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My mother, Leslie Zondervan-
Droz, has practiced plant

medicine for my whole life but as
a child I didn't understand that it

was a spiritual practice or
Indigenous science. It was just
something we did, and often

required work and patience. Now
as an adult, I'm amazed at what

she knows, her passion for
learning, and her connection to

the Plant People. 
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Click here for the video link

My Mother
by Merry Kate Lowry
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Thursday, May 18th, 10AM

West Beach
Sunday, May 21st

 

Sacramento, CA 
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Eyes on Policy Change
AB-756 Department of Transportation:

contaminated stormwater runoff
 

AB 1284 Tribal ancestral lands and
waters

https://photos.app.goo.gl/xp6Q2XPkqdHgwmuU9
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB756
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1284


    North Coast Native Protectors (NCNP), a Native-
managed non-profit was founded in 2019 with a
mission to promote clean water, healthy oceans, and
Tribal management. The NCNP established a statewide
Tribal Marine Collaborative (TMC), which serves as a
platform for Tribes, indigenous people across California
and allies across Turtle Island; to come together to
share challenges and successes, network, and find
solutions towards a sustainable future for all. `

Press Release: Statewide MPA Forum/Fish & Game

North Coast Native Protectors
Tribal Marine Collaborative  
 Indigenous Voices are Heard: The Tribal Marine Collaborative brought over 20 Indigenous people, from   
 Del Norte County to San Diego County, to Marine Protected Area management events.

Monterey, CA March 16, 2023
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(707)672-2709

 
tribalmarinecollaborative.org
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Eureka,  CA 95501
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    California MPAs comprise the largest ecologically-connected network of its kind in the world, which
includes estuaries, intertidal zones, rocky reefs, kelp forests, soft marine bottoms and submarine canyons.
The California Marine Protected Area (MPA) Collaborative Network was established 2012 to empower
diverse communities to engage in marine protected area stewardship for a healthy ocean. The network
includes 124 MPAs and 14 MPA Collaboratives throughout the coastline of California, all of which fall within
the boundaries of federal, state and locally recognized California indigenous tribes. 

    TMC is building relationships throughout the state with tribal leaders, MPA Collaborative Network, Fish &
Game Comission, UC and CSU School systems and local community members to create an engaged and
holistic future for marine management in California. There is an increasing awareness of the need to
collaborate with Indigenous peoples and support Indigenous leadership; as a vital key to healthy and
sustainable coastal/marine management. TMC's first step was to pay respect and recognize their role as a
guests within the traditional lands of the Esselen Nation (Ohlone Costanoan), now known as Monterey, and
was welcomed by Chairwoman Louise Ramirez.

 

 
North Coast Native Protectors Tribal Marine Collaborative (TMC) is not meant to replace or be the voice for any Tribe, but is to
provide a forum for Indigenous peoples to have the ability to speak of their experiences and connection to the ocean and marine
resources of cultural significance. TMC is not trying nor will it replace the voice of Tribal Governments who are the only authorized
entity to speak for a Sovereign Nation. TMC has members of diverse backgrounds, tribal affiliations and extensive experience in
Tribal Marine Affairs.

 

March 14, 2023 TMC members at the MPA Collaborative
Network MPA Day 

   TMC is currently gearing up for the Tribal Water Summit in Sacramento on April 11-13, participation in this
summit will help inform policy makers for California water policy and advance issues of equity, access and
incorporation of Traditional Ecological Knowledge in the California State Water Plan (water.ca.gov). With
gratitude tribally funded by 7th Generation Fund and California Tribal Fund; First Nations Development
Institute. If you are interested in learning or supporting the work that TMC does, check out the website
tribalmarinecollaborative.org.

    The MPA Collaborative Network, California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the California
Fish and Game Commission hosted events on March
14th-16th in Monterey, CA to discuss the management
of California's 124 marine protected areas. 



 TMC debriefing meeting
(above)   Ruthie Maloney and

Priscella Kinney at MPA
Collaborative Day (R) 

March 14th MPA Network Collaborative/TMC Debrief

TMC members: Kate Lowry,
Olivia Munoz, Catherine

Buchanan, Nikcole Whipple,
and Marion Frye (L).



