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In order to ensure that learning is continued, irrespective of lockdown and self-
isolation, Walgrave and Pitsford Primary School Federation (WPPSF) has 
developed the following plan. This plan offers remote learning opportunities, 
whilst also acknowledging that some households have limited access to devices 
and would require hard-copies of work and resources. 
 
This plan will be applied in the following instances: 

1. An individual is self-isolating because of a positive test; 

2. A group of children are self-isolating because of cases of coronavirus in the 

bubble; 

3. A whole bubble or cohort is self-isolating because of an outbreak of 

coronavirus; 

4. Whole school closure because of a national lockdown.  

WPPSF will provide remote learning for pupils that are not able to attend school 
so that they can have access to activities organised by the school to ensure 
support for the child’s learning. In the following points, an outline of the 
provision will be made and some guidance given on the role of pupils, teachers 
and parents.  

Who is the policy applicable to?  

In line with government guidance, pupils, staff and families should get a PCR 
test (for a free PCR test call 119 or visit https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-
test) if they display any of the following symptoms; 

 A continuous, dry cough 

 A high temperature above 37.8°C 

 A loss of, or change to, their sense of smell or taste 

 Have had access to a test and this has returned a positive result for Covid-

19  

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Additional symptoms for children have included: 

 Headache 
 Feeling or being sick 
 Ear ache 
 Sore throat 
 Feeling sleep 

Specific Aims: 

 To outline WPPSF’s approach for pupils that, from September 2021, will 

not be attending school due to self-isolation, poor health or government 

guidance. 

 To outline WPPSF’s expectations for staff that, from September 2021, will 

not be attending school due to self-isolation but that are otherwise fit and 

healthy and able to continue supporting with the teaching, marking and 

planning for pupils.  

Remote learning for pupils that are not able to attend school due to self-
isolation or in line with government guidelines. 

The plan complies with the expectations and principles outlined in the DFE 
document https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-
during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance  
 
Software and online platforms: 
If your child is required to self-isolate, teachers will set appropriate work in-line 
with our current curriculum, using Purple Mash as our remote learning platform 
In addition to Purple Mash, activities will be set on Spelling Shed and Mathletics 
(KS1 & KS2) and SPaG.com activities (for UKS2 at Walgrave). In preparation for 
home-learning, parents and children have logins and passwords for the following 
platforms (likewise teaching staff need to be familiar with them).  
 
Worksheets and Practical Resources: 
If a child is isolated from school i.e. the child is sent home from school to either 
receive a test or self-isolate as someone in the household is being tested, they 
will be provided with a login to Purple Mash.  Parents are advised that they should 
contact the school if they are unable to access technology for home learning. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
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Family (pupil/parent/guardian) role: 

 Where possible, it is beneficial for young people to maintain a regular and 

familiar routine. WPPSF would recommend that each ‘school day’ maintains 

structure.  

 Should anything be unclear in the work that is set, parents can 

communicate with class teachers via Purple Mash (when submitting the ‘todos’)  

or email bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk or bursar@pitsford.northants-

ecl.gov.uk  

 Work that children complete at home should be kept safe on their 

individual Purple Mash account and will be only accessed by their class teacher. 

At Walgrave, there is a Purple Mash email set up for children in Y2 and above 

for any additional communication. 

  We would encourage parents to support their children’s work, including 
finding an appropriate place to work and, to the best of their ability, support 
pupils with work encouraging them to work with good levels of concentration.  

  Every effort will be made by staff to ensure that work is set promptly on 
appropriate platforms but school cannot guarantee that the chosen platforms 
will work on all devices. Should accessing work be an issue, parents should 
contact school promptly and alternative solutions may be available. These will 
be discussed on case-to-case basis. 

  Every effort will be made by staff to ensure that work is set promptly on 
appropriate platforms and will begin from the day following the communication 
received from the parent that the child is not attending school and is well 
enough to be working at home. 

Teacher expectations: 

  Teachers should plan activities that are relevant to the curriculum focus for 
that year group and tasks for home learners. Please see for further details later 
in document.  

  To respond, within reason (see details within document), promptly to 
requests for support from families at home. This should be done via email or by 
adding further video guidance for families. Staff and parents should 

mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
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communicate via bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk or 
bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk email address.  

  Should a staff member require support with the use of technology, it is their 
responsibility to seek this support in school and Senior Leaders will ensure that 
support is given promptly.  

Remote teaching for staff who are self-isolating:  

Teaching staff are required to self-isolate if they show symptoms outlined at the 
start of this policy. 

