
































ABSORBED IN SOLVING a
knotty problem  with the
checkers, these future Scintill-
ites were totally unaware of
the fact that they were des-
tined to appear in these col-
umns. Photo was snapped by
Norm Meagley at the USO
Building . . . further proof that
our USO Recreation Center
provides entertainment and re-
laxation for young and old
alike.

Service Emblems (/rom pages)

tecting whatever funds he brought up
with him. Albert Egli, who was with the
organization during 1921 in New York,
joined it again in December, 1925, in
Sidney. Tom Fagan stayed in New York
a while longer, for he was afraid that
he might lose contact with his prospec-
tive customers should he leave the me-
tropolis. Fritz Scheidegger kept on in
Chicago, chasing motor coaches on his
motorcycle, always prepared to help them
out when they had contact point trouble,
or an occasional coil failure.

“Actual manufacturing operations were
started in February, 1926, and in Sep-
tember we delivered the first 6 Sidney-
made Scintilla magnetos.

“The schedule we had to meet in those
days was such that only a small part of
the available buildings was used. For quite
a time we had enough empty space left
to hold boxing matches in the factory

. after hours, of course! These events
were greatly enjoyed by everybody, es-
pecially when one or the other of the
contestants became more serious than was
intended.

“Gradually, section by section, then
floor by floor, became filled with ma-
chinery and work benches. Not all the in-
stallations were ideal, as some of the tool-
makers will remember when we had the
Tool Room on the second floor, and they
had to stop all finish grinding work when-
ever a freight train went by.

“Bob Graham, and those who were
with him in the Experimental Department
during the famous period of Motion Pic-
ture Machine developments, will undoubt-
edly remember the set-ups we had to
work with; but we always found a way
to make the best of what we had. And
when we finally were all in new build-
ings of brick and steel, and had new ma-
chinery to work with, we at times missed

some of the difficulties we had to contend’

with in days gone by.

“I am sure when finally Spring comes
around, that some of us will even miss the
shrilling of our former neighbors, the
thousands of peepers, which lived in the
swampy surroundings of the old factory.

“We were all set and ready to go places
when the bottom dropped out of business
in ’29. We all remember the long, lean
years that followed. However, even dur-
ing the worst of the depression we were
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fortunate in being able to keep the or-
ganization together and working. True,
some of you worked only four days a
week, but even this was quite an accom-
plishment by comparison with many other
factories which had no work for weeks
at a time, or had to close altogether.

“Gradually and steadily business began
to climb out of the pit. Our sales in-
creased, our payroll grew, and our plant
enlarged. Then we began to feel the im-
pact of war orders from abroad, followed
by the additional pressure of National De-
fense orders from our own Armed Forces.

“On December 7, 1941, came the sneak
attack on Pearl Harbor, and the next
day we were at war. From then on, we
bent every effort to the production of
more and more of our products so vitally
reeded for our planes, tanks, and marine
engines . . . and for Victory!

“It was not long after war started that
vacant places began to appear at the
benches, machines and desks . . . in fact,
some who under other -circumstances
would be here with us tonight are with
our Armed Forces in Africa, in England,
in Australia, wherever we have fighting
fronts. Our best wishes are with them.

“Most of this history of Scintilla is also
your history. Your time and efforts have
contributed to the development of this
enterprise. During these years it was you
who furnished the knowledge, skill, and
experience that made it possible for this
organization to grow to its present size.

“The group gathered here tonight also
represents the foundation on which the

Employee’'s Son Commended
For Rescue

Mrs. Gertrude Smith, Dept. 46, em-
ployee on the Third Shift, recently learned
that her son, Hugh, had been commended
by his Commander for his part in saving
the life of a pilot who had crash-landed
in the sea.

According to the report, Hugh was part
of a crew that were near the spot where
the plane landed. When it became appar-
ent that the plane was about to crash, the
coxswain detailed a member to dive over-

- board and bring the pilot to safety. For

some unexplained reason, the man as-
signed to the job failed to act in time,
so Smith went overboard with nearly all
of his clothes on, and succeeded in rescu-
ing the dazed pilot. His quick action re-
sulted in a special commendation from
his Commanding Officer.

