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Beta Reader Application for Ballads from the Heart of the Loba-Bruja
by JC Revolt
A JC Revolt Publications Print
“Some books do not open for everyone.
Some wait for the right hands to touch them.”

Welcome, wandering soul.
You stand at the threshold of Ballads from the Heart of the Loba-Bruja — a living collection stitched together from grief, longing, hunger, devotion, rage, tenderness, ruin, myth, desire, memory, and the quiet violence of surviving yourself.
This is not a casual read.
Some pieces whisper. Some bite. Some sit beside you so gently you almost forget they are sharpening their teeth while they speak. Some feel like confessions written beneath candlelight. Others feel like wounds that learned how to sing.
Because of that, we are only accepting a limited number of Beta Readers for this stage of the manuscript. We are searching for readers who will genuinely connect with the atmosphere, emotional depth, strange heartbeat, and lingering wounds stitched into this work.
Those selected may be formally inducted as Witnesses of the Ballads — trusted readers invited to walk the candlelit corridors of the work before its final binding.
If selected, you may receive early access to individual pieces, full wings, or larger sections of the manuscript depending on the current stage of the project. Alongside the reading material, you will receive a guided feedback form — sometimes called an Archival “Scroll” within the halls of The Library — designed to help you leave meaningful and thoughtful responses without turning the experience into homework.
We are not asking for dissertations or perfectly polished critiques.
We want honesty.
We want emotional reactions.
We want to know what lingered in your chest after reading. What haunted you. What confused you. What made you ache. What line followed you into the silence afterward. What made you feel seen. What refused to leave you alone once the page was turned.
Selected Beta Readers should be comfortable engaging with emotionally heavy material and willing to provide feedback within the requested reading window shared upon selection.
Materials distributed through The Library are considered unreleased archival recoveries and are not to be publicly shared, reposted, distributed, or discussed outside approved channels unless otherwise permitted.
Please answer honestly and thoroughly.
There are no perfect answers here.
Only honest ones.

✧ BASIC INFORMATION ✧
Name / Preferred Name:
Age:
Email Address:
Preferred Pronouns (optional):
Country / Time Zone:
Social Media Handles or Reader Platforms (optional):
(Bookstagram, Goodreads, TikTok, etc.)


✧ INTRODUCE YOURSELF ✧
Tell us a little about yourself…
Who are you beyond this application? What kinds of things do you love? What kind of reader are you? What draws you toward dark, emotional, poetic, strange, or haunting works like this one?
This does not need to be formal. Let us meet the soul behind the answers.

✧ THE THRESHOLD ✧
1. What pulled you toward Ballads from the Heart of the Loba-Bruja?
What about this project caught your attention or made you want to apply?

2. What kinds of books, poetry, or themes do you normally gravitate toward?
Select all that apply (if desired).
· Dark Poetry
· Literary Horror
· Gothic Atmosphere
· Emotional / Raw Confessional Writing
· Dark Fantasy
· Mythic or Magical Themes
· Romance with Teeth
· Psychological Themes
· Grief & Healing Narratives
· Experimental Structure
· Queer Narratives
· Feminine Rage / Sacred Rage
· Monstrous or Feral Narrators
· Spiritual / Existential Themes
· Atmospheric Storytelling
· Other:


3. This collection explores emotionally heavy themes including grief, longing, obsession, identity struggles, trauma, emotional volatility, religious wounds, hunger, death imagery, and psychologically intense material.
Are you comfortable engaging with difficult subject matter?
· Yes
· No
· Somewhat (please explain)
By continuing this application, you acknowledge that this project may contain emotionally difficult material and understand the importance of stepping away if needed for your wellbeing.

4. Are there any themes, subjects, or topics you prefer to avoid while reading?
This may include specific triggers, emotional boundaries, or material you would prefer to be warned about beforehand.

5. Do you enjoy books that are emotionally immersive and intentionally unsettling?
· Yes
· No
· Sometimes
If yes, what makes those reading experiences meaningful to you?

6. Have you been a Beta Reader before?
· Yes
· No
If yes, what do you believe makes feedback truly useful to a writer? What separates thoughtful feedback from shallow reactions?


