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      The following letter is from the Barbara May Welder and Jan May Smith Collection

  Birth of Martin Family Gathering by Bessie M May (1914-2008) written in 2006

Howdy ya'll.  Since we met in Corpus on the Bay in 1907 and are still, this year back in the beach 

area, I thought I'd tell you what was the "BIRTH" of our Martin Family Reunion.

My mother, Bess (Parker) Bauer, who was born in 1893 was the daughter of Lela Parker, the 

daughter of J.A. Martin (affectionately known as Grandpa).

Lela (Parker) Martin was of the first group of children born to J.A. Martin, whose wife was Alice 

Amanda.  Now I, Bessie May am the oldest living member of the J.A. Martin family.  I remember ALL 

the children of my Great Grandfather J.A. Martin.

Now here's the interesting part.  When my mother Bess was just a young girl, she along with many 

Martins and Methodist friends went to Corpus Christi for the big Methodist Encampment called 

"Epworth by the Sea."  At that time, there were no cars, so they loaded their tents, cots, bedding, food, 

coal stoves, etc. onto the train.  My mother, along with her relatives and Methodist friends would 

arrive in Corpus, a journey of about 75 or 80 miles by train.  The whole family joyfully anticipated this 

trip to the seaside for the big Methodist Encampment.  My grandmother Lela Martin said this was one 

of her cherished memories.  She mentioned she thought the Encampment was in the area where 

North Beach is today.  As I mentioned, the big Encampment was called "Epworth by the Sea."  There 

was a large building or auditorium where there was preaching, and plenty of it.  There was preaching 

in the morning and also in the evening.  I believe that the gathering by the sea of our ancestors may 

have been the "birth" of our family gatherings, now known as Martin Family Reunion.
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Next, my brother Paul (born in 1910) said he remembered another family gathering at the J.A. Martin 

Ranch-sort of a barbeque.  He also told about Fred Martin swinging him, and having such a good time at 

Grandpa Martin's ranch.  Paul was about 6 or 7 years old.  I suppose I was there also but do not have any 

memories of this.

Another family gathering-ah, yes! My mother, Bess said she too remembered going out to the ranch 

when she was a little girl in the late 1800s.  She remembered going to the ranch at Christmas time, 

holidays, and other occasions.  My mother Bess lost her father at a young age, so she probably felt like 

her grandfather J.A. Martin was her own father because she enjoyed every minute of her visits to the 

ranch.  Her days at the ranch were filled with laughter, happiness, and lots of fun.

Now, I, Bessie May remember another family gathering.  You see, as a little girl, I would go to San 

Antonio to visit my grandmother, Lela, who lived at the Russell House.  Now the Russell House was a big 

boarding house very close to downtown and only a few blocks to the Travis Park Methodist 

Church.  Many of the Martins would come to San Antonio and always come to the Russell House to visit 

my grandmother.

 A special time for them to come was the Methodist District Conference.  Once I asked Mamoo (as I 

called my grandmother Lela), "How are we all kin?"  She smiled and said, "Sit down honey and I'll tell 

you."  She went on to say, "They are ALL of them our brothers and sisters, and we love every one of 

them, and don't you forget that."  So with that, I put on my pink organdie scratchy dress and my white 

gloves and little red straw hat and marched down to the Travis Park Methodist Church, along with a 

large group of the Martin family.  Guess who led the procession.....Hattie Goff of course !!!
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Well, I expect Hattie decided then and there that she 

and her husband Potts would start a Martin Family 

Reunion.  So, they did start the family gathering in their 

home in Kenedy, Texas.  Many came to the family 

reunion in Kenedy.  Of course I was there along with so 

many.

I knew ALL of the wonderful J.A. Martin children, and 

what a joy and blessing it has been to be a part of this 

group and all of their growing families.  Each one is very 

special, along with their children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.  Every single one of you are 

winners.  You are !

