Hawley Borough Council Meeting 
May 13, 2026, 6:30pm
94 Main Avenue

Present from Council were President Monaghan, Vice President Herzog, and Councilpersons Dougherty, Hawk, Mead, and Rojas. Councilperson Faubel was present via zoom. Also present were Mayor Mead, Chief Drake, Solicitor Weed, and Secretary Racht. Present from the public were Bob Myers, Wendy and Gene Krause, Ed Ahern, Olga and Vlad Berman, Dennis Rhodes, John Edwards, and Robert Tebbenhoff. President Monaghan began the meeting with a salute to the flag.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with flexibility. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously with the addition of the word “alternate” placed before “Solicitor Magnotta”.
Correspondence: The request to close a block of Keystone Street  for a wedding in 2027 was tabled. The borough received information about an informational meeting about data centers.
Public Presentations: Colleen Wiggins of Kids Peace spoke about the need for foster parents.
Robert Tebbenhoff said that he is putting in a mobile home on Cedar Avenue. Hawley Area Authority discovered that there is no lateral. He is asking for Council to approve an easement so he can go up Cedar to Prospect and hook into the sewer system. Solicitor Weed said that he has to look at the easement and will give the board a response. Mr. Tebbenhoff provided him with a map and photos. Vice President Herzog asked for the fees to be put in the record. Director of Public Works Mead said that there would be a $100 street opening fee and a deposit of $50 per square feet. The project is 210 feet so the deposit would be $42,000. This is in case something happens to the road. Ninety percent of the deposit would be refunded upon the completion of the project if the road is fine. The permit cannot be issued until payment is made. 
Olga and Vald Bermann spoke about their property on Munich Street. They said that they had perc tested yesterday as requested by DEP and passed. He asked what the next steps were. President Monaghan said that until the borough received notice from DEP, they will hold to the ordinance that they have to connect to central sewer. Councilperson Hawk asked the Bermans if DEP had given them a letter. Mr. Berman said they had but that DEP was still exploring all options first. Solicitor Weed said that the borough needed to see the letter from DEP.
Bill Delling said that neighbors had pine trees taken down and roughly twenty-four logs were put on another neighbor’s property and he is tired of looking at them. Director Mead pointed out that he should talk to the Bermans because they own the property that received the logs.
Vote Ratifications: Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to rescind the vote to use $2,500-$7,000 from PLIGIT for the Highland Paving Project. Councilperson Rojas is trying to get additional funding for the Highland Paving Project.
Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to ratify the vote for a letter of intent for the BRIC grant and to ratify the vote to approve change order #1 in the amount of $5,557 for the Wayco Paving Project for the Cedar and Highland Paving Project.
Treasurer’s report: There was an edition to the bills list: $1,170 out of General to SFM for zoning hours. The current balance in General is $4,850.80. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to accept the treasurer’s report and pay the bills as on the bills list. 
Zoning and Building: report from Zoning Officer Judith Acosta of SFM on file.  
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Mead said that he has been hearing many compliments about the paving on Church Street.  Mayor Mead made a proclamation for Gene Krause and all that he has done for the Hawley Fire Department and the community. Mr. Krause received a standing ovation. May 4th will be Gene Krause Day every year in the borough. 
Park and Rec: They met with the owners of Three Hammers Winery who is requesting to be allowed to sell wine at the Farmer’s Market in Bingham Park. The winery says that it has a farm market license from the state. The park deed might not allow this use. Solicitor Weed will review the deed. Solicitor Weed is concerned about liability and enforcement. Vice President Herzog read part of the application submitted by Renewal Church for a proposed August 15 event and would like them to attend a Park meeting to clarify their idea. 
Planning: President Monaghan gave the report, on file.  Planning recommended approving the Reid lot combination. Motion: made by Councilperson Hawk, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed with five yes votes and abstentions from Councilpersons Dougherty (who hadn’t seen the plans) and Mead (related to the Reids) to approve the Reid lot consolidation. The lot line had run through their living room. 
Rental Inspections/landlord tenant: on file. 
Ambulance Report: reports on file. PPH did not meet in April, it will meet May 27. Vice President Herzog said that third letter had been sent out to municipalities receiving mutual aid but not contributing funds and got responses from Lake and Salem.
Hawley Area Authority: President Monaghan gave the report. Mr. Tannenbaum was present.
