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PARTNERS

FOR YOUTH

We support youth through mentorship, empowerment, and trusted adult engagement
so that they can face life's challenges and thrive.
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Dear Friends,

The 2021-2022 fiscal year was an amazing and eventful one for Partners, the
most significant event being our acquisition of Grand Futures Prevention
Coalition. Thanks to many individuals dedicated to providing the best possible
services to youth, Partners and Grand Futures effectively merged, with Grand
Futures dissolving as a separate organization. The end result is that Partners
has grown immensely in the last year, adding programs while maintaining our
strong mentoring services in Routt County. This undertaking is a testament to
what we are all here for: to invest in local youth so that they can thrive. Our
team has since worked together to update our vision, mission, and name to
more accurately reflect our expanded services and service area. Partners in
Routt County is now Partners for Youth. Qur vision is that “Northwest
Colorado youth are living healthy and meaningful lives, contributing to their
community, and successfully pursuing their dreams.” Our mission is as
follows: “We support youth through mentorship, empowerment, and trusted
adult engagement so that they can face life’'s challenges and thrive.” | could
list all of our amazing programs for you, but | think the stories, photos, and
information contained in this annual report speak for themselves. We are
honored to be a part of young people’s lives, and we are so grateful for your
ongoing support of local youth.

Warmly,
Lindsay Kohler (she/her)
Executive Director

9708796141 | www.PartnersYouth.org | 2673 Jacob Cr, Unit 100 | Steamboat Springs, CO 80487
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YOUTH ACTION COUNCILS

The purpose of Youth Action Councils is to give youth a voice in our communities. We take an approach
that focuses on the strengths of individual young people. We seek to create a healthy foundation for
our youth advocates to use their potential and empower them to develop skills by providing a safe
space for youth voice. Youth Action Councils are active in Routt, Moffat and Grand Counties.

60 youth served - 15 Grand, 11 Moffat, and 34 Routt
10% identified as a minority race, which is an increase over past years
23% identify as LGBTQ+, which is a dramatic increase over past years

Estimate based on feedback:
At least 50% of members experience mental health struggles

(especially anxiety and depression) and about 50% for low-income as well
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In addition to committed Youth Action Council members
F [ L1 438 youth we reached through implementation projects such as prosocial
L and educational events that were identified, planned, and carried out
by the Youth Action Councils

Grand - 168 // Moffat (estimate) - 110 / Routt (estimate) - 160
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IMPACTSTORIES.O.............O..O......O...

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS TEEN COUNCIL “Maya” joined the Steamboat Springs N [
Teen Council as a motivated 8th grader, with a desire to address issues her peers
and community were facing. She recently completed Sth grade and through her
involvement with the Steamboat Springs Teen Council, joined a statewide coalition £ 'y
of youth and has represented Northwest Colorado for the past year. Maya's
confidence and public speaking skills have soared, and she has joined the
Executive Committee as a youth leader after helping the Teen Council
develop committees to more effectively focus on planning prosocial events and community
engagement. She also worked with program staff to write multiple articles for the Steamboat Pilot,
helping increase community awareness and recognition of the Steamboat Springs Teen Council.

HAYDEN "NO NAME" COUNCIL The Hayden Youth Council emerged
following a mural project that Hayden students worked alongside
Rise Above Colorado to design and paint at the new Hayden Center.
The group of highschool youth shared their desire to advocate for
social change in their school and community, and began meeting
as a Youth Council on a weekly basis. An 11th grade student who
identifies as LGBTQ+ shared, "You've given us a space to feel safe
and be ourselves. | initially joined this group because | wanted to
address social issues in my community, but | come back each week
because this is where | feel my very best and am supported by
friends and adults.’
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STRENGTHENING FAMILIES PROGRAM

Strengthening Families Program 10-14 is an evidence-based prevention program for parents and/or
guardians and their children (ages 10-14) that focuses on family bonding and increasing healthy
communication within the family. Families learn to manage emotions, set goals, avoid peer pressure,
make better decisions and create better relationships. The program supports healthy, positive lifestyle
choices as alternatives to substance abuse and other behavioral issues.