If a member of staff is required to self-isolate, they are expected to:  

  Follow normal reporting procedure for planned absence.  

  Staff displaying symptoms should seek a PCR test and let the school know 
their test result as soon as possible. 

 Whilst self-isolating, staff may also be asked to support with the online 

learning provision for children across the school, depending on the needs 

of the school.  

Latest government advice:  

It may be necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a temporary period, to reduce 
mixing between groups. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as 
someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and 
any of the following apply: 

 they are fully vaccinated 

 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine 
trial 

 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been 
in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would 
encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 
years 6 months who usually attend school, and have been identified as a close 
contact, should continue to attend school as normal. They do not need to wear 
a face covering within the school, but it is expected and recommended that 
these are worn when travelling on public or dedicated transport. 

1. Pupil tests positive  

Ongoing Support Safeguarding/SEND 

Communication 
The Class teacher will assign work via 
Purple Mash for the child. The teacher 
will decide what materials are most 
appropriate for the individual child. 
 
Delivering lessons  
The class teacher will share links to 
appropriate lessons Purple Mash and/or 
via Tapestry for Early Years.   
 
Feedback and submission of work  
Completed work should be uploaded to 
Purple Mash. (or uploaded to Tapestry 
for EYFS). Teachers can then review the 
work completed and provide 
guidance/support as required.  
 
Staff wellbeing and workload  
Staff will not be expected to respond to 

work related emails or give pupil 

feedback outside of the normal school 

working day i.e. 8.30am - 4.30pm. 

Staff will be expected to check Purple 

Mash, monitor the child’s engagement 

and give feedback at least 3x per week.  

 
School office to contact 
parents to ensure a test has 
been taken and to make sure 
that parents know to 
communicate test results to 
bursar@walgrave.northants-
ecl.gov.uk or 
bursar@pitsford.northants-
ecl.gov.uk 
 
If child is entitled to benefit-
related FSM ensure food 
made available. 
 
If child is vulnerable in any 
way, the DSL will ensure that 
appropriate agencies are 
notified and arrange for 
regular safe and well checks 
via a phone call from the DSL 
(record on myconcern). 
 
If a child does not engage 
after 5 working days, the 
school will contact parents to 
discuss obstacles and 
support.  

 
 

mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
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2. A group of children are self-isolating because of cases of coronavirus 
in their class  

Ongoing Support Safeguarding/SEND 

Communication 
The class teacher will upload work to 
Purple Mash for the family to access work 
from home. 
 
 
 
 
Delivering lessons  
The class teacher will share links to 
appropriate lessons Purple Mash and/or 
via Tapestry for Early Years.   
 
Feedback and submission of work  
Completed work should be uploaded 
onto Purple Mash. (or uploaded to 
Tapestry for EYFS).  Teachers can then 
review the work completed at least 3x 
per week. 
 
 
Staff wellbeing and workload  
Staff will not be expected to respond to 

work related emails or give pupil 

feedback outside of the normal school 

working day i.e. 8.30am - 4.30pm. 

School office to contact 
parents know to 
communicate test results to 
bursar@walgrave.northants-
ecl.gov.uk or 
bursar@pitsford.northants-
ecl.gov.uk 
 
If child is entitled to benefit-
related FSM ensure food 
made available. 
 
 
If any child is vulnerable in 
any way, the DSL will ensure 
that appropriate agencies are 
notified and arrange for 
regular safe and well checks 
via a phone call from the DSL 
(record on myconcern). 
 
Those not engaging with 
home learning are to receive 
a phone call from the class 
teacher to discuss the 
obstacles and support.  (If a 
child has not engaged for 5 
working days the class 
teacher will contact the 
family) 

 

 

 

mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
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3. A whole class is isolating because of an outbreak of coronavirus  

Ongoing Support Safeguarding/SEND 

Communication 
Teachers will email parents for the following 
day (after isolation begins) to clarify remote 
learning arrangements and expectations.  
 
Using the online learning platform Purple Mash, 
the class teacher will upload work as soon as 
they can to allow parents to see the learning 
materials prior to supporting their child/ren. 
Teaching assistants will be able to support the 
Class teacher in identifying resources.  
 
PPA 
Teachers are expected to take their PPA time as 
usual although potentially at a different time in 
the week. 
 
Delivering lessons  
The class teacher will share links to appropriate 
lessons Purple Mash and/or via Tapestry for 
Early Years.   
 
