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contact

email Felix.Dwinger@iast.fr

website www.felixdwinger.com

academic position

2023- Institute for Advanced Study in Toulouse (IAST),
Toulouse SchoToulouse School of Economics (TSE), France

Postdoctoral Research Fellow.

education

2016-2023 University of Gothenburg, Sweden

Ph.D. from the Department of Political Science.
Title: Playing the Enemy: Information, Deception, & Dictatorial Survival

Supervision committee: Ellen Lust (Chair) · Anders Sundell · Milan Svolik

Fall 2019/20 University of Konstanz, Germany

Guest Doctoral Researcher in the Department of Politics & Public Administration.

Spring 2019 Yale University, CT

Visiting Assistant Researcher in the Department of Political Science.

2016-2017 Stockholm School of Economics, Sweden

External student enrolled in Political Economics and Public Choice.

2013-2015 Heidelberg University, Germany

Master of Arts
Major: Political Science · Minor: Economics

2011 Stellenbosch University, South Africa

International student enrolled in the undergraduate programme · Cum Laude
Major: Political Science · Minors: History, Afrikaans

2009-2013 University of Regensburg, Germany

Bachelor of Arts
Major: Political Science · Minors: Economics, Public Law.

mailto:Felix.Dwinger@iast.fr
www.felixdwinger.com
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research interests

Elite political dynamics and their effects on political institutions and outcomes with a focus on less
democratic contexts & processes of democratic backsliding.

working papers

2025 Rooted in Repression: A Theory of Propaganda

2025 Purges & Reputation

2020 Political Parties as Democratic Checks

work in progress

202x Service upon Request? Evidence from Question Times
XXXXXXXXXXXXXIin Zimbabwe

202x Shaping Identities to Undermine Democracy

202x War against Democracy: Shared Identities, Democratization,
XXXXXXXXXXXXXI& International Conflict

202x Representation & Protests in Electoral Autocracies:
XXXXXXXXXXXXXIEvidence from Zimbabwe

datasets

2016 Parliament Election Study 2014, Manifesto Project.

Cologne: GESIS Data Archive, ZA5162 Data File Version 1.0.0, doi:10.4232/1.5162.
Authors: Hermann Schmitt, Daniela Braun, Sebastian A. Popa, Slava Mikhaylov, Felix Dwinger

2015 European Parliament Election Study 1979–2009, Manifesto Project.

Cologne: GESIS Data Archive, ZA5102 Data File Version 1.0.0, doi:10.4232/1.5102.
Authors: Daniela Braun, Hermann Schmitt, Sebastian A. Popa, Slava Mikhaylov, Felix Dwinger

public outreach

2024 What’s the Point of a Protest?

Featured in the Crossing Channels Podcast at the Bennett Institute for Public Policy (Cambridge
University) & the IAST, May 6, 2024.

2024 Belief in Society: Why Do Things Fall Apart?

Contribution to the IAST Magazine, December 2024.

https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/1841488.rss
https://www.iast.fr/iast-magazine
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2024 Political Economy at IAST & TSE

Featured in a video promoting Political Economy at IAST & TSE on You Tube.

honours & awards

2019 Helge Ax:sson Johnson Foundation’s Scholarship

2019 Kungliga Vitterhetsakademien’s Scholarship

2018 Adlerbertska Foundation’s Scholarship

2018 Lundgrens Foundation’s Scholarship

2018 US EITM Stipend

2017 SND Travel Scholarship

2017 Grants Committee of the Philosophical Faculties’ Scholarship

2017 ECPR Grant

2012 DAAD Short-term Scholarship

professional service

Reviewer American Journal of Political Science, Comparative Political
XXXXXXXXXXXXIXStudies, Governance, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Political
XXXXXXXXXXXXIXStudies Review.

Administration Leader of the IAST Political Economy research team (2024-)

Administration Co-organizer of the IAST Annual Retreat (Fall 2023)

Conferences Co-organizer of the IAST Interdisciplinary Workshop
XXXXXXXXXXXIXXon Identity & Politics (Spring 2024)

Conferences Co-organizer of the IAST Workshop on the Political Economy
XXXXXXXXXXXIXXof Autocratic Politics & Democratic Backsliding (Spring 2025)

Seminars Co-organizer of the IAST General Seminar Series 2024-2025

Seminars Co-organizer of the IAST & TSE Political Economy
XXXXXXXXXXXIXX& Economic History Working Group (2023-2024)

work experience

2021-2022 University of Oslo, Norway

Research assistant in the project on the Emergence, Life, and Demise of Autocratic Regimes.

https://www.iast.fr/political-economy
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2015–2016 University of Mannheim, Germany

Predoctoral researcher at the Mannheim Centre for European Social Research (MZES). Organization
and realization of the 2014 wave of the Euromanifesto Project.

2013–2015 University of Mannheim, Germany

Research assistant at the Mannheim Centre for European Social Research (MZES).

2012 Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany

Yaoundé, Cameroon · Internship · Oct.–Dec. 2012

2012 Arnold-Bergstraesser-Institute

Freiburg, Germany · Internship · Aug.–Oct. 2012

2010–2011 University of Regensburg, Germany

Student assistant at the chair for Comparative Politics (Eastern Europe).

