
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM 

Your name   
Please print name as it appears on your Voter Information Card 

Your address                                                                                                                                                                                                     

City  Zip  County   

☐ Please change my legal residence address on my voter registration record to the above residence address (check box, if applicable). 

Voter Registration Number   OR  Date of Birth   

I am a registered voter of Florida and hereby petition the Secretary of State to place the following proposed amendment to the Florida Constitution on 

the ballot in the general election: 

 

 

 

ARTICLE AND SECTION BEING CREATED OR AMENDED: Article I, Section 8 
Full text of proposed constitutional amendment: 

ARTICLE I, SECTION 8. Right to Bear Arms.— 
 

(a) The right of the people to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and of the lawful authority of the state shall not 
be infringed, except that the manner of bearing arms may be regulated by law. 
(b) There shall be a mandatory period of three days, excluding weekends and legal holidays, between the purchase and 
delivery at retail of any handgun. For the purposes of this section, “purchase” means the transfer of money or other valuable 
consideration to the retailer, and “handgun” means a firearm capable of being carried and used by one hand, such as a pistol 
or revolver. Holders of a concealed weapon permit as prescribed in Florida law shall not be subject to the provisions of this 
paragraph. 
(c) The legislature shall enact legislation implementing subsection (b) of this section, effective no later than December 31, 
1991, which shall provide that anyone violating the provisions of subsection (b) shall be guilty of a felony. 
(d) This restriction shall not apply to a trade in of another handgun. 

(e) The possession of an assault weapon, as that term is defined in this subsection, is prohibited in Florida except as provided 
in this subsection. This subsection shall be construed in conformity with the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution 
as interpreted by the United States Supreme Court. 

1) Definitions - 
a) Assault Weapons - For purposes of this subsection, any semiautomatic rifle or shotgun capable of holding more 
than ten (10) rounds of ammunition at once, either in a fixed or detachable magazine, or any other ammunition-
feeding device. This subsection does not apply to handguns. 
b) Semiautomatic - For purposes of this subsection, any weapon which fires a single projectile or a number of ball 
shots through a rifled or smooth bore for each single function of the trigger without further manual action required. 
c) Ammunition-feeding device - For purposes of this subsection, any magazine, belt, drum, feed strip, or similar 
device for a firearm. 

Continues on reverse 

Note: 

• All information on this form, including your signature, becomes a public record upon receipt by the Supervisor of Elections. 
• Under Florida law, it is a first degree misdemeanor, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.08, Florida Statutes, to knowingly sign 

more than one petition for an issue. [Section 104.185, Florida Statutes]. 
• If all requested information on this form is not completed, the form will not be valid. 

BALLOT TITLE: Prohibits possession of defined assault weapons 

BALLOT SUMMARY: Prohibits possession of assault weapons, defined as semiautomatic rifles and shotguns 
capable of holding more than 10 rounds of ammunition at once, either in fixed or detachable magazine, or any 
other ammunition-feeding device. Possession of handguns is not prohibited. Exempts military and law 
enforcement personnel in their official duties. Exempts and requires registration of assault weapons lawfully 
possessed prior to this provision’s effective date. Creates criminal penalties for violations of this amendment. 



Continued from front 

 
 

2) Limitations - 
a) This subsection shall not apply to military or law enforcement use, or use by federal personnel, in conduct of 
their duties, or to an assault weapon being imported for sale and delivery to a federal, state or local governmental 
agency for use by employees of such agencies to perform official duties 
b) This subsection does not apply to any firearm that is not semiautomatic, as defined in this subsection. 
c) This subsection does not apply to handguns, as defined in Article I, Section 8(b), Florida Constitution. 
d) If a person had lawful possession of an assault weapon prior to the effective date of this subsection, the person's 
possession of that assault weapon is not unlawful (1) during the first year after the effective date of this subsection, 
or (2) after the person has registered with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement or a successor agency, 
within one year of the effective date of this subsection, by providing a sworn or attested statement, that the weapon 
was lawfully in his or her  possession prior to the effective date of this subsection  and by identifying the weapon 
by make, model, and serial number. The agency must provide and the person must retain proof of registration in 
order for possession to remain lawful under this subsection. Registration records shall be available on a permanent 
basis to local, state and federal law enforcement agencies for valid law enforcement purposes but shall otherwise 
be confidential. 

3) Criminal Penalties - Violation of this subsection is a third-degree felony. The legislature may designate greater, but not 
lesser, penalties for violations. 
4) Self-executing - This provision shall be self-executing except where legislative action is authorized in subsection (3) to 
designate a more severe penalty for violation of this subsection. No legislative or administrative action may conflict with, 
diminish or delay the requirements of this subsection. 
5) Severability - The provisions of this subsection are severable. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or subsection 
of this measure, or an application thereof, is adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, other provisions shall 
continue to be in effect to the fullest extent possible. 
6) Effective date - The effective date of this amendment shall be thirty days after its passage by the voters. 

 
 
 
 
 

X   
 

DATE OF SIGNATURE SIGNATURE OF REGISTERED VOTER 

 
 
 
 

Initiative petition sponsored by Ban Assault Weapons NOW, 6619 S. Dixie Highway, #148, Miami, FL 33143 

  

If paid petition circulator is used: 

Circulator’s name 

Circulator’s address 

For official use only: Serial number 19-01 

Date approved  1/11/2019  

RETURN TO: 

Ban Assault Weapons NOW 
6619 S. Dixie Highway, #148 

Miami, FL 
33143 



 

 
 
 
PETITION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
IMPORTANT: Please read carefully. 
 
Thank you for helping us get a ban on assault weapons on the ballot for 2020. Please follow 
these instructions to ensure your submitted petition is counted. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PETITION: 
 

1. Signer must be a registered Florida voter 

2. Print double-sided, if possible 

3. One signed copy per person 

4. Fill out completely, including name, full address and date of birth 

5. All information must be legible 

6. Sign and date the petition on page 2 

 

 

ONCE COMPLETED, MAIL PETITION TO: 

Ban Assault Weapons NOW 

6619 S Dixie Hwy #148 

Miami, FL 33143 

 
 
 
You must be a registered voter in the State of Florida. If you need to check your voter status 
or update your information, visit: https://registertovoteflorida.gov/en/Registration/Index 

 


	Your name
	Your address                                                                                                                                                                                                     City  Zip  County
	Voter Registration Number   OR  Date of Birth
	X

