Hawley Borough Council Meeting 
October 8, 2025, 7:00pm
94 Main Avenue

Present from Council were President Monaghan, Vice President Herzog, and Councilpersons Dougherty, Hawk, Mead, and Rojas.  Councilperson Faubel was absent for medical reasons. Also present were Officer Rowan, Director of Public Works Mead, and Secretary Racht.   Present from the public were Michele and Bob Myers, Brenda Bianchi, Mike Kuzmiak, Peter Becker of TriCounty Independent, and Lorriane Rogan, ambassador for the River Reporter. President Monaghan began the meeting with a salute to the flag.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with flexibility.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Hawk, and passed unanimously to accept the September 10 meeting minutes.
Correspondence: on file. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to keep the Pennvest Grant Dime Bank Account open.
Public Presentation: Brenda Bianchi spoke about trouble accessing her driveway at 411 River Street. She provided pictures, pointing out that one of the metered parking spaces next to the driveway is too small. Trucks and larger vehicles parked in this spot interfere with her driveway. Public Works Director Mead will look into the situation. 
Betty Long was not present to give her presentation.
Mike Kuzmiak asked for a letter from the borough to DEP in support of Hawley Area Authority connecting to his property in Palmyra Township, Wayne County, where he would like to open a daycare. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to authorize a letter of support for Mike Kuzmiak to be permitted to receive a sewer connection for his day care.
Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Rojas, and passed unanimously to ratify the email vote to use PLIGIT funds for Cedar paving.
Treasurer’s Report: Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to accept the report. Motion: made by Councilperson Dougherty, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to pay the bills as on the bills list. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Mead, and passed unanimously to pay the $283.48 bill for the bids for the Church Street Paving project.
Zoning and Building Report: from Judy Acosta of SFM, on file.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Nichols said that he has been getting reports about speeding on Church Street.
Parks and Rec: Councilperson Dougherty said that there was no meeting in September.
Planning Commission: there was no meeting.
Rental Inspections: Councilperson Mead said that they are waiting on Solicitor Weed for clarification of the ordinance.
Ambulance Report: on file.
Multi- Municipal Ambulance Meeting Update: Vice President Herzog reported that there had been no meeting.
Fire Report: Chief Mead gave, on file.
Hawley Area Authority: Report on file. President Monaghan said that there was no update on DEP.
Code Enforcement for Property Maintenance: Bolinger’s report on file. 
Grants: report from Councilperson Rojas on file.  Councilperson Rojas announced that the bid work for the Church Street project has been prepared and is being advertised. The bids will be opened on November 10. The deadline for this grant is early 2026. 
There is no possibility that the Academy Street Project will be extended by the County Block Grant. This was originally the Welwood Street Project. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to authorize signing the Reilly Engineering contract for the Academy Street Paving Project in the amount of $14,500 for engineering. The total cost of the project is $160,000. 
Highland Paving Project: Councilperson Rojas offered two options: 
Option#1: The engineering funds are paid out of PLIGIT, nothing comes out of General. CDBG: $36,258.26, PLIGIT $25,515.  Option#2: extends the paving area by 25 feet. CDBG: $36,258.26, PLIGIT: $25,515. Additional out of PLIGIT for engineering: $6,177.32. 
Councilperson Rojas said that Council needed to identify a project to submit for an LSA grant: Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to authorize the engineer to create the application for Welwood and Atkinson.  Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously for the grant request to be up to $200,000 and to authorize submitting the paperwork for the grant. 
The discussion turned back to the Highland project. Councilperson Rojas said that the construction needed to begin in early spring. If necessary, the Borough can put in a work order later on. Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas, seconded by Councilperson Dougherty, and passed unanimously to authorize Option 1 and to authorize the signing of the Reilly contract for $5,615.
Councilperson Rojas explained that she has been looking into grants for a new Police vehicle since the department expressed the need. Grant Consultant Jim Martin said that the only options were LSA and USDA. The latter requires a fifty percent match. Councilperson Rojas came across a company that sells armored vehicles and has an in-house grant consultant. If the borough qualifies for the grant, it could get the $300,000-$400,000 vehicle for no cost. She asked Officer Rowan his opinion. He said that things are different these days and local police departments don’t know what they could be up against. He pointed out that the Hawley Fire Department might find uses for it too. Councilperson Rojas will research the grant.
Emergency Management: Councilperson Hawk announced that Steve Price resigned as EMA Coordinator.
Solicitor Update: Solicitor Weed was not present.
Finance Report: The budget workshop will be held October 15th at 6pm.
Police Committee Report: Vice President Herzog’s report is on file. 
Police Chief’s Report: given by Officer Rowan, on file.
Streets and Roads: Report from Director Mead on file. Motion: made by Councilperson Mead, seconded by Vice President Herzog, and passed unanimously to advertise for snow removal bids.  
Building: Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Rojas, and passed unanimously to approve the Bureau of Elections’ request to use the borough building as a polling place. Director Mead announced that the electric work to bring light back to the filing and boiler rooms was performed as a donation by a local electrician.
Health and Welfare: Vice President Herzog had nothing to report.
Personnel: Councilperson Dougherty had nothing to report.
Unfinished Business: None.
New Business: None.
Public Comments: Bill Messenetti spoke about fundraising efforts for the Awareness Skate Park. Motion: made by Vice President Herzog, seconded by Councilperson Rojas, and passed unanimously to place the $7,500 from the fundraising into a short-term cd at the Dime Bank. 
Motion: made by Councilperson Rojas to adjourn. The time was 8:04pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Racht, Hawley Borough Secretary