March 16th 2023, Fish & Game Commission Management Decadal
Management Review Forum

 

Teddie Moorehead, Yurok,
Tolowa, Ch'miriko, Big Lagoon

Rancheria and Seminole;
Followed by Jessa  Calderon -

Chumash/Tongva/Yoeme

Spenser Jaimes - Šmuwič Chumash leading the line to provide public
comment

Gabrielle Crowe - Gabrielleno-
Shoshone, Catherine
Buchanan - Elk Valley

Rancheria

Ruthie Maloney - Yurok/Navajo, 
Followed by Spenser Jaimes - Šmuwič Chumash and

Olivia Munoz - Mohawk



Press Release: 4th Tribal Water Summit

North Coast Native Protectors Tribal
Marine Collaborative 

Sacramento, CA April 10, 2023

Tribal Nations, Federal, State and Local agencies come together to create pathways towards
sustainable water management and preserving Tribal Water Rights in California

 TMC outreached for the Tribal Water Summit, and was able to gain more participation from 
Tribal Leaders and Cultural Bearers throughout the state. In attendance was Chairwoman 
Louise Ramirez of the Esselen Nation and Chairwoman Quirina Geary of the Tamien Nation; 
both which are near the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta project which provides the water 
supply to 27 Million residents and Agricultural Industry. The many uniquely affected 
Indigenous nations and communities, can tell generations long perspectives of water mis- 
management and diversions. This knowledge and perspective can inform California State 
policies to support Tribal Leadership, protect Tribal water rights and including
TEK(Traditional Ecological Knowledge) practices throughout the state.

 With gratitude funded by 7th Generation Fund, California Tribal Fund; First Nations
Development Institute and Humboldt Area Foundation. If you are interested in learning or
supporting the work that TMC does, check out the website tribalmarinecollaborative.org

:
Merry Kate Lowry
merrykatelowry@gmail.com
(707)298-4595

Priscella Kinney
prosekinney@gmail.com
(707)672-2709

North Coast Native Protectors Tribal Marine Collaborative (TMC) is not meant to replace or be the voice for any Tribe, but is to 
provide a forum for Indigenous peoples to have the ability to speak of their experiences and connection to the ocean and marine 
resources of cultural significance. TMC is not trying nor will it replace the voice of Tribal Governments who are the only authorized 
entity to speak for a Sovereign Nation. TMC has members of diverse backgrounds, tribal affiliations and extensive experience in 
Tribal Marine Affairs.

tribalmarinecollaborative.org
Ruthie Maloney 

rmaloney@tribalmarinecollaborative.org 
(707) 502-9155
P.O. Box 6353

Eureka,  CA 95501

Press Contact

Chairwoman Louise Rameriez, Eseleen, 
Catherine Buchanon, Elk Valley R,

Chairwoman Quirina Geary , Tamien Nation, 
Anecita Augustinez, Tribal Policy Advisor, DWR. 

, Nikcole Whipple, Nadia, 

 The Tribal Marine Collaborative attended the fourth Tribal
Water Summit in Sacramento on April 11 – 13 2023, hosted
by the The Department of Water Resources (DWR). Tribal
representatives throughout the state, along with federal,
state, and local agencies came to gather and discuss
California water issues, on-going preservation of tribal
water rights and creating sustainable management of
California's sacred waters 

 The DWR's role is to manage California's water
resources, systems, and infrastructure, including the
State Water Project (SWP), in a responsible and
sustainable way. The DWR has committed to a Tribal
Policy which states that; open, inclusive and regular
communication with tribal governments and
communities. The Tribal Policy Advisor, Anecita
Agustinez is the central point of coordinated
communication and consultation with California Native
American tribes to ensure proactive and meaningful
consultation. 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/California-Water-Plan/Water-Plan-Participation/Tribal-Water-Summit
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/California-Water-Plan/Water-Plan-Participation/Tribal-Water-Summit
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/California-Water-Plan/Water-Plan-Participation/Tribal-Water-Summit
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/State-Water-Project
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/State-Water-Project
https://water.ca.gov/About/Executive-Team
https://water.ca.gov/About/Executive-Team


4th California Tribal Water Summit



General Meeting
May 25th, 11am-12:30pm
hybrid TBA and Zoom
The TMC will meet to debrief from recent events 
(marine protected area events, Tribal Water Summit, 
MARINe annual meeting and more. There will also be 
a special guest to share about the upcoming June 6th 
Salmon Action Day)

