
Responses 
20 minute neighborhoods would be a healthy vision. Walkable, with small scale transit. Make it so that someone can work, 
shop and recreate in a human-scale environment. 
All of these scenes are multistory buildings in much denser cities. Would vastly prefer limiting building height and overall 
density.  More green, more space for things like snow removal and parking. Further apart than anything pictured here 
without becoming a strip mall.  

Bike paths and sidewalks for walking.  More trees!!!! 
Buildup , not out. Stop the ugly architecture that is the norm in Williston and Chittenden County. It really is bad! Add 
dormers, bays, enclaves. The stuff being built is brutal. Also, don’t allow Catamount golf to be developed. Make it a mult 
municipality golf course. Ten years from now, people will be shocked that we turned this special open space into more 
housing. Having future developments help pay could make this sustainable. 

Can we get village" planners into this discussion in place of the "urban" planners?" 
Consider underground parking garages as an option 
Consider ways to pull together the complete disparate design to unify the look of the neighborhood. Also there is no real 
green space, community garden, trees, play area. Has no feeling of a neighborhood right now.. 
Current buildings and public space at Finney Crossing is terrible. Reminds me of communist block buildings. The grounds 
need a big upgrade.  Healthy living building is ok but needs landscaping 
electric and solar roof / green roof parking, mandatory tree plantings per % and not  decorative" trees = weeble village" 
Fix the roads so traffic flows efficiently 
For every new retail space that goes up, there needs to be equal green space. Also sidewalks, paths need to feel less 
disjointed and more connected and safe. 
Get rid of the brutalist architecture  
Hide parking, storefronts should be accessed from walking areas and not directly from parking lots, fewer box stores. 
Consistent design elements look nice but with a variety of styling so that there is continuity without looking cookie cutter. 
I'd like to see more local businesses, perhaps coops facilitating multiple small businesses in one store.  Tree lined streets 
and trees around and in parking lots will reduce traffic noise and pollution.  I think there is a need for affordable housing.  I 
think it should be integrated with other or near other housing, rather than being isolated.  I hope clusters of business. like 
the area where Chef's Corner is located, are in your plans. I would like to see Williston remain uniquely Williston and not 
try to duplicate another town, like Burlington or Winooski. 

I'd love to have a downtown area that feels warm and makes me think of inclusiveness, welcome, community, instead of 
commerce and strip malls  
I'd love to see more sidewalks/ bike paths connecting all of Williston. Foot bridges may be an option... Less banks more 
family oriented activates.  
I hope that the future of Taft Corners will help Williston retain a small town feel as opposed to a small city. There should be 
regulations. In terms of building heights and the look for new development and also materials that can be used in the 
architecture. Less ugly building with flat roofs and bad architecture.  

Increasing walkability with more locally owned stores and restaurants would make a big difference. Thank you 
I really dislike the exponential growth that is happening in Taft Corners. I understand it is the growth" zone but really why 
the need for constant and excessive growth? I would like to see green space  walking paths bike paths  family friendly areas 
such as playgrounds with lots of trees  natural playgrounds splash pad.  POOL!  community center. Let's improve our basic 
amenities before we start building thousands of apartments to fill with people that will make our roads busier and our 
schools more full. " 
I think it would be good to have working artisan venues where consumers and craftspeople, artists and artisans could 
interact. It could have retail areas and demonstration areas. It thus could be a destination for all ages. Local schools could 
possibly integrate this into curriculum. 
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I think the barn door has already closed on making this area more walkable and visually appealing. I was part of the 1990's 
citizen's group opposing an enclosed mall and later Vermont's first Walmart. Our organization had a seat at the table for 
the planning of the area that is now Maple Tree Place. I think it overly dominated by big box and chain stores. A few local 
restaurants. How to we get more local businesses, would they be able to afford the rent? That is needed to give a sense of 
place to the area.  As far as the other side of 2A goes I think the barn door has closed. I struggle to come up with any ideas 
that could significantly give a Williston village/town feel without it being just gratuitous. City Centers I like are Burlington 
VT,  Brunswick ME, West Hartford CT and Paso Robles CA 

I think walkability and public green space should be priorities.  Utility lines should all be underground. Our glorious views of 
the Green Mountains should be preserved, and the development should be to scale-  not dense, tall buildings.  
It should be denser and more walkable. Work to eliminate parking lots. Build closer to the road. Use brick, stone, and glass 
for buildings, and ban flat, dull roofs. Basically, make it more urban while keeping the architecture in touch with the 
location. We don't need another disgusting red and yellow building like the one that was just built in Finney Crossing.   