* 2 program sessions completed

* 4 families (5 adults, 5 youth)
graduated, 6 families attended total

* 100% Routt
* 75% of Families were low income

* 2 facilitators trainings trained a total of
9 facilitators in Routt, 2 in Grand, 4 in Moffat

Here is what participants had to say about the program:

“At first | didn't want to go, it was my wife's idea. However, after the first session me
and the kids looked forward to going back every week. We loved it and had so much fun!”

"SFP changed our family’s life. We got so much from the class and want to do it again.’

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID

Youth Mental Health First Aid is designed to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers,
school staff, peers, neighbors, health and human services workers, and other caring citizens how to
help an adolescent (age 12-18) who is experiencing a mental health or addictions challenge or is in
crisis. Youth Mental Health First Aid is primarily designed for adults who regularly interact with young
people. The course introduces common mental health challenges for youth, reviews typical adolescent
development, and teaches a 5-step action plan for how to help young people in both crisis and non-
crisis situations. Topics covered include anxiety, depression, substance use, disorders in which
psychosis may occur, disruptive behavior disorders (including AD/ADHD), and eating disorders.

165 adults trained throughout Routt, Moffat, Grand, and Rio Blanco:
Grand - 10 / Moffat-6 / Routt - 84 Trained 34 at Hayden School District
Meeker/Rio Blanco - 63 a special project with the Meeker School District and trained their district staff



YOUTH SERVED BY COMMUNITY c¢cccccccccccccse
AND SCHOOL-BASED MENTORING PROGRAMS

Pt
108 s

fhpipep AL
thitiit JET ﬂﬁm

<
m
p
—]
O
22
Z
®

CAUCASIAN

g
T B A
T****** 2"°"°"‘"“""* LOW INCOOI\:EY I?AUI\-/II-:-II.IIENS

COMMUNITY BASED MENTORING ¢ ccccccccccccss

One-to-one mentoring program serves youth, ages six to 17 who benefit from having

another trusted adult in their life. Youth are referred to the program by community agencies and
individuals such as school counselors, Department of Human Services, Integrated Community, and others.
Each youth mentee is carefully matched with an adult volunteer mentor that is recruited, screened,
trained, and supervised by a Partners Case Manager. The Mentor serves as a friend, advocate, and role
model to the Mentee. Additionally, Mentees waiting to be matched receive services through our Nexus
waitlist program, where case managers take just waiting youth on group recreational activities.

COMMUNITY BASED MENTORING VOLUNTEERS

. Albert Deepe * Emma Friedland « John Chevalier o Mike Beurskens
o Alexandra Shannon o Erin Kissane « Julia Luciano « Mike Famulare
¢ Andy Dumke ¢ Erin Swanson ¢ Katie Knezevich ¢ Mike Stoltz
o Ashley McNichols o George Detwiler o Kevin Nicastro * Pamela Kinder
« Baili Foster « Hannah Clune « LauraSoard e Pamela Nebel
: BarryJohnson ¢ Hollee Hagen ¢ Lauren Carpenter * Pete Surgent
o Cait Bambenek o Jane Davis e LaurenVandenHurk e
. . ) . : + Rachele Rothe
o Carlyn Lawatsch o Janne Siegel o Leah Wolf Martin .

) . Reall Regan
* Carolyn Gibson e Jason Regan * Lisa Nelson o
. : ) . . - o Scott Fohrman
e Carrie Sabin o Jeff Grove e LoriKimble ®  Sean Heskett
+ Chelsie Holmes + Jennifer Berdine + Lorretta Ellsworth . €an rieske
e Cheryl Fullerton e Jerrod Skywalker e Mark Rosenberg . T.‘f\tlana Achcar-Szyba
« ChrisImbler « Jessica Charpentier ¢ Matt Caron . Tlm.Redmopd
¢ Cindy Kinnear ¢ Jessica Scroble ¢ Matt Hammett : Tra(':le DetW|!er
o Cindy Wither e Jimmy VandenHurk e Mia Thompson « Whitney Catizone
« David Lundeen ¢ Joe Tecce + Michelle House ¢ Willa Seybolt




IMPACT STORIES

My mentee and | have met a couple times at a local coffee shop. At first, | could tell she was really
nervous, but, as we got to talking, we realized we had a lot in common! We both work at restaurants
in town, we like the same type of music, we both have a fascination with sociology and psychology,
we have read many of the same books and we watch the same TV shows! Soon after we discovered
all these similarities between us, the conversation started flowing. We had endless topics to discuss!
| could tell she was feeling more relaxed and comfortable around me, as we discussed our love

for the TV show The Office and as we also talked about more serious topics, such as Behavioral
Psychology. | feel that our relationship is growing and that she is feeling more relaxed around me,
and | think that in the future, as our relationship continues to grow, | will be someone that she

can turn to when times get tough.