Ruthie Maloney | (707) 502-9155 | northcoastnativeprotectors@gmail.com

North Coast Native Protectors
 

TRIBAL MARINE
COLLABORATIVE

Join us for our 7th convening
and committee meetings

May General Meeting
Registration

Mission: to promote 
clean water, healthy 

oceans, and Tribal 
management

Check out Our New Website! tribalmarinecollaborative.org

bit.ly/tmcmeetingmay

Save the Date! Upcoming Virtual Committee Meetings 
(Zoom links to come)

 
Strategic Planning Committee

May 11th: 10-11:30am
 

Grants Committee 
May 18th: 10-11:30am

 

http://bit.ly/tmcmeetingmay
https://tribalmarinecollaborative.org/
http://bit.ly/tmcmeetingmay


Wildlife Resources  Monterey/Santa Cruz

Cal EPA Headquarters Bld., Coastal Hearing Room

Marine Resources - Sonoma/San Francisco Bay

CA Fish & Game Commission Mtg
 

May 17th Zoom
Agenda, Meetings Docs, to Join

 

1001 I St, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

June 14-15
Agenda, Meeting Docs, to Join

 

July 20th 
Agenda TBA

 
Tribal

River Lodge Conference Center
1800 Riverwalk Drive

Fortuna, CA 95540

August 21
Agenda TBA

 

Announcements
 

T h e  T M C  N e w s l e t t e r  f e a t u r es  a n n oun c e men t s  fr o m N or the rn,  So u th e r n ,  C e n tr al  C oas tal
I n d ig e n ous  C om m u n i ti e s,  R an c h er i as,  C ol o n ies and R e s e rvati o ns .    Eve nts and

a n n o u n c em en t s  m a y  a l s o  ex t e n d in t o t h e G re at  B as i n  a nd H i g h D e s e rt  re g io ns of
C a l ifo r n i a .   I f  y o u  a r e in t er e s t e d  in  sh ar i n g an  event o r  a n n o u n c em e nt c o ntact  

P r i s ce ll a  K i n n ey  -  prose kin n ey @g m a i l . c om
North Coast Native Protectors Tribal Marine Collaborative (TMC) is not meant to replace or be the voice for any Tribe, but is to

provide a forum to collaborate, build relationships, and uplift and amplify Indigenous peoples' voices in speaking of their
experiences and connection to Water, Ocean and Marine resources of cultural significance. TMC is not trying nor will it replace the

voice of Tribal Governments who are the only authorized entity to speak for a Sovereign Nation. The TMC organization has members
of diverse backgrounds, tribal affiliations and extensive experience in Tribal marine affairs.

 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=211281&inline=
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=211281&inline=
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=211287&inline=
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=212716&inline=
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=212718&inline=
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=212719&inline=








 Bay Delta Project
Notice of Preparation of Environmental Documentation and Scoping Meeting-

Tuolumne River Voluntary Agreement
The State Water Board will also hold a scoping meeting scheduled for 

May 18, 2023, 10:00AM

PDT (remote only) to receive oral comments.

Notice, Agenda TBA

Engagement Opportunity

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/notice_noptuolumneva_041123.pdf


Upcoming Events

Northern California 



Kelp Restoration as an Integrated Socio-Ecological
System (Kelp RISES), 

Friday, May 12
12:00pm-2:00pm

 Zoom

RSVP Here

Central California

https://marinescience.ucdavis.edu/research-programs/conservation/kelp-restoration
https://marinescience.ucdavis.edu/research-programs/conservation/kelp-restoration
https://forms.gle/heWr2vgQDsv84pfD6


Tina Calderon who works for Sacred Places Institute for Indigenous People as the Director of Ocean
Protectors Program, was nominated for and has accepted the Co-Chair position for the Orange County
Marine Protected Area Council's Racial, Indigenous & Social Justice Committee along with Crystal
Cove's Jen Mendez. 

OCMPAC's purpose is to support effective local management, stewardship, and community
engagement of and within Orange County’s MPAs and marine and coastal ecosystems through multi-
sector collaborative efforts. OCMPAC’s vision is thriving Orange County Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) and marine and coastal ecosystems that inspire ongoing effective management and
conservation and are valued by and welcoming to all members of our local community. 

The Racial, Indigenous & Social Justice Committee works to educate member organizations about
access issues and unfair treatment faced by BIPOC peoples and create strategies for equity and
inclusion where our BIPOC community may access the beaches and feel safe. This may include
organizing with underserved communities, providing transportation and educating them about the
need to protect MPAs. Another goal is to make sure Indigenous folks not only have safe access to the
beaches but are able to practice traditional cultural harvesting and gathering without harassment, so
long as they are following local laws. 