Property Maintenance: report from Code Enforcer Bolinger on file. President Monaghan reported that someone had complained to Wayne County Emergency Management about 304 Bellemonte. The house is dilapidated and has been without water service for over a year. Code Enforcement Officer Bolinger stopped by there the other day and says it doesn’t look like anyone was living there. Chief Drake said that a light is on in the evening. Zoning Officer Acosta will post it tomorrow as an unsafe building that should be vacated. 
Grants: BCEGS Survey/Community Benefits: Councilperson Rojas said that this was last done in 2018 by BIU. She has been in contact with SFM to do this because it is only good for four years. The process assesses building codes and enforcement. It is used by underwriters and reduces flood insurance.
Academy Street Project Update: Councilperson Rojas reported that the project has been completed and that Academy Street did not need base repair. This saved $13,867.50. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to approve Change Order #1 for the Academy Street Project from the County Block Grant dated 4.12.26 for reduction in the amount of $13,867.50. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to authorize payment through the grant pay order #1 Academy. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President to reallocate the unused funds of $13, 867.50 to expand the scope of Highland.
Church St Update: Councilperson Rojas said that the Church Street Project has been completed, including the line painting and that the engineer had recommended paying Church Street Project Pay application #1. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to pay application #1 from the Church Street Project from the LSA grant. She said that the engineer needs to close out the program. He checked Church and Highland streets.
Motion: made Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to authorize payment for $37,095.50 for construction once we receive the letter of recommendation from the engineer for Highland. The grant would pay. 
Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to submit an application for the Pocono Mountain Visitors Bureau including street line painting, the retaining wall, and the walking path.
Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously for the engineers’ invoice for the Church Street Project  to be paid from the LSA grant.
Councilperson Rojas reported that she had created a letter of interest for a grant for PPH, but the project was not selected.
Skate Park Update. Councilperson Rojas noted that last month Council had voted for the engineer to create a new design budget for the skate park and the figure they came up with was $275,000. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to submit an application for the skate park to the LSA state grant in the amount of $275,000, the total project cost. Vice President Herzog asked what the time frame was for the $60,000 already awarded for the project and Councilperson Rojas said that it was two years. 
Next, Councilperson Rojas discussed a JAG grant for the Police Department. She explained that the grant guideline gives you the goals and you pick the products. Councilperson Rojas will be submitting the grant, not Grant Consultant Martin. Potential products include license plate readers for the Police vehicles, and equipment that would enable the officers to get state and national data at once.
Then, Councilperson Rojas explained that the BRIC grant might be difficult to do this year because there is a significant cost for this for engineering. This grant would be for the roof and other building improvements so this will be tabled until next year. 
Fire Report: Chief Mead, back from a fire call, gave the report, on file. 
Emergency Management: Councilperson Hawk had nothing to report.
Solicitor Updates: Solicitor Weed said that he is still working on the Tebbenhoff MOU, the Eminent Domain on Welwood Avenue, and 827 Oakland. He will do the Tebbenhoff MOU and the Three Hammer Winery’s request to sell at the Hawley Farmer’s Market first.  
Finance Report: nothing to report.
Police Committee: no meeting was held.
Chief’s Report: on file. Chief Drake said that he had to send #14 back to the dealer because of a power issue. It only has 28,000 miles on it so everything will be under warranty. 
Community Events: Councilperson Mead reported that she is on the Winterfest Committee for DHP.  Step off for the lighted parade will be Friday December 11 at 6pm.  She shared the high priority recommendations created through the Outdoor Town project. 
Chief Drake said the Memorial Day Parade will be held on May 24 with line up at noon and step off at one. They are always looking for more participants for this and the July 4th parade. At this point, Chief Drake reported that officers had just gone up to 304 Bellemonte. There was a light on and mail in the mailbox, but nobody answered the door.
Streets and Roads: report on file.
Building: nothing to report.
Health and Welfare: nothing to report.
Personnel: The 457b is taken off the agenda for now.
Comments related to the agenda:
Mr. Tebbenhoff thanked everyone for their help.
Vlad and Olga Berman said that during the meeting they had sent the DEP letter to the borough office. They said that they have the Aqua commitment letter. Councilperson Hawk noted that this letter is only good for one year. They asked the borough to contact the tree company that left the logs on their property and wanted to know why the Police couldn’t write a ticket for dumping on their property.  Solicitor Weed explained that was a civil matter.
The meeting adjourned at 8:08pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Racht, Hawley Borough Secretary




