
1

Emily Heymann

From: DWIGHT ROESER <ddroeser@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 9:31 PM
To: Matthew Boulanger; Emily Heymann
Subject: Williston Planning Commission

CAUTION: This message was sent from outside the Town’s email system. Use caution when opening external links/attachments. 
When in doubt don’t click and follow up accordingly. 

Dear Planning Commission Members,  

I know you are wrapping up the Taft Corners form-based code discussion but I wanted to reiterate 
some thoughts after attending the meeting the other night.  

I think that housing heights should be no more than two stories, maybe three in very limited 
areas.  Four and five stories are way too high.  

Now some random thoughts.  I know this is not going to make a darn bit of difference but I feel 
obligated to make these comments.  I’m obviously not as smart as you folks, don’t know the lingo, 
and can’t read a map or visualize what something is going to look like from an architectural 
drawing.  But I know what looks visually pleasing to me and what I value for the Town of Williston.  I 
also believe I echo how many, many others feel.  

The community trusts that the Town representatives are looking out for the best interests of the Town 
and residents.  Around 2008 when the growth center was approved, I think I can honestly say most 
did not know what that entailed and the resulting look.  Several years back when the Williston Road 
corridor that was residential got switched to commercial, most of us could not envision how 
dramatically that would change (for the worse).  I hate to see the woods cut down and large buildings 
going in.  The slogan to now describe this area should be “Orange is the new green.”  I feel especially 
sorry for the residents living in that area.  I (as many) am disappointed in the changes in the Town 
Plan over the years and the trust is no longer there that the residents are paramount when these 
changes are considered and approved.   

This form-based discussion came up because you heard from the community they were not happy 
with the building thus far in the growth area of Town.  But, I don’t really think you “heard” us.  Yes, 
many of the buildings in Finney Crossing are down-right ugly.  You promise lovely looking buildings 
with this form-based development.  Obviously, we won’t know what we’re getting until the building 
starts.  But a large majority of the current dissatisfaction is the extreme density and loss of green 
space.  And yet what you are proposing is even higher density.  So, if you "heard" the many 
dissatisfied residents, you seem to have ignored them.  My feeling is that if this is approved, several 
years into this form-based development you are going to have a lot of very disappointed 
residents.  Again disappointed with what they thought they were getting and what is actually 
developed.  

I think even good intentions don’t come to fruition.  I’ve heard in the past that high density areas cut 
down on sprawl.  I work about 11-12 hours a day so I’m not here Monday-Friday daytime.  But, in my 
travels and on the weekend, I don’t see people at the bus stops waiting for public transportation.  I 
don’t see people laden with grocery bags walking to the stores and carrying back their groceries.  I do 
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see people leisurely walking or walking their dogs but I don’t see people walking to destinations 
versus getting in their cars.  

I’ve heard a board member say Chittenden County needs more affordable housing.  I’m a big 
supporter of affordable housing but I don’t think it is Williston’s responsibility to provide it at the 
detriment and loss of character of the Town.  The Town we, and many others, chose to live in 
because of the attributes it had.   

Regarding affordable housing:  

 I do think affordable housing is a misnomer as, to me, “affordable housing” as defined is not
“affordable”.  Yes, I know there are calculations but in reality paying $1600+/month for what is
considered an "affordable" apartment, to me, is not affordable housing.

 Last year, in communications with Matt Boulanger, I was advised that Finney Crossing has 29
units designated as affordable housing.  At that time, and Matt can advise if this has changed,
there was NO non-profit that oversaw the renting of these affordable units.  A yearly
spreadsheet is provided to the Town from the apartment owner with the unit description and
what the rent is (which last year for most of the apartments was in the $1600/month
range).  From what I can see there are no checks and balances, independent verification of
eligibility, rent paid, etc.  It seems you would want that and the Town deserves that
accountability.  At the very least I would strongly urge a program be put in place that provides
independent oversight and accountability of the renting of the affordable housing units.  There
are certain benefits that developers receive by agreeing to offer affordable housing, yet there
appears to be no oversight.  I even wonder if any of the people that work retail jobs in Williston
would even know where to go to find affordable housing in Williston.  People are familiar with
the Maple Tree Place apartments and the hotel that is converting to affordable housing has
been publicized but do people know that Finney Crossing and Cottonwood have/will have
affordable housing?

 So we feel good about ourselves and pat ourselves on the back that we are offering affordable
housing but, I wonder if we truly are.

I also was surprised at the meeting to hear that Geoff Ferrell met individually with many of the 
developers in Town.  Also, in response to those meetings, adjustments were made to the plans which 
seemed in some cases to provide more development opportunities.  I feel the Town should decide 
what we want and the developers adapt to that.  Not the other way around.  It almost seems like the 
tail wagging the dog.  I also wonder if there was some announcement to the Williston residents 
advising if any member of the community wanted a private Zoom meeting with Geoff that he was 
available to meet with him/her?  Or was that only offered to developers?  

Matt was talking about renaming the different parts of Town.  If this Taft Corners form-based code 
development is approved, I would suggest that part of Town be called, “The City of Williston”.  

I respect the time and energy put forth by committee members but I just feel that, once again, there is 
going to be disappointment in the outcome if this development proceeds as presented.  

[Donna Roeser] 


