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Timeline of events in the life of James Fisher Martin

1808 or 1812 James Fisher Martin was born in Newcastle on Tyne, Northumberland, England. This information is from 

family history passed down through the generations and J.F. Martin's age on census records and ship lists. There was 

no 1840 census taken during the Republic of Texas period (1836-1846) so the first Texas census listing J.F. Martin was in 

1850, Matagorda, Texas.  Matagorda County 1850 census #37 lists J.F. Martin, age 38, as sheriff, Julia 28, Julia 8, Foster E. 6, 

James S. 4, Catharine Jane 2, Edward (Jacob Absolom) 1/12 or 1 month. It is improbable that J.F. Martin would 

have graduated from the Edinburgh Medical School in 1826 if his birth year was 1812  therefore, the 1808 year is more 

likely.

1822-1826 James Fisher Martin attended medical school at Edinburgh Medical School in Edinburgh, Scotland. This 

information was verified with the medical school by Carrie Silkenstedt Kirchner in 2024.

August 16, 1826  He immigrated from London,  

                                                                                                                            England to New  York traveling on the ship 

                                                                                                                            Acasta.  He is  listed as Dr. James F. Martin, age 18, in

                                                                                                                            the army and his final destination listed as Canada.
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1826- 1830  After arriving in New York, it is probable that J. F. Martin moved to Baltimore where he completed 

medical school.  From the U.S., Surname Files Expanded, 1702-1981 we find an article on the Rose family:

 “Mr. Rose was united in marriage to Miss Julia Martin, who was born in 1841, a daughter of Dr. J. F. Martin, 

     who was born in England and prepared for his profession in Baltimore, Maryland, after which he came to

     the Republic of Texas, where he was married to Miss Julia Eberly, who came to Texas in 1832, while her

 marriage occurred in 1836 (this is incorrect as they married in 1840).”  

From the History of Southwest Texas we find the following article on P.H. Rose:

1830s Per family stories, J.F. Martin is supposed to have moved to Anderson County, South Carolina, but this 

information has never been substantiated.
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July 29, 1839  A conditional land grant that J. 

F. Martin received #206 dated July 29, 1839 

from the Republic of Texas was replaced by 

an unconditional grant #212 in 

1846.  Later, he petitioned on behalf of the 

heirs of Jacob Eberly for land grants due the 

Eberly heirs.
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1839  Advertisements for the practice of James Fisher Martin in Matagorda, Texas.
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May 28, 1840  Marriage of James 

Fisher Martin and Julia Eberly 

Martin is #1 recorded in the 

Christ Episcopal 

Church records. The 

church was not constructed at 

the time and services were 

being held in the Masonic 

Lodge.
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August 1840 J.F. Martin participated in the Battle of Plum Creek.  The battle was the last Comanche battle 

in Texas.   His participation is documented in “The Great Comanche Raid” by Donaly Brice.
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Oak Leaves is a publication of the Matagorda Historical 

Society.  This summarizes J.F. Martin's life in Matagorda, 

Texas..  Note:  J.F. Martin was tried and acquitted for the 

                                                                               murder.
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1840 Martin family brand registered in Matagorda County.

2/21/1841 Julia Martin was born to James Fisher and Julia Ann Eberly Martin.  She was baptized at Christ Episcopal 

Church, Matagorda, Texas.

1/13/1843 Foster Eberly Martin was born to James Fisher and Julia Ann Eberly Martin.  He was baptized at Christ 

Episcopal Church, Matagorda, Texas.

5/30/1845 James Sheppard Martin was born to James Fisher and Julia Ann Eberly Martin.  He was baptized at Christ 

Episcopal Church, Matagorda, Texas.

5/11/1847 James Fisher Martin was elected as sheriff of Matagorda County.

2/11/1848 Catherine Jane Martin was born to James Fisher and Julia Ann Eberly Martin.  She was baptized at Christ 

Episcopal Church, Matagorda, Texas.

5/8/1850 Jacob Absolom Martin was born to James Fisher and Julia Ann Eberly Martin.  He was baptized at Christ 

Episcopal Church, Matagorda, Texas.