Arlene Smith, Hugh’s sister, works in
Department 15. His father is an Officer
in the Navy.

all familiar with the past. I believe that
the future holds even more promise for
us.

“Aviation will continue its world-wide
expansion after victory is won, and wher-
ever it goes there is also a place for our
products and a potential market for new
ideas and new developments in Ignition
and Diesel Fuel Injection Equipment.

“There is much hard work to be done
yet in this connection, but I am confident
that here is the group that can be trusted
to do it thoroughly and successfully.”

Editor’s Note: See May issue for photos

future of Scintilla will be built. We are of Service Emblem Award dinner.
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Hot Stuff

Many of us have heard of Rene Pittet’s
pet racing boat, but few of us have actu-
ally seen it. So with Spring gradually
sneaking up on us, we decided to stop pub-
lishing snow scenes and jump right into
Summer, with the above result . . . Rene
and the demon of Otsego Lake.

The boat is a 16 ft. “Criss Craft,” spe-
cial racing model, powered with a 131
H.P. motor. It seats six people . . . four in
front and two in the mother-in-law com-
partment. According to Mr. Pittet, the
bow is broad enough for a pienic lunch
spread, and is quite often used for that
purpose.

No charge for the publicity, Rene . . .
but we won’t turn down a ride around the
lake next Summer, if you’ll just say when.

Incidentally, Mr. Pittet had not been
absent from work through illness for
nearly 17 years . . . until the week of
March 1st. Then the gremlins got him.
He was out for three days with bronchitis.

Walter Eherts, a registered male nurse,
joined the First Aid Department staff on
March 10th. Mr. Eherts comes to us with
considerable previous experience in his
field of work. He is a most welcome addi-
tion to this busy department.
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We Nominate . . .

For meritorious service
on the home front, we
nominate George W. Mec-
Keever (16-18) as this
month’s “Man You Ought
to Know.”

Mr. McKeever has spent
36 of his working years in
Sidney . . . 20 years with
Julius Kayser & Co., silk
manufacturers, and 16
years with Scintilla.

Uncle Sam has just
cause to be proud of Mr.
McKeever. Although his
age prevents him from
serving his country in the
armed forces, nevertheless
he is setting an example
of all-out effort through
his purchase of War
Bonds.

As we go to press, he has in his pos-
session War Bonds with a maturity value
of $8,000 and has laid cash on the line for
an additional $2,000 worth, although he
has not yet received the Bonds for the
latter amount.

Our congratulations to Mr. McKeever
for this splendid service to his country!

Flash! Latest report states purchase of
another Bond brings his holdings to
$11,000!

We must quickly learn to under-
stand it. For only then can we look
beyond the horizons of the present
toward the future and its promise.

One thing is already as clear as
though written in mile-high letters
in the sky. Our growing air power is
today becoming a mighty weapon in
our hands for Victory. Tomorrow it
will be one of the implements with
which freedom-loving nations can
help build and enforce an enduring
peace.

—+:ALONG THE AISLES —

To the "Scintillator':

May we take this opportunity to
compliment those responsible for do-
ing a magnificent job of planning on
the occasion of the Service Award
Dinner and entertainment.

Signed:

Admirers of a Job Well Done

ROBERT E. DAVIS, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
mund Davis, both em-
ployed at Scintilla, is
undergoing training at
the Great Lakes Naval
Training School.
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PYVT. MYLARD E.
WEBSTER, a former
employee of Dept. 14,
is now stationed at an
Army Air Base in
Louisiana. Since enter-
ing the Army Air
Forces on Sept. 3,
1942, he has been re-
ceiving technical train-
ing at Army Technical
Schools in the West
and Middle West.

HE HAS GRADUATED
from an airplane me-
chanic school in Ne-
braska, and also from
the Ford Aviation
School, Dearborn,
Mich., where he com-
pleted an advanced
course qualifying him
as an Aircraft Engine
Specialist.

APPARENTLY Pvt.
Webster has been
keeping tabs on the
folks at home . . . he
was recently married
to Miss Barbara Ting-
ley of the Spark Plug

Dept.

FORMERLY employed
in Dept. 63, Corporal
Dominick "Punchy" Au-
gust is now doing his
bit in the armed forces
at an Army Air Base
in the State of Wash-
ington.