“MY MENTOR TAUGHT ME

IT'S OKAY

TO HAVE A FRIEND
& TRUST PEOPLE"
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“One of the biggest gifts we can give each other is our time.
Spending time with my mentee and inspiring him to make

the world better feels like winning the lotto.’

“Having been a mentor gave me the experience to be a better parent
to my own kids. It opened my eyes to being a role model,

even when | didn't realize | was being one.”

bhid| 4 PR W
69 | 64 | 34 | 64

YOUTH PARTNERSHIPS WAITING YOUTH VOLUNTEERS PROVIDED

SERVED 17 NEW PARTNERSHIPS SERVED THROUGH NEXUS 7,500+ HRS OF ONE-TO-ONE MENTORING

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MENTOR? WWW.PARTNERSYOUTH.ORG TO DOWNLOAD A VOLUNTEER APPLICATION!




IMPACTSTORIES.........O..................

A parent noticed a change in behavior in

their 13 year old son. He was partnered

with a mentor in the Volunteer School Based Mentoring
program last school year, and once it was over they decided
to become matched in the CBM program.

Together, both [mentee’s] parent and mentor were able to
figure out that he had started smoking marijuana.
Although talks from his father didn't seem to go anywhere
or make a difference, [mentor] was able to make him
think harder about the choices he was making. He knew
how special his relationship was with [mentee] and by
talking to him honestly about his own experiences, he was
able to get through to him and make a positive influence

on his life. | told him, if you're lying to people and stealing weed to be able to smoke it, what kind of person

does that make you? How have you felt when people have

lied to you before?" By asking very honest and

open questions about the situation, [mentor] was able to get through to [menteel. Because of the trust
established in this mentor relationship, and because of how much they mean to each other, [mentor] was
able to positively impact the situation and make a difference for [menteel] and family. This is a great
example of why having another meaningful and non-parent adult in a child's life can make a difference.

SOME OF THE WAYS
MENTORS AND MENTEES
SPEND TIME TOGETHER

Art & Crafts
Homework // School Projects
Biking / Hiking // Fishing
Swimming / Horseback Riding

a

Community Events / Snowmobiling
Attending Dance Performances
Sporting Events / School Presentations
Holiday Dinners // Birthday Dinners & Parties
Movie Nights / Museum Trips
Camping / Bowling // Rock Climbing
Running Errands Together
Facetime // Calls // Text
Skiing // Snowshoeing
Going To The Rodeo
Baking And Cooking

“His mentor was an absolute perfect
match for him and made a positive
impact on him that is definitely
lifelong gift. | am super grateful that the

kids got this opportunity with Partners,

so thank you for that”

“IT HAS MADE ME SO MUCH MORE

CONFIDENT,

OUTSPOKEN, I'VE LEARNED ENGLISH

BETTER AND WORKED ON MY
COMMUNICATION SKILLS
JUST BY TALKING WITH
MY PARTNER (MENTOR)”
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IN THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR, PARTNERS HAD TWO
SCHOOL-BASED MENTORING PROGRAMS

The InSPIRE (In School Prevention, Intervention, Relationships and Engagement) Program places part
time, paid mentors in the schools. INSPIRE Mentors provide guidance, support and tutoring to each of
their 10 target students for the duration of the school year. InNSPIRE mentors also plan and implement in
school and after-school programming based on the school’s needs.

Volunteer School-Based Mentors spent one hour each week with their mentees. Mentors and mentees
met in person or virtually and spend their time focused on school-related topics.

IMPACT STORIES

My mentee doesn't really talk at all in class, to friends or when called on, and will often not do his
assignments. This year | just started sitting next to him for chunks of time during class and trying to
help him stay on task with his assignments, while assisting and joking with him. | would ask him
questions at recess or lunch about his skiing and biking and interest in cars. He would respond, but
often not with a ton of information, but as the weeks went on, he started to share more and more
when | asked questions!