It’s okay to stay small.  Building should have a coherent look, traditional and classy- forget the modern junk. Set the 
buildings back from the street and keep the heights down. Go more upscale please 
It’s unfortunate that this planning currently underway was not undertaken 20 years ago. The lack of pedestrian access and 
architectural coordination in the Starbucks/Aspen Dental complex is disappointing, especially considering the somewhat 
better design & accessibility of the core of Maple Tree Place. Your idea of accessibility and architectural cohesion is a good 
one, just a bit too late. The complex on the northeast corner would be best served if it was torn down and replaced. I 
worked in the area for ten years and have little interest in visiting it for pleasure (or shopping).  

It would be lovely to have a space in Williston where we can walk without cars. How about a restaurant/local shop section 
like Stone St in Manhattan or sort of like Church St (but cooler and w more family-focused restaurants and stores and 
activities? I think about downtown Lawrence, KS or Portland, ME. 

I would like to see Taft Corners shift away from its big-box, car-oriented, sprawling identity. A shift towards sustainable 
development, walkability, and vibrant public spaces would be a huge plus for the entire region. 
Keep as much open space as possible. Playgrounds and maybe a town pool!!!  
lots of trees and green space.   Benches, tables, gardens.   No building over 3 stories.   Safe for pedestrians .  mixed income 
housing, but none institution look"  Porched balconies columns bay windows" 
More bike and pedestrian infrastructure please to help connect housing to work and entertainment. 
More family oriented/community spaces. No more big box development. No more sprawling neighborhoods. Dog parks, 
walking trails, community aquatic center. Bowling alley could be fun.  
More green space is helpful. Local biz. Host events and encourage community activities in these spaces  
More green (trees, shrubs, fields, etc.) and more walking friendly options 
More sidewalks and bike lanes, more trees. 
Much of what has been built at Taft Corners could be Anywhere, USA.  The Hamlet and row houses have a New England 
vibe, but the big blocky sterile apartment buildings in front are incongruous with that sense of place.  Would like to see the 
aesthetics of future development more in line with Vermont/New England tradition. 

No more banks or cookie cutter apartment buildings are needed. 
No more banks please....... 
No more flat roof housing; no more multi-tenant commercial buildings; aesthetically pleasing outdoor residential 
neighborhoods - no more storing outside in visually public areas; keep downtown Williston quaint! 
Phase out big box anything. Tone down retail and design for more service oriented business. Create an environment that 
people are enticed to get of their cars to move about.  
Please commercialize it within the planned area...Make it awesome. Then the rest of the town can stay more rural. Bring all 
the awesome box stores in.  
Please keeps building height limited, focus on wide walkways with green space and trees, have variation in building design 
avoiding anything boxy and sterile looking 
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Please no more ugly apartment buildings. All restaurants should have cute outside seating areas and lots of trees. Parking 
should be hidden behind stores. Rules about outside storage on decks to keep area looking neat and nice. It’s okay to be 
densely populated just not like a big mish-mash of design. No flat roofs.   

Please please improve the Design Review process in Taft Corners. It’s going to be very hard to improve the area now 
because of the hodgepodge that currently exists. 
Please please require playgrounds, walking paths, water features and trees in all development.  
Please stop approving the box style apartments at Finney Crossing. They created uninviting urban canyons, completely out 
of character for the community and town. Metal artwork on the outside of an oversize box, does not mitigate the fact it is 
a box. In future Finney Crossing development along Williston Road, please have the buildings more in the style of Healthy 
Living.  Also, just as 99 restaurant has trees on the corner of 2 and 2A, place trees on the other side, from Friendly's, past 
Shaw's.  
Please try to preserve as much greenery as possible 
Prefer no big box" 3 to 4 story housing units. More Vermont town based sizing with more individual units as opposed to 
run on structures holding many businesses. Built to convey a feeling of history as if all building were not built at the same 
time but evolved over many years  generations. Readapting some of the older building and completely redoing some older 
utilitarian buildings from the 60's and 70's to allow a better and higher quality blend." 

Put a much parking underground as possible. Finney Crossing residential is UGLY!!! Integrate the retail/office and 
residential - don't separate like Maple tree did with the residential - make it a livable space.  
So pleased we are having community input regarding town growth and development. I am very concerned about both the 
rate of growth and the quality and type of growth. How do we retain a small town feel if continue to grow as we have been 
? The trend towards modern four story building design does not seem to fit a Vermont aesthetic.  

Space for farmers market, summer concerts and an outdoor ice skating rink in the winter. 
Taft’s Corners MUST be more pedestrian and cyclist friendly and encourage alternative methods of commuting to and from 
Burlington and Essex 
Thank you for this exercise.  I hope it is used in future planning. 
The big box stores and parking lots are ugly. It's not really safe or pleasant to walk anywhere because of all the noise and 
traffic, and because the sidewalks aren't always continuous. There seems to be plenty of building space already, I'd like to 
see more natural spaces.  