WANTED TO BUY —OId and Foreign
Coins and Bills. J. E. DeTemple, En-
gineering Dept. .
WANTED TO BUY—One bicycle con-
structed well enough to hold 200 pounds
of me. Robert Doud, Dept. II.

°

WANTED—A 12-14 foot row boat in
first class condition. Lillian Palmer, Line
53, 3-11 Shift. ®
FOR SALE—One 6 H. P. motor, almost
new. Inquire of Dominic Spinelli, Sidney.
Dept. 16 (16-621), First Shift.

)

TWO-FAMILY HOUSE FOR SALE or ex-
change for smaller house. Location, 3
Maple Ave., Sidney, N. Y. See owner,
Rudolph Pataki (Dept. 22) for full de-
tails. . €
TWO-FAMILY HOUSE FOR SALE—In-
cludes 2 bathrooms, 5 bedrooms, 2
kitchens, 3 living rooms, | back room, |
large hall upstairs, | front hall, new
double garage, 3 gardens, | hen house.
For information inquire of Walter Da-
vis (Dept. 22), Unadilla, N. Y.

°

WANTED TO BUY—Light boat suitable
for Outboard Motor. Call Charles Arliss,
Ext. 402, Industrial Engineering Dept.

°

FOR SALE—Good rabbit dog . . . |
year old, broken. Dash—Beagle Breed.
Lawrence Larrabee (11-211) & P.M.-5
A.M. Shift, Nineveh, N. Y.

'

FOR SALE—Farm with poor barn, on
contract to defense worker who wishes
eventually to become a farmer. Inquire
27-288. °

LOST—A ladies' Hamilton Wrist Watch.
Lost on Scintilla grounds or in plant.
Reward offered for return to Gladys Mul-
wane, Dept. 23.
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ShﬂVings (from page 10)

Navy College Training Course exams. Good
luck, Hank.

Alice Smith, whose engagement we an-
nounced last month, will be Mrs. Liquori by
the time you read this.

John Blakesly recently joined our ranks.
He will work in Mold Design.

We almost forgot to mention that Lou
Grasso and Martha Elwood became engaged
about three weeks ago. Best of luck to the
both of them.

Tool Room Notes

“Ken” and “Murph” say “Two can live as
cheaply as one . . . if two can find a place
to live as cheaply as one.”

Shirley Hubble is now Assistant Clerk for
John. If he has trouble with his book-work
now, it will ‘Shirley’ be Hubble trouble.

“Bob” seems “Vera” happy to see his wife
walking down the aisle.

The main aisle through the Tool Room
looks straight, but it’s usually full of curves.
P.S. Wow!

We wonder if the boys in 17 open the
windows for fresh air, or to see “Paul Bun-
yan” Herlov put on his mackinaw.

Glad to see “Curley” back to work. Cor-
rection—glad to see “Curley” back.

Toolers! Please give news for the Scintil-
lator to Charlie “McGee” Kelley. After re-
lease of the April Edition, he will be wearing
a catcher’s mask.

DOVILIOA.BAL-
DONI, HA 1/C, for-
merly of Dept. 34, is
now at a Naval Base
in Virginia. He en-
listed in the Navy
September 10, 1942.

Cost Control Chatter
By “Uncle Van”

The opening of the Trout season failed to
produce an over-abundance of enthusiasm
amongst Kleiner’s Kids. Elmer (Daddy)
Dann and Bob McCauley had a trip planned
but forfeited to old man weather without a
struggle. Ernie Haskell did brave the ele-
ments on Sunday but from what we hear, he
went along for the ride.

Congratulations, to Elmer and Mrs. Dann.
A nice, healthy daughter born March 28th,
Mary Louise.

We all sincerely hope that the encourage-
ment received in the cable by “Dot” Fawcett
folks proves to be well founded. There is a
possibility that her brother, Lt. “Dick”

. Brown, recently awarded the Silver Star as

1st Pilot of the bomber “Maggie” may be
alive and a  prisoner somewhere in Europe.
He has been missing since March 22nd.
“Dom” Chilletti left us to join the Armed
Forces Thursday, April 1st. Dom was given
a send off at a steak dinner held at the John-
son City steak shop and was presented with a
money belt containing all the dimes we could

get in. Our best wishes follow “Dom” and we
know he will make as good a man for his
Uncle Sam as he did for Scintilla.

