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BACK STORY

The organization was founded in 1976 in Americus, Georgia, by Millard and Linda Fuller. Its vision grew out of their

experiences at Koinonia Farm. The international operational headquarters are located in Americus, with the administrative

headquarters located in Atlanta. Staff members at all locations serve to support and promote the activities of local, independ-

ent Habitat for Humanity groups, which initiate and manage construction, mortgages and homeowner selection worldwide.

Habitat relies on volunteer labor in order to con-

struct simple and affordable homes with its partner

families, as well as to build community and civil socie-

ty in the areas in which it works. Many volunteers are

unskilled prior to first working with Habitat, although

some professional or retired tradesmen or contrac-

tors may donate their services. Many churches and

other houses of worship (synagogues, temples,

mosques etc.)

HUMAN DRAMA

sponsor houses and provide a large amount of the

volunteers from their congregations. Some cor-

porations and businesses who value good corpo-

rate citizenship provide financial support to the

projects and/or donate materials for use in con-

struction. Many politicians and celebrities have

volunteered with Habitat, reflecting its profile as a

highly regarded non-profit.



SUCCESS STORY - THE GULF COAST PROJECT

Doug Keaty “Mr. Doug”; our energetic contractor/host is philanthropic

by nature and passionate about teaching. Mr. Doug has been a contrac-

tor here in Albuquerque for 30+ years. He makes building an exciting

and rewarding learning experience for everyone!

Mr. Doug is a regular crew leader and represents The Greater

Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity as the licensed contractor. He and

his wife Katie, a retired Air Force Major, are dedicated to giving back

and imparting their wisdom and talents to benefit others. Given their

experience and goals, Habitat for Humanity is the perfect fit!

NEWS CONFERENCE

Habitat relies on volunteer labor in order to construct simple and afford-

able homes with its partner families, as well as to build community and civil

society in the areas in which it works. Many volunteers are unskilled prior

to first working with Habitat, although some professional or retired trades-

men or contractors may donate their services. Many churches and other

houses of worship (synagogues, temples, mosques etc.) sponsor houses and

provide a large amount of the volunteers from their congregations. Some

corporations and businesses who value good corporate citizenship provide

financial support to the projects and/or donate materials for use in con-

struction. Many politicians and celebrities have volunteered with Habitat,

reflecting its profile as a highly regarded non-profit.

At our site, we coordinate a huge PR, press conference announcing the scope of the project. Local government,

Habitat for Humanity officials, architects, and families and community are in attendence.

DOUG KEATY - AT THE HEART OF THE SHOW



THE FUTURE STARTS TODAY

BUILDING GREEN 

project: ALBUQUERQUE
Set up the project with describing the environment in which

these homes will exist. Describe the neighborhood and the

social challenges they face. Show how the neighborhood needs

this project and what the future could be for these residents

as they try to better their lives and create community

Green Building, also known as green construction or sustainable building, is the practice of

creating structures and using processes that are environmentally responsible and resource-efficient

throughout a building’s life-cycle: from siting to design, construction, operation, maintenance, renovation,

and deconstruction. This practice expands and complements the classical building design concerns of

economy, utility, durability, and comfort.[1]

Although new technologies are constantly being developed to complement current practices in creating

greener structures, the common objective is that green buildings are designed to reduce the overall

impact of the built environment on human health and the natural environment by:

Efficiently using energy, water, and other resources

Protecting occupant health and improving employee productivity

Reducing waste, pollution and environmental degradation[2]

A similar concept is natural building, which is usually on a smaller scale and tends to focus on the use of

natural materials that are available locally.[3] Other related topics include sustainable design, green archi-

tecture, and energy efficient buildings.

Green building practices aim to reduce the environmental impact of buildings. Buildings account for a

large amount of land use, energy and water consumption, and air and atmosphere alteration. In the

United States, more than 2,000,000 acres (8,100 km2) of open space, wildlife SUPS habitat, and wetlands

are developed each year.[4]

As of 2006, buildings used 40 percent of the total energy consumed in both the US and European

Union.[5][6] In the US, 54 percent of that percentage was consumed by residential buildings and 46 per-

cent by commercial buildings.[7] In 2002, buildings used approximately 68 percent of the total electricity

consumed in the United States with 51 percent for residential use and 49 percent for commercial use.

38 percent of the total amount of carbon dioxide in the United States can be attributed to buildings, 21

percent from homes and 17.5 percent from commercial uses. Buildings account for 12.2 percent of the

total amount of water consumed per day in the United States.[citation needed]

Considering these statistics, reducing the amount of natural resources buildings consume and the amount

of pollution given off is seen as crucial for future sustainability, according to EPA.[8]

The environmental impact of buildings is often underestimated, while the perceived costs of green build-

ings are overestimated. A recent survey by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development finds

that green costs are overestimated by 300 percent, as key players in real estate and construction esti-

mate the additional cost at 17 percent above conventional construction, more than triple the true aver-

age cost difference of about 5 percent.[9]

Creating sustainable buildings starts with proper site selection. The location of a building affects a wide

range of environmental factors - such as security, accessibility, and energy consumption, as well as the

energy consumed by transportation needs of occupants for commuting, the impact on local ecosystems,

and the use/reuse of existing structures and infrastructures. If possible, locating buildings in areas of exist-

ing development where infrastructure already exists and conserving resources by renovating existing

buildings will help minimize a project’s environmental footprint.