The more green space and trees, the better. 
Think roads for cars! Too much traffic and congestion. 
This area has a long history of architecture that was mainly created during a sort period when our towns were initially built. 
There was a variety of styles but were predicated on a pedestrian and horse-drawn pace in a rural and semi-rural setting - 
lots of trees, grass and landscaping. The architecture was of a small scale with plenty of detail that spoke to the human 
being moving at the pace spoken about. I would like the buildings we are trying to figure out how to build to be part of that 
continuum. To not create a new style from whole cloth for those are the buildings we treasure and work so hard to 
preserve. I am a retired architect and one of the lessons I learned was that I could propose the most outrageous form if it 
incorporated the language of the buildings we love around us and was designed with their scale and entourage that makes 
us feel so comfortable.  
This exercise seems too little, too late.  The space has already been developed, and in the opinion of my family and 
extended family, destroyed.  The design/layout/appearance of the area is all egregious and out of character with the town 
of Williston and State of Vermont.  Based on what's already there, it's very clear that the only priority is attracting 
commerce to the area with little consideration to proper utilization of space, traffic flow, appearance, and respect for 
those of us who live in Williston.  New buildings are too close to the road and obstruct the views of the hills and mountains.  
Stores are spread out too far, so that you can't walk from one to the next, making traffic congestion a problem.  It's simply 
a place to buy stuff and pass through.  It's very disappointing to watch this area develop in such a poor manner.  Those in 
charge of this process should really be ashamed of what they have done to this once beautiful area.    

This survey got very glitchy about 2/3 of the way down. It kept bumping me off my selections and moving me back up the 
page.  Just FYI. I am using Safari. 
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to become a destination-a place to want to go to.  Pedestrian friendly, accessible to all, great venues and restaurants and 
fun to gather.   
Traditional Vermont" with open views and space is more pleasing than USA suburbs / NY city/crowded. More businesses 
and people does not equate with better quality of living. The only people who profit from growth are the builders." 
Urban or City?  Most of these photos show big city places. Is that the plan for Taft Corners?  Does not make sense since the 
roads are not improved, there are too many dead end neighborhoods that don't allow the traffic to flow.  
Visually, it'd be nice to see spaces and building with a welcoming feel utilizing neutral colors and modern yet Vermont-like 
styles. 
Walkable and bikeable, underground ALL electric including transmission  
We'd like the ability to enjoy nature's beauty (flowers beds, trees, etc.) while walking amongst stores and businesses.   
We don't live in an urban area, so making something that looks like it belongs in a city doesn't make sense.  I recently 
visited Summit Park in Blue Ash, OH (http://summitparkblueash.com/) and this modeling after this park would be amazing 
for Williston. 
We need less parking lots and more green space with trees, benches, landscaping, walking promenades, and public parks. 
Shared parking can be provided in strategic locations with connections to shopping via hike and bike paths and, if needed 
local shuttle service. There are entirely too many parking lots in Taft Corners which encourages rather than discourages car 
use. We have sidewalks and walking paths that lead to nowhere and are not connected to each other. That is poor long 
term planning. Also, the architecture of the buildings in the new developments are very unattractive due to being boxy 
with no external features such as awnings and terraces. 

We need more greenery all over. It is not walkable as currently laid out. I live on Hideaway Lane and feel trapped. There 
are no sidewalks and I have to cross a busy road to get to the proposed rec path.  
We need small shops with unique items, places we'd go to find a gift, store fronts that would encourage us to walk around.  
We need sidewalks and walkways that aren't an afterthought once the cars have been placed.  We need an overhaul of the 
sprawling parking lots that are dangerous to walk across. 

we need to do something about parking.  we have an issue with dealing with storm water as it is more open area parking is 
going to worsen the issue.  parking structures should be considered.  and the more welcoming to people the more will 
come.  somewhere cool to hang out.  trees, water, less pavement that will just give off heat. 

We need trees and green space everywhere, and the buildings and parking should be as unique as Williston itself. 
What about a recreation center?  Something like a hockey rink, basketball arena, tennis, racquetball, indoor turf.  It would 
be great to have a community facility that can have bigger events (such as a hockey tournament) that can draw in some out 
of state/town folks to see what we have to offer.  We've got stores and hotels, let's bring them to the area for something 
to enjoy! 
Williston is a small town community.  I prefer to keep it this way.  Large monstrosities in construction are better suited for 
larger cities.  I dislike what recent construction I have seen in Williston.  It is crowded, dense and visually unattractive.  I am 
hoping future construction will show the natural beauty of our community, with high end contemporary class in the 
architectural design of the buildings. 

Williston needs more greenery, public parks, and walkable areas. I prefer retail buildings with parking areas behind them so 
the roads aren't lined with acres of asphalt, similar to the new Healthy Living space. Stop allowing projects like the eyesore 
at Finney Crossing. 
You're never going to turn all of Tafts Corners from Walmart to the town offices in to downtown Houston, but you might 
make islands of your vision, by attempting something like Coconut Point  in Estero FL like C 
 


