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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Activity Instruction Sheet
Pioneering Activity
Supervising Adults/Explorers should have read the risk assessment for this activity before running.
Equipment required:  4 x Pioneering Spars, 20x lashing ropes, Instruction sheets, marking sheet
Description of Activity
The Pioneering activity is a 20 minute instructional with patrols given points on how well the whole patrol are able to demonstrate square lashings of two spars in the time given.
Activity Set Up Instructions
Select a good flat grass area that is clear from overhead and other obstructions.  
Instructions for Participants
Lay out the two spars in a V-shape.
Start with a clove hitch on one spar
Wrap the spare loose end around the working rope before starting
Follow under-over-under-pattern for 5 turns keeping the rope tight-ish
Change direction and do 5 frapping turns, tightening every half-turn
Finish with a clove hitch
Test the lashing, untie for the next person to demonstrate

If Patrol already know how to lash get them to build an A frame and walk it (without Scouts) up the field a short way – if still not satisfied teach them some new knots
	Risk Assessment

	What could go wrong?
	What is Risk from it?
	Who is at risk?
	What are you going to do about it?

	Slips, trips and falls
	Slips, trips and fall related injuries
	Young people, adult volunteers and visitors
	Keep activity area tidy, be careful about loose ropes and spars.

	Heavy equipment
	Possible injuries from spars dropped on feet or by accidental impact when carrying.
	Young people, adult volunteers and visitors
	Encourage safe manual handling of spars, minimise the movements required with spars by keeping spar pairs in two locations.

	Rope injuries
	Abrasions from rope burn or cuts from pulling it through hands. Misuse of ropes.
	Young people, adult volunteers and visitors
	Brief Scouts on not misusing ropes. If rope being used in the wrong way the activity must be stopped.
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Have you got what it takes?

Horley Scoit Camp
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THE INTERNATIONAL GUILD OF KNOT TYERS
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Square Lashing
Original Drawing By
Percy W Blandford
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