Maximizing the green impact of site design and building infrastructure may be accomplished by consider-

ing energy implications during site selection and the design of building orientation. Improved grading and

natural landscaping practices can help control erosion as well as reduce heat islands. Incorporating trans-

portation solutions along with site plans that acknowledge the need for bicycle parking, carpool staging,

and proximity to mass transit can help encourage alternatives to traditional commuting and reduce both

energy consumption and waste emissions.[15]



MARQUEE 

ARCHITECTS DRIVE

CREDIBILITY FOR THE

HABITAT FOR

HUMANITY PROJECT



INFLUENTIAL ARCHITECTS LEAD THE WAY
In the architecture world, green thinking is futurist thinking. Here are three of America's leading architects from three different generations

who all have distinctive perspectives on how man,  and nature coexist.. Watching the process unfold will be compelling and educational.

FRANK 

GEARY
Los Angeles

age 80

.

His best-known works include the titanium-covered Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spanish

Basque Country, Walt Disney Concert Hall in downtown Los Angeles, Experience Music Project

in Seattle, Weisman Art Museum in Minneapolis, Dancing House in Prague, Czech Republic and the

MARTa Museum in Herford, Germany. However, it was his private residence in Santa Monica,

California, which jump-started his career, lifting it from the status of “paper architecture,” a phenom-

enon that many famous architects have experienced in their formative decades through experimen-

tation almost exclusively on paper before receiving their first major commission in later years.

PAOLO 

SOLARI
Scottsdale

age 90

Solari an Italian-American visionary architect with a life-long commitment to

research and experimentation in design and town planning. He established

Arcosanti and the educational Cosanti Foundation. The project is based on

Soleri’s concept of “Arcology,” architecture coherent with ecology. An arcol-

ogy is a hyperdense city designed to maximize human interaction; maximize

access to shared, cost-effective infrastructural services like water and sewage;

minimize the use of energy, raw materials and land; reduce waste and envi-

ronmental pollution; and allow interaction with the surrounding natural envi-

ronment. Arcosanti is the prototype of the desert arcology.

MITCHELL

JOACHIM
New York

age 37

He is acknowledged as an innovator in ecological design and urban design. He is also a researcher

and architectural educator. Mitchell Joachim’s specific professional interest has been adapting prin-

ciples of physical and social ecology to architecture, urban design, transport, and environmental

planning. he 2008 Smart List: 15 People the Next President Should Listen To” [6]. Rolling Stone 

magazine honored Mitchell as an agent of change in “The 100 People Who Are Changing America”



NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTUAL FIRMS



NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTUAL FIRMS



SANTA FE GREEN ARCHITECTURAL FIRM

Architect Aaron Bohrer, A.I.A., has more than 20

years architectural design experience. He received

a Masters of Science in Architecture from Dean

Bernard Tschumi’s Graduate School of

Architecture and Planning, Columbia University,

New York City, under the tutelage of Thomas

Lesser, Zaha Hadid, and Wiel Arets. He joined the

New York office of I. M. Pei & Partners and worked

with the firm’s late partner Jim Freed on First Bank

Place headquarters in Minneapolis, MN and the

Ronald Reagan International Trade and Cultural

Center in Washington D.C. In 1996, he founded

Archaeo Architects in Santa Fe, New Mexico

where he received numerous design awards for

residential and commercial projects. Since 2004

Aaron has been leading design and development

of H-Haus homes. 



ADDITIONAL GREEN ARCHITECTUAL FIRMS:

EpiCenter, Artists for Humanity, Boston, Massachusetts, by Arrowstreet Inc., which features a

grassy courtyard irrigated by rainwater collected on the roof.

Global Ecology Research Center, Stanford, California, by EHDD Architects, a low-energy lab-

oratory and office building that cut carbon emissions associated with building operation by

72 percent.

Government Canyon Visitor Center, Helotes, Texas, by Lake/Flato Architects, where big over-

hanging roofs, flaps and deep porches shield interior spaces from the sun and the building

itself oriented toward the prevailing summer breeze.

Hawaii Gateway Energy Center, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, by Ferraro Choi and Associates, which

has a cooling system that uses deep seawater.

Heifer International, Little Rock, Arkansas, by Polk Stanley Rowland Curzon Porter

Architects, Ltd., where waste water from sinks and drinking fountains, along with rainwater, is

reused in toilets and a cooling tower.