Now I'll just have to confess to you, I am almost 93 and 

I'll tell you a secret.  I'll plead guilty to one thing.  Having 

attended so many, many of the great family reunions, I 

still can't remember each one, who is exactly kin to a 

brother, husband, wife, cousin, sister, but I'll tell you one 

thing.  It doesn't really matter does it?  As long as we all 

love each other and keep up the wonderful fellowship 

with each other, then we can pass this on to all future 

generations. Watercolor of J.A. Martin in front of 

the Martin Ranch house

By Patricia Goff Arnold
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The reunion minute book from 1967.

The first official Martin Family Reunion was held in 

1931 in Kenedy, Texas.

1968 newspaper article
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Safari Hotel in Kenedy
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L-R: ?, Blossom Goff Martin, Loyd Martin, Mary Elaine 

(Pepper) Martin, Peggy Martin Cooper, ?



F2 7

Safari Hotel Pool
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Safari Hotel meeting tent
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Hattie (pink dress)

Merry 

Wise

Hattie 

Goff
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L-R: ?, ?, Susan Goff Frnka 

(center), ?, Martin Goff, 

Nibs Wolf, Loyd (standing 

in background)
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Susan Goff 

Frnka

Gwen Parker Plackard, Ray Seale, Paul Bauer
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Hilda Martin Jalufka

on the left

Center is Edna Martin

(she was the daughter

of Fish Martin)
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Martin Goff, Nibs 

Wolf and Kate Martin 

O'Neill
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Scenes from Hattie Martin Goff's portion 

of the Martin Ranch.
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Martin Goff, P.R.

"Potts" Goff, Jr., 

Glyn Goff at the 

1962 reunion.
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Reunion at the 

Stockade Cedar 

Lodge in New 

Braunfels, Texas in 

1962
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1962 Stockade 

Cedar Lodge 

Reunion in New 

Braunfels.
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Frieda Goff (right) at the reunion.
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Loyd Martin, P.R. "Potts"

Goff, Jr. on the left.
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Joyce Goff Lyons
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Frances Eileen Eckols 

Crawford on the left
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This early 1960s reunion was 

held at Camp Warnecke in 

New Braunfels.  The kids 

took an excursion to canoe 

and swim the Guadalupe 

River.  Left to right: Karen 

Goff Boyd, Dana Goff 

Machicek and Monty Goff.
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The Guadalupe River, New Braunfels, Texas

Dana Goff Machicek on the left
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The Guadalupe River in New 

Braunfels, Texas.
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?,?, Martin Goff, Pepper Martin
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Loyd Martin, Marilyn Goff 

Thompson, Gene Everett, Pepper
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Photo above is at the Safari Hotel 

swimming pool with Susan Godbout on 

the right.

The photo left: Myra Lee Goff seated, 

Joyce Goff Lyons standing, P.R. "Potts" 

Goff, Jr. on the right, Ginger Goff Ferraez 

in front.
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Billie Jean Goff 

left, Potts Goff, 

Frieda Goff 

center.
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Martin Goff on the left, Myra Lee Goff seated,  Joyce Goff Lyons standing and Ginger Goff on the right
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J. W. Crawford, 

Eddie Eckols, 

Darren Eckols, 

Billie Jean Goff in 

yellow, Marty Goff 

Godbout, Potts 

Goff, Frieda Goff
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Photo left: Ronnie 

Everett, Lee Ann 

Everett, Barbara May 

Welder on the right

Below: Nibs Wolf and 

Sissy Brand Seidel



F2 34

Martin Goff center, 

Roy Martin left, 

Allene Martin right
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1981 reunion at the Safari 

Hotel.  Left to right: Karen 

Goff Boyd, Susan Godbout 

holding Erin Boyd, Myra 

Lee Goff, Bob and Nancy 

Harvey in the 

background, Susan Goff 

in the center, Tracey 

Brand and Theresa Gearin 

in front
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Early 1970s reunion at the Safari Hotel.  Marc Goff on 

the left and Al Lyons on the right.