One day in the last couple weeks of school, | was asking him about his weekend when he then asked
me a direct question about how my weekend was, and asked me some questions about a car | told him
| was buying! | was shocked and so happy, since that was the first time he had ever worked to engage
in conversation!
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That week | also filmed his three
minute science video speech as his
class final, which he said was so not
fun for him, but he did it! His teacher
was so excited too because she had
never heard him talk for that long
either! It was a huge success that he
completed the assignment as well.
Working with my mentee has been so
valuable, just so he knows there's a
person in school who really cares
about him and cares to know him.

InSPIRE Mentors School Based Mentor Volunteers

ANITA HOFFMAN - South Routt County Schools TRACI TAKAKI
MEGHAN HOWARD - Steamboat Springs High School ANNA ATWATER

DAVID LONG - Steamboat Springs Middle school HAZEN KREIS
CASSIE ROESSETT - North Routt Charter
LEONA THURSTON - Steamboat Montessori

"OUR "PARTNER"HAS THE ABILITY TO SEE THOSE

STUDENTS WHO ARE AT RISK

AND AT THE EDGE OF DISCONNECTING FROM SCHOOL."




IMPACT STORIES ¢ ¢+ +seeeses

I've been working with my mentee for a few
months, and during that time he has expressed
interest in a variety of activities and hobbies.
However, he often lacks the motivation to
pursue these activities and hobbies to any
greater degree due to low self-esteem and his
characterization by others as a “trouble maker”.

Recently, he mentioned that he might try out for
the middle school basketball team next year. As
| am an avid fan of basketball, | quickly took
steps to cultivate this interest by helping him practice his basketball skills during our weekly meetings. Now,
every time | see my mentee at the school, he is eager to talk to me about his progression on the basketball
court, and his general attitude has improved greatly because of this.

This has had a positive impact on my mentee as it has proven to him that consistency and dedication can lead
to success, whether that be in a sport, in a friendship, or in the classroom.

Since the conclusion of last school year, we've heard from this student’s counselor that the school-based
mentoring program changed his life.

41 STUDENTS RECEIVED WEEKLY ONE-TO-ONE
SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND MENTORING
IN 5 SCHOOLS ACROSS ROUTT COUNTY.

"EVERY SINGLE ONE
OF US NEEDS

EXTRA
HELP &
SUPPORT

RIGHT NOW.
THIS WAS SUCH A GREAT
PROGRAM TO BRING IN.
THANK YOU."

"‘School Based Mentor’ has created lifetime bonds with a group of fragile young
students. Her presence in the school is responsible for their success. They know that

she sincerely cares and notices when they are absent or not functioning.’
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$1000+

® Ace Hardware

Amy Jenkins

Frances Stoltz

Fair and Square Construction

Gay A. Roan

Gary Warchol

Mark Satkiewicz Legacy Fund of the YVCF*
Native Excavating, Inc.

RE/MAX Charitable fund of the YVCF*
Russ & Carol Atha

Steve and Jackie Hofman

Terry Huffington

Toni Hennessy

Wendy L Rogers

Women's Giving Circle of the YVCF*
Wondergrass LLC

Anonymous Fund of the YVCF*

Borden Endowment of the YVCF*

Carol and Russel Atha Charitable Fund of the YVCF*
Moffat County Human Resource Coalition
VALE

Adrienne and Steven Southworth
Alan Belvo - Zirkel Wireless

Alysa Selby

Andrew Wilkinson

Angela Robinson

Anne Krieg

Barbara Shipley

Barbara Walker

Brad Iverson

Brian Fitzgerald

Bridget and Paul Ferguson

Carol Miller

Carrie Sabin

Chris Diamond

Christina Freeman

Clara Bradley

Clarice Atkinson

Colorado Group Realty Group Charitable
Foundation

Concordia Lutheran Church - Womens Guild
Cristina Magill

Dan Dooley

Dana Morton

David Smith

David Kinnear

Dennis Wellman

Don Eden

Donna Garth

Erin Miller

Evan Herman

Gregory Friedman

Gregory Johnson

Gretchen Daley

Gretchen Van de Carr in honor of Michelle Petix
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s TR R i FOUNDATION
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CSFF Ya¥ Pk ¥ AY sx Hunter Trust nc.
ROAD IRON HORSE
" NDATION
" . N EMERALD
e — MOUNTAIN
plecoontn  YAMPA VALLEY  UChealth EPIC ... .o
JENKINS DONATION LUFKIN FAMILY SEAN HESKETT g COLORADO
TRUST ENDOWMENT In memory of Jeff Dreyer ﬁ Division of Criminal Justice

