
Context

Escondido Cemetery

The focus of this narrative will be the Escondido Cemetery (also historically named Dry

Escondido Cemetery). The name used will be the

Escondido Cemetery. It was named for the nearby Dry

Escondido Creek and served the area population from

1869-1987. The Escondido Cemetery is located 3½ miles

northeast of Kenedy, Texas in Karnes County. It is on the

southeast fenceline at the back of private property off

County Road 326, also known as the Kenedy to Wofford

Crossing Road. There are approximately 73 burials in the

approximately six-acre cemetery. The burials represent

early settlers, cattle ranchers, farmers, farm workers and

their families.
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The following events were significant in the establishment of the Escondido Cemetery:

The town of Helena was founded in 1852 and designated as the county seat when

Karnes County was established in 1854.

The Escondido Cemetery was established with the first burial in 1869.

In 1878, J. A. Martin purchased the land which continued as a cemetery.

The small settlement of Daileyville was located near the Escondido Cemetery.

The Daileyville feud and shooting occurred in 1886.

The San Antonio Aransas Pass Railroad (1886-1887) arrived and bypassed

Helena establishing the towns of Kenedy and Karnes City.

Kenedy Junction (now Kenedy) was established in 1886.

The first Escondido Cemetery deed in 1888, transferred the property from J.A.

Martin to the Methodist Episcopal Church South in Kenedy.

N

Karnes City was established in 1890 and became the Karnes County seat in 1894.

The Methodist Episcopal South of Kenedy became the First Methodist Church in

Kenedy. The Kenedy church shut its doors and parishioners began attending the



Karnes City Methodist Church. The Karnes City church became the

owner/overseer of the Escondido Cemetery.¹

Historically, many of the inhabitants of this south Texas area participated in Chisholm

Trail cattle drives and settled this area of early south Texas Ranchos, Mexican land grants and

Republic of Texas land grants.

Originally, in 1899, Escondido Cemetery trustees were noted in a deed; however,

documentation of current active trustees has not been found. There is no cemetery association;

hence, the owner/overseer is currently the Karnes City Methodist Church. No current rules of

burial oversight have been found, and there have been no burials since 1987. Aside from the

perimeter fence installed in 2013, the cemetery appears to have been neglected since 1994 when

the most recent caretaker passed away.

Overview

History of the area-

During the Spanish Mission period (1600s-1800s) in south Texas history, large Spanish

ranches developed where longhorn cattle were raised to support the numerous missions. After

the Spanish period ended (1821), ranches were run by Mexicans loyal to the Mexican Republic.

The Mexican government was too unstable to manage the large ranches so many were deserted

and cattle, mostly longhorns, roamed free. The land that became Karnes County was situated in

the heart of these ranches. After the war with Mexico in 1836, the newly formed Republic of

Texas was wealthy with land but broken financially. The government rewarded settlers and

patriots with large land holdings. Land grants were claimed.

Bisecting the area was the Ox-Cart Road that connected La Bahia and the Texas coast

with San Antonio and the interior of Texas, and the road allowed for settlement to the west.2 The
town of Helena (1852) developed as a stopping point along the Ox-Cart Road and trade
businesses were established.3

The south Texas cattle industry thrived and subsequently after the Civil War ended

(1865), ranchers set up cattle drives to Abilene and Dodge City. Many ranchers became very

wealthy. The wild longhorns were said to number in the millions. Outlaws, cattle thieves and



gunfighters were drawn to the area and turmoil ensued with little law enforcement. Often

ranchers and businessmen had to protect their families and guard against cattle theft on their

own.4
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The area developed along

the Chisholm Trail (1867-1884) as

shown on the map, left. The

longhorn cattle and trail drives

lasted until refrigeration and

barbed wire were developed

ending the drives. The railroad

eventually took over the

transportation of cattle. If a

rancher could obtain land, round

up the wild cattle and get them to

market in Abilene and Dodge City, they would be successful. There was a demand for beef, and

many old-time Karnes County ranchers took advantage of the cattle market.7

Life was hard for the ranchers and their families, and the climate could be brutal. A

deceased family member had to be buried in a timely fashion and nearby cemeteries were

established. One such cemetery was the Escondido Cemetery located on the Dry Escondido

Creek on the Kenedy to Wofford Crossing Road or CR 326. The cemetery was first established

as a family cemetery on the James David (J.D.) Campbell Ranch with the burial of James Shirley

McLane in 1869. He was the grandson of J.D. and Rhoda Campbell. Jacob Absolom (J.А.)