2007–2008 Paritaetischer Wohlfahrtsverband, Germany

Voluntary work in the social sector as an employee of the Paritaetischer Wohlfahrtsverband
Landesverband Bayern in Coburg, Germany.

presentations

July 2025 · EPSA · Madrid, Spain.
June 2025 · Political Economy Workshop · Toulouse, France.
Oct. 2024 · Comparative Formal Theory Conference · London, UK.
Sep. 2024 · APSA · Philadelphia, PA.
July 2024 · EPSA · Cologne, Germany.
May 2024 · Interdisciplinary Workshop on Identity & Politics · Toulouse, France.
May 2024 · IAST-Oxford-SciencesPo PE Conference · Toulouse, France.
Aug.–Sep. 2023 · APSA · Los Angeles, CA (Cancelled).
Apr. 2023 · Undemocratic Politics Mini-Conference · San Francisco, CA (Cancelled).
May 2023 · Formal Theory Society JSS · Online.
Apr. 2022 · MPSA · Chicago, IL (Online).
Jan. 2022 · SPSA · San Antonio, TX (Cancelled).
Sep. 2021 · APSA · Online (Cancelled).
Apr. 2021 · MPSA · Online.
Jan. 2021 · SPSA · Online.
Oct. 2020 · IR Caucus Conference · Freiburg, Germany (Cancelled).
Sep. 2020 · PAPP Seminar · Gothenburg, Sweden (Online).
Aug. 2020 · ECPR · Innsbruck, Austria (Online).
June 2020 · EPSA · Prague, Czech Republic (Online).
June 2020 · Formal Theory Society JSS · Online.
Dec. 2019 · Workshop on Inequality in Autocracies · Konstanz, Germany.
Aug.–Sep. 2019 · APSA · Washington, DC.
July 2019 · ECPR Summer School on Parliaments · Lisbon, Portugal.
Apr. 2019 · MPSA · Chicago, IL.



5

July 2018 · EITM US · Ann Arbor, MI.
Aug.–Sep. 2018 · APSA · Boston, MA (Cancelled).
Apr. 2017 · MPSA · Chicago, IL (Cancelled).

supervision

Postgraduate

Thesis

· Pass · University of Gothenburg, Sweden.

Undergraduate

Thesis

· Pass · University of Gothenburg, Sweden.

teaching experience

2025 Theories of Democratic Backsliding

Spring 2025 · Summer School in Quantitative Social Sciences, IAST & TSE, France.

2017 Democracy and Democratization

Spring 2018 · Teaching modules in postgraduate-level course, University of Gothenburg, Sweden.

2017 Swedish Politics in a Comparative Perspective

Fall 2017 · Teaching modules in undergraduate-level course, University of Gothenburg, Sweden.

2017 Swedish Politics in a Comparative Perspective

Spring 2017 · Teaching modules in undergraduate-level course, University of Gothenburg, Sweden.

2016 Euromanifestos Coding Workshop

Jan. 2016 · Instructing coders how to code party manifestos using the Euromanifestos Coding Routine,
University of Mannheim, Germany.

additional training

2025 TSE Internal Workshop

Toulouse, France · Nov 2025

Covered topic: Data analysis, machine learning, & webscraping with Python.

2024 TSE Internal Workshop

Toulouse, France · Dec 2024

Covered topic: Spatial visualization & data processing using QGIS.
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2019 ECPR Summer School on Parliaments

Lisbon, Portugal · July–Aug 2019

Covered topics: Legislative Organization; Representation in the 21st Century; Formal Models in
Legislative Studies; Delegation Theories & Parliamentary Democracy; Electoral Systems &
Legislative Organization; Speechmaking in Legislatures & Text Analysis; European Parliament:
Organization & Functions; Parties & Legislators; Experimental Research in Legislative Studies.

2018 Oslo Summer School

Oslo, Norway · July 2018

Covered topic: Qualitative Case Study Designs and Process Tracing.

2018 EITM US

Ann Arbor, Michigan · June–July 2018

Covered topics: Game Theory and Social Choice; Causal Inference; Text as Data and Machine
Learning; Qualitative Research Designs.

2017 ICPSR

Ann Arbor, Michigan · June–Aug. 2017

Completed courses: Game Theory I: Introduction; Game Theory II: Advanced Topics; Introduction to
Applied Bayesian Modelling I; Introduction to Applied Bayesian Modelling II: Advanced Topics.

2017 ECPR Winter School

Bamberg, Germany · March, 2017

Completed course: Introduction to Bayesian Inference.

2016 EITM Europe

Mannheim, Germany · June–July 2016

Completed courses: Refresher Course in Mathematics and R; Statistical Foundations; Theoretical
Foundations.

computer skills

Beginner · Python, osmium, QGIS

Advanced · LATEX, Microsoft Office, R, Stata

languages

German · Mothertongue.

English · Fluent in speaking, reading, & writing.

French · Advanced in speaking, reading, & writing.
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references

References upon request.

January 6, 2026