Sidwell Friends Middle School, Washington DC, by Kieran Timberlake Associates, which uses

solar chimneys and windows to provide ventilation by drawing cool air into the building

;

Wayne L. Morse U.S. Courthouse, Eugene, Oregon, by Morphosis & DLR Group, featuring

raised courtrooms and an air distribution system under the floor.

Whitney Water Purification Facility, New Haven, Connecticut, by Steven Holl Architects,

which provides water and includes a public park and sanctuary for migrating birds.

Willingboro Master Plan & Public Library, Willingboro, New Jersey, by Croxton Collaborative

Architects, PC, where a former shopping mall was transformed with skylights to capture

maximum daylight.

Z6 House, Santa Monica, California, by LivingHomes, Ray Kappe, a single-family residence that

uses natural ventilation and optimizes passive solar heating.



CREDIBLE “GREEN”

ACTORS

DRIVE VIEWERSHIP

AND INTEREST



CELEBRITY PITCH
Whether their fame comes from the screen or directly from the eco-work they do, we think celebrities getting envi-

ronmental issues into the public eye is great. It’s easy for mega-earning movie stars to throw money at the problems,

and sometimes money can do a lot, but our favorite celebrities are the ones trying to make a difference by example.







HOW THE SHOW PLAYS OUT

EPISODE1: Doug Keaty, host, gives back story of the creation of Habitat for Humanity. Early successes and who was involved-

archival footage. Give ABQ storyline regarding taking back a community that has fallen into urban blight. Hold a press conference on the

building location announcing the ABQ Project. At the ceremony, introduce the architects and the recipiants of the three houses that will

be built. Explain the green building challenge. End with breaking ground ceremony for a new “green” chapter for Habitat for Humanity.

EPISODE 2: Meet the 3 architects at their design offices, peering into a world few people have seen before. Start to learn

more about the 3 families who will be working on the building their new homes. See architects working and creating actual models and

blueprints. Final touches, ending with a meeting with the Habitat for Humanity board of directors. One of the directors is none other

than Brad Pitt.

EPISODE 3:  Open with a quick review of what has transpired in the first two episodes. Architects pitch their ideas to the

Board which includes Mr. Pitt. Introduce a landscape architect who will work side -by- side to create a real community. Talk to civic lead-

ers about the change and further plan to rejuvinate the neighborhood. Return back to board room to see reactions, comments and

what  revisions need to happen. Architects reactions end show.

EPISODE 4:  Quick review of last week’s show. Back at architect’s offices. Internal turmoil. More community storylines with

the 3 recipients. Deadlines need to be met. A second round in the board room ( with Brad Pitt ). Changes have been made to make

the houses more realistic to built. Some tension happens between the two parties. Cliffhanger- Will the architect firm quit or will they

be approved? Stay tuned.

EPISODE 5: Quick review of last week’s show showing conflict. 3-D animation shows us exactly what the houses will look

like, outside and in. The plans are approved by the board and the project is greenlighed. People celebrate and get ready start the process.

This begins the process of showing exactly how to build green. The ideas, the materials and the concepts unfold. It starts with a smart

foundation, literally. End with the bulldozers entering.

EPISODE 6: Quick review of last week’s show. The odyssey begins. Three houses, three GC’c, three construction crews and

three egos. Let’s talk foundation in this episode. Explain the why and the how. Materials, design etc. Understanding structural engineering.

The families begin hands on labor. Guest star appears to lend a helping hand. Show ends with building tip- How to set concrete.



HOW THE SHOW PLAYS OUT

EPISODE 7: Recap. Foundation is finished. Walls, and flooring are executed. Similar format to Episode 6. Landscape design-

er starts transforming the terrain.  ABQ mayor shows up. Show ends with tips on framing green. 

EPISODE 8: Recap. Plumbing is executed. Format similar format to Episode 6. Guest star appears. More human interest of

the families. Architect shows up- we have a problem with the foundation. Drama. Resolve. Show ends with tips on plumbing. 

EPISODE 9: Recap. Electric/solar is executed. Format similar format to Episode 6. Guest star appears. More human interest

of the families. Understanding solar power and how to make your own energy.  Show ends with tips on how to reduce your energy

consumption and install solar panels. (now available at Lowes)

EPISODE 10:  Recap. Interior finishes are highlighted. Flooring, paint, materials for kitchen and bath. Interior designer adds

ideas. Family conflict. Resolve.  Guest star. Show ends with tips on how installing energy efficient appliances.

EPISODE 11: Recap. Interior is finished. Another visit from an architect unveils a problem. Home eco-furnishings are

brought in.  Landscaping is also a main topic. . Guest star who’s into gardening shows up. Show ends with tips on how save water in

your yard and installing water catchers.

EPISODE 12: Recap. The finishing touches are in motion but not without conflict. Huge ceremony is planned with the

Governor, local government officials, and celebrities. All is resolved. The architects are praised and plans for the next project for Habitat

for Humanity are hinted. Final scene, families are handed the keys to their new houses. 


