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February 1st: Saturday: Corona Norco Council PTA Family
Engagement Event, 6pm
February 3rd Monday: Advocacy Think Tank, 8am-10am
February 5th: World Read Aloud Day
February 11th: National PTA Safer Internet Day
February 28th: Garretson PTA Health and Safety Carnival: 4:307pm
March 2nd, Monday: Read Across America Day
March 9th, Monday: Advocacy Think Tank, 8am-10am
March 13th: 23rd District Reflections Awards
March 21st, Saturday: CNUSD Festival of the Arts

JANUARY 30TH, 2020

• January to February Mission:
Operation Resolve to Read!
•
•
•
•

Research shows that reading aloud is the single
most important thing you can do to help your child
succeed in school.
It takes 21 days to form a new habit what better
habit to have than reading aloud daily for at least
15 minutes.
Operation Resolve to Read is a mission and a
challenge for PTA units.
As the PTA: How can we…
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Ideas:
“Disconnect to Connect”, “Get Caught
Reading”, “For the Love of Reading”
•
Parents post pictures to the FB page.
CNUSD Reads
•

•
•

Get more parents reading to their students, every day?
Encourage parents to continuing reading to and with
their students over Winter Break?
Encourage students to continue reading over Winter
Break? (Applicable at all schools and in all grades).
Create a program/plan to have our parents and
students “Resolve to Read” in 2020?
Start thinking about how we can support “Read Across
America”…

• Operation Resolve to Read Mission Levels:
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Create a plan to rollout to parents and students using World Read Aloud Day
(February 5th) as a “kick-off” day and moving toward Read Across America Day
(March 2nd) as a celebration day
Engage your administration and teachers and build on your plan encouraging
parents and students to include READING AND READING ALOUD in their daily,
weekly, and monthly family schedules
How can your plan support and supplement what your school already has
planned?
Post to your FB page

Level 2- Create a “Reader’s Oath” or “Reading Pledge” and get that out
to your parents and students AND get them back
•
•
•

Families watch episodes of CNUSD reads together

Article from CNN “This is your child's brain on
books: Scans show benefit of reading vs.
screen time”
https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/16/health/child-brain-readingbooks-wellness/index.html

Level 1- Get your Advocacy Chairperson to present this to your
Executive Board. Create a program/plan to keep the momentum going
thru to the end of the year

Create a display of the signed pledges
Post to your FB page
Could you offer a Scholastic dollars to teachers who get the pledges back from
their parents/teachers?
Could you offer a Scholastic family night basket to give away in an opportunity
drawing for pledges returned?

Level 2-(second options) Create a “Where do you read”
program/contest
•
•

Families can take pictures of where they read and get caught reading!
Can they post to your FB page?

•

Plan and host a family engagement event that focuses on reading, literacy, and
books
Engage your students, parents, teachers, and admin team to promote the event
and ensure its success.

Level 3-Plan and host a “reading event”
•
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NEA Reader’s Oath
I promise to read
Each day and each night.
I know it's the key
To growing up right.
I'll read to myself,
I'll read to a crowd.
It makes no difference
If silent or loud.
I'll read at my desk,
At home and at school,
On my bean bag or bed,
By the fire or pool.
Each book that I read
Puts smarts in my head,
'Cause brains grow more thoughts
The more they are fed.
So I take this oath
To make reading my way
Of feeding my brain
What it needs every day.
http://www.nea.org/grants/readers
-oath.html

Read Across America Week-don’t just celebrate for a day-make it a
week
Here are some suggestions from ReadAcrossAmerica.org
https://www.readacrossamerica.org/ideas-for-celebrating-raa/
3/2 - Read Across America Day – Wear Red, White, and Blue and
bring a book that you would like to take on a road trip.
3/3 - Readers are Great Leaders - Dress for a job you would like one
day and bring a book or write a personal essay about your dream
job.
3 /4 - Read My Shirt Day - Wear a Shirt with KIND words and take
turns reading words on shirts.
3/5 - We have Character - Dress as your favorite book character and
bring picture of the book or wear crazy socks and bring a joke or
riddle book.
3/6 - ELECTRONIC BLACKOUT DAY! - Wear all black today and your
favorite book to read with a flashlight.

World Read Aloud Day
Here are some suggestions from
LitWorld.org
https://www.litworld.org/worldread
alouddayfreeresources
Scholastic
https://www.scholastic.com/worldre
adaloudday/
https://www.scholastic.com/content
/dam/corp-home/wrad/WRAD2020_OneSheet.pdf
Read Aloud
https://readaloud.org/
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION: FROM CAPTA.ORG…..
RAISING A READER
Everyday activities are a perfect setting for children to develop language skills and become lifelong
readers.
When you make reading and writing a natural part of your day as a family, students acquire strong
literacy skills and a bigger vocabulary to help them achieve academically. To build these skill sets at
home:
Encourage Literacy – Encourage your child to help make shopping lists, draw and write thank-you
notes, write grocery lists and create menus for meals.
Tap Into Your Community – Check out materials such as toys, CDs and books from libraries. Participate
in activities held by libraries and bookstores, such as story time, writing contests and summer reading
programs.
Make It Easy – Keep reading and writing materials such as books, magazines, newspapers, paper,
markers, crayons, scissors, glue and stickers accessible at home.
Read Together – Read books and rhymes and play language games such as tongue twisters and puzzles
with your child. Point out the letter-sound relationships your child is learning on labels, boxes,
magazines and signs.
Share Stories – Keep a notebook and write down stories your child tells you so that the child may see
the connection between oral language and text.
Be a Reader – Children observe and learn from people around them. Let your child know you are
proud of his or her reading.
When reading and writing are part of your family routine, your child will enhance the skills needed to
better prepare him or her to do well in school.
For more ways to help ensure your child is ready to learn, download the U.S. Department of
Education’s resource, Parent Power: Build the Bridge to Success.

