Hawley Borough Council Meeting 
September 10, 2025, 7:15pm
94 Main Avenue

Prior to the meeting, there was a conditional use hearing on the request of Walleye Rental to demolish 706-718 Church Street and erect a fourteen-unit building. Prior to the meeting there was also an executive session regarding litigation.
Present from Council were President Monaghan, Vice President Herzog, and Councilpersons Dougherty, Hawk, and Rojas. Councilperson Mead was present via zoom. Councilperson Faubel was absent for medical reasons. Also present were Sergeant Bertholf, Solicitor Weed, and Secretary Racht. Director of Public Works Mead was available via zoom.  Present from the public were American Legion Commander James Doyle Jr., Bob Myers, Justin Hoffmann, Zoning Officer Judith Acosta of SFM, and Peter Becker of TriCounty Independent. President Monaghan began the meeting with a salute to the flag.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to accept the agenda with flexibility.
Motion: made by Councilperson Dougherty, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2025, Council meeting. 
Correspondence: There was a thank you note from Silver Tails Rescue for donation on behalf of Robert Dean Bernathy.  There was a Liquor License transfer, due to a new manager at Settler’s. DCED sent a notice that audits must be filed by December 31 of each year in order to still qualify for grants. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to authorize signing the volunteer blank accident coverage. 
Public Presentation: Commander James P. Doyle Jr. introduced himself as the new commander of Wilson-Kelch Post #0311 and presented a thousand dollar check from the Hawley Legion Home Corporation to the Hawley Police Department.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to ratify the August 23 email vote to pass resolution 2025-7 approving the land development for Hawley Partners LLC.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Rojas to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty to pay the bills as listed. There were no new bills.
Zoning and Building report: Zoning Officer Acosta from SFM went over her report for August. She sent out an unsafe structure letter to 412 Academy and the owner is working on coming into compliance.  She sent a junkyard notice to 220 Highland and said that property owner is contacting a lawyer. Vice President Herzog asked if any of the recent signs put up in the borough had been permitted. 
Justin Hoffmann asked if there was an ordinance in place for commercial storage and sales set up on sidewalks. 
Mayor’s report: Mayor Nichols thanked the American Legion for the donation to the Police Department.  He will conduct the 911 memorial in Bingham Park at 8:40 am.
Park and Rec: Councilperson Dougherty reported that Dick Briden said there are now six plots for children in the community garden. President Monaghan mentioned that there is a local property owner who currently has raised beds they would like to donate. Councilperson Dougherty said they would be very interested in hearing more about the proposal. There was a discussion about a checklist being used for park maintenance. 
Planning: there was no meeting.
Rental Inspections: Motion: made by Councilperson Dougherty, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously that Councilpersons Dougherty and Mead and Secretary Racht proceed with the May delinquent landlord letter. There was a discussion about Solicitor Weed drafting an ordinance for Meter Enforcer Racht to do nonmoving violations. 
Ambulance: Vice President Herzog reported that the Multi- municipal Ambulance Committee didn’t meet in August. Several members will be attending the county commissioner’s meeting to ask for financial help.
Fire: report given by Chief Mead via zoom.
Hawley Area Authority: President Monaghan spoke about the meeting with DEP, who is looking for updated 537 Plans. This is holding up progress in the borough and elsewhere. Justin Hoffmann said that the borough adopted a 537 Plan in 1979 or 1980. 
Code Enforcement for Property Maintenance: Report from Coe Enforcer Bolinger on file.
Grants: Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to authorize the borough engineer to do the Academy Street work. She reminded everyone that the former Welwood paving project got sidelined and is now Academy. This $160,000 grant includes work and engineering. 
Emergency Management: Councilperson Hawk had nothing to report.
Finance: Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to upon condition of Councilperson Faubel being able to attend, to hold the budget workshop on October 14th at 6pm or October 15th at 6pm. 
Police Committee:  Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to purchase two computers and a laser printer from ITS for $2,595.00. 
Chief’s report: Sergeant Bertholf read the report, on file.
Streets and Roads: Director Mead had spoken to Public Utilities Commission about the potholes around the railroad tracks. Report on file. 
Building: Councilperson Mead has nothing to report.
Health and Welfare: Vice President Herzog reminded everyone that school is back in session and to watch out for children.
Personnel: Councilperson Dougherty had nothing to report.
Unfinished business: nothing to report.
New Business: paper road on Fern.
Public Presentation: Lorraine, a River Reporter News Ambassador, introduced herself and said that she is covering the Hawley Borough Council meetings. 
Justin Hoffmann announced that he was Vice President of Downtown Hawley Partnership and on the Vitality Committee. He had attended a public meeting with Representative Olsommer and PennDOT. PennDOT agreed to widen the sidewalk on the Middle Creek Bridge Rehabilitation. Hoffmann noted that the Borough will need to vacate the parking meter by Joe and Lorenzo’s. President Monaghan will send PennDOT a letter to let them know that this meter will be removed. 
Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unimously to go into executive session regarding potential litigation.
Council went back into regular session at 8:48pm. Council adjourned at 8:50pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Racht, Hawley Borough Secretary 