Martin purchased the ranch in 1878 and deeded the cemetery to the Methodist Episcopal Church

South in 1888 but at least 15 burials occurred before that date beginning in 1869. 89 Family
names of those buried in the Escondido Cemetery are synonymous with the Karnes County cattle

ranching industry and associated businesses and include Ammons, Burris, Butler, Campbell,

Jordan, Martin, Pullin and related families10.

The town of Helena became virtually a ghost town when it was bypassed by the railroad

in favor of towns like Karnes City and Kenedy. 11 The nearby town of Daileyville ceased to



exist shortly after the legendary Daileyville shootout that resulted from a feud between the Butler

and Elder families.

Location and ownership of the cemetery-

Traveling north from downtown Kenedy on Farm Road 792, turn right after

approximately one mile onto CR 326 also known as the Wofford Crossing Road. Travel

northeast approximately 2½

miles on CR 326 passing

over the Dry Escondido

Creek to a private ranch road

on the right of the Alexander

family ranch. The photo on

the right is the entrance to the

ranch. Once on the property, the cemetery is located at the southeast fenceline at the back of the

property on an unimproved road accessible only by walking or using a high-clearance vehicle.

The Alexander ranch is privately owned, and the owners should be notified prior to gaining

access to the cemetery. The map below was obtained in 2024 from the Karnes CAD website.

The Alexander ranch is listed as 2472 County Road 326, Kenedy, Texas, on the Karnes CAD as

Karnes CAD

property #66349 as circled in red on the

map.  12 The cemetery is listed on the Texas

Historical Commission Atlas as

#72550000505 with cemetery ID

#KAC005.13 The cemetery is listed as

Karnes CAD property #66353 (in green

on the map) as a cemetery with ownership

as the Escondido Cemetery in care of

Martin Goff, P.O. Box 476, Kenedy, Tx. 14

Martin Goff, a Martin family descendant,

was the long-time caretaker of the cemetery. Mr. Goff passed away in 1994. It is unknown

whether the PO Box is still active.  15 The only trustees found were in the 1899 deed as noted in

Appendix C concerning the transfer of the six acres to the Methodist Episcopal Church South



Kenedy District. Although there have not been any burials in the last 40 years, according to the

Eckols Funeral Home staff (Funeral Home Director is David Stewart), the contact for burial is

listed as Ben Alexander, owner of the adjacent Alexander ranch. 16 Ben Alexander is deceased

and current owners of the Alexander ranch are Amy Alexander etal, children of Ben Alexander.

The current owner/overseer of the cemetery is the Karnes City Methodist Church located at 201

North Esplanade in Karnes City, Texas. A cemetery association, cemetery oversight board or

guidelines for burial have not been found.

The image below was obtained from Google Earth in 2026.

The following is a summary of the

chronology of ownership:

1) The cemetery property was

part of 619 acres as described in

Book F page 244 of Karnes County

Deeds. 17 It is thought that the

property was owned by James David

(J.D.) Campbell at the time of the

first burial and that his son, Charles

James (C.J.) Campbell obtained the

land upon his father's death in 1875. As of 2026, no deed has been found by researchers dating

prior to the 9/5/1878 purchase of the land by J.A. Martin. Notes: The first burial was James

Shirley McLane (died 7/1869)18 who was the grandson of James David and Rhoda Campbell.

There were 15 total burials between 1869 and 1888. The property was deeded to the Methodist

Episcopal Church South from J.A. Martin in 1888. 19

2) K-542 (APPENDIX A) is the deed dated August 2, 1888, from J.A. Martin to the

Methodist Episcopal Church South selling ten acres for five dollars to the church trustees as a

place of  worship for the ministry and membership of the church. 20 Notes: The earlier

Escondido Methodist Church/School was probably built nearby circa 1870. It was destroyed by

a hurricane in 1886. The cemetery or graveyard was within the ten acres. It was recorded that



Emad

J.A. Martin deeded the property "... for and in consideration of the love I have and bear for the

cause of Christ and a desire to build up the societies of the Methodist Episcopal Church

South..."