Southern CaliforniaIndigenous Leadership serving in
Orange County MPA Council's

Racial, Indigenous & Social
Justice Committee

For more updates and to learn more about Sacred Places Institute, click here

http://www.sacredplacesinstitute.org/




Funding Opportunites
Grants to look at right now!

2023 Title II Grant Program – Tribal
 

Clean California Local Grant Program
 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous People Grant
Program

 
 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310
(Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with

Disabilities)
 

Funding Opportunities for Tribal
Communities from Prop 64 State Cannabis

Tax Revenues
 

Funding for Youth, Community & Land 
 

For more information, please contact
Tona Miranda, Youth Forward Tribal

Liaison and Policy Advocate, at
tona@youth-forward.org

 

 

We respectfully request tribal
consultations and written public
comments be held and sent by 

May 5, 2023. 
Requests for consultations and written

comments can be sent via email to
tribalaffairs@resources.ca.gov with the

subject line “Tribal Nature-Based
Solutions.”

https://www.grants.ca.gov/?s=&grant_categories_search%5B%5D=disadvantaged-communities
https://www.youth-forward.org/resource/cnra-youth-community-access-grant-program/
https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Tribalaffairs/Tribal-Nature-Based-Solutions-Program
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/2023-title-ii-grant-program-tribal/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/clean-california-local-grant-program/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people-grant-program/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/federal-transit-administration-fta-section-5310-enhanced-mobility-of-seniors-and-individuals-with-disabilities-2/
https://resources.ca.gov/grants/youth
mailto:tribalaffairs@resources.ca.gov


AB-756 Department of Transportation: contaminated stormwater
runoff: salmon and steelhead trout bearing surface waters

Author: Member Papan
"This bill would require Caltrans to address its stormwater runoff to prevent
6PPD (the tire chemical that kills Salmon/Steelhead). The exciting part about

the bill is the biofiltration required to address 6PPD would also address
pollutants like MICROPLASTICS, heavy metals, oil, grease, etc." 

Sean Bothwell | Executive Director
California Coastkeeper Alliance

 
 

 

AB 1284 Tribal ancestral lands and waters: cogovernance and
comanagement agreements

Author: Member Ramos
 

Text from the Bill itself, as is only mentions Federally recognized tribes in
regards to cogovernace and comanagement of natural resources.

AB 1284 as amended by Ramos. Tribal ancestral lands and waters. Waters:
cogovernance and comanagement agreements.  Existing law governs various
interactions between the state and federally recognized Native American
tribes within the state. Existing law encourages and authorizes all state
agencies, as defined, to cooperate with federally recognized California
Indian tribes on matters of economic development and improvement for the
tribes

 
 
 
 

Policy Change Eyes on

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB756
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__leginfo.legislature.ca.gov_faces_billTextClient.xhtml-3Fbill-5Fid-3D202320240AB756&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=H0XJtfnDrjsPqM4y37nxtml4Ngp9XYTQveQ9I05spkk&m=E_IsG1oYMbrgrPqC9PlOkz7bNaIC3cM56p0uEbAbZpE&s=XdeCfooMvKvwVlO9FC4liLnPQrCOBbqx0Qfxt2hDJMg&e=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1284


 
www.mpacollaborative.org

Marine Protected Areas (MPA) Collaborative Network, has a
mission to empower diverse communities to engage in

marine protected area stewardship for a healthy ocean.  

MPA Watch is a network of programs that support healthy
oceans through community science by collecting human

use data in and around our protected areas

https://mpawatch.org/

To learn more check out the website!

Ruthie Maloney conducting a beach study at False Klamath
Cove as a part of the Del Norte County MPA Watch 2022

To learn more check out the website!

Merry Kate Lowry & Woman conducting beach
survey at Trinidad, Humboldt County

Tsurai



For more information contact 
Ruthie Maloney - ruthiemaloney@gmail.com

Merry Kate Lowry -  merrykatelowry@gmail.om
Priscella Kinney - prosekinney@gmail.com

Interested in presenting or hosting?

Have an Event and/or Announcement to share?
Contact Priscella Kinney - prosekinney@gmail.com

Proudly supported by:

Interested in being a part of our Grant or Strategic
Planning Committee?

tribalmarinecollaborative.org