We have had more than our share of wrong
door cases. Norma Utter and Tom Butler were
previous offenders. Norman Chow is the
most recent. Ye old scribe trusts this will not
develop to epidemic proportions or become
contagious.

We are glad to see: Ed Kleiner back to
work after his recent battle with a severe
cold.

Ditto—Bob McCauley.

Marie Ferguson from her trip to California.

The robins.

A cordial welcome to all the newcomers in
our midst.

How about a game of horseshoes, Ed? Your
partner is in the “Pink.”

Our bowling team did not fare too well
but with good weather coming I think we
could give a good account of ourselves in
horseshoes, softball and possibly golf. Any-
one interested, see your uncle and maybe
something can be fixed up.

Department 57
By Kenneth Palmer

Charles Shofkom, 57-101, was out a few
days recently with a bad cold.

Among employees to check out recently
from Dept. 57 were the following: Charles
Hall, to take up farm work, and Bernice
Brazzee, for an operation and rest. Edna Bul-
lock has been transferred to Dept. 23.

Recent newcomers to Dept. 57 are Mabel
Larson and Milford Garrison.

Can You Imagine: Charlie Shofkom with-
out his chewing tobacco? Virginia Stout not
living up to her last name? Cecil Ballard
without his hunting pants? Reg Dawson with
a clerk on line 57 for a change? A perfect
attendance on at least one shift for one day?
“Red” Owens in anything but a good humor?
Any girl beating Fred Smith at magic tricks?
Everyone investing at least TEN PER CENT
IN WAR BONDS?

Flash! Charlie Shofkom tells us he has
bought a 120-acre farm, four and a half
miles out of Wellsbridge on the Gilbertsville
road. After the war he plans to retire there
and run the farm.

Congratulations to the former Mary Ann
La Monica, Dept. 57, who was recently mar-
ried. She is an Inspector on Line 57.

The SCINTILLATOR



L. 8. 8. Boise’s Combat Report Tells How War Workers
Helped in Her Historic Exploit

The following story is based on an actual combat report on the performance
of various types of equipment carried on the U. S. S. BOISE in her spectacular
victory at Cape Esperance. Speaking purely from the record, it tells—in our
fighting men’s own words—how efficient equipment may prove to be the margin
between triumph and defeat in a great battle. War workers who read it should
gain a clearer conception of the importance of their individual effort.

“Many an American production worker, thousands of miles from the scene
of action, played a leading role in bringing back the cruiser BOISE from her
death duel with six Jap warships.”

That emphatic assertion made by “Iron Mike” Moran, the BOISE’S gal-
lant captain, highlighted a comprehensive combat report which revealed for the
first time the full details of the unfailing durability and accuracy of American
equipment in the actual test of battle.

“] wish the men and women who made our binoculars could have seen a
Jap cruiser explode through them,” the report of a gunnery officer stated, for
example, pointing out the invaluable assistance provided by American-made op-
tical equipment. “We did—and it was a beautiful sight.” Similar enthusiastic
approval occurs in the general report regarding all types of equipment used.

The saga of the BOISE is known to all America today. Her reputation as a
“one-ship fleet” was well earned in the twenty-seven minutes of action off Cape
Esperance on the night of October 11-12, when her guns helped to send six en-
emy warships to the bottom.

But even more miraculous than her offensive record was the feat of bringing
the BOISE back. Indeed, when she flashed her recognition to the rest of the
task force in the inky pre-dawn blackness following the battle, the Admiral in
charge sent three additional queries from his flagship before he actually assured
himself of the BOISE’S identity.

There was good reason for his skepticism. For the BOISE had received hits
from no less than eleven enemy ‘“straddles.” She had taken an 8-inch shell
through her hull below the water line and several 5-inch shells for good measure.
When last seen, her mast-high flames were so intense that the Admiral com-
manding the task force reported:

“The fire on the forecastle of the BOISE was so intense and of such size
that we feared that she was lost.”

The BOISE was doing 20 knots when she coasted back into formation. Her
fires were out. Her damaged bulkheads were shored up. Her holes were plugged
with bedding. Pumps had sucked out much of the water she had taken in.