3) X-42 (APPENDIX B) The Methodist Episcopal Church South Kenedy Circuit per trustee

resolution, deeded four of the ten acres to be used as a community school to be built where the

old church stood. If there was a period of two years when there ceased to be a school, the

property would revert to J.A. Martin. The deed was from December 8, 1899. 21 Notes: The

school was not built, and the property reverted to J.A. Martin.22 The church had already

relocated to Kenedy.

4) X-47 (APPENDIX C) was also from December 8, 1899, where the Methodist Episcopal

Church South Kenedy Circuit trustees by resolution, deeded six of the ten acres to continue as a

cemetery. 23 Notes: The cemetery was measured in 2026 using the existing fence and

encompassed six acres. The CAD information lists one acre but is incorrect.
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5) The 1920 map

on the left is from the

property division of

the J.A. Martin estate.

The property that is

now the Alexander

ranch, at the time of

the map, was inherited

by Martin's son Seale

Martin (subdivision

V). The "graveyard"

is circled in red.24 It

was a graveyard because it was originally part of a church yard. J.A. Martin died in 1919, and

the partition of his ranch is noted on the map.25



6) In 1980, Attorney Richard W. Foster, Jr. examined the title to the cemetery property at

Escondido and concluded that the six acres was owned by the Methodist Episcopal Church South

or whatever body into which it evolved. 26 A letter was sent to the First United Methodist

Church, Kenedy, Texas from Attorney Foster (Appendix D) verifying that the Kenedy United

Methodist Church owned the cemetery. In 1987, Richard W. Foster, Jr. clarified that the four

acres given to the church for a school in 1899, reverted to J.A. Martin ownership (APPENDIX

E).

7) The Methodist Episcopal Church South formed during the Civil War. In 1939, it evolved

to the Methodist Church and in 1968, it became part of the United Methodist Church.27

8) The ownership of the cemetery evolved from the Methodist Episcopal Church South

Kenedy Circuit to the Kenedy United Methodist Church in Kenedy, Texas, until the church

ceased to exist. When the church closed its doors, the church transferred to the Karnes City

United Methodist Church, Karnes City, Texas. APPENDIX F and APPENDIX G regard oil, gas

and mineral leases from 2011 and 2012 with the Karnes City United Methodist Church as the

Lessor for the six acres.28 A conclusion can be made from the lease documents that the

ownership transferred to the Karnes City United Methodist Church. In 2023, the ownership and

oversight transferred to the Karnes City Methodist Church, no longer part of the United

Methodist Church (APPENDIX H).29

Cemetery characteristics-

The cemetery is approximately six acres, located at the back property line of a cattle

ranch situated on a hillside within pastureland. There is a barbed wire-hog wire fence bordering

the cemetery and a ranch-type entrance gate. According to adjacent property owner, Robbin

Alexander, the fencing and gate were installed around 2013 by the Karnes City Methodist

Church. 30 There are numerous gravestones among the native grasses, trees and shrubbery. Most

graves occupy three of the six acres. Many of the gravestones are professionally engraved

granite or concrete. Most of the inscriptions are in English and most contain the name, birthdate,

death date and a small sentence of memorial. Most are facing the east. A list of interments has

been compiled using Find-A-Grave accessed 2026, Ancestry.com accessed 2026, Charlotte

Nichols Records 1976 c/o Neil Nichols and a reference found in the Kenedy Public Library,



Kenedy, Texas, titled, "Names in Stone," Karnes County Cemetery Inscriptions, a Bicentennial

Project of El Cibolo Chapter, NSDAR, 1986 (compiled list in narrative). Of the approximately

73 burials, 18 are infants or children, six have Mexican surnames, most were born in Texas with

some of the older adults being born elsewhere such as Mississippi, South Carolina, Ohio, North

Carolina, Vermont, Alabama, Georgia, Missouri, Kentucky and Louisiana. One was born in

