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rT'S TIIdE TO BUN,D

TI{E MACI]TNEffi IS SET UP

To'u are cordially lnvited to attend a speeial meeting for all shufJf-ers at
the Shanty on Sund.ay, Febnuary l:6, t969, at 3:00 pono

PurF'ose of the meeting is to be completely explained rrrhat wjl-I be done, show
rhat' the new shanty rilI look like, where it nill be located, and start
talcing subscri-ptions for stock to raise the necessary capitalo rf you rrvant

to continll'e as a club, to have the Jbn that ne have always had, it is
rritally important that ggry member be at this rneeting, if al e'n possibleo
so b:ring your checkbook and cone on out; eanrt fu[, we may even ta_lk
Haro.Ld in.bo calling a tip or twoo

Dan Sier.rens

Chairman-Building Finance Cornmi ttee



BACKGROIJND INFO

Fall 1()63 - Shufflers moved from Richland Community House to Highlands Skating Rink -4"' & LJ nion-Kennewick.

Fall 1965 - Skating Rink closed - Shufflers assumed full-time lease with owners of the building,
Highlarxl Improvement Assn. - the Shufflers board named the building "shuffler Shanty,,,
bfrcause,that's what it looked like.

Oct'lJ, 1968 -Notified by H.I.A. that road widening project by Benton County would cause
condemnation of the Shanty building. President Don Doescher asks "past presidents
Committr:e" (fortuitously established the previous year) to explore possible dance sites -see.atlactiedlistingofplacescontacted. 
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Nov 1968 - Since the foregoing contacts indicated that it was very probably going to cost $200

or more per month to rent, the group said, "we might as well put that -rch money into our
qwq hall.

Dec 1968 - Fresident appoints a 'Building Finance Committee', consisting of Dan Siemens
(chrmn.), Bob Bush (incumbent treasurer), Nester Wise (past presideni), Kurt Leeser,
Hla:old Little and Jim Vetrano.

Ian 19(i9 * Building Finance Committee sends notice requesting all Shufflers attend a special
xn€:stlng to be held Feb 16 at the 'old Shanty' - copy attached.

Feb 16, 1969'- With the aid of flip c'harts, each member of the Building Finance Committee
m.atle presentations to club mem'hers present. The Bldg. Fin.Comm. stated that if the
plans just presented met with approval, the goal was to raise $15,000. By the conclusion of
the meeting, $8.000 had been subscribed (pledged) ! Meeting agenda attached.

Mar 2'2., 1969 - Based on the confidence displayed at the meeting of the general membership,
subscriptions had reached $13,0110, and a grourrd-breaking ceremony was held this date.
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BUII.DING T}{E SHANTY

To build the hall, the Prairie L,and company sold stock and borrowed money tobuy the land and pay for mater:ials. Th; Shufflers donated all the labor...and there
was a lot of that required. The exception being,thaterection of trre block was doneby a' c:ontractor. -.can you imagine umpteen volunteers following a levelline !

The grounclbreaking ceremonlr w-as held on March 29, 1969. Five busy months
and nLany snack breaks and potlucks later (furnished by ouR GALS), the hall wasready in Aurgust to "dance in" our new hardwood flooi. Another two months werespelt finishLing touches on the interior; such as, doors for the restrooms &
cupboards and installing the suspended ceiling.

on octobe. 18tr a full day Gpv{ND OPENING was held and SHUFFLERS
SHA'I'ITY was officially in busriness . . . .fifty one (5 I ) squares in attendance.

..,4 LAIIOR OF LOVE"

F'or rnore dertails of the background, planning, organizing,securing use permits,
"milestones"'of the project, snapshots taken duriig construction und th" ,.Sharing
our lStory", refer to the HISTORY BOOK prepared for this 35th Anniversary.
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