It is almost 10,000 miles from the scene of the battle to the Philadelphia
Navy Yard via Panama Canal. It took the BOISE a full month but she made
it under her own steam. Credit for her survival must go to her fighting crew and,
to no less a degree, to the complete seaworthiness of the ship itself in every
detail. That is why Captain Moran says:

“The men of the BOISE are proud of the way she stood up, proud to share
credit for her survival with the thousands of Americans ashore who built into
her and her equipment those qualities of durability and accuracy which sus-
tained the BOISE throughout the test of the battle and the gruelling weeks that
followed. They want every one of their countrymen to be fully aware of the
part they played in keeping her afloat.”

Department by department, officer by officer, the men on the BOISE
stepped forward to pay tribute to their compatriots on the production line and
to tell first-hand stories of the exceptional performance of their particular equip-
ment in the BOISE’S fight for life.

There was, for instance, the report on the faultless performance of the
BOISE’S four 25000 H. P. marine turbines, which brought the hard-hitting
cruiser—‘“‘battered by gunfire, scorched by flames, and well-nigh saturated from
the seas that poured through her wounds”—back safe on her three-weeks’ home-
ward voyage. The report tells of “a piece of shell fragment that went through

(continued on page 16)

for APRIL

PVT. FREDERICK S.
TOWNSEND, stationed
with a Military Police
Unit in Michigan, is the
son of Morris B. Town-"
send, Dept. 10, and was
formerly employed in
the Inspection Dept.
(23-556). He entered
the Army December Ist,
1942.

Dear Friends of Scintilla:

I wish to thank you for the won-
derful gift and many good wishes
you gave me for a speedy recovery.

I am very grateful and hope to be
back with you very soon. I should
love to hear from all of you.

Lemora Axtell (Dept. 63)
Maryland, N. Y.

I wish to thank all concerned for
the grand way I was remembered
when we lost our home by fire on
the 27th of February.

George S. Welch (7-179)
and Family

To Maintenance Department

I, Clifford Miner, wish to express
my appreciation to the fellows in the
Maintenance Department, and the
electricians, for the swell gifts and
party they gave me on my entering
the Navy. I will do my best for Uncle
Sam, and you fellows at Scintilla
may rest assured that you will al-

ways be on my mind.
Clifford Miner

My sincere thanks to all of my
Scintilla associates who so kindly re-
membered me with flowers, gifts,
cards, letters, etc., during my recent
illness.

Ann J. Olmstead
Receptionist

I wish to thank all my friends
from Scintilla for the sum of money
I received. Also Dept. 27 and all
others who helped.

Mr. Charles J. Flyzik
and Family

To the employees of Scintilla who
work on Lines 40, 41, 42, 43, 44
and 48, I wish to express my thanks
for your kindness and sympathy in
our recent bereavement.

Bernard Manderville
(42-78)
and Children
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Employee Participation in War
Bond Purchases Maintains
High Level

Since June 30, 1942, when the percent-
age of Scintilla employees buying War
Bonds hit the 91.68% mark, the level has
remained consistently above the 90%
figure.

This is an excellent record, and our
employee family is to be congratulated
on this excellent showing. It proves that
we are applying our money, as well as
our skill, to the job of removing the Axis
from power.

However, we still have a target to
shoot at . . . that big 100% total. Which
means that everyone must be on record
as a Bond Buyer. It’s up to you, men
and women of Scintilla! America needs
your full backing now, more than ever
before.

The following percentages, covering the
past year, show the progress that has
been made by employee participation in
War Bond purchases. Percentages are
based on total number of Scintilla em-

ployees.

Month * % of Employees
March 31, 1942 50.31
April 30, 1942 74.60
May 31, 1942 81.54
June 30, 1942 91.68
July 31, 1942 95.15
August 31, 1942 94.90
September 30, 1942 94.07
October 31, 1942 92.22
November 30, 1942 92.47
December 31, 1942 93.26
January 31, 1943 93.14
February 28, 1943 93.22

March 31, 1943 ?4.09

"Dig or Diet" say these war-minded Scipﬁl-
lites as they select seeds for their victory
Gardens . . . a good example for all of us
i to follow.