Below: Karen and Patty Goff
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Left:  Early 1970s reunion with 

Peggy Martin Cooper and 

Linda Cooper

Below: Peggy Martin Cooper
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Earl Eckols, Dorothy Eckols, Loyd Martin, 

Frances Eileen Eckols Crawford, Billie Bob 

Eckols, Eddie Eckols
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Vicki Thompson 

Gordon on the left
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Bobby Goff center and 

Martin Goff on the 

right
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Tracy Dare, 

daughter of Dana 

Goff Machicek
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Early 1970s reunion 

with Nancy Harvey, 

Jennifer Gordon and 

Vicki Thompson 

Gordon 
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Someone is getting 

thrown into the 

pool.  Left is Vicki 

Thompson Gordon, 

Jennifer Gordon
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Dede Graham, Frieda 

Goff, Blossom Goff Martin, 

Vic Tompson, Marilyn Goff 

Thompson, Nibs Wolf, 

Joyce Goff Lyons, Ep Agee, 

Pepper Martin
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John May
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At the domino 

table, Potts 

Goff's 

brother, Loyd 

Martin, Bear 

Lyons, Potts Goff 

and Bobby Goff
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Left to right: Marc 

Goff, Myra Lee 

Goff, ___, Martin 

Goff, Joyce Goff 

Lyons, a guest, 

back of Bear 

Lyons, Ed Eckols
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Dana Goff 

Machicek with 

Tracy, Marty Goff 

Godbout, Karen 

Goff Boyd
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On the right is Grace Bauer 

and Paul Bauer (he was the 

son of Bess Parker Bauer 

and grandson of Lela Martin 

Parker)

Left: Earl Eckols, Dorothy 

Eckols
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Nancy Lyons Harvey 

center, Bear Lyons
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Dana Goff Machicek, 

Bobby Goff
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Bess Parker Bauer 

on the left.  She was 

the daughter of Lela 

Martin Parker.
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Bear Lyons, Hattie Martin 

Goff, Bobby Goff, Loyd 

Martin



F2 55

Gene 

Everett
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Right in pink: Ella Theresa 

Martin, Frances Eileen Eckols 

Crawford, Billie Bob Eckols

Child in chair: Darren Eckols
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Kathy Thompson 

center back, 

Marilyn Goff 

Thompson, Vic 

Thompson, 

Blossom Martin, 

Billie Jean Goff, 

Joyce Lyons, Dana 

Goff

Nibs Wolf blue 

jacket, Annie 

Francis Martin 

"Sissy" Brand 

Seidel



F2 58

John May back 

right,  Ed Eckols 

center back, Potts 

Goff center right, 

Monty Goff, Vicki 

Goff, Dede Graham
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Myra Lee Goff 

yellow blouse, 

Frieda Goff with 

Dede Graham left, 

Sissy Seidel front, ? 

Seidel, Marty Goff 

Godbout, Marc Goff, 

Karen Goff Boyd 

center
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John May top left, 

Monty Goff, Dede 

Graham, Vicki 

Goff, Myra Lee 

Goff, Frieda Goff 

center
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Potts Goff 

center, Edna 

Martin 

(center), Ep 

Agee standing 

right
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Martin Goff, Marilyn Goff Thompson, Bobby 

Goff, Joyce Goff Lyons, Glyn Goff, Hattie 

Martin Goff, Potts Goff
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Hattie Martin Goff Family

Top: Vic Thompson, Susan Goff 

Frnka, Bear Lyons, Billie Jean Goff, 

Bobby Goff, Myra Lee Goff, Monty 

Goff, Joyce Goff Lyons, Frieda Goff, 

Marilyn Goff Thompson, Martin 

Goff, ____Goff (Potts' brother), Karen 

Goff Boyd, Glyn Goff, Kathy 

Thompson 

Bottom: Dana Goff Machicek, Tracy 

Dare, Scott Gordon, Jennifer 

Gordon, Vicki Thompson Gordon, 

Hattie Goff, Vicki Goff, Potts Goff, 

Tom Godbout, Marty Godbout with 

Susan Godbout

Seated front: Al Lyons, Marc Goff, 

Ginger Goff Faraez, Nancy Lyons 

Harvey
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Marty Goff Godbout with 