Feedback and submission of work  
Completed work should be uploaded on to 
Purple Mash to class teachers (or uploaded to 
Tapestry for EYFS).  Teachers can then review 
the work completed and ensure that the 
following day’s lesson addresses 
misconceptions etc. Teachers will be 
monitoring engagement, supporting and 
feeding back to children each working day.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents notified so they 
know to communicate test 
results to 
bursar@walgrave.northants-
ecl.gov.uk or 
bursar@pitsford.northants-
ecl.gov.uk 
 
If any children are entitled 
to benefit-related FSM 
ensure food made available. 
 
If any child is vulnerable in 
any way, the DSL will ensure 
that appropriate agencies 
are notified and arrange for 
regular safe and well checks 
via a phone call from the 
DSL (record on my concern). 
Weekly check-ins in place 
for pupils identified by the 
school as vulnerable. 
 
After 3 working days, those 
not engaging with home 
learning are to receive a 
phone call from the school 
to discuss the obstacles and 
the support needed by the 
family.  Teachers should 
refer to Remote Learning 
manager, SLT/DSL/SENCO as 
appropriate.  
 

mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@walgrave.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@pitsford.northants-ecl.gov.uk
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Staff wellbeing and workload  
Staff will not be expected to respond to work 

related emails or give pupil feedback outside of 

the normal school working day i.e. 8.30am - 

4.30pm. 

 
Staff illness 
In the event of teachers becoming ill, members 
of staff team will be ‘takeover’ the account to 
set work. 

Where children would 
normally receive additional 
support from SEND 
agencies, the SENDCO will 
make arrangements for 
those to continue. 

 

4. School closure because of an outbreak of coronavirus  

Ongoing Support Safeguarding/SEND 

Communication 
The Headteacher will email parents for the 
following day to clarify remote learning 
arrangements and expectations. Class teachers 
will then provide further details as appropriate 
via Purple Mash.  
 
PPA 
Teachers are expected to take their PPA time 
as usual although potentially at a different 
time in the week. 
 
Delivering lessons  
The class teacher will share links to 
appropriate lessons via Purple Mash and/or via 
Tapestry for Early Years.   
 
Feedback and submission of work  
Completed work should be uploaded onto 
Purple Mash to class teachers (or uploaded to 
tapestry for EYFS).  Teachers can then review 
the work completed and ensure that the 
following day’s lesson addresses 

Arrangements for any 
children who are entitled to 
benefit-related FSM to be 
organised. 
 
If any child is vulnerable in 
any way, the DSL will ensure 
that appropriate agencies are 
notified and arrange for 
regular safe and well checks 
via a phone call from the DSL 
(record on my concern). 
Weekly check ins in place for 
pupils identified by the 
school as vulnerable.  
 
After 3 working days, those 
not engaging with home 
learning are to receive a 
phone call from the school to 
discuss the obstacles and the 
support needed by the 
family. Teachers are to refer 
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misconceptions etc. Teachers will be 
monitoring engagement, supporting and 
feeding back to children each working day.  
 
Staff wellbeing and workload  
Staff will not be expected to respond to work 

related emails or give pupil feedback outside 

of the normal school working day i.e. 8.30am - 

4.30pm 

 
Staff illness 
In the event of teachers becoming ill, support 
staff will be required to ‘takeover’ the account 
with support from colleagues.  

to Remote learning manager, 
SLT/DLS/SENCO as 
appropriate. 
 
Where children would 
normally receive additional 
support from SEND agencies, 
the SENDCO will make 
arrangements for those to 
continue.  
 
The SENDCO will share 
appropriate Oak National 
SEND lessons with teachers 
who will disseminate 
accordingly. 
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Appendix One: 

Guidelines for home learning 

Children in EYFS are encouraged to read with an adult and suggested activities 
for home learning are to be found on Tapestry for EYFS (Oak/Class One) and 
Purple Mash. 

All children in Year 1 and above are expected (‘Must do’ tasks): 

 Daily Reading (as much and as often as you like!) 

 Daily English related activity (Purple Mash)  

 Daily Maths related activity (Mathletics and/or Purple Mash) 

Teachers will also set curriculum linked activities for children to choose from 
based on their topics they would be normally covering in school. 

We recommend that children in: 

Foundation Stage and Year One work in 3-5 short bursts of 5 – 20 mins on their 
academic work throughout the day.   

Year Two: 3 – 5 short bursts of 10 – 20 mins 

Year Three and Year Four: 3 – 5 slots of 10 – 25 mins 

Year Five and Year Six: 3 – 5 slots of 20 – 35 mins 

Teachers will set tasks on Purple Mash, Mathletics, Spelling Shed (and Spag.com 
Walgrave KS2 only) accordingly.   