Boost Literacy Skills:
Student success in school depends heavily on an ability to read and write at grade
level from pre-school to high school.
Yet the starting line for many children is different, depending on their ZIP code. By
age 3, there is a 30-million “word gap” between children from well-off and lowincome families.
As studies show, this “word gap” can lead to disparities not just in vocabulary size,
but also in school readiness. It can even affect long-term educational and health
outcomes, earnings and family stability decades later.
By talking, reading and singing more to children, the “word gap” is reduced and
their chances for later success in school and beyond improved.
You can give your child a strong start to build pre-literacy skills for school
readiness. Whether at home, on a walk or doing errands, help him or her from an
early age to become a successful reader by:
Playing simple name games by asking “what is this?”
Labeling things at home such as a door or a cup and reading the labels together
Showing the ingredients as you cook and naming them together
Reading aloud the words on signs and in stores.
For hands-on, family literacy activities, download 30 Days of Families Learning
Together from the National Center for Families Learning, in English or in Spanish.

Did you know

PTA resolutions act as touchstones for our

advocacy.
All of our advocacy efforts center around our core values and resolutions,
which are submitted by units, councils, districts or California State PTA’s
Board of Managers. The resolutions offer official guidance on issues as
wide ranging as school-finance topics, health and safety issues, community
concerns and more.
The resolutions start as issues and ideas concerning parents like you in
our units, councils, districts or California State PTA Board of Managers.
These issues are then carefully researched and formed into formal
resolutions for consideration and adoption according to a special
procedure. Resolutions adopted by convention delegates then serve as a
basis for action in unit, council, district PTA and California State PTA.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION: FROM NATIONAL PTA
Have you had a chance to look at “Notes from the Backpack?”
https://www.pta.org/center-for-family-engagement/notes-from-the-backpack
Many titles are available in English and Spanish. You can share these with your Board
and Association.
A Podcast for Parents, by Parents
Listen to Notes from the Backpack:
A PTA Podcast and get the answers to the burning questions you have about how to
best support your child's education and development.
We know you have a lot to keep up with at home and throughout the school year and
these episodes will support you every step of the way!
Real Experts. Real Parents. Real Conversations.
Each 30-minute podcast will give you the inside scoop on how to help your child
succeed in and out of school.
Hear unique perspectives from experts, parents and educator guests who will give you
real-life advice and ideas you can use!
Find out ...
How your kid is really doing in school
The truth about school discipline in America
How to handle homework

Did you know

PTA resolutions act as touchstones for our advocacy.
Resolution on Homework: Quality Over Quantity
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/advocacy/2016-approved-conventionresolutions/homework-quality-over-quantity-r.pdf
Whereas, When appropriately utilized, homework has the potential to be a valuable aid
to help students maximize their learning experience; and
Whereas, Homework assignments vary in quality and purpose; evidence-based research
has identified that quality homework assignments state clear objectives, are relevant to
students, and are grade and age appropriate in terms of ability and time required; and
Whereas, Homework has the potential to negatively impact family and child
interactions, and high quantities of homework not only add to stress, but do not
necessarily lead to higher achievement outcomes; additionally research has proven that
students who spend more than the recommended grade appropriate time on
homework can experience no increase or a decrease in academic achievement; and
Whereas, Homework that relies heavily on parental input and supervision has the
potential to further increase the achievement gap in our schools and create inequity
when it fails to take into account the diversity of parents’ or caregivers’ academic ability,
time availability, and resources to adequately support learning at home; now therefore
be it
Resolved, That National PTA and its constituent associations support teachers, schools,
and districts in promoting the design of meaningful homework that will advance a spirit
of learning with a focus on quality assignments to motivate students based on grade
and ability; and be it further
Resolved, That National PTA and its constituent associations advocate that teachers,
schools, and districts follow evidence-based guidelines regarding the use of homework
assignments and its impact on children’s lives and family interactions; and be it further
Resolved, That National PTA encourages its constituent associations to advocate for
school districts, boards and administrators to review and/or implement homework
policies and appropriate resources to address quality, quantity and equity concerns
reflective of their local community; and be it further
Resolved, That National PTA collaborates with appropriate national organizations to
create or revise model homework policies that take into account all facets and
considerations that impact children's successful completion of homework in every local
community.
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https://www.pta.org/home/progra
ms/connected/smart-talk