England and immigrated to the United States in 1826 and then to Texas during the Republic of

Texas period. Most of the burials were ranching family members. The oldest burial is that of

James Shirley McLane who died in 1869 and the most recent was Florence Burris Hinton who

died in 1987. There are some Confederate Veterans and Republic of Texas settlers. One fought

in the Battle of Plum Creek in 1840, the last battle with the Comanche. 31 There are some buried

in the cemetery that witnessed the nearby Daileyville massacre and one that was killed during the

gunfight. Many interments were members of the influential Butler Family. Some members of

the Butler family were moved to another cemetery in 1965. 32

The cemetery is in a state of neglect, and it is unknown if any maintenance has been

performed since 1994 when the caretaker passed away, aside from the perimeter fence

installation in 2013. In 2026, Karen Boyd, Rich Boyd, Marc Goff, Erin Boyd and Jack Hindman

cleared a path to Martin family gravesites and there was evidence of cattle and hog damage to

numerous gravestones throughout the cemetery.

Additional Methodist Church History of the Dry Escondido School and Church-

In the 90th Anniversary Celebration brochure of the First United Methodist Church at

Fourth and Nichols Street in Kenedy, Texas, a brief history of the church records: "The First

Methodist Church in Kenedy was organized in 1887 by James Clifton Russell, Methodist Circuit

Rider (and grandfather of Mrs. Albert Lyons, Sr., and Mrs. T.H. Jimmy Stewart, present

members), under a live oak tree on the spot where the Farmer's Gin is now located. Before this

organization, he (Mr. Russell) held services in the schoolhouse near Escondido Cemetery." 33 A

reference was also found that Mrs. Butler (Sarah Jane Ammons Butler) committed to the

Escondido Methodist Church under the direction of Eli Y. Seale (circuit riding Methodist

minister) early in her life. 34 The First Baptist Church of Kenedy website includes the following

in its history: “... it was relocated to the Dry Escondido Creek in 1873. When a great hurricane

destroyed the Escondido Baptist Church building on August 20, 1886, the church membership



voted to move one mile west to Kenedy Junction." 35It is unknown when the original church or

school was built but many of the deeds reference the Methodist Episcopal Church South and

associated school (see Appendix A through H). In another publication, the Dry Escondido

church is noted as the forerunner of both the Baptist and Methodist churches built later in

Kenedy.36

Nearby town of Daileyville-

It is unknown exactly where the town of Daileyville was located. It was on private

property and very little, if anything, exists today. It was on the Dry Escondido Creek eight miles

south of Helena and thought to be near the Escondido Cemetery. It was founded by brothers C.Р.

and David Dailey in 1869. A post office was established there on July 5, 1870. There was a

store, gristmill and cotton gin. Karnes County historian, Charlotte Nichols, records in her notes

regarding the early Methodists that the church probably met in the Daileyville Store in 1869,

1870 and 1871.37 In 1884, Daileyville had a population of 50. On September 6, 1886, a feud

erupted at the Daileyville store between the Butler and Elder families resulting in the death of the

Karnes County sheriff Fate Elder, his brother Bud Elder, bystander Henry Pullin, bystander

Hiram Pullin and deputy Jack Bailey. One of those killed, Hiram Pullin, is buried in the

Escondido Cemetery. One of those tried in the shooting, Fate Butler, is buried in the Escondido

Cemetery. The Dailey brothers eventually moved their store to Kenedy Junction in 1887 thus

ending the town of Daileyville.38

A few of the inhabitants who are buried in the Escondido Cemetery (the names of the

burials in the cemetery are underlined)

To understand the people that lived and died in the area during the period of significance

of the cemetery (1869-1987), it is important to investigate the lives and families of some of those

interred in the cemetery.

Martha Louise Davis Ammons 1836(8 or 9)-1914. Martha was born in

Mississippi. She married Hamilton Rutherford Ammons 1826-1885.

She was the mother of Columbus, Jefferson Davis and Sarah Jane. 39

The photo right is Martha Ammons.40 Martha and Hamilton's

daughter, Sarah Jane Ammons, married Pleasant Butler, Sr. in 1871, on
























































































