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MARTIN, JAMES FISHER (1808–1888).James Fisher 
Martin, doctor, sheriff, and rancher, was born at Newcastle-
on-Tyne, England, in 1808. He was educated at Edinburgh, 
Scotland, and then practiced medicine in Liverpool, England. 
He immigrated to Anderson County, South Carolina, in 1830, 
moved to Texas during the Texas Revolution, and attended 
the wounded after the battle of San Jacinto. Subsequently he 
opened a drugstore and doctor's office in Matagorda. He also 
invested in cattle and land in the area. Martin, an Episcopalian, 
married Julia Ann Eberly on May 28, 1840, at Christ Church 
in Matagorda. They had five children. Between August 1848 
and December 1851, Martin served as sheriff of Matagorda 
County. He resigned his post after killing a suspected rustler, 
Francis Waldeman; the incident was complicated by the fact 
that Waldeman was allegedly stealing Martin's cattle. At his 
trial in Brazoria County, Martin was acquitted. He and his 
family moved to a site in Karnes County near Helena in the 
early 1850s and lived on land owned by Julia Eberly Martin's 
family. In the 1890s the deeds were transferred to the Martin 
children and grandchildren. Martin died on April 21, 1888, 
and was buried at the Escondido Cemetery near Kenedy.
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James Fisher Martin

1808-1888

Edinburgh Medical School

1822-1826

Charles Robert Darwin

1809-1882

Edinburgh Medical School

1825-1827

Both were at 

Edinburgh Medical School 

Together. Around ~2,000 

total students, but only ~500 

were in the medical school. 

They likely had classes 

together.
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“Most students join the 

University around the age of 

16-19 but some have been 

as young as 12 historically 

and some as old as 100.

If he graduated in 1826 I 

would say he may have been 

born around 1805-1807 so 

your guess of 1808 may be 

accurate.”



1826

This is what his 

Diploma would 

have looked like.

5



6

In this picture we see him 

in the 1826 Graduates list 

as the Latin name, 

Jacobus Martin.
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In this picture we see him 

in Latin as 

being from Scottish and 

studying De Neuralgia 

(which I believe is to do 

with Neurology but am not 

sure.)
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In this picture we see 

him as Matriculation 

Number 1555 and that 

he was originally from 

Lanarkshire.

J F Martin may have 

been born in England. 

Lanarkshire could be his 

birthplace but it could 

have been where he 

lived before he came to 

the university. So he 

may have been born in 

England and moved or 

born in Scotland.
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In this picture we see his 

Index Reference and see 

he studied 

Practical Anatomy, 

A Scottish Masters of 

Medicine, 

and 

Chemistry.



Depicts the Old College, University 

of Edinburgh. The foundation stone 

of the building now known as Old 

College was laid in 1789, but 

construction work was hindered by 

the Napoleonic Wars, and only a 

small part of Robert Adam's original 

design was built. The building was 

completed between 1817 and 1840 

following an amended design by 

William Playfair. A dome by Robert 

Rowand Anderson was added in 

1877. Scott attended the University 

of Edinburgh between 1783 and 

1786 and between 1789 and 1792. 

The Old College faces College 

Wynd, Scott's birthplace.

1840
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University of Edinburgh, 

1900

Quadrangle of the University Old 

Buildings. Old College.
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University of Edinburgh

Cassell's Old and New 

Edinburgh, Vol.III, 1887
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1832

College Museum Edinburgh
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1850

Two students and a teacher can use this microscope while 

the teacher carries out a dissection or explains a slide. 

Microscopes had ever expanding uses in the 19th 

century, for example in botany, geology, metallurgy, 

histology and the new disciplines of bacteriology and 

embryology. This instrument was ordered for the 

Edinburgh medical students by Professor John Hughes 

Bennett (1812-1875) who had trained as a doctor on the 

Continent where all medical students learned to use 

microscopes. He was instrumental in making such training 

universal in Britain. By his own microscopic studies 

Hughes Bennett discovered leukaemiathus, showing that 

the blood, like other organs, was subject to disease. 

Formerly in the Department of Physiology, University of 

Edinburgh; now in the National Museums of Scotland.
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1823

University of Edinburgh

The universal herbal; or, botanical, medical, and 

agricultural dictionary. Containing an account of all 

the known plants in the world, arranged according to 

the Linnean system ... With the best methods of 

propagation, and the most recent agricultural 

improvements

Subset Index f.p.342

Creator Green, Thomas
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Late 1800’s

Edinburgh Medical School 

Chemistry Lab
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Depicts Loch Leven Castle on 

Castle Island, Loch Leven, Fife. 

Sir Walter Scott's The Abbot 

(1820) centres around the 

imprisonment and escape 

from Loch Leven Castle of 

Mary, Queen of Scots. The 

thirteenth-century castle, built 

on the largest island in the 

Loch, also figures repeatedly 

in Tales of a Grandfather, First 

Series (1828).
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1825

Engraved portrait of Walter Scott (aged forty-seven or forty-

eight), surrounded by a Gothic border with vignettes taken 

from his poems. The original portrait by Andrew Geddes 

began life as a study for his The Discovery of the Regalia of 

Scotland (1821). The sitting took place some time between 4 

February 1818, the date of the discovery of the Regalia, and the 

beginning of 1819 when Scott fell seriously ill. The portrait 

suggests that Scott's health is already deteriorating. Originally 

purchased by the collector Sir James Stuart, 7th Baronet of 

Allanbank, the picture now hangs in the Scottish National 

Portrait Gallery. Woolnoth's engraving is after a drawing by 

Geddes himself, or possibly after an earlier engraving by F.C. 

Lewis (1824). The ornamental frieze by Hawkesworth features 

scenes from Scott's poems, some based on illustrations by 

Richard Westall. Scott had not yet publicly acknowledged 

authorship of the Waverley Novels (he would do so in 1827).
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1825

Playbill for Rob Roy Macgregor; also advertises Jocko, the 

Brazilian Monkey, among other shows. The musical drama 

Rob Roy Macgregor, or, Auld Lang Syne was written by Isaac 

Pocock (1783-1835) with music by Sir Henry Bishop (1786-

1855) and John Davy (1763-1824). Adapted from Sir Walter 

Scott's 1817 novel, it was first performed at Covent Garden, 

London, on 12 March 1818 and went on to become one of the 

most popular and frequently revived dramas of the 

nineteenth century.
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1825

Title page of Mary Queen of Scots, or, Loch Leven

Castle: A Drama Founded on The Abbot

Illustrated title page of the play Mary Queen of Scots;

or, Loch Leven Castle, with an engraving by A.

Wilson

Depicts Loch Leven Castle near Kinross, Fife, scene

of Mary Stuart's imprisonment (The Abbot, ch. 31-

35). This adaptation of Scott's novel The Abbot has

been attributed to Daniel Terry. The engraving by

Wilson is from his own design.

Scott, Walter, Sir
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