ROMANS, PAUL’S MAGNUM OPUS, is placed first among his thirteen epistles in the New
Testament. While the four Gospels present the words and works of Jesus Christ, Romans
explores the significance of His sacrificial death. Using a question-and-answer format, Paul
records the most systematic presentation of doctrine in the Bible. But Romans is more than
a book of theology; it is also a book of practical exhortations. The good news of Jesus Christ
is more than facts to be believed; it is also a life to be lived—a life of righteousness befitting
the person “justified freely by His [God’s] grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus” (3:24).

Key Word: The Righteous

Key Verses (1:16-17; 3:21-25) — “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those
who believe in His name; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God” (1:16-17).

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written
in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (3:21-25).

Key Chapters (6-8) — Foundational to all teaching on the spiritual life is the central
passage of chapters 6-8. The answers to the questions of how to be delivered from sin, how
to live a balanced life under grace, and how to live the victorious Christian life through the
power of the Holy Spirit are all contained here. Many consider this to be the principal
passage on conforming to the image of Jesus Christ.
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Outline of Romans

Part One: The Revelation of the Righteousness (1:1-8:39)

Introduction, 1:1-17

Condemnation: The Need for God’s Righteousness, 1:18-3:20
A. Guilt of the Gentile, 1:18-32

1. Reason for Gentile Guilt, 1:18-23

2. Results of Gentile Guilt, 1:24-32
B. Guilt of the Jew, 2:1-3:8

1. Jews Are Judged According to Truth, 2:1-5

2. Jews Are Judged by Their Works, 2:6-10

3. Jews Are Judged with Impartiality, 2:11-16

4. Jews Do Not Obey the Law, 2:17-29

5. Jews Do Not Believe the Oracles, 3:1-8
C. Conclusion: All Are Guilty before God, 3:9-20.
Justification: The Imputation of God’s Righteousness, 3:21-5:21
A. Description of Righteousness, 3:21-31.

B. Ilustration of Righteousness, 4:1-25
1. Abraham’s Righteousness Apart from Works, 4:1-8
2. Abraham’s Righteousness Apart from Circumcision, 4:9-12
3. Abraham’s Righteousness Apart from the Law, 4:13-15
4. Abraham's Righteousness Was by Faith, 4:16-25
C. Benefits of Righteousness, 5:1-11
1. Peace with God, 5:1-2
2. Joy in Tribulation, 5:3-8
3. Salvation from God’s Wrath, 5:9-11
D. Contrast of Righteousness and Condemnation, 5:12-21

Sanctification: The Demonstration of God’s Righteousness, 6:1-8:39
A. Sanctification and Sin, 6:1-23
1. Believer’s Death to Sin in Principle, 6:1-14
2. Believer’s Death to Sin in Practice, 6:15-23
B. Sanctification and the Law, 7:1-25
1. Dead to the Law but Alive to God, 7:1-6
2. Law Cannot Deliver from Sin, 7:7-25
C. Sanctification and the Spirit, 8:1-39
1. The Spirit Delivers from the Power of the Flesh, 8:1-11
2. The Spirit Gives Sonship, 8:12-17
3. The Spirit Assures of Future Glory, 8:18-30
4. The Spirit Assures of Final Victory, 8:31-39
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Part Two: The Vindication of the Righteousness of God (9:1-11:36)

[. Israel’s Past: The Election of God, 9:1-29
A. Paul’s Sorrow, 9:1-5
B. God’s Sovereignty, 9:6-29

II. Israel’s Present: The Rejection of God, 9:30-10:21
A. Israel Seeks Righteousness by Works, 9:30-33
B. Israel Rejects Christ, 10:1-15
C. Israel Rejects the Prophets, 10:16-21

III. Israel’s Future: The Restoration by God, 11:1-36
A. Israel’s Rejection Is Not Total, 11:1-10
B. Israel’s Rejection Is Not Final, 11:11-32
1. Purpose of Israel’s Rejection, 11:11-24
2. Promise of Israel’s Restoration, 11:25-32
C. Israel’s Restoration: The Occasion for Glorifying God, 11:33-36

Part Three: The Application of the Righteousness of God (12:1-16:27)

[. Righteousness of God Demonstrated in Christian Liberties, 12:1-13:14
Responsibilities Toward God, 12:1-2

Responsibilities Toward Society, 12:3-21

Responsibilities Toward Higher Powers, 13:1-7

. Responsibilities Toward Neighbors, 13:8-14
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II. Righteousness of God Demonstrated in Christian Liberties, 14:1-15:13
A. Principles of Christian Liberty, 14:1-23
B. Practices of Christian Liberty, 15:1-13

III. Conclusion, 15:14-16:27
A. Paul’s Purposes for Writing, 15:14-21
B. Paul’s Plans for Traveling, 15:22-33
C. Paul’s Praise and Greetings, 16:1-27
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Probably Written in Corinth
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C.AD. 57

* Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa. Talk thru the Bible. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2002.
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