L. to R.: Alice Cody—Dept. 16; Wayne John-
ston—Dept. 45, and Pauline Rode—Dept. 23.

Back to World War |

HARRY DARR (41-
49), as he appeared
during World War |,
1918 to be exact,
when he was serving
as Ship's Cook, 3rd
Class, in the U. S.
Navy. He saw duty
from Dec. 15, 1917,
to August 15, 1919,
and trained at the
U. S. Naval Train-
ing Station, New-
port, R. I

BESIDES DUTY on other ships and stations, he saw

active service on the U. S. S. "Columbia," an

Admiral's Flagship. The Columbia was a four-

stack, destroyer-type coal burning cruiser, carry-

ing a complement of 625 officers and men. It was

used for convoy duty between New York and
Brest, France.

SEVEN CONVOYS, of 45 to 55 ships, were safely

escorted across the Atlantic by the "Columbia."

At a very critical time, this same ship escorted

a heavily laden troop convoy to Halifax, N. S.

Included in this convoy were two of the world's

largest troop transports, the "Leviathan' and
"Great Northern."

What Scintilla Means
By Charles Nevins
Masonville, N. Y.

S—Stands for Sidney . . . the rising boom town,
C—Stands for Courtesy . . . from Mayor right on
down.
|—For Inquire . . . for Work and good pay,
N—Stands for Never a dull working day.
T—Stands for Total, we mean Total War,
|—Isolation, that word we abhor.
L—Is for Loyalty, each gives his share,
L—This "L" for Love for our Boys over there.
A—As in Army nAvy, mArines . . .

The Axis knows now what SCINTILLA means!

PVT.CHARLES W.
MacGILLIVRAY, now
with a Medical De-
tachment at a Central
New York Air Base,
was an employee of
Line 48 during his
days at Scintilla.

Robert Carlson, formerly of Dept. 63,
writes that he has been promoted from
Private First Class to the rank of Cor-
poral. He is stationed at an Ordnance
Base in Virginia.

U. S. S. Boise (from page 15)

the intake screen of the No. 1 blower,
then into the Vanes. In spite of this the
blower continued to operate and maintain
required pressure for a full fire during
the entire trip.”

Similar was the record of her portable
pumps, which worked “continuously for
four days without failure,” sucking out
the flooding waters that rushed through
the gaping hole torn in her hull below the
water line by an 8-inch enemy shell.

Had either the propulsion machinery or
the pumps failed, an illustrious fighting
ship and her gallant survivors of the
battle would never have had the chance
to fight again. The same thing applies
to the functioning of the BOISE’S steer-
ing equipment which, despite the terrific
pounding taken by the ship, operated with
remarkable precision both during and
after the battle. The combat report re-
lates:

“At the height of the battle, the 5-inch
control officer received a report from one
of the guns—‘Torpedo starboard!—He
sent word to the bridge, and the rudder
was put hard over, to bring the ship ona
parallel course to it. The torpedo slipped
by the BOISE’S bow. Had the steering
unit not responded perfectly, the result
would have been a direct hit. The ma-
neuver likewise saved the ship from a
second ‘fish’ which immediately afterward
passed harmlessly by the stern.”

It was American skill and sweat, put
into this equipment by the workers on
the production lines, that made it efficient
and fool-proof.

Then there was the high praise for the
quality of the ammunition the workers in
ordnance plants are producing for the
Navy. Here is what a BOISE gunnery
officer had to say about it: “Our ammu-
nition worked when we opened fire on the
enemy ships. When you’re working a gun,
you can’t keep from wondering whether
or not your shells are going to be effective
or duds. We opened fire on the Jap ships.
They caught fire—they exploded—they
went down. As long as we continue to get
ammunition like that, you can count on
us to come through.”

Consider, too, this first-hand comment
on other ordnance material on the ship—
the electric motors and hydro-electric
drives powering such 5-inch gun equ.p-
ment as ammunition hoists, loading gear,
rammers, ete. The following describes the
ruggedness of 5-inch gun motors: “This
equipment operated under almost unbe-
lievably difficult conditions during the 27-
minute action. Splashes from accurate
enemy gunfire covered the motors with
water and in many instances their cases
were penetrated by shell fragments. But

. they operated beautifully throughout the

engagement as long as electrical circuits
remained intact.”

DEPOSIT COURIER €O., INC., DEPOSIT, N. Y.
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