7. What makes you a reliable beta reader?
Tell us how you normally approach reading commitments, deadlines, or feedback expectations for projects like this.

✧ THE LANTERN TEST ✧
8. When reading a piece of writing, what matters most to you?
Choose as many as apply:
· Emotional Impact
· Atmosphere
· Prose Quality
· Character Voice
· Symbolism
· Pacing
· Originality
· Worldbuilding
· Poetic Language
· Brutal Honesty
· Clarity
· Emotional Realism
· Other:

9. Tell us about a line, poem, book, or passage that has stayed with you long after reading it.
Why do you think it remained with you?

10. What kind of feedback reader are you?
· Emotional Reaction Focused
· Big Picture Focused
· Detail Oriented
· Atmosphere & Tone Focused
· Character & Emotional Depth Focused
· Line-Level Commentary
· A Mix of Everything

11. Are you comfortable giving honest feedback even if something does not work for you?
· Yes
· No
If needed, are you comfortable explaining why something did not work rather than simply saying you disliked it?

12. What makes you continue reading a book that emotionally devastates you?

✧ THE ARCHIVIST’S QUESTIONS ✧
13. Some pieces in this collection are fragmented, symbolic, intimate, strange, layered, or emotionally raw.
Do you enjoy work that asks the reader to feel before fully understanding?
· Yes
· No
· Depends
Explain if you'd like:

14. Do you enjoy works that intentionally leave certain questions unanswered?
· Yes
· No
· Depends
Why?

15. Do you prefer writing that feels polished and restrained, or writing that feels alive, dangerous, intimate, and emotionally exposed?
Can both exist together?
Why?

16. What instantly disconnects you from a book, poem, or collection?

17. Some pieces within this project may shift in tone between softness, rage, grief, intimacy, humor, brutality, tenderness, or surrealism.
Do sudden emotional or tonal shifts interest you as a reader?
· Yes
· No
· Depends
Explain if you'd like:

18. If selected, are you willing to complete the provided feedback Scroll within the requested timeframe?
· Yes
· No
· Maybe (please explain):

✧ FINAL CONFESSIONAL ✧
“The deeper sections of The Library ask for honesty.”
19. Why do you believe you would be a good fit for this project?
Take your time…

20. What do you hope to feel when reading a collection like this?

21. Would you potentially be interested in future ARC teams, street teams, future beta reading opportunities, or other archival projects from JC Revolt Publications?
· Yes
· No
· Maybe

22. Is there anything you would like us to know that was not covered in this application?
This space is yours.
You may share reading preferences, boundaries, experiences with similar works, accessibility needs, personal connections to themes within the project, or anything else you feel matters.

23. If selected as a Witness of the Ballads, how would you prefer to receive your assigned pieces and archival materials?
Select all that apply or elaborate if needed:
· Email
· Direct Message (Social Media)
· Discord
· Google Docs Access
· PDF Files
· Printed Mail (if ever offered for special archival materials)
· Other:
If applicable, please include usernames, handles, or preferred contact details for the methods selected above.

✧ SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS ✧
Once your application has been completed, return it to The Archive Offcie for review.
All completed applications, future correspondence, and Witness-related communications should be sent to:
The Archive Office at librariesarchiveoffice@gmail.com
Please include “Witness of the Ballads Application” somewhere in the subject line so the librarians may properly catalog your submission within the archives.
After submission, applications will be reviewed by The Library staff. Due to the volume of wandering souls seeking entry into the archive, responses may a few days.
If selected, further instructions will arrive from The Archive alongside your next steps toward possible induction as a Witness of the Ballads.

✧ CLOSING NOTICE ✧
Not every soul who applies will be chosen for this round of beta reading.
Some readers are meant for certain doors. Some stories require very particular hands to carry them gently through the dark.
If selected, you will receive access instructions, a Witness Library Card, archival materials, and the guided feedback scroll created for this experience.
Some Witnesses may later be invited deeper into restricted corridors of the archive as future recoveries emerge from The Library of Ash & Hunger.
Until then—Be careful what follows you home after turning the page.
— JC Revolt, Grand Curator of The Library of Ash & Hunger

