
 
 

April 24, 2022 

Selectboard  
Town of Williston 
7900 Williston Road 
Williston, VT  05495 
 
RE:  Essex Alliance Property, Form Based Code 
 
Selectboard members, 
 
I am writing to outline concerns regarding the proposed Form Based Code changes being proposed in 
Williston.  I do think that the Selectboard should review the proposal carefully, provide feedback and 
changes to the Planning Commission prior to warning a public hearing.   
 
Further, I am requesting that the Essex Alliance property be removed from the Form Based Code area.  
Here are the reasons why: 
 

- Our team started working on this project in July, 2020 with the Town Planning Staff.  Obviously, 
this was prior to any knowledge about the specifics of FBC and how it would affect this property.   
 

- Over the past 12 months, we created a plan that follows the parameters of the Unified 
Development Bylaw that was in effect, and continues to be.   This included multiple design 
meetings, engineering, and land planning exercises.   

 
- Snyder Homes submitted an application to the Development Review Board in August, 2021.  The 

project was reviewed in September, and received Pre-Application-approval in September, 2021.  
 

- Our proposed project optimizes the density allowed on the property and includes multiple types 
of homes, including affordable homes and a senior living facility.    

 
- The Town’s permitting process requires that all residential projects receive Growth 

Management in a review that is only held during each March.  
 

- We did receive a majority of the growth allocations needed for the project in March, 2022.   
 

- Because of the Town’s prescribed development review and Growth Management process, 
Snyder Homes could not submit our Discretionary Permit Application until now.   

 



- The change to Form Based Code for projects that were in the Town’s permitting process is not 
fair or reasonable.  The Town should not substantially change the regulations while an 
application is in process. 

 
- You should allow our project to utilize the existing Unified Development Bylaw. 

  
Why should this be removed: 
 

- Fairness to the property owner and developer. 
 
- This property is located outside of the core density of Taft Corners.  It is removed from Taft 

Corners, separated by a variety of existing commercial, mixed use, and residential development. 
 

- This property is on the northerly edge of the designated growth center and the Taft Corners 
zoning district.  The existing pattern of development has been established, and should be 
continued in this area.   

 
- This property abuts the Allen Brook, and the current development patterns should be 

maintained to protect this resource similar to what has happened along the brook.  
  

- The regulating plan does not take into account the existing conditions on the property.  
 

For the reasons noted above, I am requesting that the Selectboard  allow our project to utilize the 
existing Unified Development Bylaw or be removed from the Form Based Code area. 
 
The Selectboard has the right and responsibility to direct the Planning Commission to remove this 
property from Form Based Code Review.   
 
I would appreciate some time to address any questions or concerns about this request at your 
informational meeting in May.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Snyder 
Snyder Homes 


