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Saving Design 1 " = E )

Letterform Archive is a one-of-a-kind institution that is preserving
the history of graphic design for us all

By Terr Stone
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In some ways, graphic design has never been mare accessible. You only have to type a term into a search engine to get pages of results: wiki entries, Pinterest boards, and so on. But a

10801080 JPG can't compare to holding a printed type specimen in your hands, and there's so much missing from the Internet. That's why Letterform Archive is important,

The Archive is a non-profit, special-collections library in San Francisco. Its employees guide visitors through the thousands of objects. Unlike most other libraries of this kind, you can actually
tauch the items, even parchment from the 1400s, You can't do that on Google! (For those who can't visit in person, there's a growing digital collection, printed books, and even a few posters,

totes, and scarves.)

"Our scope is things with letters
on them. We have everything
from a cuneiform tablet to
seven-by-two-foot movie
Danners.’

The Archive houses everything from books to banners, periodicals to posters. "Our scope is things with
letters on them, and that can cover quite a wide gamut,” says Stephen Coles, associate curator and
editorial director. " Thene is the factor of space and what's practical to store and to show, but we have
everything from a cuneiform tablet all the way up to seven-by-two-foot movie banners” For some
examples, you'll find not onky the hnished piece, but also related process material, such as sketches,

iterations, or comps for clients

“The collection was onginally only 15,000 pieces,” notes libraran Kate Long. "MNow we have mone than
50000 pleces, which as the person who does a ot of the cataloging is overwhelming sometinmes, but its

also really exciting that all of these things can be in one place for people to find and explore”

The Letterform archive needs you. Be Extra Bold and become a member today.
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Visitors seek out the Archive for various reasons. "Maybe they're working on a branding project,” explaing
. ' ) A5500030¢ publisher Lucie Farker, WayDe they re doing a scnool assgnment. They schedule an
The fﬂ"trl::h lVE 5 Cl:l llECtlan has grﬂwn frDm 15'DDD appointrment, tell us what they're into, and our team figures out what we think would make them
objects to more than 50,000 and includes work-in-  happiest
prgr’ESS materl al as WE’“ as ﬂ nal DFII"I'EE'd plECES "We try to take this collection and literally get it in as many hands as possible” adds Johnny Avot-Smith,
director of development and operations. “We teach classes, and we give tours where people can actually
touch and feel the paper texture on everything from a medieval manuscript to a modem type specimen

that was pinted a Couple days ago.
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The small but dedicated staff deeply believe in the Archive's mission. “Wiitten language is all of our heritage” says Parker. " These
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pecies. It's important that people be able to come and understand the different ways stories have been told via design over the

centuries, We really want to help make the next generation of designers”

Letterform Archive and Adobe will soon join forces to bring the archive to you in the form of a regular column on the Create website

Checr back i Decernber for e frest instalinnent
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