash
bar, silent auction and a DJ.
 
All in the LGBTQ+ community and allies, especially fellow
Democrats, are encouraged to attend. For more information and
tickets through PayPal, click here or call 978-995-8750.
 

The Manatee LGBTQ+ Democratic Caucus meets the third Wednesday of the month, 6 p.m. For more
information, visit the caucus website.

Get involved! Check out the
many area Democratic Clubs
and Caucuses. Meet like-
minded people at fun events!

Click for Events
List

The Manatee County Democratic
Party is a 100% volunteer
organization. All contributions of
any size are appreciated;
$22/month goes a long way to help
elect Democrats in the 2022
elections.

Donate Now
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