Depanment of Public Safety

Jack Dysart

James and Erin Kissane

Jan Levy

Jason Regan

Jean Ray

Jessica Ludwick

Law Office of John Vanderbloemen
Karen Pharris

Kathleen Emge

Kathryn Raley

Kemdall Geer

Scott and Kimberly Slamal

Laura Soard

Lee and Bryant Cox

Lisa Owen

Sue and Ron Davies

Lori Thompson

Margi Briggs-Casson
Alan-Bradley Windows and Doors
Melrose Kuusinen

Michelle Nalder

Monica Niedermeier

Mountain Tap Brewery

Pam and Steve Williams

Reall Regan

Rob MacCarthy

Roger Reynolds

Erickson Financial Services - Scott Erickson
Shelly Dermody and Robert Harris
Steamboat Group Fundof the YVCF*
Stuart Roberts

Thomas Krabacher

Todd Pedersen

Aaron Bergemann Elijah Campbell Lauren and Jimmy VandenHurk Michael and Sandra Moore
Avrom Feinberg and Erica Gallagher Elizabeth Rossi Leah Wolf Martin Michelle Petix

Barbara Lokkesmoe Jordan and Emily Osterman Linda Danter Peter Morelli

Brian Berge Erik Galloway n honor of Lee Cox Richard and Kim Thompson
Candy Granger Jane Toothaker Lindsay Kohler in memory of Jeffrey Richards
Lynn and Bill Davis Jennifer Hamann Lisa Adqmo ) Sherrie Ford

Carolyn Krueger Jennifer Kempers The Petis Family Stacy Most

CK Erickson Jennifer Travis Lynn Ross-Bryant Steamboat Climbing Collective
Deborah Gooding Joan Heimbach Mar||yn_ Koponen Tania Coffey

Debra Proper Judy Ross Mark Fl.tzgerald Terry Sherrill

Diane Lane Karen and Dean Massey Mary Nilssan Ulrich Salzgeber

in honor of Shemi Katie Armstrong Mahura Waflsp}/} helle Peti Willa Seybolt

Donald and Kathy Savory in honor of Emily Armstrong Eegc;nnolr"\’iocha‘rcd ele et William Sauter

Edith Hornik Kimberly and Michael Walker in honor of Sean Heskett Bud & Jane Romberg Fund of the YVCF*
Edwin C Armstrong Larry Williams Michael and Hope Cook

* Yampa Valley Community Foundation



Thank you to the generous donors who
wish to remain anonymous. We truly appreciate
every contribution and sincerely apologize to

anyone we may have missed. Special thanks to the
large number of individuals and businesses that donate
goods and services to our programs. Your support is truly
valued and contributes greatly to the success of our events.

Backdoor Grill Kruse Builders
Backdoor Sports 0ld Town Hot Springs
Christy Sports Rex's

The Corner Slice Snow Bowl

Dusky grquse.Coffee & Re.cords Steamboat Climbing Collective
Community First Foundation Steamboat Ski & Resort Corp
Computer Support Gal Steamboat Snowmobile Tours

gi?nlE‘);tnegilic;r:‘Ofﬁce Steamboat Tennis & Pickleball Center
Element Print & Design Steamboat Touring Center

Hayden Center Wheels Bike Shop

Hazel Hoff World Footbag

Howelsen Ice Arena Yampa Valley Gives

Johnny B Goods Yoga Center of Steamboat

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

2021-2022 REVENUE

2% 2% REVENUE

Government $277,676
Special Events $51,988
Foundations $193,906
Individuals $80,512
PAC Rent Income $11,977
Corporate $11,605
United Way $23,875
Total Revenue & Support $650,999
EXPENSES

Programs Services $576,000
Administrative $70,968
Fundraising $26,697
Total Expenses $673,665

" Government M Special Events ™ Foundations MIndividuals ™ PACrentincome M Corporate M United Way



To support these amazing programs please visit our website

partnersyouth.org/donate or scan code
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2673 JACOB CIRCLE, UNIT100 | STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, COLORADO 80487