Susan Godbout Clower, 

Hattie Martin Goff with 

Jennifer Gordon, Dana Goff 

Machicek with Tracy Dare
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Blossom Martin, 

___, Cindy Harris, 

____, Linda 

Cooper Bridges, 

Debra Everett 

Silchenstedt

Back: Martin Goff 

and Marty 

Godbout
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Front left: Cynthia 

Plackard December, 

Kathy, Bess Plackard, 

Gwen Plackard

Center: Theresa 

Gearin, Ep Agee
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Hilda Martin 

Eckols 

Jalufka, 

Pepper 

Martin, Loyd 

Martin
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Kathy Thompson, Joyce 

Goff Lyons, Bob Harvey, 

Nancy Lyons Harvey, 

Nathan Harvey
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Tom Godbout and Kathy Thompson
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Ronnie 

Everett
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Hattie Martin Goff and Ep Agee on the left

Right: Linda Cooper Bridges
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Dana Goff
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Potts Goff, Bobby 

Goff, Bear Lyons, 

Loyd Martin
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Vicki 

Thompson 

Gordon 

yellow suit, 

Dana Goff 

Machicek 

white shorts



F2 81

Front left:

Kathy, Bess 

Plackard, Gwen 

Plackard and 

standing, Ep 

Agee
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Dede Graham was the mother of Frieda Graham Goff
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Vicki Thompson 

Gordon, Scott 

Gordon, Jennifer 

Gordon, ?
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Potts Goff
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Susan Godbout Clower, daughter of Marty and Tom Godbout
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Hattie Martin Goff, ?
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Below: ?, Pepper Martin, Hattie Martin Goff, Vic Thompson, Jennifer 

Gordon, Marilyn Goff Thompson, Loyd Martin, Potts Goff

Left: Scott Gordon exiting the plane
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A guest, Patty 

Goff Arnold, 

Al Lyons, Joyce 

Goff Lyons, 

Karen Goff 

Boyd, Marc 

Goff, Myra Lee 

Goff
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P. R. "Potts" Goff, Jr.
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One of Potts Goff's brothers
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Top row: Hilda 

Martin Eckols 

Jalufka,Loyd 

Martin, Seale 

Martin, Hattie 

Martin Goff

Seated: Daut 

Martin Agee, ?, 

Kate Martin O'Neill
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Paul Bauer standing right
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Hattie Martin Goff
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Gwen Bauer Cain

Theresa Gearin
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Center back: Tom 

Godbout, Marty 

Godbout, Frieda 

Goff, Martin Goff, 

____
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Loyd Martin on the left

Bessie Mae Bauer May, Barbara May Welder, Georgia May 

(sister of John May), Potts Goff center, Dollie Godbout in 

front
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Bobby Goff photo right
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Photo below: Billie Jean Goff, Joyce Goff Lyons, 

Edwin Cooper
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Bottom: Loyd Martin, Monty 

Goff
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Peggy Cooper, 

Pepper Everett, 

Patsy Harris
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Blossom Martin, 

Peggy Cooper
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Photo left:

Photo right: Fred Martin, ?, Kate Martin O'Neill
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Johnny Agee in 

black and white, Ep 

Agee, Myra Lee Goff 

in green

Front center: Mary 

Hasten, Geral 

Hasten
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Center front: 

Dana Goff 

Machicek
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Right: Theresa 

Gearin, Earl 

Eckols, Dorothy 

Eckols
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Photo left: Monty Goff

Below: Potts Goff in white shirt, Marty Goff 

Godbout in green dress
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Photo left: Marc Goff, Ginger Goff 

