Hawley Borough Council Meeting 
March 11, 2026, 6:30pm
94 Main Avenue

Prior to the meeting there was an executive session regarding possible litigation. Present from Council were President Monaghan, Vice President Herzog, and Councilpersons Dougherty, Hawk, Mead, and Rojas. Councilperson Faubel was absent for personal reasons. Also present were Mayor Mead, Chief Drake, Solicitor Weed, and Secretary Racht. Present from the public were Bob Myers, Peter Becker of TriCounty Independent, Lorraine Rogan of the River Reporter, Judge Janine Edwards, Melissa Card. President Monaghan began the meeting with a salute to the flag.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with flexibility.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to accept the minutes from the February 11, 2026 Council meeting. 
Correspondence: on file.
Public Presentation to Council: Judge Edwards and Melinda Card spoke about the Drug Court Program.
Vote Ratification: Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to ratify the email vote to submit a narrative for Paupack, Palmyra Wayne, and Hawley for a grant for a new ambulance, mobile medical equipment, and outfitting. 
Treasurer’s report: Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to renew the Police and Professional policies. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to accept the treasurer’s report and pay the bills as on the bills list with the addition of $341.25 for zoning hours and $70 for 245 Hudson Street reinspection out of General for SFM Consulting LLC.
Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to renew the insurance policies with MRM.
Zoning and Building: report on file from Judy Acosta.
Mayor’s report: Mayor Mead swore in new Police Officer David G. Boyer. Next, he reported on a meeting he had with Jonas Crass from DCED regarding grants and also a potential study of a regionalized Police Department.  The county commissioners reached out to him about the CBDG. Mayor Mead is putting together a car show for June 14th in Bingham Park. 
Parks and Rec: Councilperson Dougherty reported that no meeting was held.
Planning: Councilperson Mead said that meetings will be held on as on needed basis.
Rental Inspections/Landlord Tenant: report on file, the second notices went out. Councilperson Mead said that the Borough had been successful in court. 
Ambulance: on file.
Multi-Municipal Ambulance: on file.
Fire Report: Fire Chief Mead gave the report, on file. They were awarded a DCED grant for equipment.
Hawley Area Authority: President Monaghan reported that Kuzmiak has been approved by DEP to move forward. There was a discussion as to whether or not he would have to pay the increased in sewer tapping fees since DEP had held up progress.
Code Enforcement for Property Maintenance: Report from Code Enforcer Bolinger on file.
Grants: Councilperson Rojas said that the Highland /Cedar contract has been executed. If the borough gets approval from the grant sponsor the work on Highland and Cedar will be expanded. 
Documents received from the skate park grant sponsor required two signatures. President Monaghan signed the skate park documents.
The Multi Modal project falls under paving because it includes putting in crosswalks, flashing lights, light in the pavement, and movable signs. It paves Church Street from Main to cover the area not covered by other grants.
There was a discussion on ideas for CDBG. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously that the borough identify as a project Church to Main, right to Wangum, ending at River and including Upper Wangum pending the parameters and once the guidelines are published. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to engage the engineer in making an estimate for this project after the borough receives approval from the county.
Director of Public Works Mead had been in contact with Aqua. They think the project will begin in the fall. He isn’t sure if they have been in contact with the railroad. 
Emergency Management: Councilperson Hawk had nothing to report.
Solicitor Updates: He is researching the Welwood eminent domain. He thought Council had the hauler ordinance. He is working on the draft ordinance to revise code enforcement. He is trying to get ahold of Attorney Magnotta about Penn and River. He is also working on revisions of the rental and sign ordinances. 
Police Committee: report on file.
Police: Chief Drake spoke about the Easter Egg Hunt. He welcomed new officer Boyer and said that his law enforcement background will be an asset. 
Streets and Roads: Director of Public Works said that Joe Kmetz asked him if the borough would like to share the rental of a street sweeper and split the cost. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to spend up to one thousand dollars for renting a street sweeper with Palmyra sharing the cost.  Report on file.
Building: Councilperson Mead had nothing to report.
Health and Welfare: Council decided to forgo the panel from MRM.
Personnel: Motion: Councilpersons Dougherty and Hawk met with John Shull III. Motion: made by Councilperson Dougherty, seconded by Councilperson Rojas, and passed unanimously to hire John Shull III if he passes all the drug tests, conditional on approval of the personnel committee and him passing the drug test.
Unfinished Business: There was a discussion about posting the weight limit restriction on Paupack and to replace signs.
New Business: The hearing for the sewer enforcement officer and hauler ordinances will be on April 8 at 6pm.
Public comments: There were none.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:34pm. 
Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Racht, Hawley Borough Secretary





  


 

