Hawley Borough Council Meeting 
September 9, 2026 6:30pm
94 Main Avenue

Present from Council were President Monaghan, Vice President Herzog, and Councilpersons Dougherty and Hawk. Councilpersons Faubel and Rojas were absent for personal reasons. Councilperson Mead was absent due to travel. Also present were Sergeant Bertholf, Solicitor Weed, and Secretary Racht. Present from the public were Duane Austin, Dean Johnson, Peter Becker of the Tri County Independent and River Reporter Ambassadors Lenore Rogan and Gary Casey.   President Monaghan began the meeting with a salute to the flag.
Motion: made by Councilperson Dougherty, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with flexibility.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed with two votes to approve the August 12 meeting minutes. President Monaghan and Councilperson Dougherty abstained because they had been absent in August.
Correspondence: on file.
Public Presentation: none requested.
Treasurer’s report: Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to accept the treasurer’s report and pay the bills as on the bills list with the addition of out of Park: to PPL $48.79 for courts and $56.75 for the bathroom and out of General: to PPL $318.10 for the building, $50.15 for Rt. 6 & Spruce, and to Reilly Engineering: $2,020.01 for Academy Street paving. The balance in general is $81,393.81.
Zoning and Building: report on file.
Mayor’s report: none.
Parks and Rec: Councilperson Dougherty said that they did not have a quorum and took no formal action.
Planning: There had been no meeting.
Rental Inspections/Landlord Tenant: report on file.
Ambulance report: on file.
Multi-Municipal Ambulance Mtg. Update: The next PPH meeting is September 30. 
Fire Report: on file.
Hawley Area Authority: report on file. President Monaghan spoke about the lateral ordinance generated by Hawley Area Authority. Solicitor Weed has been trying to speak with Solicitor Magnotta about the ordinance. President Monaghan noted that it doesn’t cost the borough anything and it enables the Hawley Area Authority to put the lateral inspection on the realtor’s checklist. 
Code Enforcement for Property Maintenance: on file.
Grants: report on file. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously Resolution 2026-12  to apply to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development Grant to request funds through the Department’s 2026 Statewide LSA Program on behalf of the residents of Hawley Borough, Wayne County to improve the existing skate park , Awareness Park, in Bingham Park with a project cost estimate of $275,000 with a local match of $88,000 made up of $28,000 from the Kyle T. Messenetti Foundation and a $60,000 grant received through the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Grant Program.  
Emergency Management: Motion: made by Councilperson Hawk, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to approve Resolution 2026-13 to accept the Wayne County Hazard Vulnerability Assessment and Mitigation Plan Update. Councilperson Hawk explained that every five years the county has to write a hazard mitigation plan.  Adopting their plan means the borough does not have to bear the expense and adopting the plan will help with PEMA or FEMA. 
Solicitor Updates: Solicitor Weed has been attempting to contact Solicitor Magnotta about the Tebbenhoff MOU but hasn’t heard back. He would look into the Coach Escrow.
Finance Report: the budget workshop will be at 6pm on October 8.
Police Committee: Vice President Herzog said that they didn’t meet.
Police Chief Report: Sergeant Bertholf gave the report, on file. 
Community Events/Outdoor Town Grant: Vice President Herzog said that partnership is moving forward.
Streets and Roads: DPW report on file.
Aqua project: This is behind schedule, but Entech knows that the park is off limits until late October.
Building: nothing to report.
Health and Welfare: There was a discussion regarding implementing a safety committee who will in turn review the provider panel. 
Personnel: Motion: made by Councilperson Dougherty, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to accept the 2026 Employee Handbook. Solicitor Weed is not aware of any change in employee law.
Unfinished business: none.
New Business: none.
Public Comments: Duane Austin asked Solicitor Weed about a letter she had received from MRM, the borough’s insurance company. Solicitor Weed has been trying to get in touch with the insurance company to ask about the letter. Councilperson Dougherty asked Solicitor Weed to update Council by the end of the week about the MRM letter and about his conversation with Solicitor Magnotta. 
President Monaghan spoke about the upcoming 911 ceremony and then adjourned the meeting.
 The time was 6:50pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Racht, Hawley Borough Secretary.