Faraez, Patty Goff Arnold

Photo Below: Loyd Martin, Tom 

Godbout's brother, Dolly Godbout, 

Myra Lee Goff
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Photo above: Myra Lee Goff center, Dolly 

Godbout, Tom Godbout's brother, Tom Godbout

Photo right: Callie Martin left center



F2 117

Photo left: Marc Goff, Ginger Goff 

Faraez, Patty Goff Arnold
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Above: Susan Goff Frnka, Bobby Goff

Melinda Harris, Abbie Cooper
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Below: Callie Martin left (wife of Fisher 

Martin, ?, Kate Martin O'Neill
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Below: Ed Eckols, Frances Eileen 

Eckols Crawford, Billie Bob Eckols, 

Dorothy Eckols
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Potts Goff
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Potts Goff left

Photo below: Potts Goff on the left and 

Joyce Goff Lyons in the black dress
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Nibs Wolf on 

the right
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Gary Cooper, 

Laurie Cooper, 

Allene Martin



F2 128

Nibs Wolf and Kathy Thompson on 

the left

Billy Arnold and Karen Goff Boyd 

below
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Erin Boyd below

J.W. Crawford, Peggy Cooper, 

Frances Eileen Eckols Crawford
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Photo left: Nibs Wolf

Center: Pepper Martin

Photo right: Vic Thompson, Patty Goff Arnold
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Photo left: Myra Lee Goff, Rich Boyd

Below:Billie Bob Eckols, Nancy Lyons 

Harvey

Photo Right: Patsy Harris, Cindy Harris
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Above: Kathy Thompson

Left: Bobby Goff, Roy Martin
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Above: Ed Silchenstedt, Loyd Martin Jr.

Right: Pepper Martin, Marilyn Goff 

Thompson, Ed Eckols, Hilda Martin Eckols 

Jalufka
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Left: Sissy Seidel, ?

Below: ? Potts Goff, ?, Rebecca Godbout, Frieda Goff, 

Susan Godbout Clower, Marty Goff Godbout
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Below: J.W. Crawford, Frances Eileen 

Eckols Crawford, Theresa Crawford 

Gearin



F2 136

Left: Pepper Martin

Center: Possibly Potts 

Goff's brother

Right: Nibs Wolf
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Above: Hilda Martin Eckols Jalufka, Blossom Goff 

Martin, Pepper Martin, ?

Right: Al Lyons, Bob Harvey
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Left: ____, Edwin 

Cooper

Right: Nibs Wolf, Sissy 

Seidel, Potts Goff in 

back
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Potts 

Goff

Blossom 

Goff Cindy 

Harris

Linda 

Cooper

Howard 

Harris
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Linda Cooper, 

Debra Everett, 

Diana Harris
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Left is Bess 

Bauer, Edna 

Martin center 

and Roy Seale on 

the right (he is 

the son of Edna 

Martin)
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Top row: Bess Bauer, Roy Seale, ??, Cynthia Plackard December, Kathy Bess Plackard, Gwen Plackard
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Barbara May Welder in the white hat and Paul Bauer in the yellow shirt

Front Center: Cynthia Plackard December, Kathy Bess Plackard, Gwen Plackard
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Above: Paul Bauer in the yellow shirt and 

Grace Bauer in blue

Photo right is Bess Parker Bauer
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Left is Bess Parker Bauer

Below is Bess Bauer, Loyd Martin, ?
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Photo left: Nibs Wolf and Barbara May Welder in the white 

hat

Center: Theresa Gearin
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Left is Roy Seale standing, Bess Bauer and Loyd Martin seated

Below: Nibs Wolf center

Right: Ep Agee, Paul Bauer in front
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Left: Barbara May Welder

Center: Barbara with Bessie May
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Myra Lee Goff
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Above: Patty Goff Arnold and Susan 

Godbout Clower center, Nancy Lyons 

Harvey right

Right: Vicki Goff, Hilda, Pepper, Loyd
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Center: Bess Bauer, Roy Seale
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Left: Diana Harris, Patsy Harris

Below: Monty Goff on the right
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Paul and Grace 

Bauer on the 

left.