3/15/1852 James Fisher Martin was indicted for the murder of Francis Waldemann.  Waldemann was accused of being a 

cattle thief.  The charges were cleared. An entry was found in the Christ Episcopal Church’s records showing the death 

of Francis Waldeman, Aged 40 years (Death consequent upon a wound inflicted by Dr. Jas F. Martin)  Dr. J.F. Martin was 

tried and acquitted in Brazoria County.

10/5/1853 The J.F. Martin family left Matagorda, Texas.

1857 Oldest daughter, Julia Ann Martin married Patrick Henry Rose in Gonzales County.
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1860 This is the 1860 Gonzales County Census that was taken at 

the Post Office of Rancho in June of 1860.

Listed on the census:

J.F. Martin age 47 physician. It lists that he was born in Maryland 

but that was where he probably went to school.

Julia A. Martin age 34

Foster age 17 student (later died in the Civil War)

James age 15 student (in 1862 served in Cooks Battalion, 

Company H during the Civil War)

Catherine J age 13 and probably a student.

Jacob A age 10 and probably also a student.

The oldest daughter, Julia Ann Martin, married Patrick Henry 

Rose in Gonzales County in 1857 therefore not listed on this 

census.  Julia Ann and P.H. Rose are listed in the 1860 Karnes 

County census.

The student award for 

Jacob Absolom was 

given the same 

year 1860 possibly at 

the Rancho school.
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The town of Rancho was located on Hwy 80, one mile north of Nixon and existed 

before Nixon was a town.  This history park with panels displayed opened in 2023.
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It is probable that J.F. And Julia Eberly Martin moved 

from Matagorda in 1853 to somewhere around Rancho 

as noted in the 1860 census. The image left is of the 

general merchandise store /post office where the 

census was registered. The oldest two sons, Foster 

Eberly Martin and James Sheppard Martin fought in 

the Civil War. James Sheppard survived but 

Foster did not.  It is probable that J.F. Martin 

participated in the cattle roundup in the Rancho 

area and along with his Republic of Texas land grant 

and land grants inherited by his wife, Julia Eberly 

Martin, was able to secure property for an eventually 

large ranching industry in Karnes County. In the 1860 

census, Jacob Absolom Martin was still a child at the 

age of 10. When the Civil War ended, he was 16 years 

old.
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1869 J.F. Martin sold a lot of hogs on Gonzales County.  This is the 

brand registered to J. F. Martin in Gonzales County.

1870 Karnes County Census

Left:

J.F. Martin is listed as a physician with Julia Ann as his wife.

Below right, the next page of 1870 census:

J.A. Martin, age 19, is listed as a stock raiser.

J.S. (James Sheppard) Martin is listed as a stock raiser along with 

his wife and daughter.

By 1870, J.F. and Julia Ann Martin had moved to Karnes County 

along with at least two of their 

children, J.A.and J.S. 

Daughters, Julia Martin Rose and 

Catherine Martin Rutledge were  

living in Karnes County also. 

The J. F. Martin and P.H. Rose 

families were neighbors.
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1880 Karnes County Census

James Fisher Martin age 68 is listed as a farmer.

Julia Ann Martin age 61 is listed as his wife with  her 

occupation as keeping house.

Brand of the Martin Ranch was originally in the name of 

Patrick Henry Rose, who was married to Julia Martin Rose 

(J.A. Martin’s sister).  J.A. Martin eventually bought the Rose 

Ranch adjacent to the Martin Ranch in Karnes County and 

P.H. and Julia Rose moved to Del Rio, where they are buried.

Record in book of Marks and Brands, Helena Museum, 

Helena, Texas.  It was originally registered to P.H. Rose in 

1865 in Karnes County.



19

1/12/1883 Julia Ann Eberly Martin died and is buried in the Escondido 

Cemetery.  The stone reads: in Memory of J.A. Martin (Julia Ann) who 

died Jan. 12, 1883, aged 63 years.  Regretted by all her friends and 

mourned by her husband and children.

4/21/1888 James Fisher Martin died and is 

buried in the Escondido Cemetery.
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