Sissy Martin 

Seidel in red 

blouse
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Ep Agee, 

Martin Goff, 

John May in 

back, Gwen 

Bauer Cain 

center, Johnny 

Agee in grey 

standing, Bess 

Parker Bauer 

seated
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Gene Everett, 

Pepper Everett, 

Edwin Cooper
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Blossom Goff 

Martin and Ep 

Agee in the back, 

Hilda Martin 

Eckols Jalufka in 

the red hat, Gene 

Everett

Blossom Goff 

Martin on the 

right
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Marc Goff and 

John May 

standing, 

Dede 

Graham, 

Frieda Goff 

and Myra Lee 

Goff seated
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Blossom Goff 

Martin, Ep Agee, 

Johnny Agee
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Front row: Hattie Martin 

“Babe”, Nibs Wolf, 

Theresa Gearin, Darren 

Eckols, Billie Bob Eckols

Back row: Myra Lee 

Goff, Tracey Eckols 

center in blue, Eddie 

Eckols in yellow, Sissy 

Seidel in red in the 

back
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Bessie Mae Bauer May 

and John May above

Sissy Martin Seidel and 

Otto Seidel center
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____, Cindy Harris, 

Ronnie Everett, Lee 

Ann Everett
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Left: Gary Cooper, ___, 

Ronnie Everett, Linda 

Cooper

Right: Brandy Tice, 

Andy Tice
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Above: Martin Goff, Loyd Martin, Hilda Martin 

Eckols Jalufka

Right:
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Martin Goff, J.W. Crawford, Frances Eileen Eckols 

Crawford, Loyd Martin
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Kathy Thompson as a clown
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Kathy Thompson as a clown

Right: Potts Goff, J.W. Crawford, ?, John 

May, Bobby Goff
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Above: Kathy Thompson



F2 172

Above: Monty Goff, Marty Goff 

Godbout

Right: Kathy Thompson and 

Edwin Cooper
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Above: Erin Boyd, Patty 

Goff Arnold

Center: Roy Martin, Karen 

Goff Boyd, Brett Boyd

Above: Karen Goff Boyd, 

Brett Boyd, Erin Boyd, Myra 

Lee Goff
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At the 

Escondido 

Cemetery, 

Kenedy, Texas

Sissy Martin 

Brand Seidel, ?, 

Monty Goff, 

Martin Goff, 

Nibs Wolf
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Potts Goff 

center
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Hayride to the 

Escondido 

Cemetery
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Scenes from the Martin Ranch
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Escondido 

Cemetery
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Rattlesnake 

at the 

cemetery
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Erin Boyd, Rebecca Godbout, Kate Goff Thole, Karen Goff Boyd on the side of the pool
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?, Susan Godbout Clower, Tracy Dare
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Monty Goff, Vicki 

Goff, Kate Goff 

Thole
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Sissy Martin Seidel
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Pepper Martin left, Martin Goff center
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Mary Elizabeth 

"Nibs" 

Martin Wolf, Annie 

Frances Martin 

"Sissy" Martin 

Brand Seidel, 

Bessie Mae Bauer 

May
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?, Monty Goff, 

Marty Goff 

Godbout, Bessie 

Mae Bauer May
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Monty Goff, Frieda 

Goff, Marty Goff 

Godbout, Rebecca 

Godbout, Martin Goff, 

Tom Godbout
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Brian Mark Arnold, Patty Goff Arnold
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Erin Boyd, Loyd Martin, Jr.?, Brett 

Boyd, Karen Goff Boyd

Patty Goff Arnold, Monty Goff, ?, 

Erin Boyd
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Left: Brian Mark 

Arnold and Patty Goff 

Arnold

Right: Nibs Martin 

Wolf
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Nibs Martin Wolf, Ed Eckols, Bessie Mae Bauer May, Sissy Martin Brand Seidel
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